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IL. Population. 


The population trebles in SO years, being a more 
rapid rate of increase than in the U. States or Austra- 
lia, viz: 

1500 1840 Incevase 
LU. States..+.. 31)443,000 62,481,000 99 p cant. 
Australla..., 1,224,0c0 3,910,000 258, 4 


Argentina 1,260,000 4,047,000 22, 4 - 


The normal rate of increase is 4 per cent per 
annum, and on this basis the Republic will have 
5,500,000 inhabitants by the close of the century, being 
& little more than the United States had in 1800, 
The various provinces shew as follows: 

Area 

Provinces 1600 Tnereave 9g. tnllen 
Capltall. ces cess $00 341,300 <0% p. cent. 
Buenos Ay 198,300 850,000 «106,000 
Santa Fé 41,300 240,300 36,500 
Cordoba 380,000 69,600 
San Luis 37,600 100,000 49,500 
Mendoza 47,300 160,000 2 ; 30,000 
San Juan, 45,500 125 45,000 
Kloju 33,000 100,000 5 35,000 
Caramarca $7,000 130,000 73,500 
Sanstingo 37,600 160,000 35,000 
Pucuman $4,000 210,000 16,500 
Salta. . 674000 200,000 48,000 
Jujuy 5 33,000 90,000 22,000 
Entre ios 79,300. 300,000 36,000 
Corrientes 490 290,000 40,000 
Territories 38,000 190,000 355,000 


TOTAL 1,161,000 4,046,600 22 . Baraboo 


The figures for 1890 are the official estimates, tnt 
no general census has been taken since 1869, when the 


population was found to reach 1,837,000, including an 
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estimate of 100,000 for the Indian territories. According 
to that census there were then living persons who 
had passed LUO years of age. The distribution of sexes 
shewed: 








Buenos Ayre! 
Upper Province, 
All Republic. 








The provinces of Buenos Ayres, Santa Fé and 
Entre-Rios, to which foreign immigration chiefly Howed, 
had 20 per cent more males than females, but Cor- 
doba, Rioja and Sun Luis shewed an excess of females, 

ing from 8 to 12 per cent. 

Birth-rates and deaths-rates cannot be ascertained, 
the returns for the upper provinces being unreliable. 
It would appear, however, that the birth-rate is about 
38, death-rate 25, leaving a natural increase of 13 per 
thousand on the population, yearly, equal to 52.000 
souls. Although the seasons are the reverse of those 
in Europe the distribution of births is almost as in 
France or German, 














(quarter Argentina — France Germany 
March 31st... 276 270 257 
Tune 3oth... 234 250 243 
Sept. 3oth 227 240 250 
Dec. 315 263 240 250 
Year...,. 1,000 1,000,000 


Immigration plays a -leading part, the increase 
under this head averaging 214 per cent (or 25 per L000) 
of the population: the returns from 1861 shew the 
number of arrivals thus: 








- In Europe the average is 49 males to 51 females; in the United 
States 51 to 49. 
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Number Per anne 
18,450 

433,100 43,210 
1,089,600 108,960 
75,400 75400 


3h yeatse.. 1,781,000 37,400 


The classification as to nationality from I8G1 to 1890 
does not include 419,400 arrived by way of Montevideo, 
Imt only those who came direct. Allowmg the same ratios 
for those by Montevideo the result is as follows; 

Direct Tout 

ltalians ‘ s860 1,032,000 
Spaniards. 229,360 301,500 
French 136,040 179,300 
British , 30,050 49,200 
Austrians 22,910 30, 

Swissse.. 20,600 26,700 
Germans, . 9,149 24,900 
Belgians. 22,200 


Various ; 48,900 


TOTAL F0b,200 
Males... ..... 235,500 
Kemales 472,700 


Tovar * F,700,200 


The number of emigrants who returned to Europe 
in the said 30 years was 415,410, leaving a balance of 
1.292.790. It computed that 31,000 have died 
the number of foreign residents, therefore, in 1891 
would be 962,000, and the population of the Republic 
would be made up thus: 


Atpentines ? 3,085,000 
ftalians " 381,000 
Spanlards.. 174,000 

euch... 104,000 
British . 23,500 
Germans ete. 500 


pH HDD 
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In the above table Argentines, of course, include the 
children born of foreign parents in the country. 
Official statistics of Buenos Ayres shew that Italian 
settlers are the most prolific, the annual birth-rate of the 
varions classes in owr population resulting as follows: 
Per 1,0) of population 
Italians 60 Spaniards... 30 
French 40 Argentines. .... 19 


Birth-rate in Europe rarely exceeds 40 per thousand. 














Pastoral industry dates back to the time of the 
earliest Spanish settlers. but the period of its greatest 
development was the half-century from 1830 to 1880, 
in which time the number of sheep rose from 2.500,000 
to 61,000,000. The increase in horses and horned cattle 
has been by no means commensurate with that of sheep; 
the estimates for 1464 and 1888 compare as follows:— - 





1BGL 1BRB- 
3,875,000 4,490,000 
10,215,000 22,870,000 
23,111,000 70,450,000 





The growth of sheep-farming is shewn by the 
export of wool and the estimated number of sheep, as 
in the following table:~- 


Year Sheep Wool, Ibs. Lbs. per sheep 
1830 2,500,000 6,000,000 2.3 
1840 3,000,000 13,000,000 2.6 
1830 7,000,000 21,000,000 3.0 
1860 14,000,000 45,000,000 3.2 
1870 41,000,000 137,000,000 3.3 
1880 61,000,000 215,000,000 365 
1891 78,000,000 310,000,000 40 
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Tt appears that in the last forty years, while the 
number of sheep has multiplied I1-fold, the wool-clip 
has increased 15-fold, three sheep at present yielding 
as much wool as four did in 1860, The relative im- 
portance of Argentina in the wool-clip of the world is 
shewn thus: 

Sheep Wool, Ibs. Lbs. per sheep 
Europe ....... 197 860,000,000 3 
U, States, ..... 43,500,000 320,000,000 2 
Australia....... 96 420,000,000 ‘ 
Argentina...... 78,000,000 310,000,000 ° 
Other countries, 12,000,000 4 


The World... 443,300,000 2,030,000,000 5 


Argentine wool is, however, of inferior quality, 


Owing to the quantity of dust, so that when washed 
it yields only per cent, whereas Australian g 
56, and Cape wool 70 per cent. Irish and Scotch far- 
mers in Buenos Ayres and Santa Fé possess 22,000,000 
sheep and 16,000 sq. miles of land, being at the rate 
of 1,400 sheep per sq. mile or 14,000 per sq. league, 
that is a fraction over two sheep to the acre, or donble 
the Australian average. 

Cattle - farming is mostly in the hands of Argentine 
landowners; the quantities of tallow, meat ete.. exported 
lave been as follows: 

1801 
Meat, tons 32,200 0 62,600 


Tallow y... 34,300 20,700 
Cow-hides N*... 2,430,000 


The above figures refer to the Argentine Repn- 
blic, but the Saladero business of all this part of South 
America is shewn in the following table of slaughter 
of horned cattle 





RURAL INDUSTRIES: 




















INTs ine 1891 
Buenos Ayres... 321,000 98,000 448,000 
Montevideo .. 163,000 349,000 223,000 
Rivers 625,000 705,000 838,000 
Rio Grande..... 433,000 325,000 455,000 

TOTAL 1,542,000 1,477,000 1,964,000 


The saladeros of the Argentine Republic in 1891 killed 


844.000 head, and as the cow-hides exported we 
s of that number the consumption 


3,100,000 in ex« 








e 


of beet’ must be enormous, since there was no drought 
to account for excessive mortality of’ cattle. 
The official statement of live stock in the Argentine 


Provinces in 1888 was as follows: 






























Sheep Value § gold 


9,600,000 1,860,000 55,800,000 135,000,000 


4,900,000 38,000,000 
2,900,000 22,500,000 
2,400,000 19,500,000 
10,000 13,200,000 
780,000 5,500,000 
240,000 4,200.00 
150,000 2,200,000 
42,000 1,700,000 
120,000 1,700,000 
160,000 1,600,000 
30,000 700,000 
60,000 900,000 
60,000 600,000 


$i,350,500 749,300,000 








Cows Horses 

Buenos Ayres 
Entre Rios.. 4,100,000 720,000 
Santa Fé 2,300,000 § 30,000 
Cordoba .... 2,100,000 410,000 
Corrientes . 1,800,000 260,000 
Santiago 390,000 110,000 
San Luis .. 480,000 110,000 
Catamarea. 240,000 50,000 
Tucuman 200,000 40,000 
Mendoza 180,000 45,000 
Salta 160,000 30,000 
Jujuy 90,000 20,000 
Rioja 160,000 25,000 
San Juan 50,000 _ 25,000 
Provinces... 22,050,000 4,235,000 
Tertitorie 820,000 163,000 

j 22,870,000 4,400,000 


Notwithstanding the 
the exportation of meat 


tance, as shewn by the trade-return 





large number of’ live - stock 
is a business of minor impor- 





viz: 





‘Tons exported yearly 
Years 
1876—8o 
1881—85 
1886—90 
1898 


Lotal 
32,500 
24,750 
49,200 
62,600 


Matton Value $ gold 
2,800,000 
3,300,000 
4,900,000 
5400,000 
If more attenti m to pastoral industry the 

country could easily export 400,000 tons of meat yearl 

The total production is at present about 860,000 tons, 

namely 800,000 for consumption and 60,000 for export 

The capital yalue of pastoral industry may 


450 
14,800 
1300 


be es- 


timatec 


thus: 
$ gold 


& sterly 


Live stock. 
Diaees 


Sundries. 


257,100,000 
528,000,000 
41,000, 


326, 100,000 


$1,000,000 
104,200,000 


00 5,100,000 


TOTAL "= 163,300,000 

far the most important industry in the 
iting a value equivalent to 250 gold 

dollars or £46 sterling per inhabitant. The annual 

products are approximately as follows: 

Value $ gold 
36,100,000 
21,600,000 
9,600,000 


This is by 
comntr 


Quantity 
138,000 
360,000 
4,200,000 
24,000,000 00,000 
40,000 4,800,000 
Live cattle 5,200,000 

Sundries 31,900,000 


Wool, 
Meat, tons. 
Cow-bides 
Sheepskins 
Tallow, tons. 


tons. 


TatAe 116,400,600 

This is equal to nearly 14 per cent on capital, and 
if we deduct one-half for working-expenses it will be 
seen that pastoral industry gives about 7 per cent per 
annum as an investment, 

Agriculture or tillaze has made great strides 
recent years, as the following table of acreage shews: 


in 





risen to 2,220,000 acres 


Year 
1854 
1864 
1874 
1884 
1890 





2,542,000 
51534,000 


The official statement in 
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Sundries 
225,000 
306,000 
355,000 
1,718,000 
1,893,000 


1890 was 


ACRES: 














75427,000 


as follows: 





Total 

Buenos Ayres 550,000 3,420,000 
Santa Fé... 315,000 1,470,000 
Entre Rios. 28,000 608,000 
Cordoba . 250,000 590,000 
Santiago . 55,000 300,000 
Mendoza. 199,000 224,000 
San Juan .. 162,000 200,000 
Corrientes... . 50,000 115,000 
Catamarca. 104,000 115,000 
Other provinces 160,000 385,000 

TOrAat. 5,534,000 1,893,000 7,427,000 


Since 189) the area under crops in Santa Fé has 
and the total for the republic 
must be now at least 8.200.000 acres, or more than 
two acres per head of the population. 

The growth in the principal branch 
been as follows in the last 7 years 








Totat. 


| 14403,000 


4,260,000 














ss 


ia 
3,310,000 
1,080,000 
110,000 
90,000 
85,000 
12,000 
2,140,000 


7,427,000 


sof tillage has 
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With increased production of grain the snrplus 
available for exportation has risen prod 
average haying been as follows: 
Tons, yoarly 
1878—80 30,100 
1881— 83 $1,000 


1884—88 342,000 
1889—91 $01,000 


Tt cannot be said that the country is specially 
adapted for grain-growing, since there is constant danger 
from drought and locusts, Even in good years the 
wheat-crop ranges from 8 to 10 bushels per acre, or 
ane ton per cuadra, which is only half the average in 
European countries. The soil, meantime, is very rich, 
bearing a close resemblance to that of the Mississippi 


valley or the black loam of Southern Russia: it yields 
crops in succession without manure of any description. 
Exceptional crops are obtained where irrigation is em- 
ployed: in Mendoza, for example, it is not ancommon 
to get 30 bushels of wheat per acre. 

Wine is grown in the following provinces: 


Tons grapes Gallons wine 
Mendowa 25,000 3,500,000 
San Juan. 30,900 4,000,000 
Rioja. 00 15,000 2,000,000 
Catamarca 5 5,000 700,000 
Buenos Ayres. 9° 18,000 1,000,000 
Salta 4 2,500 300,000 


TOTAL 95,300 11,500,000 
The vineyards of Mendoza in 1891  connted 
76,000,000 vines, or 3,500 per acre and yielded more 
than one ton of grapes per acre, the production of 
wine bei about one gallon for 20 vines. The value 
of the vineyards of Mendoza was put, down at 
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$10,000,000 currency or £550,000 sterling. The Eco- 
nomista in March 1892 estimated for the whole Repub- 
lic an area of 100,000 acres under vines and a vintage 
of 13,300.000_ gallons, adding that as soon as the new 
vineyards be in full bearing the yield will not fall short 
say in 1895) of 22,000,000 gallons. The ordinary con- 
sumption of wine ranges from 20 to 24 million gallons 
yearly or double the production. 

Sugar is now grown in such quantity that the 
importation has fallen to 12,000 tons or one sixth of the 
consumption. Tobacco is grown of an inferior quality, 
but the crop stands for about two-thirds of the total 
consumption. The production of these two articles is 
estimated as follows:-- - 













Tobacco 


Tucuman ... ee 2,000 35,000 1,000 
Santiago. ' 10,000 
Salta 2,000 6,000 1,000 
Jujuy 4,000 


Corrientes. 
Chaco etc. 


6,000 1,000 3,000 
2,000 6,000 _1,000 


12,000 62,000 6,000 


Linseed has greatly fallen off: it was first tried in 
1880, and the industry reached its maximum in 1887, 
when 81,000 tons were exported, but at present the 
exportation is hardly one-fourth of that figure. 

Alfa or Lucerne is one of the great crops of the 
republic, being grown in nearly all the provinces: about 
3,000,000 tons are raised, but it is nearly all used for 
home consumption. the quantity of hay exported not 
exceeding 30,000 tons yearly. 

Potatoes were imported from Europe down to 1876, 
but the production at present exceeds consumption, no 





14 THE ARG 





NTINE REPUBLIC 








less than 3.000 tons having been exported in 1801 
There are. apparently. at least 40,000 acres under this 
crop. vielding about 60,000 tons per annum. 

The crops of 1891 were estimated thus: 























Acres Tons Value, $ gold 

Wheat . . 3,300,000 825.000 25,500,000 
Maizi 1,700,000 930,000 13,500,000 
Barley etc. . 400,000 160,000 3,200,000 
Linseed 110,000 20,000 ‘600,000 
Sugar. 90,000 60,000 3,000,000 
Tobacco. 12,000 6,000 ‘600,000 
Lucern 1,200,000 3,000,000 23,000,000 
Wine.. 105,000 45,000 _ 4,300,000 
Sundries...... 683,000 11,800,000 

Torar. 7,600,000 85,700,000 


The amonnt of capital employed in tillage may be 


estimated as follows: 








$ gold 





8,200,000 acres of land. 96,000,000 
Implements, houses, sundries. . 48,000,000 
TOTAL. 144,000,000 


If we deduct half the annual products for working 
expenses the balance. say $45,000,000. will represent 
an annual profit of 30 per cent on capital, as compared 
with 7 per cent for pastoral industry. but it must be 
observed that tillage is exposed to great r 

The capital and product of rural industries may 
be summed up thus: 




















Capital Gross product Net product 

$ gold $ gold $ gold 
Pasture. 826,100,000 116,400,000 58,200,000 
Tillage. 144,000,000 85,700,000 _42.900,000 
Torat, 970,100,000 202,100,000 101,100,000 
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This 





shews a net yield 


of 104% per cent per 


ammum on the capital employed, land forming 65 per 


cont of said capital. 
The value of products. in 
stands approximately thus: -- 























Paste al 

Buenos Ayres... 59,400,000 
Santa Fé....... 10,100,000 
Entre Rios. 16,800,000 
Cordoba... 8,500,000 
Tucuman, . 1,100,000 
Corrient:s . 6,700,000 
Mendoza. 1,100,000 
Santiago ....... 2,200,000 
Salta... 2.42... 900,000 
San Juan....... 800,000 
Catamarca 

San Luis. 

Rioja. . 

Jujuy... 

Lerritories 





Buenos Ayres stands for 
toral. and nearly 40 per cent. 
ducts of the republic. 

The value 











52 per cent of the 


of rural products as 


the several provinces 
Ml dollars 

Tillage ‘Tora 
33,000,000 92,400,000 
13,400,000 2 3,300,000 
3,700,000 22,500,000 
3,600,000 14,100,000 
7,100,000 8,200,000 
1,100,000 800,000 
41400,000 5,500,000 
2,900,000 §,100,000 
2,800,000 3,700,000 
2,800,000 3,600,000 








pa 
of the agricultural. pro- 


compared with 


other countries and population is as follows, reduced 


to English money: 


Products yearly 











& per inhabstar t 


U. Kingdom. .... £25 1,000,000 70. 
France . ‘460,000,000 11.5 
Germany... +. 424,000,000 8.5 
U. States. ..... 776,000,000 12.5 
Canada... . $6,000,000 11.0 
Australia... 62,000,000 16.0 
‘Argentina... 40,000,000 10.5 
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This country is nearly on a par with Canada as 
regards agricultural products per inhabitant. 


IV. Lands. 





The value of lands has risen as follows according 
to official and semi-ofticial returns:--- 


Year $ gold 

1857 107,000,000 
1884 487,000,000 
1886 646,000,000 


The official statement for 1886 ito which is appen- 
ded a scale of present values) shews as follows: 

















rice (in IN) 

8 gold cage 
Buenos Ayres.. 351,000,000 30,000 to 60,000 $ 
Santa F 44,500,000 20,000 40,000 ,, 
Entre Rios..., 90,200,000 20,000 ,, 40,000 ,, 
Cérdoba....... 45,200,000 5,000 ,, 10,000 ,, 
San Luis 7,200,000 3,000 y, 5,000 ,, 
Mendoza 25,500,000 3,000, 3,000 ,, 
San Juan 5,700,000 2,000 ,, 4,000 ., 
Rioja. ... 3,000,000 1,000 5, 2,000 4, 
Catamarca. 10,100,000 1,000 |, 2,000 4, 





Santiago. . 


1,000 ,, 2,000 ,, 
Tucu 


5.000 ,, 10,000 ,, 










Salta... 14,100,000 1,000 ,, 2,000 ,, 
Jujuy . 2,000,000 1,000 ,, 2,000 ,, 
Corrlentes 10,000 *, 20,000 ,, 


The total landed value of the republic may be 
summed up thus: - 





Uhis figure is incorrect: sce chapter on Wealth, 
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Description Sq. leagues Value $ gold Per league $ 





Agricultural....... 1,200 96,000,000 80,000 . 
Good pasture. 36,400 528,000,000 —14,500 
Waste, forest etc... 29,000 22,000,000 750 


Torat. 66,600 640,000,000 


A square league contains 6,666 English acres, or 
a little more than 10 square miles. The best land is 
in the province of Buenos Ayres, and as a rule the 
lands in the northern part of this province carry more 
sheep, and fetch a higher price, than those in the south; 


the capacity and price per square Teague averaging as 
follows :--- 











Value per league 
Cows and horses Sheep gold 





North. 600 20,000 80,000 
South . 1,000 10,000 40,000 
Frontiers . 1,300 3,000 10,000 





Most of the lands within 100 miles of the city 
of Buenos Ayres (besides large areas in Santa Fé and 
Entre Rios) are now given up to tillage, in small farms, 
which greatly enhances their value. The following 
scale shews the value approximately with reference to 
distance :— 


Miles from Value $ gold Shillings 
B. Ayres per sq. league per acre 
Under 100 160,000 100 
100—200 100,000 60 
200—400 30,000 20 
over 400 15,000 10 


In many of the Upper Provinces, as well as in 
Patagonia and elsewhere, there are great tracts of land 
utterly valueless. The total area of the republic may 
be briefly summed up thus:- - 
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Sq. bogues Actor English 
In use ‘ 37.600 
Forest etc 29,000 
Desert... 54,660 
Torat 121,260 


The land under the above item of * de * is not 
wholly barren; much of it may one day be made avail- 
able for pasture or tillage, but it is at present unocen- 
pied. Tn fact only 80 per cent of the republic, or 261 


million acres, is productive. 

The systern of Homestead grants is unknown 
the Argentine Republic, although a law to this end 
was passed by Congress, under President Sarmiento in 
1872; no facilities were given to settlers, and the law 
proved a dead-letter, 

Numerons colonies have, however, been established 
in Santa Fé, Entre Rios and Cordoba, in which the 
land has been sold by owners to immigrants at prices 
averaging $20 to 40 gold per cuadra, say from £1 
to £2 per aere, The Government has also started 
some colonies in a similar way, The first agricultural 
colony was founded by D. Aaron Castellanos at Expe- 
runza, Santa Fé in 1856, and now that Province counts 
uo fewer than 249 colonies with 108,000 European 
settlers. 

Land-grants have at times been given by the Na 
tional Government, in lots of 82 sq. leagues, or 200,000 
acres, with conditions of introducing a certain number 
of families. Concessions of this kind, were given be- 
tween 1881 and 1889 to the extent of 17.000 square 
miles, but the Government has since cancelled some, 
for very good reasons. 

It is impossible to arrive at the extent of public 
lands, some of which are held by the National Govern- 





WEALTH 19 





ment. others by the govermnents of the respective 
provinces. The national territories cover an area of 
O00 sq. leagues or 370.000,000. acy one-third of 
which would perhaps be useful for settlers. The Go- 
vernment of the Province of Buenos Avres in 10 years 
down to 1882 sold 3,000. sq. leagues or 20,000.00 acre: 
at an average price of $4,000 gold per square league or 
half-a-crown per acre. 

The Land Law passed by Congress in January 1884 
permits settlers to lease land from the National (to- 
vernment tor a term of 8 years. in lots of one square 
leagme. at $100 currency “isay £5 sterling) per. lot. 
but as these lands are situate in the Gran Chaco and 
Patagonia no settlers are likely to take them. 











V. Wealth. 


The growth of wealth in the first half of the 19" 
century was slow. We have no estimates earlier than 
1857. from which date down to 1884 the public for- 
tne multiplied itself 5 times over. In 1886 a period 
of inflation commenced, owing to the ne af 990 
millions of dollars in bank-notes and Cedulas, and a 
fictitious kind of wealth was created. Between 1890 
and 1892 a corresponding fall of values took place. 
averaging 67 per cent, so that all descriptions of real 
estate are now (1812) worth only one-third of what 
they were in 1889.* 











* An official table on this subject will be found in the Appendix. 
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According to the Receiver of Revenue in the Pro- 
ince of Buenos Ayres all landed-property has fallen 60 
cent. 
The following table shews approximately the wealth 
at three dates: 
Millions of $ gold 
7 = 
Dandeaeanenraces | 307 
Houses, .., : 95 
Cattle... 
Railways 


Sundries 


Jorat 


All the above values are in Id. Tt will t 
served that tle shew a decline of $74,000,000 (or 
22 per cent) since 1854, the result depreciation in 


paper-money, the present value being 950 millions ew 
reney or nominally almost three times as much as in 
1884. The new capital sunk i ailways since 1884 is 
over 800 million gold dollars, or £60,000,000_ sterling, 

The annual increase of wealth, in gold dollars, as 
compared with population shews thus: 


Perlod Medium pop. Inctease $ yearly per Inhab 


1857-—1884 2,100,000 $6,000,000 27 
1884 —1892 3,500,000 64,500,000 8 


It appears that in the period ending I884 the 
annual savings of two men were equal to those of thre 
in the period ending 1892; which shews that the crisis 
has diminished by one-third the power of the people 
to accumulate wealth. 

The followmg table, reducing the values to English 
money, shews the wealth of Argentina as compared 


with some other countr 
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Millions Value per 





£ sterling inhabitant, £. 
Argentina 478 130 
Australia. 1,373 343 
‘980 196 
9400 247 
8,600 224 
12,820 210 


The distribution of wealth in the various Provinces 
and the annual earnings of the people shew approxim- 
ately as follows: 


Millions $ gold 


Wealth Earnings 
















Buenos Ayres 205 950 148 
Entre Rios 42 Goo 140 
Santa Fé 40 740 165 
Cordoba 34 505 90 
Corrientes. . 18 330 65 
Tucuman . 16 280 76 
Mendoza... 13 420 80 
" 250 60 

1 350 jo 

9 320 68 

7 370 70 

9 420 75 

6 240 60 

5 170 55 

Tora. 2,407 417 590 104 


based on the offi- 





The foregoing table of wealth i: 
cial returns and an allowance of 25 per cent for sun- 
dries. As regards the Province of San Juan the ofti- 
cial value of lands quoted at page 16 from a table 
published by the National Government is evidently 
much too low, since we have before us returns by the 
San Juan Government, in 1888 which sum up $42,200,000 
gold. This is, on the other hand, an exaggeration, the 
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real value being abont the same as in Mendoza. The 

table quoted at page 16 is also at fanlt in putting an 

excessive value on the lands of Entre Rios and 

doba. After making due allowance for the above inae- 

curacies the component parts of wealth in the several 

Provinces will be found as in the subjoined table:— 
Millious of gold dollars 


Land Cattle = Rullways Sundries Tota 

Buenos Ayres... 341 5 333 14332 
Santa Fe 45 47188 
Cordoba. . « 40 gS tg 
San Luis. 1 9 37 
Mendoza 26 " 69 
San Juan 26 13 $3 
Rioja... ~~ 6 24 
Catamares 10 10 40 
Santlago... 9 “4 56 
Theuman i; 6 39 
Salta, ...... 4 12 9 
Jujuy... 4 ‘ 15 
Entre Rios . 79 49 197 
Corrientes. 28 24 go 
Toran 646 2 352 hoe 2,407 


Tt will be seen that Buenos Ayres (city and province 
together) stands for more than half the wealth of the 
republic, and: Entre Rios holds the second place. 


VI. Railways. 


The first line was that constructed from Buenos 
Ayres to the suburb of Flores, 6 miles, in 1857, at a 
cost of £65,000 sterling. The progress of railway con- 
struction in the past 80 years is shewn thus: 
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Year Miles open Cost 

6 65,000 
1875 770 7,300,000 
1884 2,290 15,750,000 
1890 5,710 68,800,000 





At present there are 7,230 miles either in actual 
traffic or in a condition to be ready before the end of 
1892. the various provinces shewing thus: 























: Miles Cost, & 
Buenos Ayres. 2,210 37,800,000 
Santa Fi 1,505 ‘9,200,000 
Cordoba 1,210 10,900,000 
Santlago 485° 2,900,000 
Entre Rios 440 2,600,000 
Mendoza. 260 2,500,000 
Tucuman . 210 1,800.000 
Corrientes, 190 1,600,000 
Catamarca . 180 1,300,000 
Salta... 180 








180 

80 
San Juan. . 60 
Juju 4o 





Toral, 7,230 





The amount of capital inv in railways, as 
compared with population is very great, being £18 per 
inhabitant, against €15 in France, £10 in Germany, £5 
in Italy, £22 in U. Kingdom, £24 in Australia and 
£35 in the United States. 

The mileage, capital and gross earnings in English 
gold) for the year ending December 1890 were as 
follows: 








THE ARGENTINE REPUBLI 


Miles Capital & Earnings 


G. Southern......... 838 11,000,000 480,000 
B. Ayres & Rosario... 738 8,400,000 10,000 
North Central......, 688 6,200,000 300,000 
Western, B. Ayres 634 12,800,000 730,000 
S. Fé Colonies ... 506 2 170,000 
Central Argentine 43 6,800,000 
Pacific. « 435 3,390,000 
G. Western : 318 3:900,000 £50,000 
Entre Rios 1,200,000 40,000 
E. Argentine 170 6,200,000 4,000 
Andine 187 850,000 40,000 
East Argentine 0 1,000,000. 20,000 
West. S/F. 130 800,000 55,000 
Ensenada,.,.. % 900 «200,000 


Various Hines . 325 2,550,000 __ 106,000 


710 68,800,000 3,430,000 


The passenger and goods traffic on the principal lines 
in 1890 shewed thu 


b.-ot 
Central Argootine 2,380,000 870,000 5,530 2,020 
G. Southern 2;120,000 950.000. 2,820 1130 
Ensenada 1,785,000 405,000 26,800 6,100 
B, Ay. & Rosario 1,§10,000 805,000 2,040 1,090 
B, Ay, Western... 905,000 §90,000 1,420 920 
North Cental... 350,000 S10 610 
Pacific. .... 200,000 215,000 y70 S05 
Fé Colonies 235,000 340,000 460 670 
Various tin «382,000 870,000 415 620 


TOTAL 10,667,000 §,46$,000 1,760 960 


Four of the lines with an ageregate of 640 miles, 
were worked at a loss, the working-expenses exceeding 
the earnings. The net earnings of the other lines 
shewed thus 
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Net earn 

















aes Profit 

‘Amount £ £ per mile 0” “pital 
B. Ayres Western.... 320,000 505, 2.5 
B. Ayres & Rosario. . 255,000 345 363 
G. Southern. . 250,000 300 2.2 
Central Argentine. 120,000 285 1.8 
Ensenada .., 90,000 136 5.0 
». Fé Colonies. 36,000 n 1.8 
North Central. 31,000 45 0.5 
Pacific. . 28,000 66 0.8 
‘Various. 40,000 44 0.5 
"TAL 1,170,000 231 2.0 


Deducting the 640 miles that earn nothing the annual 
net. proceeds on the remainder amount to just 2 per 
cent on capital. But if the 640 miles were included 
the net earnings on the whole railway capital would 
be only 1 34 per cent. 

The following table shews the number of locomotives, 
the mileage run by them, in 1890 and the gross ear- 
nings per mile run: 

















Locomotives Miles run $ gold per mile 
G. Southern. 149 2,220,000 1.10 
B. Ay. & Rosario 97 2,080,000 1.50 
North Central 94 1,860,000 0.80 
Central Argen' 107 1,420,000 1.10 
Various... 433 4,820,000 

Tora, 880 12,400,000 


The ordinary gauge is 5 feet 6 inches, but the Entre 
Rios lines are 4 teet 81% inch, and the North Central as 
well as most of the Santa Fé railways are only 40 inches. 

Much capital has been wasted in the construction of 
lines nearly parallel: there are, for example, two lines 
from Buenos Ayres to Bahia Blanca, two to Rosario, 
two to Mercedes, three from Rosario to Tucuman; the 
duplicate lines making up fully 1,600 miles, the con- 
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1870 at a cost of £20,000 per mile. The was no 
Government guarantee. Mr. Wheelwright intended 
making a port at Ensenada. but his death in 1873 
was fatal to the schome. The line has recently been 
prolonged to Magdalena. Gar 

. The Andine, 157 miles, from Ville Maria to Villu 
Sealey Rio Quinto) was begun by Messrs, Jackson 
& Co, in 1870 and opened to Rio Cnartoin 1873, The 
second section was made by Messrs. Rogers & Thomas 
in 1875. This line was built for the Argentine Govern- 
ment and has been very unprofitable: the Government 
has made repeated efforts to sell it, us the gross re- 
ceipts do not exceed 50 a mile, Gauge 64% feet, 

7. East Argentine, from Concordia to Caseros, 99 
miles, 4 ft. 8144 inch gauge, was built by an English 
eompany in 1874—76, on a Government guarantee of 
7 per cent for £10,000 a mile. In 14 years, ending 
1890, the Government had paid £990,000 on account 
of this guarantee. 

Buenos Ayres & Rosario: the first section to 
Campana was made in 1875 by an English company, 
who had a guarantee for £8,000 a mile. The line was 
opened to Rosario in 1886, and a prolongation to Tu- 
cuman. in IS#1. Length 738 miles, gauge 564% feet 

9. Central Northern was built by Count Telfener 
the National Government as far as Tucuman, 341 miles, 
in 1B74—76 at a cost of £4,460 per mile, Mr, 
Wheelwright had desired to make this line a prolon- 
gation of the Central Argentine, but the Government 
unluckily preferred the narrow-gauge project of Telfener, 
and Mr. Wheelwright died of a broken heart. The 
introduction of the 40—inch gange was disastrous, 
causing much tronble and expense by the break of 
gauge at Cordoba. The line has since been prolonged 
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to Jujny: total length 688 miles, of which 540 have 
been sold to an English company, for the sum of 
£33,200.000 sterling. The remaining 148 miles belong 
to the Government, 

~~ 10. G. Western, 318 miles, 51% ft. gange, was built 
by Government engineers. It is in reality a continuation 
of the Andine line, from Villa Mercedes to the Andes, 
The section to San Luis was opened in 1880, that to 
Mendoza in 1884, and to San Juan in 1886. It has 
been sold to an English company: the gross receipts 
are under £500 a mile. 

11. Santa Fé Western, 130 miles, 51% feet gauge, 
was commenced by Carlos Casado in 1883, to connect 
his colony of Candelaria with the port of Rosario, the 
Government of Santa Fé giving him a guarantee on an 
outlay of £4,800 per mile, besides a grant of 50 square 
leagues or 330,000 acres for colonies. A second section 
was afterwards made to Melincue. and a third known 
as the Sanford-Celman branch. 

Santa Fé Colonies, 506 miles, 40 inch gange: 
this is a group of narrow-gauge lines constructed. for 
the Santa Fé Government: one goes to Reconquista on 
the river Parani, facing Goya; another to the Murricta 
colony of San Cristobal in the Chaco. 

Pacific line, 425 miles, ‘from Buenos Ayres to 
Villa Mercedes, was made in 1887 by Me: J.& M. 
Clark, who had a concession with 7 per cent guarantec 
from the Government: they sold it to an English com- 
pany. gauge 519 feet. 

14. Entre Rios Central. 184 miles, 4 feet 815. inch 
gauge, was built by the Provincial Government and 
ceded in March 1882 to an English company. It crosses 
the province from Parana to Concepcion. and has bran- 
ches to Victoria, Villaguay, Gualeguay and Gualeguaychu. 
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Transandine: about 65 miles of this line are wor 
king, from Mendoza to Cuevas, and it is hoped te have 
it completed in two years to Chile. The tunel at the 
Cambre will be 10,568 ft. over sea-level. 

16. North-east Argentine: this line is in construction 
for an English company by Messrs. Clark. Ono section 
is completed, from Caseros to Mercede: i 
another, 70 miles, from Corrientes to 
the section from Si as to Mercedes is comple 
line will be 230 miles long: gauge 4 ft. 8'g inches 
It is also proposed to make a line from Caseros to 
Posadas, crossing Misiones, 250 miles in length. 

17. North-west Argentine, from Tucuman to Monte- 
ros and Lamadrid, 112 miles, was built in 1888 by an 
English company. It forms a Joop-line with the North 
Central. The gross receipts in 1890 were £200 per 
mile. the net earnings nil. 

18, nta FéSonthern, from Constitucion to Carlota. 
190 miles, The net proceeds in 1890 were only £3.600 
ing: the gross earnings averaged £100 per mile. 

19. Rufino and Villa Maria, 137 miles, 4!4 fl. gauge, 
was built by an English company in 1890, who have 
leased it to the Pacific Railway C 

20. Cordoba & Rosario. 200 miles. 40. 
constructed by Hume & Co. for an English company: 
it was opened in 1891 

21. Funes to Famatina, 280 miles. range 40 inches, 
ix a branch of the North Central not yet completed, 
Tho section open to traifie terminates at Padquia, abont 
180 miles from the junction at Dean Funes 

Recreo to Catamarea, 150 miles. 40—inch gan 
1s another branch of the North Central 

23. Frias to Santiago, 100 miles, is also a branch 
of the same line. 
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24. Cordoba North-western, 70 miles, gauge 40-inches, 
connects Cordoba and Cruz del Kje. 
_ 25. Bahia Blanca North-western, 51% feet gauge, was 
intended to cross the Pampas from Bahia Blanca to 
Villa Mercedes (Rio Quinto), but the works, on conclu- 
sion of the section to General Acha, 172 miles, were 
suspended. 


VII. Finances. 


The revenue of the republic, reduced to gold dollars, 
has been as follows:— 


$ gold. £ sterhng. 
1864 7,010,000 1,400,000 
1870 15,330,000 3,060,000 
1880 20,250,000 4,050,000 
1887 42,200,000 8,440,000 
1890 29,300,000 5,860,000 
1891 19,200,000 3,840,000 * 


If we sum up the revenue and expenditure for 26 
years the account will stand thus: — 


Revenue Expenditure Debt 

$ gold. $ gold. % gold. 
61,600,000 83,700,000 47,510,000 
88,100,000 123,500,000 82,880,000 
90,300,000 93,700,000 86,310,000 
145,700,000 177,800,000 118,400,000 
203,300,000 411,300,000 303,600,000 
26 years. “589,000,000 890,000,000 





* The revenue for 1892 is likely to reach $27,300,000, say 
£5,500,000 sterling. 
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Debt has multiplied 6-fold in the above interval of 
26 years. The following table, from the official returns, 
shews its growth more clearly: — 


Fovrtgn Lateran 
$ gokk $ cold. 
10,900,000 6,200,000 


92,600,000 25,800,000 
175,500,000 128,100,000 


The foreign debt in Dec. 1891 was composed thus: — 








$ gold. 

Pellegrini Joan... 4,300,000 
Loans suspended, ... 120,000,000 
Moratorio loan... 15,200,000 
Torar... 175,500,000 


Tuternal debt was made up thus:— 
Gcerrency. gold. 


Currency loans 29,300,000 = 9,100,000 











Gold .. 28,600,000 
Free Banks... + 90,400,000 
Toran. . 128,100,000 


If the unissued portion of the Moratorio loan (which 
in December 1891 was about 60 millions) were to be 
added the forsign debt would then reach 235 millions, 
and the total debt would ba 363 millions, or about 
£73,000,000 sterling. 

If we take merely the funded debt of the Nation 
and compare it with public wealth at various dates we 
find as follows: — 





Millions § old. 





> ~ = Ratio 
Year. Wealth. Net. Delt. of debe. 
1857 15 spec 
1885 138 gre 
1892 304 ree 
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The public debt in 6 years, from 1885 to 1891, rose 
185 millions which is accounted for thus:— 








$ gold 

Free Banks... 90,400,000 
Public Works etc 94,800,000 
Torat. 185,200,000 





Besides the funded debt there, are various obligations 
which in some countries are treated as public debt:— 


Amount Interest 


$ gold. % gold. 
Guaranteed railways. 80,400,000 4,500,000 








Cedulas ... 42,800,000 3,400,000 
Paper-money 75,000,000 -_ 
TorAL.... 198,200,000 7,900,000 


In the above table Cedulas and paper-money are re- 
duced to a gold equivalent at 350 per cent: the Pro- 
vincial Cedulas of Buenos Ayres are not included. 

Provincial Finances. 


The latest returns (1891) shew the estimated revenue, 
the debt and the annual service of-debt as follows: — 













Revenue Devt Interest 
Province $ gold. $ gold $ gold. 
Buenos Ayres.. 3,400,000 $4,000,000 4,000,000 
Entre Rios . 900,000 14,400,000 900,000 
Cérdoba 600,000 29,000,000 2,000,000 
Santa Fé. 730,000 25,000,000 1,200,000 
Mendoza... 130,000 4,600,000 300,000 
Salta . 100,000 4,900,000 300,000 
Santiago. 200,000 4,700,000 _-300,00c 
Corriente: 360,000 4,900,000 300,000 
130,000 4,400,000 260,000 
300,000 3,000,000 200,000 
120,000 3,000,000 200,000 
150,000 2,300,000 130,000 
70,000 1,500,000 100,000 
40,000 50,000 = 


7,270,000 155,950,000 10,210,000 


a 
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Municipal Finances, 








Revenue Debt Tuterest 

$ gold $ gold. gold. 

Buenos Ayres... 2,700,000 30,000,000 1,800,000 
Rosario. 420,000 6,500,000 400,000 
250,000 4,900,000 240,000 

110,000 2,000,000 120,000 

‘ 70,000 1,300,000 80,000 

11 other towns, __ $50,000 1,009,000 __ 60,000 
ToraL... 4,100,000 44,800,000 2,700,000 


The revenue, debt and annual cost: of service of debt, 
national, provincial and municipal, in 1892 sum up as 
follows: — 








Dent hiterest 
$ gold. $ gold. 
National... 27,500,000 303,600,000 16,700,000 
Provincial... 7,270,000 155,950,000 10,231,000 
Municipal ... 4,100,000 44,800,000 __ 2,700,600 





Torat,. 38,870,000 504,350,000 29,010,000 


The inventory of National proper drawn up in 
1888 by order of Pres. Juarez Celman shewed a total 
of 708 millions currency or $362,700,000 gold, say 
£72,000,000 sterling. Some of the items were, how- 
ever, exaggerated and others had no real value. The 
figures may be summed up thus:— 













Valuation Heal value 
$ gold 3 gold. 

141,300,000 56,700,000 

40,000,000 18,100,000 

Bank shares . 29,200,000 190,000 
Bank deposits 76,200,000 = 

Drainage works. 14,000,000 —_£4,000,000 

Railways... 32,000,000 

Sundries... 6,000,000 





OTAL Tact 127,700,000 


BANKING — 


The tunk-shares which were valued at £82 each may 
now be booght for £1, and the bank-deposits were not 
available, the hanks being insolvent. 


Vill, Banking. 


On the 15" January 1822 the first bank in the Liver 
Plate was founded under the name Casa de Monod 
by a tnmber of English and Argentine merchants. 
simply as a bank of discount, all currency being in gold 
aud silver. In 1826 it was reformed as the “Bank of 
the United Provinees.”’ and a board of directors con- 
stituted, in which we find the names of Joshua Thwaite 
James Britain and James Barton. Paper-money was 
then first created, namely to the amount of $2,700,000, 
exchange being at the rate of 44 pene 8 dollars 
to the doubloon. The capital paid-up was one million 
dollars, or £180,000 sterling. and the business was so 
profitable that the first dividend was 30 per cent.. 
shares. of $1.000 each, rising to a premimn of 7 
eent. The war with Bra 1 

to make advances to tl nment, 
—@ fresh issue of pa In October 
follar hud fallen to 7 


in that year the issue amounted 


KO), exchange being 122 to the doubloon 


were Jess than 3 pence, or 300 to the doubloon 
TSIG there was a fresh issue, which raised the 
it it Circulation to 126 millions, the dollar falling 
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by monthly amortization: down. to ash be which year 
ts currency stood at 840 millions. In 1866 Governor 
Alsina established the Oficina de Cambios to convert 
the currency at 25 for one, that is about two-penve, 

The currency remained stationary until May 17" 
1876, when the Oficina de Cambios closed its doors, 
Se nt Gy renal meee 


rency yy repeat 
lions in 1867 to 865 millions in 1882, the gold premium 
rising to 86 cent. 

President re-modelled the our ee 
time, in 1883, the old money being (July) at 
the rate of 25 for one. The new issue therefore com- 
prised abont 35 millions, convertible for gold, say 
£7,000,000 sterling. Since then there have been various 
issues, by other banks, the actual amount in cireulation 
being officially stated at 261 millions, which has caused 
a depreciation of 70 per cent. The dollar now stands 
at 14 pence, and the total issue represents about 16 
millions sterling. 

The National Bank was founded in 1873 with a ca- 
pital of § million hard dollars, say £1,600,000 sterling, 
which was raised in 1884 to 20,600,000 dollars, and 
afterwards to 50,000,000. It is now in liquidation. 

A new National Bank was started by Government 
in December 1891, with a capital of 50 millions of in- 
convertible currency, involving a new issue. 

The first private bank was that of Baron Mani 
founded in 1858, which carried on a good business for 
17 years, till 1875, when it was closed. The second 


ING 


ms the London and River Plate Bank, opened IM Ja- 
mary 1863, with a paid-np capital of £600,000. Bran- 
tles were established in Montevideo, Cordoba and Ro- 
aria, This bank given dividends averaging mors 
fan 10 per cent per annum, and has now over 100 
dlerks, 

Carabassa’s bank opened in 1860, has recently been 
amalgamated with the London and River Plate Bank, 

The Italian Bank, founded in 1872 by Mossrs 
Demarchi and others, paid more than 150 per cent in 
dividends down to 1890, 

The English Bank of the River Plate, founded in 
1880, failed in 1891. 

Tn late years several foreign banks have established 
agencies in this city, such as the London and Brazi- 
lian, the English Bank of Rio Janeyro &c,, besides 
some new banks op . including the Anglo-Argentine, 
the Baneo Comercial, the French, German, Spanish and 
others, 

Tn 1854 there were 6 banks. the balance-sheets 
shewing thus, in gold dollars (5 equal to one pound 
sterling): 

Captor Deposita 
$ gold $ gold 

Proviedal........... 32,700,000 66,900,000 34,600,000 

Natlanal...... 20,700,000 14,000,000 21,600,000 

Caratasse ......,.., 7,000,000 0 

London & KR. Vlate . 3,400,000 

Teallan..,. +... 1600000 3 

English of R. Pa §,000,000 100,000 


TOTAL 74.400,000 98,200,000 56,20 


Ty January 1885 President Roca issned a decree an- 
therizing the banks of issue te suspend specie payments 
Th 1888 Congress passed the famous Pacheco bill for 
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Free-banking, by which new banks of issue were cre- 
ated without any obligation to pay their notes in spec 
The consequence was that in October 1889 there we 
52 banks, and the country was flooded with inconver- 
tible paper-money. 

The balance sheet for Dec. 31" 1888 of the Pache- 
co Free Banks shewed thus: 


Tank Capital pnid " Funds deposited Reserve fu i 
$ $ $ 3 


Natlonal..,.. 41,300,000 41,300,000 13,900,000 86,600,000 
Provinelal B.A. 34,300,000 34,400,000 13,950,000 
Cordoba .. 13,800,000 8,000,000 _—2,810,000 
Santa Fé. . 4,000,000 $000,000 3,900,000 
Tucuman. 3,000,000 
Salta . 300,000 125,000 150,000 

nire Rios 3,000,000 3,000,000 300,000 8,500,000 
Santiago . 1,800,000 3,070,000 210,000 2,100,000. 
Mendoza {800,000 3,000,000 300,000 3,000,000 
Catamarca 1,500,000. 1,200,000 120,000 1,200,000 
Salta . 4,100,000 4,800,000 480,000 4,800,000 
San Luis 600,000 600,000 60,000 ‘600,000. 
Rioja... - 1,045,000 100,000 1,040,000 
San Juan 1,660,000 110,000 1,100,000 
Corrientes... 0 2 200,000 2,000,000 
Private 2,800,000 1,980,000 310,000 1,835,000 


TOTAL 121,700,000 110,300,000 37,900,000 218,700,000 


The issue of the above banks was supposed to be 
guaranteed by gold deposited with the Government. 
but the gold was made use of and none of it re 
mains 

Official returns were published in 1889 of 24 banks 
(the others hay given no statement) shewing the 
assets on Dec. 31 1888 in gold dollars (reduced from 
currency at 140 per 100) as follows 



































BANKING 
Bank $ gold £ sterling 
Provincial (B. A.) ... 141,000,000 =: 28,000,000 
National. ... 103,000,000 20,400,000 
London and R. Plate 39,500,000 7,800,000 
English Bank of R. P. 29,500,000 §,800,000 
Constructor... . 18,500,000 3,600,000 
Italian... 14,000,000 2,700,000 
C 11,800,000 27300,000 
10,600,000 2,100,000 
7,200,000 1,400,000 
Comercio. 3,800,000 1,100,000 
‘Territorial 5,200,000 * 1,000,000 
French, 5,000,000 1,000,000 
Prestamos. 450,000 ‘900,000 
Credito Real 4;200,000 800,000 
Entre Rios 4200,000 800,000 
La Plata... 4,000,000 800,000 
New Italian. 3,500,000 700,000 
Mercantil. . 3,500,000 700,000 
Popular B. Ayres.... 2,800,000 $50,000 
Popular Argentino... 1,800,0c0 350,000 
Descuento, z 250,000 
Santa Fé Constructor - 170,000 
Salta. 170,000 
150,000 
Torar. = 83,540,000 


The sum totals of the 











anks 





lows reduced to gold at the same date thus: 











As:ets # gold 
Discounts....... 266,200,000 
Pub. fund. 245400,000 
Real estate 13,100,000 
Debts. 31,700,000 
Sundries... 39,300,000 
Cash. '48.800.000 


TOTAL 423,500,000 

Liabilities 
Capital. 
Deposits 
Issue, &e, . 


115,500,000 
184,800,000 
123,200,000 
423,500,000 








£ sterling , 
= 52,800,000 
4,800,000 
2,600,000 
6,300,000 
7,440,000 
9.600.000 


= 83,540,000 


22,800,000 
36,600,000 
10,000 


540,000 





shewed as fol- 
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The capital, deposits and issue of all banks in the 
Republic reduced to gold valne, were as follows: 


1584 188 12 
$ gold $ gold $ gold 
Capital 34,400,000 5,500,000 2,200,000 


Deposits... 98,200,000 184,800,000 = 
Issue . 56,200,000 —«'123,200,000 75,000,000 


The existing banks and their capital reduced to gold 
in April 1892 were: 


Paid Capital 


$ gold £ sterling 


Argentine ......1.... 3,000,000 600,000 
London and R. Plate 4,500,000 00,000 
British and S. American 1,500,000 300,000 
London and Brazilian, 3,800,000 750,000 
Anglo-Argentine...... 1,250,000 250,000 
Ttalian a5 4,800,000 950,000 
French .. .-+ 300,000 490,000 
German... ++... 2,300,000 500,000 
Spanish.....-. 3 ° 360,000 
New Italian... 5 300,000 
Roman...... 120,000 
Commercial... noe.n00 80,000 


28,150,000 5,610,000 


All these are in Buenos Ayres, those in the other 
Provinces counting for nothing. There has been a loss 
of 75 per cent in the banking capital of the republic 

200, st four vears. 
The value of the y as compared with 
pcle payments in January 
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Year 


1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 


Average for 100 $ gold in currency 





Highest —_ Lowest 


month month 
148 122 
156 116 
145 124 
154 142 
233 151 
3ir 225 
437 319 


‘Apnual Dollar 


average in pence 
137 35-8 
139 35-3 
135 36.3 
148 33.1 
180 27.2 
257 19.0 
373 13.1 


In April 1892 the quotation fell to 334, giving the 
paper-dollar a value of nearly 15 pence (14.7). 
The following table shews the amount of currency 
at various dates and its value in gold: 


1826 
1836 
1846 
1856 
1866 
1876 
1886 
1892 


% 

2,700,000 
15,200,000 
490,000,000 
170,000,000 
420,000,000 
711,000,000 
70,000,000 
261,000,000 


£ 


Value 
sterling 
500,000 
350,000 
750,000 


1,700,000 
3,400,000 
4,800,000 


4M, 


500,000 


15,200,000 


The Hypothecary or Mortgage Bank of Buenos Ayres 
was founded by the Provincial Government in 1473. 
and the amount of Cedulas in circulation was as fol- 


lows: 


The National Mortgage 


305,000,000 


Market 
price 


Value 
in gold, $ 


Bank was started by the 
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National Government in December 1886, and the Cedu- 
las in circulation in currency and in gold were:— 


$ currency $ gold 
1887 49,300,000 

1889 83,500,000 18,000,000 
1891 83,300,000 19,700.00 


The total amount of national and provincial Cedulas 
in circulation and the saleable value of same were as 
follows: — . 


Year Amount ¢ Value, gold $ Discount 
1873 6,500,000 5,530,000 15 pc 
1880 13,000,000 8,300,000 36 > 
1888 253,000,000 143,400,000 44> 
1892 408,000,000 65,200,000 84 + 


Payment of coupons on Provincial Cedulas has been 
spended since April 1801. It is estimated that the 
st. to the public of all kinds of Cedulas in circulation 
was: 












$ gold 
Provinclal 190,500,000 
National 75,500,000 











ToTAL 266,000,000 


The present market value being only $65,200,000 
gold there has been a loss of $201,000,000. gold, or 
£40,500,000, in this description of investment. 





IX. Commerce. 


The values of imports and exports, reduced to gold 
dollars, were at various dates as follows: 
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Years Imports $ Exports $ Total § 
7,700,000 6,100,000 13,800,000 
6,700,000 7,100,000 13,800,000 
10,500,000 11,300,000 21,800,000 
27,100,000 22,100,000 49,200,000 
55,800,000 50,300,000 106,100,000 
92 200,000 83,900,000 176,100,000 
67,200,000 96,700,000 163,900,000 





The above were the official values, which are in some 
respects inisleading. because gross exaggerations, For 
example: 





Value $ gold per ton 











Official eal 
Sugars. cece 190 Bo 
Rice 80 40 
Tea 1,000 500 
Salt 50 15 
Wheat. 60 4o 





After careful examination we find that imports were 
valued 5U per cent, exports 20 per cent, above their 
real value, 

On this basis we find that the real trade of the last 
3 years was as follows: 








Real value 

Year Imports Exports Total 

$ gold gold $ gold 
1887 78,300,000 70,300,000 —-148,600,000 
1888 85,600,000 83,400,000 109,000,000 
1889, 109,700,000 75,100,000 184,800,000 
1890 94,800,000 84,000,000 178,800,000 
1891 44,800,000 80,600,000 —_—123,400,000 
Average 82,800,000 78,700,000 161,500,000 


The imports and exports from and to various coun- 
tries in 1891 shewed thus 
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Offical value, $ gold 


Tmports from Exports to. tal 


Britain... 28,300,000 14,800,000 43,100,000 
France... {900,000 700,000 $8,600,000 
Germany... 6,200,000 1,460,000 
Belgium-. 6,500,000 16,600,000 
U. States, 3,490,000 4,200,000 
lialy... 4,200,000 «3,200,000 400,000 
Brazil. 1,590,000 9,100,000 10,600,000 
Spain. . 1,000,000 1,300,000 2,900,000 
Various ..... 7,600,000 12,400,000 20,000,000 


TOTAL 67,200,000 96,700,000 163,900,000 


The import trade during the last four years shewed 
as follows: 
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Sugary tons... 19,400 34,500 29,500 12,800 
Rice, 13,600 15,900 11,800 
Catfee, 3,200 2,7 1,900 
Tobacco, 4,600 3,200 
Yerba, 2 18,000 
24,000 14,000 

$15,000 350,000 

4,800 

r 0 9,500 26,800 12,200 

. 0 2,600 850 100 
Sewing-machines N 2,000 13,000 3,200 
Clocks me 76,000 101,000 9,000 13,000 
Wine gallons. 00,000 23,000,000 19,000,000 7,200,000 
Beer * ese 779,000 1,360,000 860,000 45,000 
Bran ty 260,000 350,000 240,000 90,000 
Gin . 350,000 330,000 240,000 45,000 
Olive oil + 1,100,000 1,400,000 1,100,000 600,000 
Petroleum» 100,000 4,000,000 3,600,000 2,300,000 
Lumber sq. metres... o £8,300,000 9,900,000 4,100,000 
Dry goods, $ gold 32,300,000 30,100,000 17,100,000 


The export trade in the same years was:— 
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1888 1889 1890 1891, 
Wool, tons, 131,700 141,800 118,400 138,600 
Sheepskins~ 28,100 36,400 27,100 24,200 
Tallow 14,800 18,300 17,400 20.700 
Meat 44,800 58,300 63,900 62,600 
Wheat 186,900 27,100 342,800 317,700 
Maize + 162,300 432,600 707,300 «$83,200 
Hay . 9,300 20,400 19,100 30,100 
Linseed _- 40,200 28,200 30,700 6,500 
Hides N°. 3,670,000 3,590,000 4,560,000 4,290,000 





The total export trade was classified according to 
value as follows:-- 





7 1883, 1889 180 1891 
Ctaas $ gold $ gold $ gold gold 
Pastoral... 78,500,009 100,600,000 69,500,000 67,200,000 


Agricultural 16,900,000 17,400,000 25,600,000 21,900,000 
Sundries .. 4,700,000 _ 4,800,000 _§,700,000 _ 7,600,000 
TOTAL 100,100,000 122,800,000 100,800,000 46,700,000 








The different ports of the republic stood thus in 
1890 (nominal values): -- 
Imports § Exports @ Total ¢ 
Buenos Ayres... 103,200,000 57,700,000 160,900,000 
Rosario 15,700,000 16,000,000 31,700,000 
$,400,000 1,100,000 6,500,000 
Bahia Blanca.. 3,400,000 3,100,000 6,400,000 
San Nicolas... 500,000 §,100,000 5,600,000 
Concordia ...... 2,100,000 2,700,000 4,800,000 
La Plata 3,000,000 1,100,000 4,100,000 
Various. . 9,000,000 14,000,000 _ 23,000,000 
TOTAL "142,200,000 100,800,000 243,000,000 

















The ratio of customs-dues to commerce was as 
follows :- - 


a Commerce Duties ‘ 
ed $ gold $ gold Ball 
1870 76,800,000 14,000,000 18 p. 


1880 100,600,000 15,600,000 15.» 
1891 163,900,000 14,700,000 4g» 
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We have already shewn that the official valuation is 
too high and that the real total of trade in 1891 did 
not exceed $123,400,000 gold: hence the customa-dnes 
in that y were not but 12 per cent on the gross 
valne. 

Tho carrying-trade as regards vessels trading with 
foreign ports in 1890) compared with previons years 
thus 


Tonnage 
Your Clenret Tota 

1881 1,320,000 1,170,000 2,490,000 
1885 3,600,000 3,350,000 6,930,000 
1890 6,340,000 $510,000 11,850,000 


The coasting-trade ancl river traffic shewed as fol- 


lows: 
Tonk 


Yenr Entered I Tow 


1881 1,790,900 3,560,000 
1885 2,950,000 3,050,000 6,000,000 
1890 0, 2,880,000 6,200,000 
It is worth observing that while foreign trade mul- 
tiplied nearly five-fold in 9 years the tonnage of coasting- 
vessels did not double itself. 
The trade from foreign countries shewed entries as 
follows 
Tou 
team jing tal 
419,000 1,320,000 
1885 830,000 770,000 3,000,000 


The entries of multiplied three-fold 


those of steamers 


This is not stiri of the high seas, since it embraces that 
of Montevideo, Pay and ather riverine ports, not Argentine 
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Coasting and river-port entries shewed: 


1880 
1885, 
1890, 


‘Tons 
Stem alin 
1,280,000 $10,000 
2,275,000 675,000 
2,540,000 780,000 


‘Total e 
1,790,000 
2,930,000 
3,320,000 


The various ports shewed the following tonnage of 


eutries from foreign countries, in 1890: 


Ports 


Buenos Ayres . 


Rosario 
Concordia 
Colon...... 
San Nicolas, 
La Plata. 
Various... 


ee 
The daily local tratfic between Montevideo and Bue- 





wos Ayres is 











steam ail 
1,860,000 860,000 
610,000 140,000 

380,000 15,000 

350,000 5,000 
270,000 —10,000 

75,000 120,000 
1,505,000 140,000 

‘OTAL 5,050,000 1,290,000 


‘Total 
2,720,000 
750,000 
395,000 
355,000 
280,000 
195,000 
1,645,000 


6,340,000 


included in the above, and as this trade 


is mostly done by steamers carriying the Argentine 





flag the 


foreign trade of 


the Republic, viz: 














Flag Entries, toms 
British. . 2,650,000 
Argentine « 1,830,000 
French 395,000 
Ttalian . .. 305,000 
German . 290,000 
Norwegian. 230,000 
Various. . 640,000 

‘Yorat. 0,340,000 


said flag figures very largely in the so-called 


Excluding the steamers on the Buenos Ayres and 
Montevideo route we find the foreign trade of the Re- 


public shews 





4,500,000 tons of entries, and that 


60 


per cent of it is done on British bottom. 


THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





Public Departments. 


The army of the line on peace footing comprices 
7,000 men, of whom 3,500 infantry. There are 15 

rls, 240 field officers and 880 under field rank. The 

ational Guard counts 540,000 men, of whon 420,000 
are “activos” between the ages of 17 and 45, and 
120,000 *pasivos” or reserve, between 45 and 


The navy comprises 3 ironclads, 16 cruisers and gun- 
hoats, and 15 torpedo-yessels. The Admiral Brown is 
a sea-going armor-clad, 4,200 tons, 5,400 horse-power, 
protected by 9-inch steel armor, and carrying 8 heavy 
Armstrong guns, 11!4 ton breech-loaders: she is eqnip- 
ped with Whitehead torpedoes and electric light, 
was built by Messrs, Samuda from designs by k 
White. The “25 de Mayo” was built in 1891 and is 
considered one of the finest cruisers afloat. The torpedo- 
vessel Muraturi has a speed of 26 miles an hour, and 
carries torpedoes of 16-inch diameter, zest in the 
world. The fleet is manned by 320 officers, 810 seamen 
and 370 marines 

The troops of the Line use Remingtons, the artillery 
Krupp and Gatling guns, and the navy Armstrong and 
Vavaseur guns. There are a naval school at Martin 
Garcia and a military college at San Martin. The total 
annual expenditure for army and navy averages 
$15,000,000 currency or £800,000 sterling, 

Public instruction has made great progress in recent 

airs, as we see by comparmg the official returns of 
1891 with those of 18 
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1683 1891 
Schools. 1,746 3-233 
Scholars . 124,900 249,700 
The schools of 1891 shewed as follows: 
Schools ‘Teachers Scholars 
Public. 2,400 5.399 194,700 
Private . 833 1,656 55,000 
Toran. 3,233 7,055 249,700 


The number of’ pupils and the expenditure shewed as 


follows: 
Pupils § currency 












B. Ayres city. 54,600 1,520,000 
Province: of B. $0,100 "2,120,000 
Tucuman. 15,700 450,000 
Cordoba. 12,600 380,000 
Corrientes 9,300 220,000 
Santa Fé. 9,300 1,000,000 
Other provinces 98,100 3,720,000 

Toral, ~ 249,700 9,410,000, 


The above expenditure ix equal to £550,000 sterling 
or 44 shillings per pupil. Compared with population it 
is 3 shillings per inhabitant. These figures compare with 
other countries thus:—- ‘ 


Australia. |. 

Canada . : 48 

The number of children of school age is 720,000; it 

appears, therefore, that only one-third attend school, in 

spite of the efforts made to provide primary education. 
t 
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The National Government hus recently built 40 superb 
schools in the capital, besides many in the Provinces. 
There are 1 National Colleges, one in each province: 
and two in the capital, with 449 professors and 3.017 
pupils; besides #4 Normal Schools, with 1,005 teachors 
aud 12.746 pupils. The University of Buenos Ayres 
has 1,0L0 students and 60 professors, that of Condoba 
120 students and 14 professors. There are also a school 
of Mines at San Jnan, two agricultnral, one naval, and 
one tilitary school 

The Museum of Buenos Ayres was for 30 years under 
the charge of the eminent professor Hermann Burmeister, 
who ir in March 1802. That of La Plata has 
for enrator the naturalist and explorer Francis Moreno. 
The Observatory of Cordoba, founded by Dr. Benjamin 
Gould for the Argentine Gove ent in 1874, is di- 
rected by Professor Thome. There are state Libraries 
at Buenos Ayres and La Plata, and varions free libra- 
ries of less note 

The newspaper-press comprices 24 daily and 146 other 
papers. The oldest papers are, the Nacional founded in 
1853, and the Standard in 1861. The latter was the 
first English daily paper founded in South Amer 
Tiwre are 14 papers published daily in Buenos Ayres, 
in Spanish. Enghsh, French, Italian and German. with 
an aggregate issue of 90,000 copies, that is about 
2,500,000 monthly. 

The Post Office returmms compare as follows: 


Yeor — atters and papers Population 
1860 1,340,000 
1865 
1835 
1882 
1891 
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The bank-shares which were valued at £ 
now be bought for ¢1. and the bank-depos 
available. the banks being insolvent. 


2 each may 
its were not 





VII. Banking. 





On the 15" January 1822 the first bank in the River 
Plate was founded under the name Casa de Moneda. 
by a number of English and Argentine merchants. 
sunply as a bank of discount. all currency being in gold 
and silver. In 1826 it was reformed as the -Bank of 
the United Provinc and a board of directors con- 
stituted. in which we find the names of Joshua Thwaites. 
James Britain and James Barton. Paper-money was 
then first created. namely to the amount of $2.700,000, 
exchange being at the rate of 44 pence. or 1S dollars 
to the donbloon. The capital paid-up was one million 
dollars. or €180.000 sterling. and the business was so 

ividend was 30 per cent.. the 
shares. of $1.000 each, rising to a premitmn of 70 per 
cent. The war with Brazil ensued. and the bank was 
compelled to make advances to the Government. which 
entailed a fresh issue of paper-money. In October 1829 
the dollar had fallen to 7!, pence. or 10K to” the 
. General Rosas re-modelled the bank in 1886 
sa de Moneda: in that year the issue amounted 
to $15.200,000, exchange being 122 to the doubloon. 
that is a fraction over 6 pence to the dollar. In- 1839 
the issue was raised to 24 millions. and the dollar had 
fallen to less than 3 pence. or 300 to the doubloon. 
In 1846 there was a fresh issue. which raised the 
amount in circulation to 126 millions, the dollar falling 
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below 2 pence. In 1852 and the following year there 
were 7 issues, in the aggregate 91 millions. Another 
issue of 100 millions attended the campaign of Pavon, 
in 1861, and of this amount 55 millions were consumed 
by monthly amortization down to 1863, in which year 
the currency stood at 340 millions, In 1866 Governor 
Alsina established the Oficina de Cambios to convert 
the currency at 25 for one, that is about two-pence, 

The currency remained stationary until May 17 
1876, when the Oficina de Cambios closed its doors, 
and gold rushed up to 12 per cent premium. The cur- 
rency was increased by repeated issues, from 420 mil- 
lions in 1867 to 865 millions in 1852, the gold premium 
rising to 35 cent. 

President Roca re-modelled the currency, a second 
time, in 1888, the old money being called-in (July) at 
the rate of 26 for one. The new issue therefore com- 
prised abont 35 millions, convertible for gold, say 
£7,000,000 sterling. Since then there have been various 
issnes, by other banks, the actual amount in circulation 
heing officially stated at 261 millions, which has caused 
a depreciation of 70 per cent. The dollar now stands 
at 14 pence, and the total issue represents about 15 
millions sterling. 

The National Bank was founded in 1873 with a ca- 
pital of 8 million hard dollars, say £1,600,000 sterling, 
which was raised in 1884 to 20,600,000 dollars, and 
afterwards to 50,000,000, It is now in liquidation. 

A new National Bank was started by Government 
in December 1891, with a capital of 50 millions of in- 
convertible currency, involving a new issue. 

The first private bank was thit of Baron Maua 
fonnded in 1858, which carried on a good business for 
17 years, till 1875, when it was closed. The second 
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was the London and River Plate Bank. opened 1* Ja- 
nuary 1863, with a paid-up capital of £600.000. Bran- 
ches were established in Montevideo, Cordoba and Ro- 
sario. This bank has given dividends averaging more 
than 10 per cent per annum, and has now over 100 
clerks, 

Carabassa’s bank opened in 1860, has recently been 
amalgamated with the London and River Plate Bank. 

The Italian Bank, founded in 1872 by Messrs. 
Demarchi and others, paid more than 150 per cent in 
dividends down to 1890. 

The English Bank of the River Plate, founded in 
1880, failed in 1891. 

In late years several foreign banks have established 
agencies in this city, such as the London and Brazi- 
lian, the English Bank of Rio Janeyro &c., besides 
some new banks opened. including the Anglo-Argentine, 
the Banco Comercial, the French, German, Spanish and 
others. 

In 1884 there were 6 banks. the  balance-sheets 
shewing thus, in gold dollars (5 equal to one pound 
sterling): 

Capital Deposits Inaue 

$ gold $ goli $ gole 
32,700,000 66,900,000 34,600,000 
20,700,000 14,000,000 21,600,000 
7,000,000 6,700,000 = 


Provincial. 
National. 








7,400,000 5,300,000 - 
1,600,000 3,200,000 = 
English of R. Plate.. 5,000,000 __ 2,100,000 





TOrAaL 74,400,000 98,200,000 56,200,000 


In January 1885 President Roca issued a decree au- 
thorizing the banks of issue to suspend specie payments. 
In 1888 Congress passed the famous Pacheco bill for 
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Free-banking, by which new banks of issue were or 
ated without any obligation to pay their notes in specie, 
The consequence was that in October 1889 there were 
52 banks, and the country was flooded with inconver- 
tible paper-mone 

The balance sheet for Dec * 1888 of the Pache 
co Free Banks shewed thus: 


Bonk Capital paid" Funile deposited Reserve faut 

§ $ 
National +. $1,300,000 41,300,000 15,900,000 86,600,000 
Provincial BA. 34,300,000 34,400,000 13,950,000 65,600,000 
Cordoba 13,800,000 8,000,000 810,000 15,200,000 
Santa Fé.. 3,000,000 $000,000 900,000 25,000,000 
Tucuman..-.- 3,000,000 = 
Salts - 300,000 125,000 150,000 £25,000 
Entre Rios 3,000,000 3,000,000 300,000 8,500,000 
Santlago..... 1,800,000 2,070,000 210,000 2,100,000 
Mendors. - 800,000 3,000,000 300,000 3,000, 
Catamarca.... 1,500,000 1,200,000 120,000 1,200,000 
Salta, 4,100,000 9,800,000 480,000 4,500,000 
San Luis 600,000 600,000 60,000 
Rioja. 3,200,000 1,045,000 100,000 
San Juan. 2,400,000 1,660,000 110,000 
Corrientes 1,800,000 20,000 200,000 2,000,000 
Private s+ 2,800,000 1,980,000 310,000 1,835,000 


TOTAL 121,700,000 110,300,000 37,900,000 


The issue of the above banks was supposed to. be 


guaranteed by gold deposited with the Government, 
but the gold was made use of and none of it re 
mains 

Official returns were published in 1889 of 24 banks 
(the others having given no statement) shewing the 
assets on Dec. 31* 1888 in gold dollars (reduced from 
currency at 140 per 100) as follows: 
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Bank $ gold £ sterling 
Provincial (B. A.) ... 141,000,000 — 28,000,000 
National. , ++ 103,000,000 20,400,000 
London and R. Plate 39,500,000 7,800,000 
English Bank of R. P. 29,300,000 5,800,000 
Constructor . . 18,500,000 3,600,000 
Italian... 14,000,000 2,700,000 
Cordoba . 11,800,000 2,300,000 
Santa Fé, 10,600,000 2,100,000 
Spanish .. 7,200,000 1,400,000 
Comercio. . 3,800,000 1,100,000 
‘Territorial . 5,200,000 * 1,000,000 
French... 5,000,000 1,000,000 
Prestamos.. 4;500,000 ‘900,000 
Credito Real. 4,200,000 800,000 
Entre Rios . 4200,000 800,000 
La Plata... 4000,000 800,000 
New Italian. 3,500,000 700,000 
Mercantil... 3,500,000 700,000 
Popular B. Ayres. 2,800,000 550,000 
Popular Argentino. 1,800,0¢0 350,000 
Descuento. . 1,300,000 250,000 
Santa Fé Constructor . ‘900,000 170,000 
Salta 900,000 170,000 
Cuyo. 800,000 150,000 


TOTAI. 423,500,000 == 


aid 24 banks 


The sun totals of the 












3,540,000 
shewed as fol- 


lows reduced to gold at the same date thus: 

















As-ets 3 gold 
Discounts....... 266,200,000 = 
Pub. fund... 24,400,000 
Real estate. . 13,100,000 
Debts 31,700,000 
Sundries 39,300,000 
Cash. : 48.80.00 

ToTAt 423,500,000 = 

Liabilities 
Capital 115,500,000 
Deposits 184,800,000 
Issue, &e, 








£ sterling , 
52,800,000 
4,800,000 
2,600,000 
6,300,000 
75440,000 
9.600.000 
83,540,000 
22,800,000 
36,600,000 
24,140,000 
83,540,000 
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The capital, deposits and issue of all banks in the 
tepublic reduced to gold value, were as follows: 


ise 
$ gold 


Capital... 
Deposits. . 
Tessie... 0 


74,400,000 
98,200,000 
36,200,000 


The existing banks and their capital reduced to 


in April 1892 were: 


Argentine ....-.60.0. 
London and R. Plats 
British and S. American 
London and Brazilian. 
Anglo-Argentine, 
Ttalian... . 
French 

rman. 
Spanish .. 
New Italian 
Roman... 
Commercial 


All these are in Buenos 
Provinces counting for 


Ayres 
nothing 
of 75 per cent in the banking 


18S 


$ gold 


115,300,000 
800,000 
123,200,000 


1892 
$ gold 


29,200,000 


74,000,000 


gold 


Paid Capital 


$ gold 


3,000,000 
4,500,000 
1,500,000 
3,800,000 
1,250,000 
100,000 
20,000 
2,500,000 
1,800,000 
1,500,000 
600,000 


28,150,000 


those in 
There 
capital of the republic, 


£ sterling 


600,000 
00,000 
300,000 
750,000 
2§0,000 
950,000 
400,000 
500,000 
360,000 
300,000 


180,000 


5,610,000 


the other 


has been a loss 


or £17,200,000 sterling in the last four years 
The value of the currency as compared with gold 


sine 
It has been as follows: 


the suspension of specie payments in January 
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Average for 100 $ gold in currency 


Year Highest Lowest ‘Annual Dollar 

month month average in pence 
1885, 148 122 137 35-8 
1886 156 116 139 35-3 
1887 145 124 135 36.3 
1888 154 142 148 33-1 
1889 233 151 180 27.2 
1890 311 225, 257 19.0 
1891 437 319 373 13.1 


In April 1892 the quotation fell to 334, giving the 
paper-dollar a value of nearly pence (14 

The following table shews the amount of’ currency 
at various dates and its value in gold: - 





Value 

$ & sterling 
1826 2,700,000 500,000 
1836 15,200,000 350,000 
1846 92,000,000 750,000 
1856 170,000,000 1,700,000 
1866 420,000,000 3,400,000 
1876 711,000,000 4,800,000 
1886 70,000,000 11,500,000 
1892 261,000,000 15,200,000 





The Hypothecary or Mortgage Bank of Buenos A, 
was founded by the Provincial Government in 1873. 
and the amount of Cedulas in circulation was as fol- 
lows: 


Market Value 

$ price in gold, $ 
1873 6,500,000 85 85 
1880 13,000,000 80 64 
1885 49,700,000 85 63 
1888 178,000,000 33 35 
1891 305,000,000 4B " 


The National Mortgage Bank was started by the 
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mal Government in December 1886, and the Cedu- 
las in circulation in currency and in gold we 
$ curreney $ gold 
1887 49,300,000 


1889 $3,500,000 18,000,000 
1891 83,300,000 19,700.000 


The total amount of national and provincial Cedulas 
in circulation and the saleable value of same were as 
follows: 


Year Amount § Value, gold $ Discount 
1873 6,500,000 $.530,000 15 pe 
1880 13,000,000 8,300,000 36 
1888 253,000,000 143,490,000 44 
1892 408,000,000 65,200,000 84 


Payment of coupons on Provincial Cedulas has been 
suspended since April 1891. It is estimated that the 
cost to the public of all kinds of Cedulas in circulation 
was 

$ gold 
Provincial ‘ 190,500,000 
National 2 75,500,000 


Torat 266,000,000 


The present market value being only $65,200,000 
gold there has been a loss of $201,000,000 gold, or 
£40,500,000, in this description of investment. 


IX. Commerce, 


The values of imports and exports, reduced to gold 
dollars, were at yarious dates us follows; 
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Years Imports $ Exports $ Total $ 

1825, 7,700,000 6,100,000 13,800,000 
1842 6,700,000 7,100,000 13,800,000 
1850 10,500,000 11,300,000 21,800,000 
1865 27,100,000 22,100,000 49,200,000 
1875 $5;800,000 $0,300,000 —106,100,000 
1885 92 200,000 83,900,000 176,100,000 
1891 67,200,000 96,700,000 163,900,000 


The above were the official values, which are in some 
respects misleading. becanse gross exaggerations. For 
example: 

Value $ gold per ton 





‘Official 
190 
80 40 
1,000 500 
50 15 
60 40 








After careful examination we find that imports were 
valned 30 per cent. exports 20 per cent, above their 
real value. 

On this basis we find that the real trade of the last 
3 years was as follows: - 














Real value 

Year Imports Exports ‘Total 

$ gold 3 gold $ gold 
188; 78,300,000 70,300,000 148,600,000 
1888 85,600,000 83,400,000 169,000,000 
188) 109,700,000 73,100,000 184,800,000 
1890 94,800,000 84,000,000 18,800,000 
1891 44.800,000 40,600,000 123,400,000 
Average 82,800,000 78,700,900 161,500,000 


The imports and exports from and to various conn- 
tries in 1891 shewed thus:- - 
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Official value, § gold 





Tuports fot Exporte to Total 


G. Britain 28,300,000 14,800,000 43,100,000 
Bracks 7,900,000 23,700,000 31,600,000 
Germany..... 6,200,000 11,490,000 7,600,000 
6,500,000 16,600,000 23,100,000 

3.400,000 4,200,000 7,600,000 

seseaes 200,000 3,200,000 400,000 

1 1,500,000 9,100,000 10,600,000 
Spaln....... 1,600,000 1,300,000 2,900,000 
Various 7,600,000 12,400,000 20,000,000 


TOTAL 67,200,000 96,700,000 163,900,000 


The import trade during the last four years shewed 
as follows: 
1588 1881 1890 180i 


ar, Tons. « 19,400 34,500 29,500 12,800 
13,600 £5,900 17,600 11,800 

Coffer, 3,200 2,700 3,200 1,900 
Tobaceo, 4,600 4,500 7,400 3,200 
Yerba, 18,000 21,000 23,000 18,000 
Tron 65,000 85,000 24,000 «14,000 
Coal, , 330,000 660,000 § 15,000 350,000 
Pa 3,506 5,000 4,800 2,500 
Ploughs Nv. . 26,900 39,500 26,800 12,200 
Pianos» .. 2,100 2.600 850 100 
Sewing-machines 25,000 22,000 13,000 3,200 
Clocks N's. 76,000 —-101,000 39,000 13,000 
Wine — gallons. 18,000,000 23,000,000 19,000,000 7,200,000 
Beer , 779,000 1,360,000 860,000 45,000 
Branly o>. 260,000 350,000 240,000 90,000 
Gin . 350,000 330,000 4,000 
Olive oll» 1,100,000 1,400,000 1,100,000 600,000 
Petroleum » 3,100,000 4,000,000 3,600,000 00,000. 
Lumber sq. metres.. 11,900,009 18,300,000 9,900,000. 4,100,000 
Dry joods, § gold.. 29,050,000 32,300,000 30,100,000 17,100,000 


The export trade in the same years was: 





a 
on 
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1888, 1889, 1890 1891 
Wool, tons....... 131,700 141,800 118,400 138,600 
Sheepskins» 28,100 36,400 27,100 24,200 
Tallow 14,800 18,300 17,400 20.700 
Meat 44800 58,300 63,900 62,600 
Wheat 186,900 27,100 342,800 317,700 
Maize > 162,300 432,600 707,300 83,200 
Hay » 9,300 20,400 19,100 30,100 
Linseed = 40,200 28,200 30,700 6,500 
Hides N’. 3,670,000 3,590,000 4,560,000 4,290,000 





The total export trade was classified according to 


valne as follows:- 


‘ied W004 1889 te 1891 
2 $ gold $ gold # gold gold 
Pastoral... 78,500,009 100,600,000 69,500,000 67,200,000 
Agricultural 16,900,000 17,400,000 25,600,000 21,900,000 
Sundries .. 4,700,000 __ 4,800,000 5,700,000 _ 7,600,000 





ToTat. 100,100,000 


The different ports of the 
1890 ‘nominal value: 





122,800,000 100,800,000 6,700,000 


republic stood thus in 





Imports § Exports @ Total $ 

Buenos Ayres... 103,200,000 §7,700,000 160,900,000 

16,000,000 31,700,000 

1,100,000 6,500,000 

3,100,000 

5,100,000 

2,700,000 

1,100,000 





Total. 





100,800,000 243,000, 





The ratio of customs-dues to commerce was as 


follows:- - 
Year 
1870 
1880 
189 


Commerce 
$ gold 
76,800,000 
100,600,000 
163,900,000 


Duties 

$ gold 
14,000,000 
15,600,000 
14,700,000 


46 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





We have already shewn that the official valuation is 
too high and that the real total of trade in 1891 did 
not exceed $123,400,000 gold: hence the cnstoms-dues 
in that year were not # but 12 per cent on the 
value, 

The carrying-trade as regards vessels trading 
foreign ports in 180 compared with previons 
thos ; 

Tonnage 
Year Eu Cleared Tal 
1881 1,320,000 1,170,000 2,499,000 
1885 3,600,000 3,350,000 6,930,000 
1890 6,340,000 3,510,000 11,850,000 


The coasting-trade and river tratlic shewed as fol- 
lows: 


Vear Entered Cleared Total 
1884 1,790,000. 1,770,000 3,560,000 
1885 2,950,000 3,050,000 6,000,000 
1890 3,320,000 2,880,00¢ 6,200,000 


It is worth observing that while foreign trade mul 
tiplied nearly five-fold in 4 years the tonnage of coasting- 
vessels did not donble itself. 

The trade trom foreign countries shewed entries as 
follows: 


1881 10,000 410,000 1,320,000 
1885 2,830,000 770,000 3,600,000 


1890 5,030,000 190,000 6,340,000 


The entries of sailing-vessels multiplied three-fold. 


those of steamers 514 fold 


This is not strictly trade of the high seas, since t embracms that 
of Montevideo, Paysanda and other riverine ports, not Argentine 
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Coasting and river-port entries shewed: 








Osten ailing Yorat 
1881 1,280,000 510,000 1,790,000 
1885 2,275,009 675,000 2,950,000 
1890 2,540,000 780,000 3,320,000 


The various ports shewed the following tonnage of 














entries trom foreign countries. in 1890:- 
Ports Steam sail ‘Total 
Buenos Ayres... 1,860,000 860,000 2,720,000 
Rosario .. | "610,000 140,000 750,000 
Concordia 380,000 15,000 395,000 
Colon... 350,000 5,000 355,000 
San Nicolas. 270,000 10,000 280,000 
La Plata. 75,000 120,000 195,000 
Various... 1,505,000 140,000 1,645,000 





Torat 5,050,000 1,290,000 6,340,000 


The daily local traffic between Montevideo aud Bue- 
nos Ayres is included in the above, and as this trade 
is mostly done by steamers carriying the Argentine 








flay the said flag figures very largely 4 in the so-called 
foreign trade of tlie Republic, 
Flay Entries, tons 
Britlsh...... 2,650,000 
Argentine . 1,830,000 
French... 395,000 
Tealian ... 303,000 
German... 290,000 
Norwegian 230,000 
Various. . 640,000 








TOTAL 6,340,000 

Excluding the steamers on the Buenos Ayres and 
Montevideo route we find the foreign trade of the Re- 
public shews 4,500,000 tons of entries, and that 60 
per cent of it is done on British bottom. 
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X. Public Departments. 


The army of the line on peace footing comprices 
7,000 men, of whom 3,500 infantry. There are 15 ge- 
ne 240 field officers and 880 under field rank. The 
National Guard counts 540,000 men, of whon 420,000 
are “activos” between the ages of 17 and 45, and 
120,000 “pasivos’’ or reserve, between 45 and 60 years 
of age. 

The navy comprises 3 ironclads, 16 cruisers and gun- 
boats, and 15 torpedo-yessels, The Admiral Brown is 
a sea-going armor-clad, 4,200 tons, 5,400 horse-po' , 
protected by 9-inch steel armor, and carrying 8 heavy 
Armstrong guns, 1114 ton breechi-loaders: she is equip- 
ped with Whitehead torpedoes and electric light. 
was built by Messrs, Samuda from designs by Sir 
White. The » de Mayo” was built in 1891 and is 
considered one of the finest cruisers afloat, The torpedo- 
vessel Muraturi has a speed of 26 miles an hour, and 
carries torpedoes of 16-inch diameter, the largest in the 
world, The fleet is manned by 320 officers. 810 seamen 
and 870 marines. 

The troops of the Line use Remingtons, the artillery 
Krupp and Gatling guns, and the navy Armstrong and 
Vavaseur guns. There are a naval school at Martin 
Garcia and « military college at San Martin. The total 
minal expenditure for army and navy averages 

000,000 currency or £800,000 sterling. 

Public instruction has made great progress in recent 
years, as we see by comparing the official returns of 
1 with those of 1 viz: 
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1983, 1891 
Schools... 1,746 3.233 
Scholars . 124,900 249,709 
The schools of 1891 shewed as follows: 
Schools Teachers Scholars 
Public 2,400 5,399 194,700 
Private . 833 1,656 55,000 
Torat. 3,233 7,055 249,700 


The number of pupils and the expenditure shewed as 


follows: 
Pupils § currency 














B. Ayres dity........ 54,6co __ 1,520,000 
Provinc of B. Ayres. 50,100" 2,120,000 
Tucuman 5 15,700 450,000 
Cordoba 12,600 380,000 
Corrientes . 9,300 220,000 
Santa Fé 9,300 1,000,000 
Other provinces . 98,100 3,720,000 

Torat. — 249,700 9,410,000, 





The above expenditure ix equal to £550,000 sterling 
or 44 shillings per pupil. Compared with population it 
is 3 shillings per inhabitant. These figures compare with 
other countries thus:—- : 





Australia. . 

Canada . . 

The number of children of school age is 720, 

appears, theretore, that only one-third attend school. in 

spite of the efforts made to provide primary education. 
4 
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The National Government has recently built 40 superb 
schools in the capital, besides many in the Provinces. 
There are 16 National Colleges. one in each province 
and two in the capital, with 449 professors and 3,017 
pupils: besides 34 Normal Schools, with 1,005 teachers 
and 12,746 pupils. The University of Buenos Ayres 
has 1,010 students and 60 professors, that of Cordoba 
120 students and 14 professors. There are also a school 
of Mines at San Juan, two agricultural, one naval, and 
one military school. 
The Muscum of Buenos Ayres was for 30 years under 
the charge of the eminent professor Hermann Buri 
who retired in March 1892. That of La Plata h 
for curator the naturalist and explorer Francis Moreno. 
The Observatory of Cordoba, founded by Dr. Benjamin 
Gould for the Argentine Government im 1874, Is di- 
rected by Pri or Thome. There are state Libr 
at Buenos ? and La Plata, and various free libra- 
ries of less note. 
The newspaper-press comprices 24 daily and 146 other 
papers, The oldest papers are, the Nacional founded in 
3. and the Standard in 1861. The latter was the 
t English daily paper founded in South Ame 
are 15 papers published daily in Buenos Ayres, 
in Spanish. English, French, Italian and German, with 
an aggregate issue of 90,000 copies, that is about 
10,000 monthly. 
The Post Office returns compare as follows: 
Yon ides skp  fopdalen, ee 
1860 410,000 1,340,000 30 
1865 993,000 1,610,000 62 
1875 6,920,000 2,330,000 295 
1882 17,738,000 2 610 
1891 126,534,000 3,160 





MINES 


These compare with othe 
Pirces er I 
Atgentina 5,160 
. Kingilom,, 6,110 
France... .... 3,950 
Only G conntries of Europe surpass Argentina in 
postal traffic. The postal revenue reached WOUMK) 
ov £120,000 sterling in 181. 
The telegraph service shews as follows 
Your Miles of tine Telegrams 
‘871 3400 61,000 
1882 10,250 438,000 
1898 19,600 2,339,000 


ie ratio of telegrams to population is less than in 
4%, Brituin, France or U. States, bot greater than in 


Germany or Italy. 


XI. Mines. 


Althongh mining has been carried on for nearly 300 
years in varions parts of the Republic the industry 
has never attained much importance, the annual yield 
seldom reaching £800,000 sterling. 

The first mines worked by Europeans were those of 
Pamatina. in Rioja, in 1596. There were others near 
Mendoza in 1636, probably those of Uspallata. The 
first regular mining company was in . with a ca- 
pital of 2.700 subscribed in Chile, to develop the Us- 
pallata mines, The Jesuits certainly worked vopper 
mines in Misiones varly in the 18th century, which 
gave rise to the rumor that they were taking out gold 
im Jarge quantities: this rumor provoked the jealousy 
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of the Spanish Government. They appear at the same 
time to have worked a gold mine near Andalgal., 
which was closed by order of the King of Spain after 
their expulsion. 

Professor Hoskold believes that the mines in Sulta 
and elsewhere were worked by the Indians in the time 
of the Incas. There were Spanish miners at Lerma, in the 
valley of Salta, in 1655, whose concession stipulated 
that the King of Spain was to have 20 per cent of 
all metals extracted. Soria’s mines, in San Juan, were 
working as carly as 1716, and the Gualilan gold-field 
in that province was discovered in 1757. The Carolina 
mines were worked by virtue of a licence from Viceroy 
Sobremonte in 1786. 

Coming down to the 19th century we find the Fa- 
matina Mining Co. established im London im 1824, the 
Directors being Messrs, Brooke, Crichton, Rowan &e, 
who sent out an engin named French. This gentle- 
man was succeeded by Mr. Van der Hollen, who was 
shot by Gen. Quiroga, and this stopped the works for 
20 years, They were resumed in 1847 by Chilian 
miners, the number of hands being then 304, but in 
1854 only 11 mines were working (118 being closed) 
and the total number of workmen was only 59, Two 
brothers named Erdmann carried on mining at Vinchi- 
na, Rioja, from 1848 to 1856. 

Tn 1861 Governor Sarmiento of San Jnan procured 
a mining expert from Chile, Mr, Francis J, Rickard, 
who reported so favorably on the silver-mines of that 
province that a Company was formed at Buenos Ayres 
which brought out machinery from England. to work 
the mines of Tontal, but the enterprise proved disastrous. 

In 1873 Mr. Taaffe began working the Carolina gold- 
fields, in San Luis; in 1875 Mr. Parchappe the mines 
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of San Miguel in Rioja; and in 1887 Mr. Carlyle and 
others the gold-washings in Jujuy. 

The most successful mining establishment in the 
Present century in this republic seems to be that of Mr. 
Lafone Quevedo, an English gentleman, who has been 
working at Pilciao, Catamarca, for more than 30 years. 
. When Mr. Rickard was Inspector General of Mines, 
in 1869, he estimated that the mines of the republic 
employed a capital of £300,000 sterling, the number of 
hands reaching 2,700, and the annual product averaging :— 





Gold... .. 230 Ibs. 
Silver . 2,600, 

700 tons 
Lead... 1,000 ., 


The official estimates in 1882 shewed an annual out- 
put of minerals worth £190,000 sterling, of which one- 
third was produced by Catamarca. The value of mine- 
rals exported from the republic was as follows:— 


Year $ £ stg. 

1888 1,520,000 = 300,000 
1889 1,630,000 320,000 
1890 670,000 130,000 
1891 1,290,000 250,000 


The values in 1891 were made up thus: silver 
$950,000, lead $100,000, copper $40,000, sundries 
$200,000, In 1888 and 1889 small quantities of gold 
($75,000 and $35,000 respectively) obtained from was- 
hings were exported, but none since. 





XII. Climate. 





The climate (except in some of the northern, sub- 
tropical provinces) is the healthiest in South America. 
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In a conntry of such vast area there is a great variety, 
The seasons are, of conrse, the reverse of those in En- 
yope, the hottest months being Jannary and Febrnary: 
the coklest July and August. The readings of tempe- 
vatnre, in Fahrenheit, are as follows: 


SLmithily: averse 


Sumer Winter Mottest Cobhewt Awoval 
Buenos Ayres 74 7 63 
Rohia Blanen 76 or 
Cordoba... 6. or 
Salta Os 
Tucuman, 67 
Catamarea o8 
Corrientes 2 
Rasario, 64 
Parana, 66 
San Juan... 66 


SAGES 


The temperature of Cadiz is almost identical with 
that of Buenos Ayres, while Malta is the same as Tn 
euman, Lisbon as Cordoba, New Orleans as Catamar 
Palermo as Rosario, and Canton as Corrientes, 

Rainfall, according to seasons, is as follows, in inches: 

B. Ayros — Hosarto Kan Tuan Mewdoon 
Spring 9.0 


Summer. 9-3 


Autumn 9.5 
Winter 6.8 


Vran 34.6 

The yearly average is 42 inches at Tuenman, 36 at 
Parand, 31 at Cordoba at San Luis and 18 at Bahia 
Blanca. The general aver: for the whole republic 
seems to be 26 inches, as compared with 13 in Spam, 
25 in Germany, 27 in France, 32 in G. Britam and 37 
in Italy and 44 in U, States 

Although the climate is in general. salubrions some 
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cities have been rendered unhealthy by a gross neglect 
of sanitary measures. Others are subject to ague and 
fever from their position. Latzina’s tables of mortality 
shew some of the causes of death as follows: 





Tn 1,000 deaths 


‘yphoid) Small-pox Bronchitt~ 











9 30 
78 4a 
377 — 
£& jo 
Concepcion... = 12 
San Nicolas. 9 35 
si 49 
it 60 : 
& 30 
13 3 
3 80 
= 20 
= 7 
156 a 





The above returns were for 1889, the latest published. 

The causes of death at Buenos Ayres and in England 
cornpare as follows:— 

England — Buenos Ayres 

Tetanus 

Phthisis. 

Pneumonia 

Fever .. 

Bronchitis. 
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The Argentine tables already quoted shew that the 
number of persons who pass 60 years of age in 1,000 
inhabitants is as follows: 


Rosurlo...... 47 Sam Luis. San Nikolas.. 98 
Santiigo S63 avesans 97 Nehegaspence) BPR 
Tucuman.... 68 o € tamara . oz 
Corrientes... . : aan Concordia... 139 
Bohia Blanca, 74 3 2 Concepcion .. 156 


The above table confirms in a measure the census 
report for 1869, which shewed the largest number of 

stenarians to be in the provinces of Jujuy, Salta and 
Catamarca. 


XIL Constitution. 


The form of (tovernment is a Federal Republic, com- 
posed of the 14 provinces already enumerated. The 
President and Vice-President, who must be native-born. 
are elected for 6 years, and cannot be re-elected, un- 
less after an interval of 6 years, The established re- 
ligion is the Roman Catholic, but other forms of wor- 
ship are permitted, and non-Catholics are eligible to 
Congress or to public employments. There are no pre- 
rogatives of birth, no titles, nor can slaves exist in the 
Republic. Foreigners may becom zens, and are then 
eligible to Congress. Taxation is alike for all, natives 

oreigners, 

Congress sits every year at Buenos Ayres, from 
to October, and is composed of the following members: 











CONSTITUTION 5? 
Senators Deputies Senatora Deputlen 
Buenos Ayres. 4 22 Mendoza... 2 3 
2 11 - Entre Rios. 2 6 
2 6 Santa Fé... 2 4 
2 7 San Juan 2 3 
2 5 San Luis... 2 3 
2 4 Rioja... 2 2 
2 4 Jujuy. 2 2 





Senators must be 30 years of age and have resided 
G years in their province; Deputies 25 years of age 
with 2 years residence; the former sit for 9, the latter 
for 4 years: salary $8,400 per annum. 

The Cabinet consists of 5 Ministers— Interior, Foreign 
Affairs, Finance, Instruction, and War; salary $16,800 
per annum. They cannot be members of Congress, but 
are allowed seats at the table, and take part in deba- 
tes, without voting. They are responsible to the Pre- 
sident of the Republic, but may be impeached by 
Congress. 

The Supreme Federal Court overrides the decisions 
of all other tribunals in the country. It has, moreover, 
a Federal Judge resident in each province, and his 
court is specially for suits between Argentines and [o- 
reigners. Each province has also its own judiciary, from 
whose decision there is appeal to the Federal Court. 
The maintenance of law courts and prisons costs the 
nation $960,000 per annum. 

The hierarchy consists of the Archbishop of Buenos 
Ayres, who must be an Argentine born, the Bishops 
of Cordoba, Cuyo, Salta, and Parani, with 650 parish 
priests, curates and missionaries, exclusive of 200 monks, 
friars, and Jesuits engaged in teaching. Bishops and 
priests are eligible to Congress, but not friars. The 
annual subsidy from Government for religious mainte- 
nance is about $270,000. 
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Each of the 14 provinces makes or re-makes its own 
constitution, provided there be no infringement of the 
preceding national constitution. Some provirices, such 
as Buenos Ayres and Cordoba, have 2 Chambers- 
and Deputies. others Deputies only, Some elect 
governor for 3, some for 4 years. No province can 
levy import or export dues, or impose special burthens 
on foreigners or Protestants: No province can declare 
war against another, No governor can sit in 

All male Argentines are liable to military s 
th ational Gnard between the ages of 17 and 
and in the reserve from 45 till Naturalized f 
ers are exempt for LO years after becoming citi 

‘The rivers of the Republic are open to vessels of 
all flags. Foreigners may engage in trade, buy pro- 
perty, and reside in any part of the Republic. Protes- 
tants or Jews may establish places for Divine worship. 
cemeteries or schools. Private bauks cannot emit paper 
money in Bnenos Ayre: reedom of the press is gua- 
ranteed, The Republic has joined the Berne postal 
league, Decimal and metrical systems are adopt 
Spanish ix the official langnage. Complete statistical 
departments are maintained by the nation, by the pro- 
vince of Buenos Ayres. and some other prov k 

The country is represented abroad by 16 Ministers 
and 322 Consuls. 


XIV. Historical Summary. 


The River Plate was discovered by Juan Diaz de 
Solis (1515), who was murd y Charrna Indians 
near Maldonado. Twelve ws later Sebastian Cabot 
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arrived and sailed up to Paraguay, but found the Guay- 
80 hostile that he came down to the month of 

and built there Fort Sancti-Spiritus, 

ing to Spain in 1530, An officer named Pedro 
haying obtained permission to equip an 

ition of 1.800 men at his own cost, landed at the 
Boes in 1585, and laid the first foundation of Buenos 
A He sent Juan de Ayolas to conquer Paragnay, 
alter fommding the city of Asungion, proceeded 

i @ route to Peru. but returning with «alver from 
that country, Ayolis and his 200 followers were killed 
Indians in the Chaco. 2 ne, the Querandi In- 
mich that he sailed for 

Spain to prowure reinforcements, and died on the voyage 


whom Ayolas had left in command 
the survivors of Mendoza’s colony 
. Temoving them to 


» Jnan de Garay, became governor, and 
d descended the Parans, founded S: 
in 1580 rebnilt Mendoza’s settlement at 
where he remained 4 years. He 
on his return voy: 
at Buenos Ayres remain 
poof Asuncion till 1618, w 
divided these dominions into 3 di 
, Tucnma 
Towards the close of the 16th ce 
from Pern had already established se 
iago del Estero, Mendoza, San J q 
Salta, Rioja, Jujuy, and San Luis, in many of 
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which places Franciscan and Jesuit missionaries were 
introduced to convert the natives. The crnelties of the 
Spanish “conquistadores” in Paraguay towards the In- 
cians induced the governor, Hernando Arias, himself 
a Paraguayan, to invite the Jesuits to protect his 
countrymen. Father Thomas Field and Father Ortega 
arrived in 1691, and 87 years later the Jusuit missions 
numbered 110,000 neophytes. 

Buenos Ayres progressed so rapidly that only 10 
years after its foundation by Garay, the King of Spain 
was persuaded by the merchants of Seville to prohibit 
any imports unless by way of Peru and Tucnman, and 
a few years later a second edict limited the exporta- 
tions from Buenos Ayres to 16,000 bushels of wheat, 
25 tons of beef, and the same quantity of tallow. These 
prohibitions stimulated a contraband trade, to share 
which the Portuguese built Colonia. in front of Buenos 
Ayres, in 1680, from which time the new settlement 
p an unfailing source of trouble, 

By the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, the British se- 
eured a monopoly for 30 for importing African 
slaves into the River Plate. with right to establish a 
residence at Buenos Ayres: this was the origin of a 
settlement that has become, for its numbers, the most 
flourishing British com y in the world. In order 
to stre ongthen the Spani ald of the Ri Plate, the 
wovernor of Buenos Ayres founded Montevideo, in 1726, 
Tring families fr the Canary Islands to reside 
there. ‘The same year is memorable for the arrival of 
Dr. Falkner, wglish Protestant physician, who be- 

Ayres, and spent 40 years of 
g the Pampa and Patagonian In- 
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neford, in 1806, when the viceroy, Sobremonte, fed 
to Cordoba, leaving 800 British bs masters of Bue- 
WS Ayres, Subsequently, Beresford had to capitulate 
to the local militia commanded by Colonel Liners. In 
the following year, General Auchmuty took Montevi- 
iio, but General Whitelocke, with 10,000 men, failed 
to reover Buenos Ayres. 

On the 25th May 1810 Buenos ‘os threw off the 
Yoke of Spain, and elected a Provisional Committee, 
tomposed of Messrs. Saavedra, ( 
tuenaga, Alberti, Maten, Larrea, Paso, and 
General Belgrano, at the head of the patriot army, 
a the victory of Tucuman in 1812, and in the 
lollowing year captured the army of General Tristan. 
The Spanish anthorities at Montevideo held ont for 
some time, but Admiral Brown attacking the place by 
water, and General Alv by land, the commander, 
General Vigodet, surrendered in 1814. These events led 
to the Congress of Tueuman, which declared the Ar- 
geitine provinces an independent Republic, July 9, 
1816. Six months later, General San Martin led an 
army of 5,000 men across the Andes. by the Patos 
pass. and falling upon the Spanish army in Chile, won 
his first great battle of Chac Still more decisive 
was his second victory, in 18 at Maypu, which 
sealed the independence of Chile, und enabled him to 
carry his arms into Pern. 

 goverument of Buenos Ayres fel 
the hands of General Las H 
ter, Rivadavia, succeeded in 
for the sam of one million sterling, to construct a port 
at Bnsenada and introduce Trish imm 
breakiig ont with Brazil, the money was spent 
litary supplies, Admiral Brown defe the 
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fleet at Juncal, and 40 days later General Alvear won 
the battle of Ttuzaingd, which terminated the war. 
Banda Oriental then took the title of Republie of Ura- 
guay. with General Rondeau for its first Governor. 

Civil war broke out in the Argentine provinces as 
soon as the war with Brazil was over; the Republic 
splitting up into 5 quasi-independent States. Dorrego 
ruled at Buenos Ayres, Lopez in Santa Fé, Tharra in 
Santiago. Bustos in Cordoba, and Quiroga in Cuyo. Tt 
was in 1828 that Jnan Manuel Rosas, an estanciero 
of Guardia del Monte, was named Commander of Rural 
Militia, at the time that the urning from Bra- 
zil got up an emente wader ral Lavalle, The lat- 
ter seized Governor Dorrego at Navarro, and shot hin, 
which began the feud between the Unitario and Fede- 
ral fractions. Being defeated by General Rosas at Puente 
Marquez. Lavalle escaped to the Banda Oriental, and 
the citizens of Buenos Ayres proclaimed General Via- 
mont Governor, 

General Paz espoused the cause of Layalle in the 
interior, establishing his head-quarters at Cordoba, where~ 
upon Quiroga, the tyrant of Rioja, assembled all the 
cavalry of the west to overthrow Paz. and reinstate 
Bustos. A decisive battle was fought at Tablada. 
within gunshot of Cordoba, the army of General Pax 
consisting of 800 infantry; it lasted 36 hours, and on 
the close of the second y Quiroga fled with the 
remnant of his Gauchos 23 June 1829), In the 
following year Quiroga i another army, and 
was again defeated by General Paz at Oneativo. which 
made the latter master of all the inte’ 

Rosas succeeded General Viamont in 15) 
solved to extend his rule to the whole Republi 
ing Quiroga in 1831 to reconquer the Cuyo provinces. 
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Quiroga with great promptitude shot Colonel Pringles 
at Itio Cuarto, ronted General Videla. at Mendoza, and 
ent ny the army of General Lamadrid in the stiburbs 
of Tucuman, at the same time that General Paz was 
fanght hy surprise near Cordoba and carried prisoner 
W Santa F4, The civil war being thus ended, Rosas 
comed General Baloarce to be named Governor, and 
PMceeded, in 1833, on his great expedition against the 
Indians, driving them beyond the Rio Negro, Tn 1885 
I resumed power, as Dictator, and sent Quire 

lis lieutenant to rule the interior, but the latte 

‘sissinated on his journey. Rosas shot the Gor 

of Cordoba and Santa F4, Reynafé and Cullen, for the 

ine, without any proof of their complicity. In 183% 
Oormentes revolted, under Governor Estrada, but Rosas 
Won the battle of Pago Largo, the Governor being 
among the slain. 

The revolt of Lavalle quickly followed, but that ge- 
neral was ultimately shot at Jujuy in October 1841, a 
few months after the decree of Rosas closing the ri- 
vers Parana and Urngnay to all foreign flags. The 
Tnitarios at Montevideo liaving confided the defence 
of that place to General Paz. the siege, by order of 
Rosas, was begun in Jannary 1843 by General Oribe 
which lasted 8 years, Meantime the British and French 
Ministers, Gore-Ouseley and Detfandis, instructed their 
admirals to cut the boom at Obligado, which was done 
atter a sharp combat of 9 hours, the allied fleets throw- 
i the navigation of the Parana. In 1851 Brazil 

eneral Urquiza having agreed to overtnn Rosas, 
the allied army under General Uryuiza raised the siege 
of Montevideo and fought the battle - 
britary 3, 1852, close to the city of Buenos Ayres 
which resulted in the tyrant’s overthrow 
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Civil wars again ensued until 1861, when the Repub- 
lic was reconstituted under General Mitre, atten the 
battle of Pavon. Unfortunately, the question of a ca- 
pital was left open, causing much uneasiness for 20 
years, until Buenos Ayres was definitively adopted and 
federalized in 1881 under the administration oF General 
Roca, Specie payments were suspended by the State- 
banks in January 1885, and in 1888 the Free Bonking 
law produced a number of rotten banks and ratipuidone 
inflation of the currency. A sharp crisis ensued in July 
1890, from which the country first began to shew signs 
of recovery in March 1892. 

The following table recapitulates the dates of prin- 
cipal events: — 


1515 Arrival of Solis 7 Whitelocke’s capitulation 
1523 Cabot ascends to Paraguay Revolt against Spain 
1535 Mendoza founds B. Ayres Belgrano's victories 
2537 Ayolas founds Assngion Surrender of M. Video 
1583 Aguirre founds Sontiag Congress of Tocuman 
1555 Latorre, first bishop Victory at Maypé 
1559 Mendoza founds S. Juan S21 Brasil annexes B. Oriental 
1565 Villaroel founds Tucaman rst English loan 
1573 Gabrera founds Cordoba Rivadavia’s administration 
1580 Garay rebuilds B. Ayres 7 Victory of Ituzaings 
1582 Lerma founds Salta Resas takes power 
1588 Vera founds Corrientes Death of Lavalle 
1591 Jesuits arrive in Paraguay 843 Siege of M. Video 
Loyola founds San Luis 852 Fall of Roms 
Jesuits remaye to Misiones Battle of Pavon 
Portuguese found Colonia War with Paraguay 
British settle at B. Ayres Pest at B. Ayres 
Zavala founds M. Video $78 Roca's Indian campaign 
Portugal annexes Misiones $1 B. Ayres made capital 
Expulsion of Jesuits 888 Free Banks invented 
Beresford takes B. Ayres State Banks closed 
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XV. Table of Comparison. 





The Argentine Republic compares with Canada and 
Australia as follows: — 





























Argentina Canada Australia 
Population. . 4,050,000 5,020,000 3,800,000 
Area, sq. tniles 1,212,000 (3,372,000 3,104,000 
Cattle No... 22,870,000 3,790,000 9,300,000 
Sheep > 70,450,000 2,610,000 96,600,000 
Acres tilled . 8,200,000 12,860,000 —_ 13,800,000 
Rural prod. £ 40,000,000 §6,000,000 62,000,000 
Revenue £. §,500,000 7,800,000 29,200,000 
Debt, £..... 88,000,000 49,200,000 185,700,000 
Commerce £ 24,600,000 41,700,000 132,600,000 
Railways, miles. 7,230 12,630 11,400 





If Buenos Ayres city be included with the province 
of that name the 14 Federal States will be found to 
stand thus:~ 


Gen. 
Population Wealth Instruction average 







Buenos Ayres. 35.7 55-4 49.2 46.6 
Cordoba. 9.8 8.0 6.3 8.0 
Entre Rios, 7.8 8.2 3.4 6.5 
Santa Fé... 6.2 7.8 4:5 O.1 
Corrientes 735 4.0 4.5 5.3 
5-4 2.4 77 5.1 

40 2.9 2.7 3.2 

5.2 2.0 3-9 3-7 

4 2.3 44 3.6 

34 16 1.8 2.3 

3.2 2.2 45 33 

2.6 1.6 BT 2.6 

2.6 1.0 2.9 2.2 

2.4 0.6 1.5 15 

100,0 100.0 {00,0 100.0 
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PART II 
ROUTES. 


From Europe to Buenos Ay 


There are forty steamers monthly entering River 
ports from Enrope, and the voyages varies from 
35 days. Some call at most of the Brazilian ports, 
others at Madeira, the Canary Islands or the Cape 


Verds. The Royal Mail Co. began running in 1853, 
and has very fine steamers, from Southampton twice 
a month he Messageries Maritimes, from Bordeanx, 
dates trom 18f Lamport and Holt’s, carrying the 
3elyinn mails, began in 1863 from Liverpool, bnt now 
rons from Southampton. The Chargeurs Reunis line 
been running from Havre since 1866. The Paeifie 
first steamers to the Liver Plate. from 
‘Transports Maritimes started 
from seul 1870; the Veloce line from 
in IST1: North German Lloyd from Bremen in 1873, 
andl in la years have been ablished the Houston, 
Houlder. Nels MacIver and other line All the 
princi ix from £35 upwards for first-class, 
and oo . but some of the lines, with ver 
comic Li mo first-class pis 
In all cases return-tickets are given for a 
alf, but if the passenger prolong his return over 
months must get his ticket viséed by the agent 
Buew 
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Travellers or emigrants require no passport for land- 
ing, but a Foreign-Office passport, which can be ob- 
tamed through any bank in London, is most useful. As 
regards money it is advisable to get a draft or letter 
of credit on one or other of the English banks in Bu 
nos Ayres. Light clothing, flannels, a fowling-pi 
revolver, a saddle ond bridle are desirable: any more 
wonld be subject to duty. 

The voyage « . in 22 days. is not so amusing as 
when the steamer touches at various ports, In the 
former case Madeira is generally sighted on the fifth 
day, and Montevideo Ww daye lator, Nine times out. of 


the Bay of Bisc » distance fom’ Sontharngtot 
to Montevideo is 6,126 nautical, equal to 6,750 English 


statute, miles 

Lisbon is reached on the fifth day from England 
The month of the Tagus is picturesque. the steamer 
passing within sight of delightful Cintra, but the bar 
of the river is sometimes troublesome. Passing the old 
castle of Belem, with the quarantine lazzaretto on the 
opposite or southern bank, we get o fine view of the 
tity, the port being, moreover, usually crowded with 
War vessels and merchant shipping, although the com 
merce of Lisbon has declined in recent years. This 
decline is partly owing to the vexatious Customs regu- 
lations; for example, there are 87 ications of cot- 
ton goods, and if the merchant make a mistake his 
gueds are confiscated. Lanc at Black Horse Squi 
we find the new part of the city. h was rebnilt 
by Pombal after the earthquake of 17 ig spaciov 
and elegant, the houses heing six storeys high and built 
of stone. The best streets are those called Aurea 
Aagusta, and Prata. The hotel Braganza, frequented 
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by Englishmen, crowns one of the 7 hills of the ci 
near the opera-house. Lisbon has 5 parks, 6 theatres, 
12 squares, 355 streets. 281 travessas or crossways, ij 
fountains, 200 churches, and 224,000 inhabitants, Eng- 
lish book-store in Rua do Carmo, If the traveller has 
a day to spare let him take the tramway to Cintra, 
17 miles. 

The Canary Islands are 4 days from Lisbon; few 
steamers touch here, but pass in sight of Senta Craz, 
where Lord Nelson lost an arm in one of his battles, 
The Peak of Teneriffe, 12,086 feet, is seen more than 
100 miles off. They were formely called Fortunate 
Islands, but the Spaniards gave them the name of Ca- 
narias, on account of the number of dogs. They enjoy 
4 charming climate and produce wine, cochineal and 
frnit, but have been for some time declining, it being 
impossible for any colony of Spain to thrive under 
heavy taxes and trade restrictions, The temperature 
never goes over 79°, nor below 64° Pahr, 

Cape Verds are 8 days from the Canaries, and steam- 
ers usually coal at San Vicente, a barren rock with 
some bold ranges of mountains and no sign of vege 
tation. A few lemon trees in pots stand near the Custom- 
house. The bugeirest flag flies from the fort that 
overlooks the ba nd the “mountain in front bears at 
the summit a likeness in profile to the head of Wash- 
ington. Inland, perched on a rock. is the cottage re- 
sidence of the B Consul, Mr. Miller, a native of 
$. Antonio, 5 0 a fortune in coal, On the 
beach, about a mile from the village, there is #) Ime 
nument over ¢ English lady, the wife 
of an Indian colonel, who died here on her way home. 
The nativ the garrison ig of Portu- 
guese soldiers, The 4 ph station with a 
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mmber of English clerks, who havo a handsome resi- 
ino: telegrams can be sent to Europe or Brazil. 
Betmen sell feather-Howers, mats, embroidery 
inhid workboxes. Beware of bathing, as sharl 
fumerous, although they seem to take no notice of 
mgrovs, Good supply of fruit may be obtained, which 
is bronght from the adjacent isl of San Antonio. 
very often throw a silver coin into the 
water, which the natives dive after and catch before 
it reaches the bottom, the water being perfectly clear. 
Between San Vicente and Pernambuco we cross the 
Line, sea very smooth and heat a little trying. The 
old custom of shaving passengers is no longer allowed, 
but eat sometimes comes aboard to salute the 
oP eyes a and receive a bottle of grog. 
fish are seen, and now and again a 
wa ae a shoal a of porpoises, or the Portuguese man- 
of-war {nantilis) ‘seudding before the wind. The sea is 
phosphorescent at night, and we see the Southern Cross, 
Which is so poor a constellation as to disappoint us. 
Sleep not on deck, lest you catch acold, and intermit 
the morning bath. which has a relaxing tendency, the 
sea-water being warmer than the atmosphere. 
Fernando Noronha is sighted on the seventh _dsy 
fram Cape Verds, It is a small, rocky island 1 
& Brazilian penal settlement, and has a Hiskithouse We 
now begin to see numbers of birds. and the fi i 
of the continent visible is Cape San Roque. 
gut into the Atlantic, 200 miles N. of Pernambue: 
The fish hereabout have such sharp teeth that they 
tnt the South Atlantic cable 5 times in 3 years, until 
the Company was compelled to lay down a special ca- 
bie, which has now remained uncut since 1877 
Pernambnco is a disagreeable port, in spite of the 
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reef near shore. have commonly tobe slung 
cree, let down in an cathe: 4 
and it is not easy getting into t 
rains every day at 0 Sie when the may 


eater 
rans or *“jangudas,” which are a kind of raft used by 
coust fishermen, often venturing 100 miles out to sea 
with only a barrel of fresh water aboard. Bahia, the 
oldest city in Brazil. was known in the last centary 
as San Salvador, and sometimes All Saints. The bay 
would be famous as one of the grandest in the iF 
but for its proximity to the superior beauty of Rio. 
The city is famous for the largest oranges and fattest 


puts yon instantaneously on the top of the cliff. Here 
‘on may take a carriage and 4 mules, to drive to 
ictoria, a delightful English suburb, overlooking the 
Atlantic, in close neighbourhood with the botanical 
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ganden and ericket-ground. Bahia was the metropolis 
of Brazil from 1549 to 1 and is still the ecclesias- 
tical capital of the empire. There are 60 churches, of 
which the finest is that of the Jesuits; here is the 
tomb of the famous F, Almeyda, superior of the Order 
in Brazil, whose real name was John Martin, and on 
the tomb you may read “Non Anglus sed Angelus,” 
in allusion to his origin. 

Rio Janeyro is 860 miles from Bahia, the voyage 
taking 3 days. The entrance to the bay is very strik- 
ing, the scene changing every moment as the steamer 
advances, and the mountains seeming to move one be- 
hind another. At last we cast anchor in full view of 
the city, the background being filled by the Organ 
Mountains. the bay studded with islands in which 
houses, convents and villas arrest the ¢ the white 
walls contrasting with the rich dark foliage and the 
oranges onthe trees: the Sugar-loaf looking ; down upon 
the scene, from a sky of clearest blue. The bay is 110 
miles round, and could hold all the shipping of the 
world; it is so completely shut in as to appear a lake, 
and small steamers are constantly plying about in all 
flirections, between the numerous suburbs and the city. 
Tt is protected by two fortresses—Santa Cruz, mount- 
ing 100 guns, and Villegaignon, near the ‘ance. 
Nevertheless, Rio Janeyro was sacked in 1835, but it 
was by 200 English sailors to whom the Brazilian 
Goyernment owed 2 years’ wages, and w’ li Ik 
their pay in this manner, holding the city fi days 
and nights. The landing-place is at the custom-house, 
alongside the market. The honses are high and the 
streets 30 narrow that when an equipage passes it is 
well to step into the nearest shop. The carriages are 
drawn by mules, and the black servants have splendid 
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liveries. The shops are small but very rich, and the 
people courteous to everybody. In Plaza Constitucion 
there is a fine equestrian statue of Peter I., father of 
the late Emperor. If you have time you should 
take a bond (that is, a tram-car) to the botanical - 
dons, the finest in the world, with the unrivalled avenue 
of palms. There are also bonds to Botafogo, Laran- 
geiras, Gloria, and the other beautiful suburbs. The 
best hotels in Rio are Exchange, Carson’s and Estran- 
geiros, but if you have a few days disposable you can~ 
not do better than take the tramway to Tijuca, 12 
miles, where Mr. Whyte has an English hotel, in the 
midst of the most enchanting scenery that ever de- 































lighted the human eye: the hotel was formerly known 
as Bennet’s, the name of the founder, Another place 
to be seen is Petropolis, in the Organ Mountains, 
2,600 feet over sea-level, where diplomatists reside in— 
summer: from there to Juiz da Fora is a lovely drive 
by mail-coach, and you can return to Rio Janeyro by ‘ 
the Entre Rios railway. Beetles, diamonds, &c., ma 
he bonght in Rua Onvidor, The British Consulate 

in Rua Direita, as are also the post-office, exe - 
and most of the steamboat agencies. There are in 

city 8,943 houses of business, of which 7,263 belong 
to Europeans. Imports and exports make up an 

egate of 21 millions sterling. Population 420,000 sor 
including the suburbs. 

From Rio Janeyro to Montevideo is 1,100 miles, and 
takes from 4 to 5 days, according to weather. Stiff 
pamperos are sometimes met with off the mouth of 
the River Plate, where the numerous sandbanks made 
navigation so difficult in the old times of sailing ves- 
sels that sailors called it Boca de Infierno, Even be- 
fore land be in sight the colour of the ocean is changed 
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by the volume of fresh water from the River Plate, 
52 million cubic feet per minute. Seal-fishing was for 
many years so lucrative on Lobos Island that no light- 
house could be erected there, lest it should drive away 
the seals. Maldonado is seen on the mainjand, and 
abreast of it is Flores Island, which is now the lazza- 
retto ground of the River Plate. 

Montevideo is seen to great advantage from the bay, 
the Cerro completing the picture, The latter stands 
505 feet over sea-level, and has a lighthonse. The 
Oriental is the best hotel in Montevideo, and charges 
$8 a day. Steamers leave in the afternoon, arriving 
in the roadstead of Buenos Ayres by daybreak, and 
passengers are landed at the new dock which admit 
vessels drawing 24 feet. 

At Buenos Ayres the Customs officers are very 
polite, but will certainly charge duty on whatever may 
not be for personal use in the passenger's baggage. 
Travellers will find excellent hotels, such as the Grand, 
Provence, Globe, &., where the charge ranges from 
2 te 6 dollars a day for board and lodging, wine in- 
eluded, It is unwholesome to drink water or spirits, 
unless medicinally, and by no means daily. Strangers 
should also beware of lockjaw, which may result from 
& ent finger if exposed to the air. The climate is very 
liealthy, tut the city is not in a sanitary condition. 
The metro-decimal system is in force—kilograms, ki- 
lometres, and the United States dollar, worth 50 pence 
English. Strangers of whatever nationality or condi- 
fion may call for advice at The Standard office, Calle 
Maypu 176, to which address letters may also be sent 
from Exgland. Poor emigrants looking for empk 
tan have advertisements mserted free of charge. 
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If. Buenos Aires to Tigre. 


(Distance 18 miles, time one howr) 


This line, formerly the Northern of Buenos Ayres, 
has been leased to the Central Argentine for £50,000 
a year. Its traffic is suburban, especially in the swamer 
season and on holidays. Starting from the Central 
Station it runs along the beach, passing the first gas- 
house bnilt in the River Plate (1854). There are many 
splendid mansions on the blaff from the Retiro to the 
Recoleta. At the latter station we pass the Bateman 
Waterworks, a part of the City Improvements begun 
in 1872 and now approaching completion, having already 
cost, £6,000,000 sterling, or £11 per inhabitant. 

The old convent of Recoleta belonged to the Beth- 
lemite friars, suppressed by Rivadavia in 1826; it stands 
on the bluff, and has been rebuilt as an asylum for 
aged poor. Before its institution, in 1856, beggars used 
to ride on horseback, wearing a police medal and eol- 
lecting alms every Saturday. ‘The first public cemetery 
stands behind the asylum. A little further we pass 
Penitentiary, built on the plan of the Pentonville one, 
at a cost of £350,000, to hold 600 convicts. 

Palermo (4 miles), formerly the residence of the Dic- 
tator Rosas, is now the City Park, covering 850 acres, 
The grand avenue is crowded every Sunday and Thar 
day afternoon with carriages, and also on summer nights. 
There was a Military College here, which has been re- 
moved to San Martin. The menagerie has a good col- 
lection of animals. The English cricket-ground faces the 
station. A mile farther is the Hippodrome, where races 
are held on Sund A tract of swampy country in- 
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tervenes till we reach Belgrano, the chateanx of "Torn. 
quist, Napp and other merchants crowning the “barranca’ 

Belgrano (6 miles) has long been a favorite suburb, 
much ywented by English and Germa Some of 
the “quintes’ are superb, having cost from £10,000 
upwards. There is a large swimming-bath near the sta- 
fion. The church and town-hall are remarkably fine, 
According to the report of the police-doctor Belgrano 
is subject to constant outbreaks of typhoid fever. from 
pools and undrained swamps in the vicinity, but of so 
mild a form that only 4 cases in 100 prove fatal. The 
railway runs by Nuiez, wl a park was formed in 
1876, and crosses the White swamps and the Arroyo 
Medrano, to the Rivadayia station. 

Olivos (10 miles) commands a wide view of the ri- 
yer, and here the line is crossed by the Pobladores 
railway which runs over a high embankment along the 
coast. We now leave the swampy ground and ascend 
the biaif by 2 steep grade, 54 feet in less than a mile, 
to the station of Martinez, where there are many grand 
mansions. 

San Isidro (13 miles) stands 65 feet over sea 
or 10 feet less than Martinez, which latter is the hig 
est point on the line. San Isidro is the prettiest 
all the suburbs, and was founded bya Spaniard named 
Aseasuso in 1713. The most princely residences are 
along the bluff from here to San Fernando, On a clear 
day may be discerned the island of Martin Garcia and 
the peaks of San Juan in the republic of Uruguay. 
For more than one hundred years the best wheat has 
heen grown in this department. Allthough so close to 
the river the town is healthy, but Dr. Diaz says in his 

wt that San Isidro is every autumn a prey to ty- 
phoid fever, due to sanitary neglect. There are exten- 
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sive brick. rest of the line, as we approach 
Victoria, from which station the Central Argentine Co. 
is making a branch railway to Capilla del Sefior, 

San Fernando (16 miles) is on the edge of the greaf 
Pacheco swamps, only 20 feet over sea-level. Popula- 
tion 7,000; with fine public buildings and charming 
“qnintas”. There is a froe library, besides museum and 
town-hall: the latter has a ballroom 90 feet long. There 
are two hotels. All the streets, shops and houses are 
lit with electric light. The town was fonnded in 1806, 
when the inhabitants of Las Conchas took refuge here 
from an inundation. A brisk trade is carried on with 
the islands of the Parand, in fruit, timber &e The 

wk built by Louis Huergo (1875) admits vessels 
0) fest in length. 

The railway crosses several swamps before reaching 
the Tigre terminus (18 miles), close to which are many 
palatial abodes. On the north side of the Tigre river 
is the ancient village of Conchas, wh the Spaniards 
built a fort in 1614, to check smuggling from Colonia. 

There are two or three boat-clubs at the Tigre, and 
the ‘Tigre Hotel is a. fashionable resort: in-summe 


(Distance 190 miles, time 7 hours) 


The Buenos Ayres and Rosario Railway Co. rns its 
trains over the rails of wrthern line from the 
Central Station to a point in Palermo Park, where it 
branches off to the left, ascending the slope and cros- 
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sng the Belgrano highroad. Tho station at Belgrano 

is sb the extreme western end of that village, surround- 
ad by the pretty cottages of Messrs, Clarke, Far- 

rat, Galloway and others. 

At the Coghlan junction a branch line runs off by 
Olives and along the riverside, parallel with the Nor- 
them railway as faras San Fernando. This branch is 
known as the Pobladores line, and was made by Mr. 
McDonnell C1h.; it is proposed to carry it on to Las 
Conehas, crossing the Tigre river by a swing bridge. 

Catalinas (8 miles) stand 80 feet over sea-level, and 
has some glass factories, not at present in operation. 
The village has felt the crisisso severely that half the 
¢hops are closed. The railway passes between market- 
gardens within view of Villa Devote, which is on a 
hill to the left, about a mile distant. 

San Martin (12 miles) ix 20 feet lower than the last 
station. Tt is « flourishing town of 4,000 souls, with 
handsome buildings, most of the inhabitants being Ita- 
lians or Basques. There is also a good number of Eng- 
lish residents, this being the terminus of local trattic 
on this line. West of the town is the Military College, 
surrounded by a thicket of Eucalyptus. The line now 
descends rapidly to the swamps of Pacheco, passing 
the station of Bancalari; a decline of 40 feet in 8 miles. 
During the construction, in 1875, the works here were 
washed away bya flood. There is good duck-shooting 
in these swamps. 

Escobar (34 miles), once famed for its merino sheep, 
is now the abode of Italian linseed and wheat farmers 
Seven miles further we cross the Luxan river by an 
iron bridge 755 feet long, wh 208 00. After 
another series of swamps the line reaches the fine Costa 
estancia. 
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Campana (51 miles) is a port on the Parand, almost 
on a level with the river. It has spring inte impor- 
Fance as the seat of Haslam’s process for freezing 
mutton for exportation to England. the factory killing 
1,000. sheep daily, The carcasses are first hung in the 
open air, thon removed to conseentive chilling-rooms 
HP £6 10 dogrees of frost, till they assume the hard- 
hess of stone, when each is packed in a canvas bag 
and stored for shipment. The factory comprises three 
blocks of building, namely slanghter-honse, freezing- 
department and general offices. The company owns 1200 
‘res of adjacent meadows, for fattenmg sheep, and 
also a.pier G00 ft. long, with double line of rails, nsed 
for shipping the frozen meat. 

lere is a rapid rise in the railway from Campana 
to Zarate, namely 70 feet in a distance of 8 miles. 

Zarate (59 miles), a village of 3,700 souls, stands on 
a binif fifty feet over the Parand. It isa place of some 
antiqni the ruins of a Jesuit chapel being seen on 
the Latorre estancia. There ar¢ sheep-farms and wheat- 
fields, many of the former belonging to Irish settlers, 
a8 We pass the stations of Lima and Alsina. 

Baradero (93 miles), population 8,500, stands 100 ft 
over sea-level and 60 ft, over the Parand, and is one 
of the oldest settlements, having been founded in 1664, 
When homestead farms were allotted to a tribe of 
Quilmes Indians brought down from Tucuman. A chapel 
had been previonsly built here by Father Bolaos, 
in 1616. 

San Pedro (108 miles), population 6,000, dates baek 
t the year 1770; it is a thriving port of the Parand, 
and has @ resident Irish priest. Two wayside stations 
are passed, Castro and Paraiso, in a good sheepfarming 
district: then two others, named Ramallo and Sanchez, 
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n the province. 


the lands here being some of the best 
amallo to San 


There is a decline of 30 feet from 
Nicolas. 

San Nicolas, the city of the Arroyos or creeks (150 
miles from Buenos Ayres: is a flourishing place, of 
19,000 inhabitants. It was founded is 1749, when 
Dona Ugarte de Aguilar built a small chapel to St. 
Nicholas. Liverpool steamers call here, and there is a 
factory for exporting frozen mutton. This city is the 
junction of two railway systems, one of which goes 
via Pergamino to Junin, on the Pacific line. 

Constitucion (162 miles), better known as Piedras, 
is at the mouth of the Arroyo Medio, the boundary 
line between the provinces of Buenos Ayres and San- 
ta Fé. It is the starting-point of a railway recently 
opened to Carlota, in the province of Cordoba, 185 
miles, running almost due west, which crosses the Ro- 
sario line here, say 3 miles from the town of Cousti 
tucio A mile further we reach Pavon, the scene of 
a e battle (Sept. 1861) in which Gen. Mitre 
overthrew the Argentine Confederation, the result being 
tu amex the 13 provinces to Buenos Ayres under his 
rule as President. 

Arroyo Seco (171 miles) is a village in the provir 
of Santa Fé: it was destroyed by a cyclone in Noy 
1891, The line rises 20 feet trom here to Alvear, after 
which place there is a decline of 40 feet till we reach 
Rosario (190 miles from Buenos Ayres), standing 67 
teet over sea-level. 
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1V. Buenos Ayres to Bahia Blanca. 


(Distance 447 miles, time 19 hours) 


This is the main line of the Great Southern railway 
and was opened to Bahia Blanca is . ‘There are 
, t long. The 
city ee minus at Plaza C lonstitucion is a apapeet structure. 
There is a sharp decline after leaving the city, of 
36 feet in less than a mile, as we descend towards 
Barracas, On the right is the Convalecencia or Lunatic 
Asylum, on the left the Saenz Valiente quinta, built 
in the 18th century by an Englishman, the first: beef 
salter in Buenos Ayres. It was here that Marshal 
Beresford passed in 1806 to seize the Two English 
cannon balls are seen in the wall of Saenz Valiente’s house. 
Passing through the suburb of Barracas, where the 
G. Southern Railway workshops are situated, the line 
crosses the Riachuelo by a girder bridge. The conntry 
i ry low passing Lanus, from which point it begin 
as we approach Banfield, where a number of 
English villas are seen. 

Lomas (10 miles) is 60 feet over sea-level and was 
at one time much in vogue. It is a pretty village 
with green lanes, but Dr. Canevaro says there are $0 
many trees that the houses are’ damp and typhoid 
fever constantly prevails. He adds that persons with 
pulmonary affections die soon after coming from Bue- 
nos Ayres. Paradise he residence of Mr. Meeks, 
was built by the late Mr. Henry Green, as well as a 
ehurch and school. The Cor cent Home is 4 miles 
to the west. 

Adrogué (12 miles) has two 1 hotels and many 
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heat country-houses. There is a statue in the Plaza to 

Admiral Brown. ‘The line continues to ascend, and op 
voch side ax we pass Burzaco are extensive fields of 
whet and maize cultivated by Italians. 

Glew (18 miles) is the highest point on the line this 
silo of the Sulado, being 93 feet over sea-level. The 
Inte Mr, Glew had famous fruit-gardens. The line now 
teseends to the Samborombon valley. 

Sun Vicente (25 mi is an old town, founded in 
1784 by Juan Peroa, a frontier cattle farmer, A church 
was built in 1780, but the place has not made much 
progress, having barely 2,000 souls. There is a good 

ima for sportemen, but ducks are not so plentiful as 
formerly, All this district was famous for sheep-farming 
fifty years ago, but is now mostly under grain. 

Ferrari (40 miles) is a junction where a branch line 
tomes in from the city of La Plata, 26 miles in length. 
A little further we come to the fine viaduct over the 
Samborombon, on the south side of which is Jeppener. 
The line passes close to the old estancia of Saxones, 
where the Sheridan family had very fine sheep in the 
early days of the Irish settlers. Harratt’s estancia was 
also famous, in this department 

Altamirano (54 miles) w: nally a wayside sta- 
tion on the main line to Chascomus, until in 1873 a 
branch was mide from here to Las Flore: nd this 
has new come to be the main line, terminating at 
Bahia Blanca. This line turns off sharply towards 

Speed and we cross a number of swamps near 

lege, till passing the Gibbings estancia, in sight of 
Ranchos. : 

Ranchos (69 miles) was founded by Capt. Betbezé 
in 1779 to keep back the Indians, but has made little 


progress, the population not exceeding 2,0 has 
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a tine church and many shops, The line now declines 
towards th vlado, as we pass Villanueva, near which 
station is Mr. Shennan’s estancia, where he entertain- 
ed Prince Edward and Prince George in ISS1. ‘There 
is plenty of shooting hereabout. 

The Salado river (90 miles) is crosse 
iron bridge, all this country being sub, 
ble floods. This river was the Indian frontier down to 
1845. On the south side we pass over the estancias of 
Chas and Rosas, and from here to Las Flores the line 
steadily ascends. 

Las Flores (180 miles) is a thriving town, founded 
so lute as 1857. There are hotels, mills, shops and 
4,000 inhabitants. Dr, Figueroa, he x8 * that 
the town suffers from its proximity to stagnant pools, 
and that typhoid fever and phthisis are common. 
There is a junction at Las Flores, a branch 1 
ning off to’Tandil (94 miles) and passing six interme- 
diate stations, This connects the two parallel lines of 
the G, Sonthern Co. that run to Bahia Blanca, and 
the journey to Tandil is made in 6 honrs. Another 
branch of the G, Southern Railway has just: b vor 
pleted from Las Flores to Monte and’ Cainelas, 7 
miles N. 

The main line proceeds from Las Flores to Pardo, 
and in this section of 22 miles the line ascends 66 
feet, passing through corn-fields and linseed farm: 
interspersed with cattle estancias. As the train passe 
Parish and proceeds on to Shaw the ascent becomes 
more pronounced, and towards the 8.K. we discern the 
hill range of Quillalauquen, a spur of the Tandil 
ras. This is the farthest point north where snow 
is winter, 

Azul (198 miles) stands feet over sea-level, the 
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line Iving risen 330 feet in coming from Las Flores. 
Tt isa lusy place, the best town in the south. This 
was the central point of Col. Rauch’s trontier in 1826, 
itd a chapel was built in 1830 by Col. Burgos. The 
pte was, however, merely an entrepot for Indian 
truly, the shopkeepers carrying on a barter with the 
Indians for (stolen) hides, until in 1862 some Danish 
sithrs arrived and began growing wheat. Before the 
Opning of the railway, in 1878, Azul was often besieged 
ly the Indians, there being only one monthly mail by 


tweh to Buenos Ayres. The journey is now made in 
# hours, daily. There are hotels, steam-mills, public 
tuillings and 8,000 inhabitants. The adj 

fise to 1190 feet over sea-level. The town d 
mime (Bine) from the word Calnfi. signifying in In- 


ves its 


dian language the Blne River, which they applied to 
the stream. Numbers of ved or tame Indians 
work in the factories and farms. The train stops here 
15 minutes, 

Olabarria (226 miles) was settled in 1878 by an in- 
dustrions colony of Mennonites who had been expelled 
from Russia for refusing military service. The Go- 
vernment of Buenos Ayres cut up sq- leagues of 
Tani, and gave a free firm-lot of 120 acres to cach 
family. There are 1,200 farms, and the grain crop 
averages 30,000 tons. Passing the station of Pourtalé 
the line begins to descend, falling 52 feet between 
here and Gama, at which place the train stops 25 
minutes, for refreshments. 

Curumalan (534 miles) is an extensive property be- 
longing toa London company: it covers about 500,000 
weres, exclusive of the lands held by a French colony. 
Tt was Indian territory until Col, Alsina made a frontier 
here in 1877, running 60 miles north to Guamini. 
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Much of the land is poor, but the donble chain of 
hills encloses a valley 15 miles Be by two in width. 
snitable for horse-breeding. The railway goes along the 
base of the hills over embankments and through *tosea’’ 
enttings, still ascending: it crosses the Curnmalan river 
and, making a sharp curve, doubles the Sierras and 
pushes on in a south course towards the sea, At Pigué 
there is a good hotel, and a little further is Alfalfa, 
the highest point on the whole line, 1,130 feet over 
sea-level, 

The Sauce Chico ( miles) is crossed near Torn- 
quist by a bridge of wronght-iron girders, resting on 
stone abutments. ‘This district was first settled in 1865 
hy 28 young Englishmen, whose rifles kept the Indians 
at bay. The line rapidly declines to the Naposta val- 
ley, and this fall continues to Bahia Blanca. In a 
stretch of 70 miles from Alfa! southward the line 
descends 1,070 foot, say 15 per mile, Bahia Blanca 
(447 miles) has not progressed as much as was expect- 
ed, and persons who speculated in building-lots have 
been ruined. Population 7,000, Rosas built a fort here 
in 1833, anda church in 1835. The first steamer from 
Europe discharged cargo here in 1882, at the railway 
pier. The town is about 6 miles from the sea, There 
is alight-house at Monte Hermoso, built in 1881, which 
is visible 15 miles by and 10 by night: it is 168 
feet over the sea. © i steamers ply once a week 
to and from Bneno Ayres. The pala runs down 
to the pier, cls of 18 feet draught can load 
or unload yi { Bahia Blanca in 1890 amount- 

'1,200,000 sterling, imports and 
exports equal: thi an increase of 400 per cent 
in five years. 
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V. Second route to Bahia Blanca. 


Distance 456 miles, time 24 hours, 


This is the same as last route as far as Altamirano 
(54 miles) and is known as the Tandil route. The line 
mms due south, passing the Gandara station, to Chas- 
coms, Which was the original terminus in 1865, when 
the railway was first opened. 

Chaseomus (72 miles), population 5,000, is sitnated 
tear a chain of lakes, where good fishing and shooting 
may be had. The town stands low y 40 fect over 
sea-level, the railway having « decline of 17 feet from 
the last station. The frain stops half an hour for 
breakfast. There are many good shops and two hotels. 
Chascomns signifies the “country of lagoons”: it was 
founded in 1777 by Capt. Betbezé, and a chapel was 
tmilt to Our Lady in 1825. Some of the finest Scotch 
anil English estancias are in this district, notably those 
of John Pair and Richard Newton. The railway 
ceeds through a low country: the level still declinix 
as we proceed. 

Adela (82 miles) is a wayside station near Mr. Dodds’ 
estancia, where the Chascomus Athletic Sports are held. 
We pass through a well-stocked country from here to 
Guerrero, which stands on an estancia formerly belong- 
ing to the unfortunate Alzaga family. The neon de 
Lopez runs from here down to the mouth of the Sa- 
lado, and is full of large and small game. Two small 
stations oceur before reaching Dolores, and eastward, 
in the direction of the sea, is the large estancia of 
Martinez de Hoz. ° 
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Dolores (127 miles) is reached in 6 hours from town. 
Tt stands 15 feet lower than Chascomus, and is sur- 
ronnded with swamps and thickets. but is one of the 
best towns in the south, having $,000 inhabitants and 
many fine buildings, It was founded by Governor 
Puyrredon in 1818, but destroyed by Indians, and not 
rebuilt till 1831. The trade and population have don- 
bled since the opening of the G. Southern railway, in 
1874. 

From Dolores the railway proceeds to skirt the Tor- 
dillo forest, and cross the swamps of Vecino, where floods 
are frequent. The line, however, rises as we pass Par- 

in a stretch of 40 miles, 

Maypii junction (168 miles) is 52 feet over sea-level, 
and from this point is the branch line to Mar del Plata, 
the favorite haunt place. 

Mar del Plata (250 miles) is reached after a ran of 
82 miles from Maypi throngh a flat, uninteresting 
country, passing the wayside stations of Dorrego, Piran, 

ivoraté and Camet. The family of Ortiz Basualdo has 
4 fine estancia on this route. and the Camet station is 
called after a French settler, whose house is near the 
cliffs overlooking the Atlantic. The highest point on 
the line is Vivorata from which there is a decline of 
40 feet to Mar del Plata, The family of Peralta Ramos 
nntil recently owned the lands on which the town now 
stands. It is a straggling place, dangerous for bathing. 
and possesses hardly any attraction but the brisk, in- 
vigorating atmosphere, which makes it so much resemble 
Brighton. There are tw ionable hotels, famous for 
high charges, and others where accommodation may be 
had at $5 currency (say lings) a day. The season 
is from I November to 1 April. Pie-nic parties are 


got up to Cape Corrientes and Laguna de los Padres. 
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Th tm from Buenos Ayres is made in 12 hours, 
tsnilly by night-train in sleeping-cars. Pop. 5,000. 

From Mayjui junction to Ayacucho is a stretch of 
8 miles, passing two small stations: the line rises 192 
fet, We are now getting into a wild and thinly settled 
comntey, 

Ayacucho (206 miles) is 243 feet over sea-level. It 
hed formerly called Tandileofi, and is a bustling vil- 
lige of 3,000 souls. From here another line branches 
off to the sea, terminating at Necochea, sometimes cal- 
lel *the City of Quequen”. Only the first section of 
this branch, as far as Balearce, is opened to traffic. 
All this was Indian country until lately. The town of 
Baleuree was founded in 1876, with a chapel to St 
Joseph, and has now 2,000 sor 


Necochea or Quequen (340 mile 
is likely to rival Mar del Plata as a fashionable water 
place, for, although 90 miles farther from Buenos Ayres. 


x seated on a fine 


it has the great advantage of bei 
navigable river. A company was formed in 1889 to 
build « city here. Population 3,500. 

From Ayacucho jnnetion to Tandil is a run of 40 
miles, passing the stations of Reconquista and Iraola, 
ani now we get a good view of the Tandil range 
We are in a hilly country and the line has an ascent 
of 343 feet on this section. 

Tandil (247 miles) was founded as a frontier fort 
agailist Indians by Governor Puyrredon in 1822. Its 
yresent name is that of a Cacique, who had his wig- 
wams on the bank of the adjacent river. The town was 
marked ont by Gen. Rosas in 183%, and is surronnded 
hy picturesque hill-ranges; population 6,000, About a 
Teogue distant is the famous rocking-stone, weighing 
270 tons, so nicely poised that it rocks in the wind 
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and may be made to crack a walnut, but so firm that 
when Rosas yoked 1,000 horses to displace it he was 
unable to do so, Many gaucho superstitions were at- 
tuched to it, and on New Year's Day 1873 « fanatic 
named Tata Dios started from here with 100 gancho 
followers and murdered 40 Europeans before he was 
overpowered and shot. Marble is tesa at Sierra Tinta 
and some other ranges, the Sierras extending in a nor- 
therly direction GO miles to Azul, Tandil 1s 586 feet 
over sea-level, 

From Tandil the line takes a south-west course to 
Tres Arroyos. All this was Indian country until Alsina’s 
ew frontier was made in 1877. A wayside station, 
called Lopez, is the highest point on the line (743 feat) 
and from here there is a steady decline, 

Juarez (300 miles) was fomnded in 1875 at the head 

f one of the Quequen rive It is a thriving town 
of 3,000 souls, but the climate in winter is very cold. 

Tres Arroyos (860 miles) is reached after traversing 
the Alzaga and Vasquez estancias. It stauds at the 
junction of three streams, about 45 miles from the 

itic seaboard. and may be said to have sprung into 
existence since the opening of the railway hither. It 
is 3 feet over sea-level. From here the line runs 
nearly west, and parallel with the seaboard, crossing 
many streams and passing sundry wayside stations till 
reaching Bahia Blanca, this section beg 96 milea in 
length, ‘The distance between Buenos Ayres and Bahia 
Blanca by this route is, therefore, 9 miles greater than 
by way of Azul: the country is so mountainous that 
the trains take 5 hours longer. 
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VI, Buenos Ayres to Trenquelauquen. 


(Distance 278 miles, time 12 hours) 


This was originally known as the Western Railway, 
the terminus being at the extreme west end of the 
city, at Plaza Ones, Tho line passes through the suburbs 
of Caballito and Flores, in which are some stately 
eonntry-houses, of recent constraction. At Floresta 
there is a large leather factory, after which we pass 
famerous market gardens and the side stations of 
Littiers, Ramos Mejia and Haedo. From the last there 
is « branch-line to La Plata. 


Moron (14 miles) is 70 feet over sea-level and was 


long considered the sanatorium of Buenos Ayres, for 
the dryness of its air, but it has lately been declining. 
The beantiful villa and gardens built by the late Mr. 
Coffin are sonth of the line, with a large plantation of 
gum-trees, Mr. Koch's quinta is also remarkable, The 
next station is Itnzaingo, adjacent to which is Mr. 
Duhamel’s fine nursery. 

Merlo (19 miles) is the junction from which a branch 
line runs to Lobos and Saladillo. In 1880 Mr. Beanmont. 
from Cape Town, started here an ostrich farm, but it 
fid not succeed. 

Moreno (28 miles) is surrounded by wheut-farms, 
which stretch aw for miles on either side of the 
railway until passmg the village of Rodrignez, the 
eburch of which was built by wnor Saavedra and 
dedicated to St. Patrick in 1866, when all this depart 
ment was held by Irish sheepfarmers, but sheep hay 
now moved further west, to make room for the plongh 
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of the Ttalian grain-geower. Rodrignez 1s 100 fest over 
sea-level, the railway having a rise of 50 feet from Merlo. 

Luxan (42 miles) was one of the earliest settlements 
of Irish sheeplarmers, some of whom have still estan- 
cias in the vicinity. It is one of the oldest towns in 
the country, and has a famous shrine dedicated to Our 
Lady, which dates back to 1630, Marshal Beresford and 
44 off wero detained prisoners here in 1806. The 
Vincentian Fathers have a large college, attached to 
the church. Population 4,000. 

Mercedes (61 miles) stands ft. over sea-level: it 
was an outpost on the Indian frontier until 1822, but 
rapidly grew into a Honrishing town when numbers of 
sheep-farmers from Co. Westmeath settled hore. Their 
descendants own most of the department. The town 
has 12,000 population, many fine buildings and St. 
Patrick's college, the latter direrted by Father O'Grady. 
We are now in the best sheep-farming district, passing 
the Leones river and Suipacha station, and farther on 
is the estancia of Gorostiaga, which was an Indian 
“tolderia” in 1816. 

Chivileoy (100 miles) dates from 1854, in which year 
Mr. Sarmiento (afterwards President) marked ont a 
number of homestead farms for Italians and Swiss, who 
introduced wheat-farming. Down to 1865 the friendly 
Indians of the Pampas, under the Cacique Coliqueo, 
nsed to come here to barter with frontier traders, Tt 
is now a town of 14,000 population: standing 171 
over sea-level. Going on westward we pass the stations 
of Alberti and Lar and cross the Salado by a fine 

i not far from the estancia of the late Mr. 

Keen, one of the first settlers. The Salado was the 
Indian frontier down to 1855. 

130 miles) was fonnded in 1860, bnt a 
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Bustos in 1846, It is 
tho first settlers 


fort hod been built here by ¢ 
biw A town of 5,000 souls. One of 
We the late My. James Kavanagh, in 1855, who employ: 
od fiendly Indians to tend his cattle. Further ou is 
the Dennehy station, called after some settlers from 
Co, Waterford. 

Nueve dle Julio (168 miles) was founded in 1858 as 
4 frontier fort, and five years later the town was murk- 
al ont by Col. Vedia, who built a chapel to St. Do- 
minick, The railway reached this town in 1884; the 
joymlation exceeds 4,000, It stands 246 feet over sea- 
level, or 70 teet higher than Chivilcoy. 

Peguajo (230 miles) was formerly called Fort Melli- 
vas, and is wow the centre of large wheat-farms. Ele- 


vution 280 feet, 


Trenquelanguen (278 miles) is the furthest settled 
being 315 


pomt, and the highest on the whole line 
Mr, Willian 


ea-level. The first settle: 
Clymont, wes killed by Indians mm 1883. [t is pri 

to connect this point with Bahia Blanca, by way of 
(uamini and Carumalan, by a railway 105 miles long. 
The distance from Trenquelanquen to Bahia Blanca 1s 


210 miles, 


feet over 


VIL. Buenos Ayres to Saladillo. 


Distance 113 miles, time 5 hours 


the Western Rail- 


the rails o} 
route, [rom 


The route goes over 
way as far as Merlo (19 miles) as in last 
which point the G, Sonthern Railway has purchased 
the line to Saladillo, 94 miles. The line runs SW. from 
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Morlo, through lands famous for wheat-growing. The 
Conchas river turns several flour-mills, melnding that 
built by Blumstein and Laroche in 1854, and that by 
Mr, Taggurt, an American, in 1864; tho latter lost his 
life the same year in successfully endeavoring to save 
some ladies whose boat had capsized in front of his 
mill. The railway has a steady ascent: as far as Las 
Heras, which is 120 fect over sea-level, a rise of 70 
foot from Merlo, The country between Merlo and Lo- 
bos, a stretch of 42 miles, belonged 30 years ago to 
Trish sheep-farmers, being watered by the Choza, Du- 
razno and other streams, and covered with rich pastures, 
The Dillons, Moores, Caseys, Lynches, &c., sold their 
lands for ten times their original cost, and the Italian 
whoat-growers have taken their place. 
Lobos (61 miles) is 98 feet over sea-level, but in the 
vicinity of some lagoons and subject to Hoods. Tt is, 
'. a healthy and prosperous town of 6,500 inhabi- 
and is reached in 3 hours from Buenos Ayres, 
wolves or seals, neither of which 
ed, but perhaps Lobos was the name 
Spanish officer or early settler. The town was 
laid out in 1803, but m ade little progress till the open- 
ing of the railway in | . It was ravaged by typhoid 
fever down to in which year the Municipal 
Connell mac lutary improvements which have been 
crowned wi 
The section 1 Lobos to Saladillo, 52 miles, was 
opened in 1884. The land is crossed by many streams 
and appears a d _ but there is a rise of 62 feat 
to Saladill is the highest point of the line, 156 
feet over se: is thickly studded with sheep- 
farms, There is of 100 feet over the Garzas, 
after which we cross ‘ascallares estancia till reach- 
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ing the Salado, which has a fine iron bridge of 360 
fee. Having crossed this river we are in the dopart~ 
ment of Saladilo, which was Indian territory forty 
Yer sgo. At the estancia of Acosta we cross a tri- 
ltary’of the Salado by a bridge of 240 fost. and thon 
traveres the estates of Carri] and Cazon, Numbers of 
Ttalian grain-farms occur before we reach the terminus 
of the line. 

Saladillo 118 miles) was made a frontier post in 
1856, and the town was marked out in 1863, a the 
chireh of the Assumption was built. A branch 
way has bean projected from here to Las Flores, on 
the G. Southern main line, 45 miles in a SE. conrse, 
Tt is also pro to make a line SW. to Guamini, 
180 miles, which would cross a fine pastoral country 


rail- 


The town of Saladillo has 4,000 souls, its progress dat- 
ing from the opening of the railway, in 1884. 


VUL Buenos Avres to Magdalena. 


Distance 67 milex, time 4 hours. 

‘The line starts from the Central Station, passes the 
Government House and is carried over a viaduct pa- 
rallel with the Ma Docks as far as the Yellow 
Honse, which stands on the spot where the first bricks 
were made in June 1580, by Juan de Garay. The 
bluff is occupied by Lezama’s quinta. The line crosses 
the lighroad at Schwartz's foundry, close to which, on 
the W. side, may be seen the Quinta mar 
eupied by Admiral Brown. At Schwartz's foundry 
hive been made many strong-rooms for banks 

Boca (2 miles) is a village mainly of Italians on the 


years oc- 
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N. bank of the Riachuelo, which is in reality the Rio 
de Matanzas. It is almost wholly of wood, and is a 
constant menace to Buenos Ayres, being not only 
xposed to conflagration but also to feyer or cholera, 
as the sanitary laws are set at defiance. Mr. Huergo 
proposed to make this place the port of Buenos Ayres 
and dredged a deep-water channel to the roadsteqd, 6 
miles in length, by which in 1883 vessels came in draw- 
ing 22 feet, the tonnage of entries that year reaching 
1,200,000 tons. ‘The first landing of the Spaniards in 

30 was at the Boca, and Garay built fifty years later 
a fort that existed nntil the great storm of 5th Jannary 
1805, The place is often inundated, The railway rans 
along the N. bank of the Riachuelo, past many ship- 

ards and warehouses, to T Esquinas, where John 
‘Marshall, in 1564, built the first steamer in the River 
Plate, the Estrella del Norte, 

Barracas (4 miles) was for more than a century the 
seat of the Saladero or beef-salting business. ra 
million cows and horses were slaughtered yearly, the 
flesh of the former being shipped to Brazil and Cuba: 
the horses were killed for their hides, The blood and 
offal were thrown into the Riachuelo, giving the water 
4 port-wine color, and millions of dead fish olten lined 
the banks of the stream and even of the River Plate, 
It became such a nuisance that the Saladeros 
closed in 1871. The railway crosses the river by a fine 
iron bridge and traverses a swampy district till reach- 
ing the Mitre station, formerly called Puente Chico. 

rom here there are market-gardens as far as Bernal, 

the Salesian Fathers have a country-honse. 
rom Wilde station to Bernal. a distance of only 3 
miles, there is a rapid rise of 46 feet, and from Bernal 
the line again declines. 
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From Espeleta to Berazateguy the line has an ascent 
of 33 feet, but then begins to decline as we approach 
the Conchitas valley, passing between fields of wheat. 
On the south side of Conchitas river we enter the 
estate of Mr. John Davidson, one of the early Scotch 
settlers, who bought it from the Dominican Friars. 

Pereyra (25 miles) is a junction, a branch running 
off to La Plata city (10 miles long). The magnificent 
estate of Leonardo Pereyra is crossed by the line to 
Ensonada: the owner is said to have expended £200,000 
since 1863 in improvements, chiefly the importation of 
prize cattle, horses e from Europe. The railway 
skirts Mr. Bell's estancia as it approaches Punta Lara, 
where there is a pier 2,800 feet long. 

Ensenada (37 miles) was for two centuries the port 
used by the Spaniards. Here Brown won one of his 
hardest-fought naval battles. Some remains exist of 
the old Spanish for There is a promontory called 
Point Santiago on the south side, on which grow some 
of the best peaches. A branch railway rans from here 
along the new docks, iniand, to the city of La Plata, 
capital of the Proy 

There are ini fact various lines radiating from La 
Plata. 1, To Pereyra, on the Ensenada line, 10 miles, 
passing by Tolosa and Ringuelet. 2. To Ensenada, 6 
miles, alor ci 8. rrari, on the G. 
Southern line, 28 miles, passing by Ringuelet and Brand- 
zon, 4. Te stern line, 48 miles, 
passing by I ita Catalina. 

La Plata i occupies a ing ground three 
miles from the coast. The plan of the city was marked 
out in December 1882, and so. rapidly did building 
progress, that in 1 value of public edifices and 
private houses was found to be $38,000,000 gold or 
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nearly eight millions sterling, the population rea 

33,000. Many of the public offices are palace:. 

it were the intention to make this place the Wash- 

ington of South America. The Museum is, however. 
the only place of any interest. The city is lit with 

400 electric lights. here is not much trade cr vita- 

lity, and the city would be almost deserted were it 

not for a law obliging provincial employees to reside 
here, and for the new docks connecting it with En- 
senada. These docks go by the name of the La Plata 
Port: they were begun by Mr. Waldorp, a Dutch 
engineer, in 1884, and have been ably carried out, at 
a cost of £3,000,000 sterling, admitting vessels of 
24 feet draught. Steamers from Europe land here 
their passengers, who are conveyed in two hours to 
Buenos Ayres by rail. The import and export trade 
ot La Plata in 1890 amounted to $4,200,000 or 
£800,000: shipping entries 200,000 tons. 

The Ensenada railway runs over high ground at 
Elizalde, which is 80 feet over sea-level. but gra- 
dually descends into a swampy region at Arditi. There 
are thick woods in places near the coast. 

Magdalena (67 miles) is only 15 fect above the level 
of the Parana: it was founded by Governor Zabala in 
1730, about 3 miles from the coast. Being surrounded 
with swamps it is often a prey to typhoid fever. 
Population 4,000. There are some saladeros at Atalaya, 
on the coast. All the country from Ensenada to 
Magdalena was given by the King of Spain to the 
Barragan family, but Major Paul Barragan, being in 
difficulties, in 1747 sold the estate at $500 per league 
frontage on the River Plate, being equal to two pene+ 
an acre. © 
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IX. Buenos Ayres to Mendoza. 
Distance 654 miles, 36 hours. 


This is known as the Pi 


acific ronte, trains leaving 
the Central Station at 9 c 


lock on three nights of 
each week, and raonning over the rails of the Northern 
line to Palermo Park, at which point the Tine tirns 
off westward in a sharp angle. The first station is at 
Maldonado, improperly called Palermo, after which it 
gradually ascends the slope of the Chacarita, where the 
principal cemetery of the Capital is situated, with 
large plantations of Australian guin-trees. In the 17th 
and 18th centuries the Jesuits had their country-honse 
or Chacarita on the top of this hill. The ascent from 
Palermo is 12 feet per mile, and looking southward 
we sce Flores, while the line rus for three miles 
through market-gardens, 

Devoto (10 miles) stands on a table-land, at an 
elevation of 80) feet, and is remarkable for the dryness 
and purity of its 2 There are numerous fine re 
ences and an unfinished chureh, the latter of great 
dimensions: also a Plaza of 8 acres, beautifully laid 
ont. The line continues almost due west, and looking 
north we see the village of San Martin with its plan- 
tations of gum-trees. 

Caseros miles) is a wayside station on the spot 
where was fought, on February 3rd 1852, the most 
eventful of South American battles in recent times 
resulting in the overthrow of the tyrant Rosas, who 
immediately escaped to England in a British war-vessel, 

Hurlingham (17 miles) is a favorite rendez-vous on 
holidays for races, athletic sports, ete., and several 
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Englishmen haye built cottages here. A little further 
& Bella Vista, the train passing close to Mattaldi’s 
distillery, where pigs also are fattened on the refuse 
of maize. 

Muiiz (23 miles), better known as San Miguel, may 
be considered as the last suburb of Buenos Aires on 
this ronte. It is remarkable for the Asylum of Sau 
José, ‘built in 1888 by the Gallardo family: about 
130 orphans are maintained, Don Leon Gallardo has 
4 handsome mansion in the vicinity, The town was 
marked out in 1886. and has now 1,200 souls. West- 
ward, after passing the town, may be s on the 
loft of the line, the fine residence of Mr. Charles 
Lamb. 

Pilar 35 miles) is a town of 2.000 inhabitants. 
Governor Ortiz built a fort here in 1744, and a church 
was built in 1791. which was pulled down in 1857 to 
make room for the preseut* handsome structure, The 
town stands im a slope, 80 feet over sea-level, with 
swampy land around, and diphtheria sometimes attacks 
heth the inhabitants and their poultry. Twenty years 
ago the Trish sheepfarmers were numerous, but Italian 
Wheat-growers have taken their pls Two wayside 
stations occur, called Cortinez and Agote. the camps 
here bemg very fine 

Mercedes (70 miles) has been already described on 
Route 5, page 90. The Pacific railway rans this far 
parallel with the Western line, but the latter takes 
from Mercedes a S. W, course, while the former keeps 
on due west, running through one of the best sheep- 
farming, districts, where Irish estancias are numerous 
past the stations of Franklin, Rivas, Castilla, Rawson 
and San Patricio. On Mr. Allens estancia there is a 
ehapel for the Irish neighbors, with library attached. 
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Chacabuco (130 miles), population 2,000, is ehief- 
town of a department which was Indian territory down 
to 1860, One of the first settlers was My. Perkins, in 
1862, who has a fine estanc valled Esperanza. "The 
town was marked ont in 1865; when free farm lots 
were given to soldiers invalided during the the Para- 
guayan war. Tho railway approaches the Salado as it 
passes the station of O'Higgms, which is 240 feet over 
sea-le 

Junin (160 miles) is a junction, a branch-line of the 
Westorn Railway connecting this place with Pergamino: 
this branch-line is 60 miles long: passing through the 
flourishing town of Rojas, The situation of Junin is 
unhealthy, adjoining extensive lagoons from which the 
Rio Salado, which bisects the province of Buenos Ayres, 
takes its rise, The town stands on the site of a fort 
built in 1823 by Col. Rauch, whieh was subsequently 
destroyed by Indians. The place was marked ont in 
1853, and called Junin to commemorate Gen. Miller’ 
victory over the Spanish arms (1524). but the depart- 
ment suffered from Indian forays till 1873. A line of 
railway is propo ed from here to Trenqnelanquen (130 
miles long), to be alterwards prolonged to Curamalan, 
105 miles further, enclosing all the western camps in 
a half-moon 

Westward from Janin the railway skirts the north 
bank of the lagoons as far as Arenales, and them pro- 
ceeds to Alberdi, whore it crosses the Buenos Ayros 
limits and enters the province of Santa Fé. The camps 
here are mostly of coarse grass, suited only for horn- 
ed cattle. Two more wayside stations, named Orella- 
nos and Soler, are passed in a flat and thinly settled 
country. Orellanos is 372 feet over sea-level, a rise 
of 105 feet from Junin, in 70 miles. 
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Rufino (265 miles) is the boundary point for the 
provinces of Cordoba and te Fé, and from here 
wuother railway rons off in a NW. direction to Carlota 
and Villa Maria. his line is, moreover, worked by 
the Pacific Railway Co., and runs over 142° mi 
Tt is a narrow-gauge lin 
9 hours, inclnding a stay of 40 minutes 
at Carlota, which stands on the Rio Cuarto and is 
midway between Rufino and Villa Maria. There are 
yurious wayside stations, mostly adjacent to agricultu- 
ral colonies of Italian and other settlers. 

The Pacific Railway traverses 135 miles of the Pro- 
vinte of Cordoba, from Rufino to Paunero, passing 6 
Wayside stations of no interest. All this was Indian 
eouutry when Mr. Robert Crawford made surv i 
1872 for a railway from Buenos Ay Jhile. Game 
is very abundant ; hares $ r, wild 
duck, plover and ibis. Th various sult lagoons 
frequented by dumingous and black-necked swans. Mr. 
Crawtord’s party suffered much from want of fresh 
water, there hems uo rivers or lakes. Nevertheless 
goo water is now found in many places by digging 
to « depth of 10 or 15 feet. nd-lills are met with, 
somelimes 20 feet high, and the aspect of the country 
is cheerless, The line of railway rises 880 foet between 
Oretlanes and Faunero, in a stretch of 170 miles. 

Paunero (400 miles) stands on the N. bank of the 
Rio Quinto, 1.250 feet over sea-level, the country being 
wooded. The Quinto is here about ‘ wide, 
flowitig between steep banks, but the depth of water 
rarely uxereds two fect: it ix lost GO miles further east, 
in the Amarga swamp, due south of the station called 
Cantiva, which is pas from Rufino. There 
is, however, a popular by fof that the Rio Quinto, whic h 
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disappears at Amarga lagoon, comes again to the sur- 
face at Junin, as the Salado. 

Looking NW. from Paunero the traveller discerns 
at a distance of 70 miles the solitary peak of El Morro 
rising from the pampas. And as we cross the frontier, 
to enter the Province of San Luis, we see the blue and 
hazy outline of the Sierras of that name, The rail- 
way still follows the N. bank of the river between 
clumps of trees till we reach Villa Mercedes, where 
the river bed is 1,200 yards wide and 15 feet deep 
although the stream itself is rarely over 100 yards wide 
and 2 feet. deep. 

Villa Mercedes (formerly called Rio Quinto) standing 
1690 feet over sea-level, is an important railway centre, 
besides being the second city in the Province of San 
Luis. From it radiate railways in four directions. The 
Pacific eastward to Buenos A 432 miles; the 
Andine to Villa Maria, tL i the Morro morth- 
ward, 58 miles; and the Great Western to Mendoza, 
222 miles. The city was founded as a fort in 185¢ 
but was a mere Indian outpost until the Andine rail- 
way reached here in 1 It. has 8,000 inhabitants 
and an active trade, There is a statue to Gen. Tyanoski, 
a gallant Polish soldier of fortune, 

The Morro railway is intended to reach the city of 
Rioja, 865 miles: it is only 40 inches gauge, and consists 
at present of two sections in actual traffic; the first, 
36 miles, to San José del Morro, the second to La 
Loma, 17 miles. The works reach as far as San Pedro, 
142 miles from Villa Mercedes, Nothing is done on 
the remaining 221 miles to Rioja, nor is it likely that 
the railway will be completed to the latter city before 
several years. 

From Villa Mercedes the line runs no longer on the 
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rails of the Pacific Co., but over the Great Western 
ronte, which t a WNW. course towards San Luis. 
About 8 miles after leaving the town we eross the Rio 
{Quinto by an iron bridge, 200 feet long, and leave 
behind os the cultivated farms, fringed with poplars 
ani willows, to emerge again on the pampa, the Sierras 
of Cordoba being seen on the right. 

Fraga (454 miles) is a wayside station, 2,020 feet 
over sea-level, Here was fought a battle in 1867, in 
which 700 dead were left upon the field. ym. this 
point there is a good view of the Morro peak, due 
uorth, while the Sierras of San Luis rise immediately 
before us, and a4 we pass the station of Alto Grande 
(470 iniles) the Andes may be seen on a clear day, 
although more than 200 miles off. The line pp 
clump of trees called Chafiar de Matanza, w! 
garrison of 25 soldiers was put to the sword by I 
m 1870. We the C 
reathing San Luis, on an iron bridge 140 f 

San Luis (490 miles) is 2,380 feet over sea 
is approached through a district of remarkable fertility. 
abounding in orange-trees, poplars and meadows of Alfa 
Twenty years ago the city was a collection of mud 
ints, without glass windows, but since the opening of 
the railway, in 1880, it has been much imp . Whe 
train stops halfan-hour. It is a place of great anti- 
quity haying been founded by Capt. Loyola 
of St. Ignatius) in 1597. The population is abont 8,000, 

now takes a SW. course to Balde, a mis 
rable halal in the vicinity of the great salt lake of 
poppy ‘a few miles south of the railway. Its banks 
with salt, and the lake is 50 miles around, 

the depth being unknown. No bird is ever seen to fly 
near it, but there is plenty of good fish, especially a 
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kind of trout. The lake is shunned by guanacoes and 
ostriches, and the water kills all vegetation: the banks 
are lined with trunks of trees, The ground sounds 
hollow under the horse’s hoof, From San Luis to 
Balde tho railway has a decline of 600 foot, in 18 miles. 
The Des: eae (550 miles) is crossed by a long 
iron bridge, being the frontier between the provinces 
of San Luis and Mendoza. We have now left the 
desert of San Luis, and enter a country more populous, 
with small farms of fenced land: these are irrigated by 
canals trom the Desaguadero and Tunuyan, the inter- 
mediate country for 40 miles having a complete system 
of irrigation. The former river formed a kind of bar- 
rier against Tndian forays from the pampas of San Luis, 
down to 1875. 
La Paz (565 miles) is 1,630 feet over sea-level or 
750 lower than San Luis. It is a cheerful town, in 
ince of Mendoza, with rows of poplars on all 
population 4,000, From here the outline of the 
s is very distinct, Tupungato standing ont in bold 
relief 110 miles due W. and rising to a height of 
22.140 feet. The surrounding country is mostly co- 
vered with brushwood of the Retama species, beneath 
which cattle find pasture. There are also irrigated 
meadows of Alfa, in which cattle are fattened for the 
Chilian market 
From La Paz the line as a N. W. course, 
along the north bank of the ‘Tannys an river, Which comes 
down from the 4 taking its rise near the Tupun- 
gato peak and irrigating the intervening country for 
a length of more than one hundred miles 
Santa Rosa (607 miles) stands 1,990 feet over sea- 
level, is a pretty village surrounded by neat farms. 
The roads are lined with pop and cultivation is in 
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an advanced state. Here was fought battle in September 
1874, in which Colonel Roca defeated Arredondo’s army 
and opened the way to his own accession to powor 
becoming Minister of War 1875, and President of 
the Republic in 1880, 

From Santa Rosa to Mendoza the line continues ty 
ascend. the distance being 47 miles aid the ascent 
40% feet. Tho country is beautifully cultivated, and 
the farm-houses have an air of comfort and affluence. 
Much of the land is under vineyards, which are valued 
at $600 por hectare or £14 per acre. This high value 
is due to irrigation by means of the Zanjou or canal 
made by the Inca Guaymallen in pre-historic times. 
Tt wonld be difficult, except in the Po valley, to find 
a better system. The Mendoza river is crossed at 
Moline del Colon, where Mr. Brachmann has a fine 
mill. 

Rodeo el Medio (642 miles) ix 2,310 foot over soa- 
level and has an excellent he kept by Mr, White 
grandson of one of Beresford’s soldiers. Vineyards, 
cornfielis, meadows of Alfa and fruit gardens occur in 
Yaried succession during the 12 miles of our appre 
ta Menioza, a city which has charmed all trave 
Dnt 13 6 a very thin crust of clay. In March 1861 
the geologist Brevard wrote that Mendoza would cor- 
tainly be destroyed by an earthqike in less than 40 
Years, and ten days later he perished with 12,000 of 
the inhabitants. 

Mendoza (654 miles) stands at an elevation of 
feet, which is is only 13 feet higher than San Luis 
although 164 miles further west. There are several 

od hotels. From here the traveller may proceed due 

ft? San Juan, 100 miles by rail; or cross the Andes 
to Chile, the journey to Valparaiso taking four days. 
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X. Mendoza to San Juan, 


Distance 98 miles, time 6 hours. 


This line is nominally a part of the Great Western, 
Imt runs due N., parallel with the Andes, At first the 
route lies through cultivated farms, as far as Jocoli 
24 miles), the railway having a decline of 460 feet on 
this section 

Ramblon (42 miles) is on the frontier between the 
the Provinces of Mendoza and San Juan, in the midst 


of a desolate country, for the most part a salt desert, 
interspersed with clumps of thorny bushes, and desti- 
tute of water. This continues until we reach Cafada 
Honda, close to the San Juan river. 


Cahada Honda (65 miles) is 1970 feet over sea-level. 

the centre of a district teeming with corn and wine. 
Here there is a first-class hotel. It has been often 
proposed to make a canal from the river of San Joan 
to that of Mendoza, in order to irrigate the ort tract 
of 40 miles from here to Jocoli. 
Pozitos (86 miles) is a charming village, surrounded 
gardens and small farms, A. battle was fought 
s in 1861, when Governor Aberastain and other 
prisoners were put to death, There is a bridge 580 
feet long over the San Juan river. 

San Juan (98 miles) stands 2,106 feet over sei 1, 
being 284 feeb lower than Mendoza. It is by rail 752 
miles from Buenos Aires, and the journey is accomplished, 
via Mendoza, in 42 hours. erable trade is 


he 
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cautied on with Chile by the Patos pass. San Juan 
is a handsome, well-built city of 15,000 souls, and 
public education is much adv: 





XI. Across the Andes. 





Mendoza to Santa Rosa 183 miles, time 4 days. 


Although there are a dozen well-known passes over 
the Andes to Chile, the only one that is commonly 
used is that of Uspallata, the same by which Messrs. 
Clark's railway is being constructed. It is traversed by 
couriers on foot all the year round, and these men some- 
times perish in snow-drifts or are snowed up for weeks 
together in the ‘‘casuchas” built along the road, where 
not unfrequently they die of cold or hunger. The pass 
is considered safe for muletcers and travellers from 
November 15th to April 15th. The muleteers are 
mostly Chilians. In 1882 Mr. John Goni, of Mendoza. 
crossed in a mail-cart to Chile, in 5 days: he reached 
the summit on the third day, and found the Chilian 
side much more difficult than the Argentine. 


Formerly the journey from Mendoza to the nearest 
Chilian town Santa Rosa, on mule-back, took 6 days, 
but now the opening of Clark's railway as far as Rio 
Blanco jas shortened it so much that Mr. H. Green 
of Buenos Aires recently made the journey to Val- 
paraiso in 4 days, viz: 
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Travel Ret Total 
B. Ayres to M 
Halt at Mendoza 
Rail to Ric 
Mule so Punta Vacas. 
Rest at Panta Vacas 
Mule to Juncal 
Rest at Juncal 
Male to Soldado, . 
Rest at Soldade 
Rail to Santa Rosa. 
Rest af Santa Rosa 
Rall to Valparaiso 


Mr. Green adds: “The journey is not very fatiguing; 


it is made by women and childten without serious m- 
convenience, It is monotonous during the 36 hours by 
rail in crossing the Pampas, but this includes two 
nights, and the sleeping arrangements of the Pacific 
Railway Co. leave very little to be desired. 

“After passing to the G. Western Railway at Villa 
} les the traveller misses the dining-room cars 
whieh are used by the Pacific Railway Co., and Tas 
to leave the train to get provisions, which is incon- 
venient 

“As regards the Andme portion of the journey, we 
found a good dinner and clean bed at Mr, MeGregor’s 
hotel at Punta Vacas. We breakfusted next day at 
Cuevas, and reached Juncal in time for dinner; here 
also were found excellent accommodation and we passed 
a comfortable night. On the following day we break- 
fasted at Salto del Soldado, and the same evening we 
dlined at Valparaiso. 

“The journey is most enjoyable; the mountain scenery 
grand, wild and rugged. “The mules are sure-footed, 
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fine animals, and the road followed is generally wide: 
ata few places it narrows down to a yard, but. there 
Is very little ris We met forty or fifty passenge:s 
dail Cattle are not sent by the passes used by 
travelle 

The overland journey from Buenos Ayres to Val- 
paraiso is a saving of 12 days, and of £20 for cach 
irst-class passenger, as compared with the sea-route 
aits of Magellan. 
oon as the railway be completed it will comprise 
6 sections. as follows :-— 




















Miles Incline 
Mendoza to Punta Vacas . 901 in 100 
Punta Vacas to Cumbre. 201 38 
Cumbre tunnel....... . 2 - _ 
Tunnel to Tambillos ..... By a 
Tambillos to Juncal . .... ee ee 
Juncal to Santa Rosa... . 330 1s 45 

152 


The line is working on the Argentine side from 
Mendoza to a point. 3 miles beyond Rio Blanco, a length 
of 73 miles, or 17 short of Punta Vacas; and on the 
Chilian side from Santa Rosa up to Salto del Soldado, 
a section of 20 miles. The portion not yet made is 
659 miles; of which 35 are on the Argentine, 24 on 
the Chilian side. The official table of stations and 
altitudes on the Argentine side is as follows: 

Miles from Feet over 






Mendoza ‘sea-level 

Compuerta 14 3,366 
Cachenta . 24 3,955 
40 45740 

58 5,680 

zo 6,530 

go 7,130 

Inca’s Bridge 99 8,695 


Cumbre....... 110 104530 
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A teavine Mendoza the lino passes at first through 
cultivated farms and meadows, but soon enters on a 
sterile region. It is a narrow-gange railway, only 40 
inches, and the speed of the trains averages miles, 
except in the steeper parts, where it is ten miles, an 
honr. Ascending the Paramillo range, an avant-garde 
of the Andes, it is usually very cold and windy, but 
there is a superb view of Mendoza: so clear is every- 
thing that you can count the houses, although more thin 
40 miles distant 

Uspallata (58 iniles) is the old post-house, which has 
given name to the pass: if is in a valley watered by 
the Mendoza river, which is fed by numerous streams 
from the Paramillo range, on the east, and the “grand 
massif” of the Andes, which rises hke a wall on the 
west. Free lots were offered by Government toe any 
persons who would settle in this valley, 80 years ago, 
and the climate is so mild that wheat and fraits grow 
easily, but no settlers have come exeept the hotel- 
keeper, who lives here all the year round. The objec- 
tion is the necessity to use snow-water, which prodnees 
goitre and dysentery, 

The railway goes 15 miles beyond Uspallata rising 
one thousand tect in the interval. From this point, 
which is the present terminus. the mules take three 
hours to go to Punta Vacas hotel, which is kept by a 
Scotchman, who treats travellers well. Here we pass 
the night. It was formerly the most dangerons part 
of the pass, three defiles converging, but a friar who 
was Governor ¢ ndoza, in 1860. made a fine bridge, 
which spans the ring torrent. It is not uncommon 
to see guanacos up to this point. Condors hover about 
ns, on the look-out for accidents, 

Punta Vacas (90 miles) is the beginning of the most 
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diffienlt part of the route, From here to Inca's Bridge, 
only 9 miles, there is an ascent of 1,560 feet, follow- 
ing the valley of Cuevas, where Bravo and his 6 com- 
panions were murdered by bandits in 1874. There is 
« vhain of “casuchas” or huts for the shelter of tra- 
vellers, the first of which is one mile from MeGregor’s 
hotel. These huts are uniform and at stated distances 
th dontain a single room 16 feet synare and 16 high, 
without window or chimney. In the centre is a heap 
of ashes, where traveller their food: the smoke 
is very trying, nt a whole party very often has to 
pass the night inside, and keep up a good fire 

Tuea’s Bridge (9! i is an arch of stratified 
shingle, cemented to; by deposits from the hot 
springs, the Cuevas river fe ina cascade below 
The bridge is 66 feet high. 120 wide and about 
thickness. It is best seen from below, with its gli 
ing stalactites. The hot springs bubble up from a 
Peeresine grotto: each feet diameter, the water 
being perfectly clear, with a slight taste of salt: the 
temperature never falls under 94 Fahr. Numbers of 
people come here every year trom Chile and elsewhere. 
as the water has wonderful efficacy for curing rheu- 
matism and blood diseases. It is proposed to build a 
hydropathic establishment, and keep it open from 
Noyember to May. 

The Cumbre tunnel will have its ope on the 
Argentine side 11 miles from Inea’s Bridge and 1,840 
feet higher: it will be two miles in length. Meantime 
the journey now made on mule-back is of course much 
jonger, ‘Thus from Uspallata to Juncal (sometimes 
called Guardia Vieja) will be only 61 miles by railway 
whereas on mule-back it is 92 miles 

Travellers often suffer from “puna” at this elevation, 
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the air being rarified. Capt. Wallace died of it im 
1866. By a zig path we ascend from the spot 
marked for mouth of the tunnel to the summit of the 
pass, a rise of 2.265 feet, the summit being 12,79) feet 
over 8 vel, and here the wind is often so violent 
that it is dangerous to cress until its fury is exhausted. 
There is a journe 33 miles from the tunn 

ing on the Argentine, to that on the Chilian. side. 
The descent on the latter side is steep, the incline heing 
Gig per cent (one in 28) from the tunnel-month to 
Tambillos, a distance of 5 miles. 

Tambillos (148 miles from Mendoza) is on a table- 
land in the Aconcagua valley: it is 10,000 feet over 
sea level, and the downward section from here to Juneal 
Guardia Vieja) is the most difficult part of the route. 
lose to the Incas’ Lake we pass the Portillo hut. The 
section is only two miles in length, the incline being 
20 per cent (one in five), and at the same time there 
are 5 difficult curves, varying from 530 to 1,100 yards 
adius. The mule-journey, from Punta Vacas to Jun 
is (0 miles and takes 12 hours, being the only fati- 
guing day's journey. 

Juoncal or Guardia Vieja (150 miles) is at an ele 
tion of 7,340. feet Me sea-level, and here Pepe 
keeps otel, which is often crowded. Hi 
pass the night. The house is open all the year rou 
and will soon be connected by railway with “the Chilian 
system. Via ita Rosa. It is considered the point from 
which the Chilian ascent of the Andes begins, as the 
Argentine does from Uspallata. 

Salto del Soldado (168 miles) is reached in 7 hours 
by mule from Juncal. Here halt of two hours is 
made for breakfast, after which we enter the Chilian 
section of the 'Transandine Railway, crossing the 
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Aconcagua river twice, and reaching Santa Rosa in 
two hours, This completes the journey of 183 miles 
from Mendoza, which the railway when completed will 
reduce to 153 miles From Santa Rosa travellers can 
proceed by rail to any part of Chile. 

Tn case the traveller be compelled to make the jonr- 
ney over the Andes in the closed season, between 
May land November 1, he should do so on toot 
faking some experienced Chilian couriers, who think 
nothing of carrying provisions, ote., 
af 100 Ibs. keeping pace with on unladen trave 
Biscuits, port-wine and ¢ leaves are indispensable, 
as also snow-pants, which are made of shee 
with the wool inside to protect from the frost-bite 
Instead of ordinary boots, which would barn the 
it is necessary to have shoes of ry 
clothing i recommended, as well as 
keep the traveller warm at night, and the dogs will 
moreover require snow-shoes 

Some travellers prefer the Portillo pass, which is 
touch shorter than the Uspallata, but its extreme height 
13.780 feet. renders it dangerous in case of snowstorms 
Contrary to all other passes, it is steeper on the Ar- 
Gentiné than on the Chilion side, and hence is best 
suited for persons coming from Chile. ‘This was the 
way ‘that Darwin came over from Chilo, in 3 da 
towards the end of March 1834. His diary is us 
fallaws:— 

“First day —Set ont from the valley of Maypu and 
crossed the lower range of Cordillera, called Peuquenes 
We camped for the night at an elevation close on 
11,000 feet, vegetation scanty; no fuel but the root 
ofa seribby plant, and the wind piercingly cold. 
Heavy snowfalls sometimes occur even in March, and 
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then it is dangerous to be caught between the two 
Cordilleras, the eave mentioned by Mr. Caldclengh otfer- 
ing the only shelter. In this valley rain never falls. 
“Second day.—'The potatoes, which were on the fire 
all night, re not cooked, although some hours in 
boiling water, since water boils here at a much lowe 
temperature than in the lowlands, Crossing a valle 
where cattle are bro: e in summer (hnt now 
all gone), we had a fine view of Tupungato, clothed 
with unbroken snow, The guide tells me he once saw 
smoke from one of its peaks, and I thought I could 
distinguish the form of a large crater. Now commenced 
a heavy and long climb similar to that up the Peu- 
quenes. Bold, conical hills of red granite rose on each 
hand, and in the valley there were several broad fields 
of perpetual snow. These frozen masses during the 
process of thawing had in some parts assumed the form 
of columns, so close together that our mules could 
hardly pass. Near the crest of the Portillo we were 
enveloped in a cloud of frozen spicula, which lasted all 
day, completely intercepting our view. The Portillo 
takes its name from a narrow cleft or doorway on the 
highest ridge, through which the road passes. From 
this point, on a clear day, may be seen the pampas. 
We descended to the upper limit of vegetation and 
found good quarters for the night under the shelter of 
fragments of rock. After dark the clouds cleared away, 
when the effect was magical, the great mountains bright 
with the full moon seeming to impend over us, It froze 
hard, but as there was no wind we slept comfortably. 
“Third day.—The descent is short and steep, the 
mountains rising more abruptly on the Argentine than 
on the western side. A white sea of clouds was 
extended beneath our feet, shutting out the view of the 
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level pampas. Abont noon, finding pastnre and fire- 
wood m the Arenales valley, we halted to stop the night 
at an elevation between 7,000 and 8,000 feet.” 

From Arenales the route descends by the Tunuyan 
valley to th lage of Totoral, from which there is a 
tolerably level highway of 40 miles to Mendoza 


XIL Buenos Ayres to San Nicolas. 


Distance 192 miles, time & hours, 


Besides the direct route over the Rosario rails already 


deseribed (Ronte 8) there is another inland by way of 
Luxan, which is 42 miles longer, taking 2 hours more, 


Mites 
Bataos Ayres to Luxan 4 
Luxan to Pergamino, . 102 
Pergamlno to San Nicolas 3 

The first section rims over the rails of the Western 
of Buenos Ayres (Route 6) to Luxan, where we take 
a branch line which rons in a N.W. course, and which 
is rented at £90,000 a year to the 
Company. This line cle fe 
in use by the Spaniards 
excellent, and the railw 
station, a stretch of 10 miles. The vicinity of Azcue- 
naga, 12 miles further, has many Irish estancias. 

San Antonio de Areco (74 miles from Buenos Ayres 
is an old town, dating from 1759, and hs inhabi- 
tants, It is 112 feet over si el, Here the line 
crosses the Areco river, which takes its name from the 
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first settler (1725). There is a rise of ian 60 feet 
ading to the naxt station, Duggan, after which 

there is a decline as we proceed towards the Arrecifes 
Most of the country belongs to Irish settlers. 

fes (114 miles) stands 20 feet higher than San 
Antonio and is likewise situated on a small river which 
«8 its way to the Parand. It is « thriving town. 

of 3,800 souls, with mills and shops. Some of the first 
Trish settlers he in 1860, were killed by Indians. 

. Stegman’s estancia is one he finest in the pro- 
vince. The district is essentially Trish. 

Pergamino (144 miles) is an important railway centre. 
There is a line running NNW. to Caiiada Gomez (80 
miles); ‘another SW. to Junin (55 miles), while the line 
to San Nicolas turns off at right angles, to the north- 
east. It is a flourishing town of 8,000 souls, with much 
local trade, and stands 220 feet over sea-level, an ascent 
of 88 feet from Arrecifes. 

From Pergamino the line runs 48 miles to the banks 
of the Parana; most of the intermediate country is ent 
up into grain-farms, sheop having of late years given 
place to tillage. The highest point on this line is at 
Pena, 8 miles from Pergamino, namely 250 feet over 
sea-level, and afterwards the railway has a constant 
decline to San Nicolas, which is only 60 feet over sea- 
level or ten feet over the Parana. 


XIII. Buenos Ayr to Cordoba. 


Distance 436 miles, time 18 hours. 


This is the same route as the last as far as Penga- 
mino, from which junction it proceeds NW. over the 
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same wide gauge, 5 ft. 614 inches, towards Cafiada 
Gomez. 

Peyrano (172 miles from Buenos Ayres) is a wayside 
station where we cross the frontier into the Province 
of Santa Fé. On both sides of the line sheep farms 
and tillage alternate, and at each of the stations we 
pass there are colonies of Italian and other settlers. 
The line steadily rises as we advance. 

Candelaria (214 miles) is a colony of 3,000 persons, 
founded in 1882 by Carlos Casado, of Rosario; with 
mills, schools, etc. It is sometimes called Casilda and 
has direct railway communication (35 miles) with Ro- 
sario, by a wide-gauge line. It stands 270 feet over 
sea-level, a rise of 50 feet from Peyrano. 

Caiiada Gomez (234 miles) is an important station on 
the Central Argentine main line, which is reached in 
10 hours from Buenos Ayres. From here the traveller 
proceeds 202 miles over the Central Argentine which is 
described hereafter. See Route 15. 

The traveller may also proceed by the Buenos Ayres 
and Rosario railway to the latter city direct. and the: 
take either the Central Argentine railway or go by 
the new narrow-gauge line, via San Francisco, the dis- 
tances by the latter way being thus: - 





Miles, Hours, 
Buenos Ayres to Rosarlo...... 190 ; 
Rosarlo to San Franclsco . 136 9 
San Franclsco to Cordoba. 130 ol 





Toray 456 23 


This route is therefore 20 miles longer and takes 5 
hours more than by way of Cafada Gomez. But the 
actual time spent in travelling will be only 17 hours 
if the traveller go by Central Argentine to Cordoba. 
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XIV. Rosario to Cordoba. 


Distance 246 miles, time 10 hours. 


This route is by the Central Argentine Railwa 
whis has comfortable carris with every convenience, 
Leaving Rosario the line passes through a beautiful 
zone of quintas and market-gardens to Fishertown 
called after the late manager), where there is a number 
of charming coutry-houses held by the employees of 
the railway. 

Avila (10 miles) is 110 feet over sea-level. being a 
rise of 8D feet from Rosario. It is surrounded hy 
grain farms, and here begin the lands of the Central 
Argentine Company, ceded by the State to Mr, Wheel- 
wrigth, in 1863. 

Roldan (16 miles) was first called Bernstadt in honor 
of the Swiss colonists introduced by Mr, Perkins for 
the Company in 1870. Good water is found at a depth 
of 10 feet, und the wheat-crop averages 10 bushels 
per acre, or one ton per cuadra. Six miles farther 
we pass the colony of San Geronimo, the railway 
having ascent as we proceed, 

OCarcaranha ) miles), on the river of same name, 
is the most successful of these settlements, with mills. 
shops and hotels. The colony covers 80 square mile 
aud the soil is good, but water cannot be got at le 
than 60 feet d 
iti. feet he colonists are 
fiver is crossed by a fine iron 
water being usually 100,000 eubie feet per minute: it 
js the same which is known in the Province of Cordoba 
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is the Rio Tercero, but is here called the Carcarana, 

wud falls into the Parant mw 5 0. 

Cafiada Gomez (45 miles) owes its importance to 
dvother colony, founded here in 1870. There are se 
Yeni! stear-mills and lange houses of business. Popu 
ition 2400, There is a rise of 100 fect in the rail- 
way from Carcartiia, The place was constantly raided 
by Tidians down to 1863, and at Major St. John's 
estancia were seen a trench and stoc kade inside which 
the villagers nsed to take re Messrs. Krell 
Greenwood and others have fine farms here. Caiada 
Gomez is a junction from which ron two branch lines, 
one south (234 miles) to Buenos Ayres, the other north 
(80 miles) to Sastre. 

The branch-line to Sastre passes the colony of Elisa, 
the famous estancia of Las Rosas belonging to Capt. 
Kemmis, and attains its highest point (360 feet over 
sea-level) at Cardos, near the great wheat-farms of 
Messrs. Dickenson and Brooke Fea. From this point 
is & run of 42 miles to Sastre, where this branch meets 
the new narrow-gauge line from Rosario to Cordoba. 

The main line proceeds from Canada Gomez to 
Armstrong, 4 stretch of 11 miles, skirting the estancia 
of an old Trish resident which covered 400,000 acres 
Here when the navvies were making the line they were 
sq harassed by Indians, in 1864, that they had to keep 
a locomotive with steam up, and on one occasion they 
had # very narrow escape, the Indians trying to lasso 
the locomotive, 

Tortugas (70 miles) is another colony, 244 feet over 
sea-level, the line having a decline of 145 feet from 
Armstrong hither, The land is good. and the settlers 
are Lombards, who came here in 1871. When the 
railway was first opened the Indians came and carried 
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off the station-master’s wife, bat the Company got a 
new station-master named O'Keefe, who was such a 
good rifle-shot that the Indians never came again. 
We cross the Tortugas river, which is the boundary 
betwe uta Fé and Cordoba, aud leave w region of 
slope and valley, interspersed with cottages and grain- 
farms, for the wild camps of the Cordoba plain, 
os (98 miles) is a wayside station, 385 feet over 
el, in a desolate country, where deer and ostriches 
seen. An extraordinary occurfence happened here 
in 1882: a man who was asleep on the rails, two miles 
hence, was caught np by the cow-catchor and brought 
into the station unhurt. This part of the line is some- 
times visited by locusts, thicker than a snowst the 
trainthen comes to a stop, the wheels being solubricated 
by the oil from the crushed locusts that they go round 
without progressing. 

Bellville (122 miles), better known as Frayle Muerto, 
is called after a Scotchman who settled here In L866. 
Another Scotchman named Hume (Melrose) introduced 
the first steam-plough, Other British settlers sank 
£50,000 here, but the colony fell to pieces, Indians 
stealing the cattle, and locusts eating the grain. Thy 
was a friar murdered here m 1819, whieh gave the 
place its name, but the authorities imposed # fine on 
anyone calling the place Frayle Muerto, and substituted 
the name of San Geronimo, Population 3,700, 

Villa Maria (156 miles) is a run of 90 minntes from 
Bellville. The country is monotonous until reaching 
the woods of Ballesteros, where there is a lonely way- 
side station, und a little further we pass a colony in 
the open. The forests re-appears as we approach Villa 
Maria, famous for stagnant pools and malaria, The 
cholera of 1868 swept off all the inhabitants, ineluding 
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the station-master and his family. Bad water was said 
to have produced blood-poisoning. Nevertheless Villa 
Maria is now a thriving town, although sometimes 
inundated by the Rio Tercero. A bridge over this 
river connects Villa Nueva with Villa Maria. This is 
a great railway centre, from which lines radiate thus :— 





Miles. 
Northward to Tucuman, via Cordoba....... 432 
Westward to Mendoza, via San Luls....... 382 
Southward to Buenos Aires, via Rufino. . 407° 


Eastward to Rosario.......... et Ag 


Villa Maria stands 670 feet over sea-level, the rail- 
way rising 240 feet in 34 miles from Bellville. It con- 
tinues ascending steadily till reaching the Ferreyra 
heights that overlook Cordoba. 

Chanares (175 miles) takes its name from thorny 
thickets of Chafar, and a few miles south is Yucat. 
with branch thither, where the Company has workshops 
for cutting wood for locomotives. Soon after leaving 
Chafiares we pass Laprade’s works for canalizing the 
Rio Tercero, and get a clear view of the sierras of 
Cordoba, with sharply defined summits. often capped 
with snow, distant 60 miles and rising to 7,600 feet 
over sea-level, 

Laguna Larga (210 miles) takes its name from a big 
lagoon, in a wild country, the inhabitants of which 
are reputed lawless. There are thickets of algarroba 
icarob tree), the fruit of which fattens cattle. Elevation 
1.020 feet. 

Rio Segundo (222 miles: has an iron bridge 1,300 
feet long, in 32 spans, on pillars 14 inches diameter, 
25 feet above high water. This place was for some 
time terminus of the line owing to the hostility of the 
people between here and Cordoba, who sometimes cut. 
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the rafters of culverts, sometimes tied trees across the 
rails, but the Company always ran pilot engines to pre 
vent accidents, There is a famous brewery here wh 
makes excellent beer and porter, Ria Segundo stands 
1,133 feet over sea-level, and from here there is a 
branch line of 31 miles up the mountains to Alta 
Gracia, a delightful place 1,820 feet over sea-level, 
which abounds in lovely scenery and was for two 
centuries a country-house of the Jesuit Fathers. The 
traveller will find an excellent hotel, mules and 'y 
conyeniencs, The benefit of the air to invalids is 
marvellous. 

The main line proveeds from Rio Seguudo to Ferreyra. 
which is the highest point on the line. 1,330 feet over 
sea-level; it commauds a grand panorama of the Sierras. 
As we advance we look down on the towers and bnild- 
ings of Cordoba, the line having a descent of 50 feet 
to the termiuus, The first view of Cordoba is never 
to be forgotten, the city being thrown inte relief b 
the groves and plantations on the western side, while 
the Sierras form a superb background. Cordoha is 
much older than Buenos Ayres, and was for 300 years 
the most learned city of the New World, until the 
expulsion of the Jesuits, when its glory departed for 
ever 


XV. Rosario to Cordoba, narrow-gauge. 
Distance 267 miles, time 15 hours. 
This line is 21 miles longer than the Central 


Argentine route. and takes hours more, It starts 
from Rosario in a NW. course, and trav a -stie- 
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cession of agricultural colonies which have sprung up 
in the last 20 years. Th is o decline in the first 
20 miles, Alberdi station being 20 feet lower than 
Rosario, but after Palacios the line again rises. 

Froilan (35 miles) is 167 feet over sea-levl, and from 
this int there is a steady rise. Weare in a region 
of wheatfarms. and pass the thriving settlement of San 
Genaro (61 miles from Rosario), which was founded in 
1880: a few miles south of this is th rmania colony, 
founded by Mr. Nordenholz in 1870, which has steam- 
mills and all improvements. 

Traill (100 miles) is 260 feet over sea-level, and 12 
miles further we reach Sastre, the junction at wh 
terminates a branch-line from the C 

Frontera (186 miles) is the central point where th 
provinces of Santa Fé and Cordoba mect, and is some- 
times called San Francisco. It is 384 feet over 
level, and from here the railway makes an angle and 
runs west. There is a decline of level for 40 miles 
after entering the province of Cordoba 

Tio (183 rniles), otherwise Sun Justo, is close to the 
Rio Segundo, Agriculture has disappeared, the country 
here beimg purely pastoral. It is a poor town, 420 feet 
over sea-level, and several wayside, stations are passed 
including Transito, where we cross the Rio Segundo. 

Cordoba (267 miles) has been already described 
There is a rise of 990 feet in the railway since leav- 
ing Tio, # stretch of 84 miles. The terminus is on 
the heights overlooking Cordoba, at an elevation of 
1,410 feet over sea-level. 
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XVI. Rosar to Tueuman. 


Distance $32 miles, thwe 28 hows, 


This is the prolongation of the Buenos Ayres and 
Rosario railway, on the same widegauge of 5 feet 
61% inches. It starts from Rosario and rans nearly 
due N. along the bluff of the Parand, with a slight 
ascent, passing through villas and farms of pleasant 
appearance. 

San Lorenzo (12 miles) stands on a “barranca” 40 
feet over the Parand, and is remarkable for a large 
Franciscan convent. Here General San Martin won a 
brilliant action against the Spaniards, and in the heat 
of combat his black servant saved his life at the east 
of lis own. From this point the line turns inland in 
a NW. course, with colonies and wheat-farms on each 
side, for a stretch of 50 miles, 

Trigoyen (62 miles) is a junction, from which a braneh- 
line, of the same wide gauge, runs 48 miles NNE. to 
the city of Santa Fé. Trigoyen stands 13) ay 
sea-level, aud from this point the brauch-line stead 
falls in level $2 feet till reaching Santa Fe Te tre 
verses some of the finest colonies. im the: republic, 
including those of Matilda, San Agustin and Santo 

mn 

The main line runs NW. from TInigoyen to Galvez, 
through 10 miles of the richest agricultural districts, 
the level rising 45 feet in the interval, 

Galvez (72 miles) is 180 feet over sea-level, and an 
Important railway centre, from which 8 lines radiate, 
viz 





ROSARIO ‘PO TUCUMAN 





NE. to Santa Fé city 50 miles. 
NW. to Morteros..... 117 yy 
NNW, to Tucuman... 460 


‘the first runs through the colonies of Orono, San 
Carlos, Gessler and Tonss, and from Gessler a branch 
Of 15 miles is thrown off to the port of Coronda. The 
wend lies through newer colonies, in territory that 
Was a few years ago held by Indians, crossing the 
frontier of Cordoba at Iturraspe, which is close to San 
Froncisoo, the junction of the Rosario and Cordoba 
tarow-gauge line: from this point it pushes on N, to 
Morteros, an old fort built by the Spaniards on the 
shore of Mar Chiquita to keep the Chaco Indians in 
check: here now meet the frontiers of the provinces of 
Sinta Fé, Cordoba and Santiago del Estero. Iturraspe 
#8 the highest point on this second line, 375 leet over 
sui-level, after which there is a steady decline, Morteros 
Ining 50 feet lower. 

At Galvez the train stops halfan-honr for break fast, 
iid from bere the main line runs N. to Pereyra, a 
stretch Of 4 miles; soon alter it crosses a line of rail- 
Wily from Santa Fé city to San Francisco on the frontier 
Of Cordoha. Then come the colonies of Aurelia and 
Riafaela, 

Rafael (128 miles) is another great railway centre 
fim which 1 lines radiate, to Sauta Fé city, Rosario, 
Ordoba, Tuenman and Suncho-Corral, Agriculture is 
fimthant in this quarter, and there are vast whent 
fields all the way to Lehmann. where Mr. Arthur Shaw 
inl others have lange properties 

Sinchales (150 imiles) is $15 feet over seu-level, a 
fee of 135 feet from Galvez. In 1 Mr. Demot 
Planted a colony around the old Spanish fort of 
Suuchates, for the purpose of growing tobacco, but the 
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colonists were all murdered six months later, except 18 
families, who escaped to Gratli, All this was wild 
Chaco desert down to 1880, but is now the centre of 
a thriving group of Italian and other colonics, 

The train stops 20 minutes at Sunchales, and then 
proceeds by various wayside stations to Monigotes, 
another old fort which had frequent encounters with 
Chaco Indians, 31 miles beyond Sunchales. This is a 
wild and thinly settled country. The station before 
reaching Monigotes is called Palacios, near which is 
one of Baron Hirsch’s new Jewish colonies. Wood- 
cutting establishments have been at work for some 
years in the vicinit 

»s (230 miles) is 25 foet lower than Sunchales, on 
the frontier line between the Provinces of Santa Fé 


and Santiago del Ester We are now in the swampy 
district that intervenes between the r Swludo and 


. Argentina, and contmuing a direct course 

. W. to Banda. his is a stretch of 210 miles through 
an uninterestin, , the le of which begins to 

aves: from here to Banda is 130 miles and 
1 ascent of 310 feet in that distance. 
(438 miles) is a suburb of Santiago del Estero, 
wladillo river, which here is 
called Dulce. Here the train stops half-an-hour to allow 
passengers fo tiugo to change into the braneh, 
4 miles long, w ommunicates with that ancient and 
decayed city of Spanish colonial epoch. Banda is 
620 feet over sea leve : 560 higher than Rosario. 

The line continues its course N.W. along the N. bank 
of the Du through a zone of maize plantations and 
fruit-gardens, irrigs from that riv After a run of 
37 miles from Banda we cross the frontier into Tucuman 
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provinces, at Gramillo, the line still ascending; for Gra- 
millo is $15 feet higher than Banda. 

Varions villages are passed, surrounded by tropical 
vegetation, and at length we reach the charming city of 
Tucnman, 532 miles from Rosario, and standing 1470 
feet over sea-lovel. The scenery on all sides is superb. 

The travellor may also zo from Rosario to Tacuman 

way of Cordoba, taki the Central Argentine 
railway to the last-named city, and the narrow-gauge 
northern ronte from there to Tenia this route 
the distante is 588 miles, and the time actually 
employed in travelling 30 hours; that is 56 miles and 
2 honrs longer than the direct route. 

Another railway is in construction to Tucuman, but 
this is narrow-gauge (40 inches) and at present goes no 
farther than Suncho-Corral, 420- miles from Rosario, 
When completed (including the wide-gange section from 
Rosario already described to Rafaela) the route will be 
as follows: 

Section ending at Miles. Klevation. 
Rafaela......-. . 330 feet 
San Cristobal. 

Suncho:Corral . 
Tuouman. 
Torat 


This line will run from Rafaela due N. 67 miles to 
the well-known estancia of San Cristobal, founded a few 
ears go by Messrs, Murri in the depths of the 
Gran Chaco at a point where the Salado and Ce lehaqu 
rivers meet, abreast of the Alexandra colony founded 
by Thompson Bonar & Co.. but 70 miles farther inland 
San Cristobal (195 miles from Rosario) is in a low- 
ing country near some lagoous which are at times 
flooded by the Salado. Some of the best colonies in 
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Santa Fé are situate between Rafaela and San Cristobal. 
The soil is fertile and timber abounds. The Santa Fé 
Land Co. has a vecy large property at San C 
and the estancia honse is surrounded with 
and all newest implements 
From San Cristobal the line goos off NW. till it 
crosses the Salado at Fort Tostado and entera the pro- 
vince of Santiago del Estero at Fort Inca. From this 
last place it runs along the N. bank of the Salado to 
Snucho-Corrul, the present terminns. This is a hamlet 
30 miles due E. of the city of Santiago del Ester 
The uncompleted section of 160 miles from here to 
Tuenuman offers some engineering difficultie: 
in crossing the different arms of the Jurament 
which name the Salado is known above Sancho, From 
this point the line will run NW. till crossing the fron- 
tier into the province of Tucuman 25 miles before 
reaching that city. via Quinteros. 


XVII. Rosario to Mendoza. 


Distance 538 miles, time 29 hours 


This route follows the Central Argentine as far as 
Villa Maria, at which junction the traveller takes the 
Andine railway to Villa Mercedes, and then the 
Argentine Great Western, the sections shewing thns: 


Scetiow ending at Rlueation 
Villa Marta. G70 feet. 
Villa Mereedes.... 1,690 
Mendoza ....-. 2393 * 
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Tho first section has baan already described in 
Houta 14. 

The Andine railway starts fom Villa Maria in a 
SW, course: it is the same wide gauge as the Centcal 
Angeutine, and crosses the Rio T ‘0 by a fine iron 
bridge, giving us a passing glimpse of Villa Nueva, 
Which town is so subject to inundations that many 
houses were washed away in Jannary 1892. Previously 
it suffered at intervals from Indians, who sacked it for 
the last time in 1870. On such occasions the women 
assuibled in the church, the men got on the rool 
with rifles, and the Indians plundered the town leisurely 
bevides often carrying off a number of women 

Sarstield (180 miles from Rosario) is called after the 
statesmin who ried mutters at Buenos Ayres from 1840 
till 1870, under various forms of governme: Thie: 

aud lagoons succeed one another, and this country offers 
much shooting, but the people are reputed lawlass. 

Cabrera (203 miles) is 990 feet over sea-level 

ing a rise of 320 feet in the intervening 47 miles from 
Villa Maria. It is a wild, diversified country, with woods 
of Algarroba. On the N. is the great estate of Pefias, 
founded by Barker and Kaulen in 1864 for Angora 
goats, and purchased by Messrs. Wylie and MeKenzie 
mm 1883, covering 400 sq. miles. Adjoining is the fine 
estancia of Messrs. Barnett and Winterbotham. On 
the S. side was the vast Fielden estate. 300 sq. miles, 
recently sold im lots. Plains stretch ont east and south 
in which deer and ostriches are found, The wind has 
such power on these plains that it is necessary ty make 
fast the trains at hight. [t happened once to a station- 
master that on looking for his train in the morning it 
was no | rin sight. During the construction the 
engineers often van ballast-trains under sail. 
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Rio Cuarto (235 miles) on the river of the same 
name is the only town on this Andine railway between 
the terminal points. It stands 1440 foet over sea- 
level, is well-built and contains 5,000 inhabitants. It 
was repeatedly sacked by Indians until the command 
of the frontier was given to the gallant Gen. Ivanoski, 
in 1872. It is the second town in the province of 
Cordoba, with pleasant outskirts. 

Sampacho (267 miles) is in a picturesque, rolling 
country, and is the highest point on the line, 1,695 
feet over sea-level. Borings for coal were made here, 
withont suceess, in 1874. There is a French colony 
which had to encounter great hardships at first, but 
is now doing well 

Chajan (286 miles) is a wayside station in a place 
known as the Etche ¥ grant, ceded by the Govern- 
ment of Cordoba in 1863, covering 6,500,000 acres for 
an English colony; but. the enterprise fell through. 

Villa Mercedes (316 miles) is the end of the second 
part of this route. Here we take the G. Western rail- 
way to Mendoza, already described in Route 9. 


XVIII. Cordoba to Tucuman, 


Distance 341 miles, time 20 hours, 


This is a narrow-gange line, 40 inches, the first made 
in the country and opened to traffic in 187 Leavy 
Cordoba the line ascends the Rio Primero table-land, 
and as we cross the Tablada we have a fine view of 
the Sierras, the city of Cordoba being below us in a 
hollow. After a run of 20 miles we pass General Paz, 
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@ hamlet where goats abound and the women sell hot 
chocolate, standing 1,750 feet over sea-level, a rise of 
460 feet since leaving Cordoba. The line continues to 
ascend, in a course parallel with the Sierras, due N. 

Jesus-Muria (32 intles) has an olevation of 1,780 feet 
and is the most interesting place on the route. Here 
the Jesuit establishment in the 18th century gave em- 
Uni aa to 3,000 persons. The mass hureh and 

erosbey remain, and in the vicinity is the Ita- 
lian colony of Caroya. After crossing the stream of 
Tosus-Marve nO more running water is met on this 
route for a stretch of 180 miles. 

Sarmiento 45 miles) is only remarkable as a contre 
for goat-farming, the inhabitants selling the skins 
advan! ly to French buyers. We have now got 
inte the region of the Sierras, arid and picturesque. 

Avell. (62 miles) stands 2.330 fi 
snd 6 miles further (at Kil. 110) we 
joint. where the water-sheds divide, at an el sv evation of 

77) feet. From here the line dese 
desert of Salinas. 

Dean Funes (76 miles) is a junction from which a 
fouieh rims off SW. to Cruz del Eje, the same narrow 
gauge of 40 inches. This branch traverses the moun- 
fainons country of Ischilin, rich in min fi 
‘faeth of 40 miles, passing midway the village of Santo 

, and meeting at Cruz del Eje another narrow 
ae ine from Cordoba to Rioja. The vicinity of 
Panes abounds in pigs and firewood: sles 
@m poor, bat noted for lon i) 
rsons over 100 rs 

Quiline (3 miles) is only i feet over sea-level 
mos @ fall of 990 fect from Dean Funes or 58 fect 
Par mile. Tike the last station it is famed for longe- 
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vity, and the people live by pigs and wood-cutting. 
Tt is a very wild, desolate spot, without water or 
vegetation. 

San José (109 miles) shews a further fall of 660 feet 
wnd marks the commencement of Salinas, the Sahara 
of the Argentine Republic, The railway traverses it 
for w length of 58 miles as far as Reereo, with at 
intermediate station at Totoralejos. It is a howling 
wilderness, where neither bird. beast, reptile nor insect 
cin find means of support. The plain is a vast surface 
with salty aspect, which shines so brilliantly in the 
sun as to fatigue the sight, No water is to be had 
for the whole distance, and the train has to 
8,000 tons or 700,000 gallons monthly, It was au act 
of madness to make a railway here, instead of follow- 
ing Wheelwright's route, by which this desert would 
have been avoided, although, of course, his route would 
have made the line 0 miles longer. Nearly midway 
between San José and Totoralejos is the lowest point 
of the line, 555 feet over soa-level, which shews a fall 
of feet from Quilino or 25 feet per mile. A few 
miles further than Totoralejos we leave the province 
of Cordoba and the line follows the frontier between 
Santiago del Estero and Catamarea, the former being 
on our right, the latter on our left. 

Recreo (167 miles) isa junction, from which a branch 

runs W. to Chumbicha and then north 

 Cutemarca, a length of 151 miles. 

stopped for the night at Recreo, 

cd hotel: the tram now stops 45 mi- 

om this station we leave the desert 

beliin P cape improving at every mile, 
Recreo is 720 fee sea-level, the line now aseend- 
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Fring (212 miles) is another junction, a branch line 
running off NE. to the « f Santiago del Estero, 
162 miles. An Abyssinian well, 165 foet deep. supplies 
the station with almndance of water. 1 works 
have been constructed, mostly for woodcutting, dense 
forests extending eastward. At Frias there is a bridge 
400 feet lung, over the Albigasta, a viver flowing from 
the Catamarca sido, 

San Pedro (260 miles) ix in regard of traffic the 4th 
station on the line. It is the point of meeting for the 
frontiers of Catamarca, Tucuman and Santiago del 
Estero, under the shadow of Sierra Aconqnija: tho 
country from Frias hither is thickly wooded. At an 

intermediate station, Lavalle, the lino reaches an ele 
vation of 1910 feet, but there is a fall of 660 feet 
from there to San Pedro in a run of 16 miles, say 41 
feet per mile. This decline continues till we reach the 
valley of Graneros. 

Lamadvid (281 miles) is on the N. 

(Franeros, which 17 spanned by a br 
rst station met in the 

We have now entered a land fowing with 
mills and honey; as Alberci E n whatever side 
the stranger enters this province he is aw of it 
before auyone tells hin. The sky, the atmosphere, the 
land. the plants, all are new and different from what 
he has seen and passed through”. Lamadrid is 
junetion. from which runs the North-West Argent 
railway, 88 smiles to Tocumnan, thus forming a loop 

Monteagudo (290) miles ay led Telfener after 
the Italian gentleman who m flourish 
ing town on the N. bank of the 3 which is 
crossed by a bridge 530 feet in 2 Ou! 
steam-mills, shops and a good hotel. It stands ¢ 
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XIX. Cordoba to Rioja. 


Distance 275 miles, tine 22 hours 


The toate comprises B sections, of which the first 
Weare done by a narrow-gange railway, tle third on 
mals, viz: 


Crux del Eje. 
Padquia .; . 
Rioja. 
ORAL. . 275 

The Cordoba North Western railway runs through a 
Sabor of hilly suburbs, with a steac 
Thiel is 1.800 feet over sea-level. the distance being 
Wonites. This place is charmingly sitnated, and is a 
fivorits resort im the summer months, with a good 
hotel, 

Sin Roqne (27 miles) is reached after crossing the 
Ri) Primero, and stands in a delightful. valley, with 
immerous country-houses. Three 1 further we pass 
Minti Maria, from which point there is a steep ascent 
to Cosquin, the line et in 6 miles, with 
five scenery aronnd. 

Cosqnin miles), at an elevation of ) feet, was 
ti tld Tndian village, but has become in recent years 
‘fihionable sanatorium, the dry mountain air having 
‘mest beneficial effect on consumptive patients. Ther 
‘two good hotels, and the surrou hills offer 
teantifil drives. It stands 1,000 fect higher than the 
stiurban heights of Cordoba, and has 900 inhabitants 
‘W) wayside stations are passed, Casa Grande and 
i¢rta Grande, the line still ascendin 
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San Jeronimo (58 miles) is the highest point of the 
line, 3,810 feet over sea-level, the ascent from Cosquin 
averaging 40 feet per mile, From here we begin to 
descend to the picturesque valley of Pnnilla, passing 
the villages of Dolores and Monte, where orchards and 
small farms abound. 

Ornz del (95 miles) ts 2,200 feet Tower than San 
Jeronimo, shewing a decline of 60 fret per 
has 900 inhabitants and is a mining centre: it is also 
the junction, from which a branch railway rans off to 
Dean Funes, 40 miles, and there meets the line from 
Cordoba to Tueuman, 

From Cruz del Eje the line goes dne east over the 
Soto swamps to the hamlet of Serreznela, at the foot 
of the third and most western range of the Sierras of 
Cordoba. This range has a length of 90 miles, its 
highe: st peak, Yerba Buena, rising to an elevation of 
5A50 feet. 

San Francisco (155 miles) is a hamlet that we meet 
after entering the province of Rioja. We are now in 
the Llanos, a wild and desolate tract, not flat as the 
name implies, but hilly and formerly much over-ran 
hy banditti. This is the lowest point on the line, 
only 840 feet over sea-level. 

miles) where the railway now termi- 
nates will be a junction. a branch ronning 40 miles N. 
to the city of itioja, while the main line will go N 
to Famatina, otherwise called Chilecito, a distance of 
80 miles. Both these lines will be arduous, the inter- 
vening country being mountainous. Thus from Padquia 
to Rinja the railway will have to ascend 1,350 feet in 
40 miles, while the to Famatina will have to reach 
an elevation of 3,540 feet, that is a rise of 3,110 feet 
in 80 miles. The first line will tra © a wilderness, 
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the second will pass the wine-growing district of 
Nonogasta and some small villages. At Padquia the 
traveller will find coaches or mules, and an hotel. 


XX. Cordoba to Calamarca. 





Distance 318 miles, time 20 hours. 


The route comprises 3 sections, all by narrow-gauge 





railway, viz:— 
Sertion ending at Miles. 
Recreo.. 167 
Chumbicha . 110 
Catamarca .. 4t 
Tora. 318 





The first section runs over the Great Northern rail- 
way from Cordoba, as described in Route 18. There 
is a good hotel at Recreo. 

From Recreo the railway runs in a SW. course 34 
miles to Guardia, near the foot of Sierra Ancaste, 
through dense forest all the way, passing the old post- 
house of Suncho and the estancia of San Miguel. It 
doubles the range of mountains at Horqueta, near the 
Sanchez estancia, which is the southern point of the 
Sierra, and then, making a sharp turn, goes NW. 
This place is 40 miles from Recreo. It is the only 
sharp cxfrve on the line. 

Telaritos (217 miles from Cordoba) adjoins the old 
post-house of Balde de Punta, and from here the line 
follows the western base of Ancaste, passing the hamlet 
of San Martin, and the farms of Santo Domingo, 
Pozolindo and Loma Blanca. 


138 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





San Ignacio (257 miles) is 1,010 feet over sea-level, 
and from here to Chumbicha the line continues to rise, 
as it passes the farms of Buena Vista, San Nicolas and 
Latitas. On the whole route from Recreo hither there 
is only one bridge, 88 feet long. 

Chumbicha (277 miles), at the foot of Sierra Ambato, 
stands 610 feet higher than Recreo. It is a village 
of some importance, an oasis where many good wells 
exist, water being very scarce in the country from here 
to Recreo or to Rioja. .It was the chief halting place 
for the various old coach-roads, which crossed here. 
Dense for of algarroba surround it, and brilliant 
humming-birds are numerous. A railway, 55 miles in 
length, is projected to Rioja, 40-inch gauge, at an 
estimated cost of £210,000 sterling. 

From Chumbicha to Capayan the railway continues, 
at a dead-level, to follow the eastern base of the 
Ambato or, as it is often called, the Nevado, from the 
fact that its peaks are at times snowcapped. 

Capayan (290 miles) a pretty village, head of one 
of the departments of Catama The le traverses 
& “salina”? where the Jume or soda-plant abounds ux 

wehing Villa Prima, another prosperous 
passing which we again enter a forest which ski 
Ambato. 

Miraflores (306 miles) stands 1710 feet over sea-level, 
on a slope which commands a fine panorama, Three 
rivers are cro: suces ly, the Miraflores, Coneta 

li, all which flow eastward from the Sierra 
Ambato woods. After passing 
the Ongoli h the heights which overlook the 
city of Catamares 

Catamarca (318 miles) offers a lovely picture, the 
cathedral towers being conspicuous. Right and left are 
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bold chains of mountains, The city stands on an 
incline of one in 75. All the route from Chumbicha 
to this city has plenty of wood and wate The inha- 
bitants of Catamarea are courteous 


XXI. Gordoba to Santiago del Estero. 


Distance 313 miles, time 20 hours. 


This route follows the G. Northern railway [rom 
Cordoba as far as Frias (212 miles) as in Route 18. 

The branch from Frias runs NE. through dense 
forésts, almost uninhabited and destitute of water. 
Abyssinian wells have been tried, but withont success. 
There is a stretch of 43 miles to Laprida, the line 
declining 570 feet in the last 25 miles 

Loreto (276 miles from Cordoba) is a fertile district, 
only 460 feet over sea-level, and often inundated by 
the Rio Dulee, to which it is indebted for wonderful 
wheat crops. It was a place of importance 200 years 
ago, being on the old Sunchales route from Buenos 
Ayres to Peri, and has 1,500 inhabitants 

Santiago del Estero (313 miles) is only 615 feet over 
sea-level, shewing a fall of 460 feet from Frias. It is 
approached throngh suburbs of t ng fertility, and 
is a very old city dating from 98, but in a semi- 
minons condition. It is also « station on the Rosario 
and Tucuman line. The men are indolent, the women 
industrions, 
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XXH. ‘Tucuman to Lamadrid. 


Distance 88 miles, time 6 hours. 


This is called the Argentine North-Western Railway, 
is of 40-inch gauge, and passes through the most 
populous and productive districts of Tnenman, having 
no fewer than 24 stations. 

Lules (11 miles) is a delightful place, once the seat 
of a great Jesuit farm: it is 1,860 feet over sea-level 
and has numerous sugar-plantations. 

Monteros (31 miles) is another centre of the sugar 
industry, the district being watered by many streams 
from the Sierra It stands 210 feet lower 
than Lules, and is on i the best towns in the pro- 
vince, havimg several saw-mills, four-mills and sngar- 
mills, with 4,000 inhabitants and a fine church. 

Concepcion (45 miles) is a beantifal village of 1200 
inhabitants, surrounded by plantations of sugar, tobaceo 
and. ric Methven’s sugar-factory is worth seeing. 
The railway ascends, Concepcion being 50 feet higher 
than Lules. It reaches at Agnilares (8 miles further) 
an elevation of 1,220 feet over sea-level, and then 

ly declines s terminus at Lamadrid. 

Rio Chico (55 miles) is one of the most picturesque 
spots in the world. The scenery from Coneepcion 
i forests, streams and waterfalls. 

co stands on the right bank of 
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meets the G. “Northern ‘Railway. It 
sei-lovel, on the Graneros river, and vanity incraw 
in importance: ste Route 18, 


XXTM. ‘Tucuman to Jujuy. 


Distance 220 miles, time 15 hours, 


This ix the prolongation of the G, Northern railway, 
and is of the same narrow-gauge. It is, with exception 
if the Transatdine, the most mountainous line in the 
republic, having an ascent of 2600 feet 


Leaying Tucuman the railway passes throngh 
orchards and farms, and begins to ascend wooded slopes 
mnder the shadow of lofty Sierras. There is a rise of 
550 fest in 9 mile: ating at the first station, 
Tati, which is 1,990 feet over sea-level and produces 
the best cheese in the republic 

Tapia (20 miles) is w charming village in the midst 
of woods and streams, elevation 2,260 . Many of 
the streams, however, run dry in summer. Trancas is 
surrounded by small farms, in a populons district, after 
which the country is dotted with clumps of timber, 
and ostriches are seen, 

Tala (57 miles) at an olevation of 2,670 feet, is on 
the S. bank of the Tala, a deep and rapid river which 
is the frontier between the provinces of Tucuman and 
Salta. Teis a well-built village of 500 souls, with 
shops and a good hotel. Crossing the Tala river we 
leave behind ux a populous, agricultural country, to 
enter the pastoral, thinly-settled territory of Salta. On 
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the right is a verdant chain of hills, on the left the 
blue peaks of the Sierras, before us a plain of olive- 
green color. At times we pass estancias with herds 
of large-boned cattle. 

Arenal miles) is a woody district, the trees being 
so thorny that horsemen wear leather aprons, ealled 
“guarda-montes”, Wild honey is abundant, and wasps 
often conceal their store several feet under ground. 
This station is 3,020 feet over sea-level, and from here 
the line descends 440 feet to the Rosario valley. 

Rosario de Ja Frontera (88 miles) is the best town 
on the route, being famous for its thermal springs, of 
the same temperature as Carlsbad, Tt has 1,000 inha- 
bitants, good shops and hotels. The springs are 4 in 
number, six miles east of the town: three are sulpha- 
rous, 170 Fahr.. the fourth is silicious and cold. The 
surrounding, mountain scenery is very fine. From here 
to Las Piedras, a stretch of 3 miles, the railway 
erosses w number of rivers which ron dry in summer. 

Metan (111 miles) is 2.820 feet over sea-level, a fine 
town of 1,600 inhabitants: it was formerly called San 
José, and stands at the foot of Cerros Colorados. A 
little further we enter an agricultural district, wearing 
& prosperous aspect, Forests of Cebil intervene before 
we come to the Piedras river: this wood is highly 
valuable for its bark, which contains 20 per cent of 
tannic acid. The natives recklessly destroy the trees, 
instead of judiciously stripping the bark 

Las Piedras (127 miles) is remarkable for the Pala- 
eios cotton-mill, put up by Mr. in 1866, 
worked by steam and water. The district 
suffers from ague. The women are scrupulonsly neat 
and industrious, the men boorish. Deer and goats 
abound. 
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Chilcas (142 miles) was for some years the terminus 
of this railway, owing to the falling-in of the Saladillo 
tunnel. It is 2,280 feet over sea-level, being a decline 
of 540 feet in 31 miles trom Metan: it is one of the 
lowest points on the line, which begins here to ascend 
towards Jujuy. 

Giiemes 1180 miles) is the junction from which an- 
other narrow-gauge railway runs off SW. to the 
of Salta. This branch line is 28 miles in length, pass- 
ing the villages of Camposanto and Mojotoro, and ris- 
ing 1,500 feet, say 54 feet per mile. Salta is capital 
of the province of that name, and stands 3,860 feet 
over sea-level; it is more than 300 years old. and has 
20,000 population. 

Perico (202 miles) is the first place we meet in the 
province of Jujuy. There are sugar-factories, and the 
woods abound in Cebil-bark, mentioned above. We 
pass also numerous estancias with rich pastures, stocked 
with cows, sheep and goats. Then come thickets of 
lovely lapacho and gorgeous ceibo. 

Jujuy (220 miles) stands'4,030 feet over sea-level, 
being the highest town in the republic. It is exactly 
300 years old, and has 5,000 inhabitants, many good 
shops and two hotels. It is 972 miles by rail from 
Buenos Ayres, and the actual time taken in travelling 
is 55 hours. 











XXIV. Jujuy to Oran. 





Distance 180 miles, time 6 days. 
This route is done on mules, and takes us almost to 
the extreme northern limit of the Republic, on the fron- 
tier of Bolivia. It abounds in fine scenery all the way. 
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First day— Route goes E. as we leave Jujuy, skirt- 
ing « chain of hills, till the road debouches on a plain 
CO with prickly shrubs, Before ns is a dense 
forest, in which d abound, We travel for some 
time under thick shade, as far as Pongos, where the 
road becomes a mere bridle-path through timber of 
low growth, the only trees of any height being palo- 
borracho, with swollen trunks. Cattle roam Ane 
these woods, where ‘habitations are few, onless near 
running streams. Stop for the night at Palos Blancos, 
centre of a sugar district, which produces 100 tons 
sugar and 300 barrels aguardiente yearly. Wood, 
water and pasture abound. Day's journey 36 miles, 

Second day.—Through dense woods of prickly mimosa; 
here and there stately cedars and lapachos, from which 
hang hundreds of bird’s-nests, bottle-shape, 

The chanar has a fruit egg-shaped, h 

flavour and colour, so astringent that it draws the 
muscles of the mouth so tight that one cannot speak. 
All frnits in these provinces are astringent, but good 
alike for men or beasts. .The zysiphus or mistollis 
like a bullet, the pata like a plum, the latter with 
flavour of almond: the bark of the mistol produces 
excellent soup, that of the pata a deep, coffee-coloured 
dye. We cross Rio Grande de San Pedro, with a 
broad, deep and stony bed, utterly impassable after 
rains. and then enter San Pedro village, which pro- 
duces a greater quantity of sugar than Palos Blancos, 
The Araoz mill has French machinery and Mataco 
Indians for workmen, Sandy road, lined with elumps 

f tarco, palo-borracho and thorny bush Cross Rio 

gro and reach village of same name, seat of sugar 
industry, surrounded by rich pastures. Mosqnitoes 
troublesome. Day's journey 27 miles. 
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Third day—Road and scenery same as yestorday; 
very few birds unless an odd pigeon or carancho, At 
noon we reach Rednecion, another sugar village, and 
then through groves of orange and palm, till we re- 
enter dense woods. The cicada has a whistlo 80 like 
that of a locomotive as to decei pail wi and 
yet it is a tiny creature. W 
tributary of the San Francisco, n impassable after 
rain, and on the N. lank the ¢ ot the country 
changes. No longer sandy soil, Int rich loam ¢ 
with grass, jungle and forest. Lowland swampy 
full of agne. sy dusk we reach Ledesma, town be- 
longing to Messrs. Ovejero, sugar-planters, whose mill 
easploys 100 Christians and 500 Indians, Honses with 
thatched roofs, no windows, surrounded by gardens of 
orange and banana, Day’s journey 27 miles. 

Fourth day—A short way from Ledesma we enter 
a forest which continues for 3 miles to the banks of 
the San Lorenzo, a steep with stony ted and 
little water, crossing which we are in another sugar 
district, where all the labour is done by Mataco Indians. 
There is also a large co! plantation, San Lorenzo, 
pecsnine, 4 superior kind of coffee similar to the famous 

fangas berry of Bolivia. The woods have beantiful fer 

and undergrowth, the soil being moist. About 12 miles 
from Ledesma. we cross the Sora, one of the 18 afflu- 
énts of the San Francisco, and then plunge into a 
dense tropical forest, where there is profound silence, 
im keeping with the sullime grandeur of the scene 
Rising like pillars to a heigl 200 feat around us 
4re gigantic quel racho, algarroba. timbd, lapacho, tarco. 
molle, ceibo, and cedar, without branch or bough, until 
the top, when they stretch out to form tlie roof, under 
which we are sheltered from a tropical sun, As we 
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proceed, the lianas hang like ropes from tree to tree; 
the hum of insect life is heard, then the screech of 
parrots and toucans, which gives place to the bed 
of the “ carpenter ” us the woodpecker is here cal Ned, 
The red-crested guan makes a noise like a saw. Wild 
bees ave very numerous as we approach Campo Colo- 
rado, and so are garapates, a kind of Mood-sucking 
wood-tick, peculiarly troublesome in snmmer. There 
ave foresters’ huts on the bank of the Colorado, water 
and pasture being plentiful. This is a good place to 
dine, and the guans make excellent soup. From here 
it is a ride of 5 hours to Las Piedras, a-thriving sugar 
hamlet, the property of a Salteo gentlemen; it stands on 
the N. bank of the river Las Piedras, an affinent of the 
San Francisco; the former is a broad, shallow stream, 
serving as boundary between Salta and Jujuy, the 
village of Las Piedras being in the territory of Oran, 
which belongs to Salta, Tn rainy seasons the Piedras 
is a foaming torrent one mile wide. The proprietor of 
the sugar-factory is very hospitable. Day's journey 
36 miles. 

Fifth day.—Route continues through dense woods, 
where deer abound. ‘Tigers are also known to be 
numerous, but go about only at night. Every now 
and then we get glimpses of the San Francisco, eastward. 
which has a broad, sandy bed. At sunset reach the 
Colorado, a very dangerous stream after rains, There 
is a ferry here, but the man in charge dislikes tra~ 
vellers, and someti refuses the use of his raft. The 
stream is remarkable for shifting quicksands and hidden 
rocks. ‘Tapirs are often seen on its banks. Camp for 
the night in woods on N. bank. Day's journey 37 
miles. 

Sixth day.—Forest till we arrive at the Santa Maria, 





SANTA FE TO CORDOBA 17 


a tributary of the Rio Bermejo, which is not so diffi- 
eult to cross as the preceding streams. Then we ar 
shortly enveloped in the densest woods imaginable: 
forest trees, groves of orange, undergrowth, lianas, and 
flowers revelling in tropical luxurianc After some 
miles we emerge upon open ground, which is bounded 
on the right by low, wooded hills, and on the left 
by the Zonta range, the central peak of which rises 
to a height of 15,000 feet. Before us are extensive 
orange-groves, beyond which Oran is seen on the edge 
of the b . The ronte is lined by little farms and 
gardens, for Oran is one vast orange-grove, ex 

7 million oranges yearly to Bolivis Day's 

18 thiles, 


XXY. Santa-Pé to Cordoba. 
Distance 210 miles, time 14 hours 


This route is by narrow-gauge rail and comprises 
two sections, Vi 
Section ending at Mite 
San Francisco... . Bo 
Cordoba... . 130 1,410 

The first section rans through a series of the finest 
agricnitural colonies, including Esperanza, Humboldt 
and Pilar. 

Esperanza (20 miles) was founded in 1856, and has 
6,000 inhabitants, and from here another narrow-gav 
line runs 8. to Galvez and Rosario. 

Humboldt (80 miles) founded in 1868, population 
2,000, is on the bank of the Salado; most of the set- 
tlers are Germans. A branch line runs fi miles N. to 
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Soledad, passing through the Colonies of Gritli, Pro- 
greso and Providencia, 

Pilar (40 miles) is 200 feet over sea-level, a rise of 
140 feet from Santa-Fé. From here another narrow- 
gauge line runs NW. towards Tucuman, the works at 
present terminating at Suncho-Corral (see Route 16 

From Pilar the line runs due W. to San Francisco, 
from which point the traveller takes the new narrow- 
gauge line which connects Rosario and Cordob, San 
Francisco stands 180 feet higher than Pilar. 

The journey from San Francisco to Cordoba is des- 
cribed in Route 16. 


XXVL Santa-Fé to Neconqnista, 


Distance 199 miles, time 14 hours. 


This is another narrow-gauge line, ranning NNE_ 
through the Gran Chaco. It traverses a low, wooded 
country, the elevation nowhere reaching 200 feet over 
sea-level or SO feet over the Parand. There are 24 
stations on the line, for the most part agricultural 
colonies of recent dat 

Cabal (38 miles) was founded in 1869 by a gentle 
man of that name, along with the adjacent colony of 
Emilia, chiefly the cultivation of tobacco and cut- 
ting of timber, the colonists being mostly Italians. 

San Justo (62 miles), also founded by Mr. Cabal in 
the same begun as a wood-cntting establishment, 
with a steam saw-mill. It is on a branch of the Sala- 
dillo. : 

Escalada (78 miles) is a new colony 40 miles west 

ssuit settlement of San Javier, close to 
fornia colony was founded in 1866, 





SANTA-FE TO GAROTO ~ 149 





Fives-Lille (110 miles) is called after the French 
Company that constructed this and some other narrow- 
gauge lines. It is abreast of the Alexandra colony and 
the port of Esquina, on the Parana, which latter is 
40 miles east, the intermediate country being swampy 

Calehaqui (127 miles) is the name of an old Indian 
tribe of Tucuman, and also of a considerable river, ten 
miles weatward, which falls into the Salado at San 
Cristobal. 

Caraguatay (162 miles) is midway between Lake 
Lore and the Parana, 20 miles from each, and takes 
its name from the fibre of the aloes, which serves for 
making ropes. 

Reconquista (199 miles), abreast of the port of Goy 
is on the S. bank of El Rey, and was founded | 
Obligado as military outpost in 1872. ‘The first co- 
lonists were woodentters, Italians and French, but now 
the settlement has steam-mills and all improvements, 
with a large area under tillage and 20,000 head of 
cattle. This is the present terminus of the line, but 
it is proposed to carry it along the west bank of the 
Parana passing the colonies of Ocampo and Florencia 
ta Resistencia, a colony in front of the city of 
Corrientes. 


XXVI. Santa Fé to Gaboto. 


Distance 71 miles, time 5 hours 
This is a narrow-gauge railway running sonth along 
the bank of the Parani, the intention being to make 
it a direct line to Rosario. It passes through Santo 
‘Tomé and Sauce, the first place met of any importance 
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being the port of Coronda (29 miles). This is a town 
of 2,000 souls, with good hotels, public buildings and 
steam-mills, 

Gaboto (71 miles), the present terminus of the line, 
takes its name from the discoverer of the River Parani, 
Sebastian Cabot, who built a fort here in 1 
his way up to Paraguay: it was the fiest Spanish fort 
svected in the River Plate. The place is still called 
Cabot’s Corner, the Carcaraia here falling into the 
Parana. 


XXVIIL Gonstitucion to Garlota. 
Distance 187 miles, time 12 hours. 


This is a wide-gauge railway. called -the Santa Fé 
and Cordoba Great Southern. It starts from a little 
port on the Parand, formerly known as Las Piedras, 
at the mouth of the Arroyo Medio, where the frontiers 
of Buenos Ayres und Santa Fé mee 

Santa Theresa (32 miles), elevation 210 feet, shews 
a rise of 130 feet since leaving Constitncion, It is « 
junction, a branch of the Central Argentine railway 
from Rosario to Peyrano crossing here: the distance 
to Rosario is 88 miles, to Peyrano 7 miles. The whole 
line from Constitucion te Melincué is under agriculture. 

Melincué (73 miles) is sometimes called San Urbano. 
It stands 300 feet over sea-level, on the edge of a salt 
lake, the water of which is supposed to be medicinal. 
The place suffered much from Indians down to 187 
two of the watch towers used in those days are stand- 
ing. The wells are unpleasantly brackish. There is 
a good hotel, kept by a Basque. There is a junction 





PARANA TO CONCEPCION 151 





here. Casado’s railway running N. to Candelaria and 
Rosario. 

Venado Tuerto (104 miles) is the centre of many 
English cattle-farms. Mr. Turner has a large store. 
The village is near the old fort of Loreto. The lands 
are better suited for cattle than sheep. 

Maggiolo (122 miles) is the point at which we cross 
the frontier of Cordoba, the line now running parallel 
with the Pacific railway, which is 40 miles south. It 
is 390 feet over sea-level. 

Ledesma (146 miles) is in the midst of the great 
plain that extends southward from the Rio Cuarto; it 
is equi-distant from Frayle Muerto on the north and 
Rufino on the Pacific line. Some wayside stations are 
passed in the vicinity of Lake Olmos. 

Carlota (187 miles) is on the S. bank of the Rio 
Cuarto, and is the junction where crosses the Rufino 
and Villa Maria railway (see Route 9). Carlota stands 
470 feet over sea-level, or 390 over the terminus at 
Constitucion, the line rising steadily all the way. 


XXIX. Parani to Concepcion. 





Distance 181 miles, time 10 hours. 





This is the main trunk railway of Entre Rios, with 
amedium gauge, 4 feet 10 inches. It crosses the 
Province from west to east, throwiug out 4 branches 
at different places. The line comprises 4 sections, 
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Soetion ending at Miles. Bievatlon, feet. 


ro 150 

ee 10 

Basabilbaso 16 180 
Concepcion. .... 2 65 


TOTAL... ist 


The line starts from Parand, capital of Entre Rios, 
runs in a SE. course to the end of the first section, 
aud then throws off a branch line of 82 miles to Vie 
toria, in a south-westerly direction. 

Nogoya (79 miles) is a “well-built: town, of 4,000 souls, 
with church, schools and good shops. From here the 
line takes a NE, course to Sold, and then goes due 
East. 

Tal 3 miles) is on the west bank of the Gualeguay 
river, and is a junction, from which a branch rons due 
S. to Gualeguay and Port Ruiz. This branch is 74 
miles long, and trave some of the finest estancias, 
Gualeguay is a flourishing town of 15,000 souls, with 
a brisk trade and many fine buildings. 

Basabilbaso (139 miles) is an important junction, from 
which two branches are thrown off, one N. to Villaguay, 
the other SE. to Gualegnaychh. That to Villagaa 
39 miles, the town in question being a place of 3,000 
souls, founded in 1865, and formerly called Santa Rosa. 
The branch to Gualeguaychi is 62 miles, and has a 
decline of 150 feet, passing through «a department that 
is frequently inundated, the town of Gualeguayeln 
being only 35 fect over sea-level, 

From Basabilbaso to Concepcion the. line goes B., 
srossing the estancia of the late General Urqniza, whose 
palace is passed midway on this section, north of the 
line. Formerly deer and ostriches abounded, but now 
the wheat-farmers are advancing on all sides. 
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Concepoion (181 miles) is the best town in the pro- 
vine, with 12,000 inhabitants. The church aad col 
anv fing structures. The place was founded in 1778. 
bit made little progress tll General Urquiza made it 
his seat of government in 1853, and greatly improved it, 


XX. Concordia to Gascros, 


Distance 99 miles, time 6 hours 


This is the same gange as the other railways of 
Entre Rios, and is called the East Argentine Railway 
There is one train daily each way, The carriages are 


lixurions, being fitted np like saloons on board a vessel 
aid protected with Indian sunshades; the line, mor 
iver, being ballasted with gravel, is free from the 
Plagne of dust, which nearly suffocates the traveller on 
Other lines, 

Leaving behind us the pleasant town of Concordia, 
Which is one of the best in Entre Rios, our course lies 
dit N., almost parallel with the Urnguay. The first 
Setion, 17 miles to Gualeguaycito, crosses some good 
Sinips, from which at intervals we have glimpses of 
the broad Tirnguay, and of Salto, on its opposite bank 
Groves of palin succeed, and here may be seen deer 
aud striches, which are very fond of the palm frnit 
Lifty ceibo woods and thickets of thorny trees alter- 
Me Gill we reach the arroyo Gualeguaycito, having 
thiseal which the train stops at the station of that 
date 

The second section; likewise 17 miles. terminates at 
Faderacion, the country undulating, but devoid of palms. 
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This is a thriving little port of 2,000 inhabitants, with 
a splendid view of the Upper Uruguay, but its progress 
is slow if we bear in mind that the East Argentine 
railway has boon already 17 years running to this 
place. Close to the town, on the N. side, is the castar- 
oi! farm of Mr. Budge, locomotive superintendent, who 
has 160 acres under this plant. In front of Federa- 
cion, on the EB, bank of the Uruguay, is the village 
of Constitucion, in the Republic of Uruguay, below 
the mouth of the Arup 
The third section passes the Estancia Philippi, be- 
longing to Messrs. Philips, and crosses the river Man- 
dis hy a bridge of 4 spans. On the N, bank is 
situated the prosperous, Libertad colony. consisting of 
500 Tyrolean families, each of which received a free 
farm-| Jot of 100 acres. ‘The section terminates at Cha- 
ry, 49 miles from Concordia, the station being en- 
ypassed with heaps of fhandubay posts; these are 
eut in the islands of the Uruguay and sent down to 
Bnenos Ayres, where they are used in fencing éstancias. 
Mocor GO miles) is the end of the fourth section. 
and here the tr halts 25 minutes for breakfast; a 
well-spread table is provided in the station restaurant, 
‘The Mocoreté river is the boundai 
om Entre Rios and Corrientes, and the wood: 
along its banks some distance inland are often ft 
quented by * matreros” or fugitives from jus’ 
plague of frontier districts. Ant-hills may be seen here, 
8 feet in height. There are sundry lagoons full of 
ducks. Messrs. Pla Latiol & Co, have a large saladero, 
the principal industry of the place, 
From Mocoreté to Naranjito is a strech of 16 miles, 
over a wooded country, in which there are numerous 
herds of cattle, Many of the inhabitants are wood- 
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tters, and at) Naranjito we again seo great piles of 
findabay posts. We cross several streams before reach 
ing Monte Caseros, the original terminus of the line, 
imiles from. Concordia. Here the Uruguay is fordable 
at some seasons, Santa Rosa being on the opposite 
bask, and this place was known as Paso de Higos 
ati] the present town was built; it is called Monte 
Caseros in commemoration of the battle (1852) which 
overthvew the Dictator Rosas. It has a good hotel 
mud 2,000 inhabitants. 

(eibo (99 miles), the actual terminus of the line, is 
fexched by a short section of 8 miles, which commands 
lowly views of the Upper Uruguay and the town of 
Santa Rosa. Tt stands at the mouth of a stream, also 
sillel Ceibo from the abundance of this wood on its 
tanks, and is the centre of an increasing fluvial trade, 
mest of which is carried on by means of the East 
Argentine Company's steamer Mensujero, as high as San 
Borja and Santo Tomé, in Misiones. The Company has 
4 seam-crane for loading and unlouding at Ceibo. 


Caseros to Corrientes. 


Distasce 235 miles, time 4 d 


Tits is called the North-East Argentine 
Hut is not yet completed. Tt comprises 8 sect 
With the first and third are in actual traff 
seoud i course of construction. The 2 is same 
am Entre Rios. The journey nm Caseros to Cor- 
Tientes at present takes 4 days, but will be done in 





Ww. 
Uruguay, in front of heed ets 


the Uraguay Republic and Brazil meet. It 


over sea-lovel, and from hers two railways 
struction, one NE, to Posadas, the other the 
Argentine line of which we treat. This line crosses 
a thinly-peopled country in a NW, direction to Curuzi- 


Cuatid, after which it rans due N. to Mercedes. 

Curuzi-Cnatisi (40 miles) signifies in Guarani a painted 
cross, in allusion to some souvenir of the Jesuits. It 
has 2,000 inhabitants, and stands 200 feet over sea- 

evel, 

Mercedes (88 miles) is a much better town, having 
5,000 population and a considerable trade, Tt stands 
in the centre of the province of Corrientes, 370 feet 

ol. Tiger-hunting may be had here. The 
at present goes no further, but travellers can 
parriage to proceed to Saladas, 86 miles, 

a journey*of two days. 

‘The intervening countey from Mercedes to Saladas 
is pastoral and thinly settled, the inhabitants suffer 

reatly from banditti. Travelling is attended with 

i ason, and the roads are often flooded 
aud the rivers impassable. It is necessary on this 
route to cross the Batel, Corrientes and Santa Lucia. 
wl rapid rivers in wet seasons. 
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Satadas (174 miles) is a handsome town of 4,000 
population, embowered in orange-groves. Here begins 
the third section of the railway. The train passes San 
Lorenzo on the way to Empedrado, crossing several 
streams. 

Empedrado (198 miles) is a port on the Parand, 
memorable for the naval battle of 1865, between the 
Brazilians and Paraguayans. It has 2,000 population. 

Corrientes (235 miles:, the capital of the province, is 
a port of some importance, with 20,000 inhatitants. 
The steamers from Buenos Ayres to Paraguay call 
here. The city has many fine buildings and is sur- 
rounded with orange-groves. It is over 300 years old, 
and is 832 miles by water from Buenos Ayres. 


XXXII. Buenos Ayres to Sandy Puint. 


Distance 1820 miles, time 10 days. 


Government steamers go at intervals to Patagones, 
Chubut, Santa Cruz, Gallegos and the Straits of Ma- 
gellan. 

On leaving the Boca the steamer holds a SE. course 
as far as Cape St. Anthony, doubling which she goes 
SW. towards Cape Corrientes. where a lighthouse has 
recently been erected. The course is then WSW. to 
Bahia Blanca, and on the 4th day the steamer usually 
passes the Bay of San Blas. the only safe and com- 
modious port. according to Admiral Kennedy R.N.. 
hetween Rio Janeyro and the Straits of Magellan. Deer 
Island stretches across the mouth of the bay for 10 
miles, forming a natural breakwater. The Argentine 
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Government has a coastguard station at San Blas, on 
the estancia of Mr. E. T. Mulhall. The largest ocean 
steamers can enter, Capt. Rivadavia having bnoyed a 
channel of 24 feet depth. 

Rio Negro (780 miles from Buenos Ayres) has a dan- 
gerous bar, which impedes the trade of Carmen de 
Patagones. The river is 300 yards wide at the mouth, 
and is navigable by steamer 430 miles to Fort Roca, 
at. foot of the Andes (see Route 33). After passing the 
Rio Negro the course lies SW., crossing the mouth of 
the great bay of San Matias, on the shore of which 
are the ruins of Fort San Antonio, built by the 
Spaniards in 1779, and abandoned for want of water. 
The only fresh water in this quarter is in hollows near 
the foot of the Valchita hills, We next pass Point 
Valdez, where another Spanish settlement existed, until 
put to the sword by the Indians, in the 18th century. 
Fresh water and pasture are found here. 

Chubut (1,000 miles) is a Welsh colohy, connected by 
railway with Port Madryn at New Bay. It was 
founded in 1865 on the Chubut river, 5 miles from the 
mouth, and at first comprised 180 settlers under the 
direction of Mr. Lewis Jones. They suffered great 
hardships for 12 but have since pa red, 
numbering at present 1,500 souls. Tn 1884 thei pro- 
perties summed up a value of £120,000 sterling or 
£100 per head, W is the chief product, and much 
of the ‘Ghul y is irrigated, the rainfall rarely 

Their vital statistics shew. 

. per thousand. Besides the 

atter the Argentine premier 

who aided in 1 founding the colony) there is another 
an, two miles higher up the valley, which 

s long and 6 wide, About 70 miles from the 
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mouth is the confluence where the Sengel falls into the 
Ohnbut, The latter rises in the 
course of 250 miles to the sea. The Sengel draws its 
waters from Lake Musters, 180 miles south. Th 
lake is 40 by 20 miles; its Indian namo was 

it is fed by % rivers from the Andes, 


Point Ninfas is a promontory on the north side of 
the month of the Chubut, below New Bay, and belongs 
to the Welsh colonists, having 
pastures. 


Malaspina (1,140 miles) is the northernmost landing- 
place in the great bay of St. ( . There is no 
fish water nearer than St. Geo! river, 80 miles 
8. Point Murphy, at the mouth of that ri would 


» Musters 


Andes and has a 


said 
hné; 


good water and 


te suitable for a colony: from here to La 
it & 60 miles due west. St. George's bay is 140 miles 
aerdss. to Cape Blanco, the southern point 


Port Desire (1,850 miles), at the mouth of a river 


ofthe same name is also suited for a colony. It was 
dissovered by Cavendish, the buccaneer, who called it 
alter the name of his ship. The Duke of York having 
st ont Sir John Narbrough in ) to se Pata- 
Rinia, that officer built « fort and described the country 
ie 25 miles around as similar to Newmarket Heath 
(apt. Bulkeley touched here in 1741 and found a fresh- 
Water well with the inscription “Capt. Stratton, 16 
fans, 1687". Commodore Byron was here in 1764 and 
b & prodigions number of seals, 8 feet lon 
fig lis men on hares and guanacoes: he measured some 

i 9 feet high. The Desire river rises in the 
Antes aid has a course of 300 miles, but the direct 
itince is only 240, The ruins of Fort Biedma are 
Tetaining.. 


feed- 
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Port San Julian (1,450 miles) is SW. from Port 
Desire, and was likewise much frequented by British 
navigatocs, Here Drake shot Capt. Doughty after 
dining with him and drinking his health, in 1578: he 
found Indians 74g feet high, who went on foot. The 
first mention of horses is by Bulkely in the 18th cen- 
tury. Anson’s fleet touched here for water and found 
none, which increased the mortality on board. Darwin 
was here 8 days in 1834, and could find no water. 
Capt. Moyano called here in 1880, on his overland route 
from Chubnt to Santa Craz, which took 59 days, 

Santa Crnz (1,520 miles) has come into much notice 
since 1896; numbers of sheepfarmers from the Falkland 
Islands and the Rio Negro having settled down near 
the mouth of the river and along the coast to Gallegos. 
‘Ten years ago this coast was a wilderness, with no 
sign of life but guanacoes. To-day there are farms, 
mostly of Englishmen, for the whole length of 240 
miles from Santa Cruz to Sandy Point, and a letter- 
earrier goes monthly, making the journey each way in 
10-days. Santa Cruz is an excellent port, much spoken 
of by Fitzroy and Darwin. 

Gallegos (1,640 miles) is a place well adapted for 
colonies or tillage. There is excellent pasturage north- 
wards 40 miles, as. far as Coy Inlet. The country 
southwards is of a diversified character, the distance 
to Possession Bay in the Straits of Magellan being 
50 miles, and to the Chilian colony of Sandy Point, 
120 miles. Undulating hills and grassy plains steeteh 
inland 100 miles, after which dense forests are met 
with westward. Mounds of lava occur at some places, 
in such fantastic shapes, as to appear columns of a 
city in rnins. The plain is 860 feet over sea-level: 
at intervals are extinct volcanoes which rise 800 or 
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1,000 feet. In the journal of Moreno’s explorations 
we find the following remarks:— 

“Between Gallegos and the banks of San Gregorio, 
where these peaks are found, they have risen more 
irregularly than in other parts of Patagonia, while 
the ice has left more decided marks. The road 
winds capriciously, now through low valleys watered 
by pools and rivulets, then through sterile tracts, and 
anon oyer elevations covered with grass, and here 
and there an erratic rock. At the confines of the 
table-land the face of the country changes, To the 
right the blue and white line of the snow-clad moun- 
tains stands out in relief from the dark and tem- 

western sky. To the left the summit of San 
vio: then the narrows of the Straits, like silver 


ribbons, and further off, of a faint rose colour, en- 
veloped in fog and lurid fires, characteristic of the 
pect imhabitants, lie the Fuegiau plains. In front, 

@ Straits, at the high peninsula Brunswick, the 


landscape is even more verdant and undulating than 
the Pampas of Buenos Ayres, with here and there 
mineral veins and small woods of the ‘Calafate’ (Ber- 
beris) which produces a delicious fruit; there are pools 
of fresh and salt water: in fact the whole has the 
aspect of an English park. The road winds southward 
jase to a low range of glacial hills on the west, and 
erossed by the Dinamarqua, a rapid stream bounding 
through aquatic plants, watering a large tract of 
fertile land covered with ‘humus,’ and finally falling 
mito the Straits. There are also numerous rivulets. 
The grass is so high about here that the traveller 
often falls into old wells, especially near the road, 
Amongst them is one os Queen Victoria’s well. 
“Cape Negro is a beautiful tract, on which there is 


u 
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a Chilian estancia, For 10 miles the coast is covered 
with erratic rocks and trunks of trees, the woods 
skirting it and making the scene delightful to the tra- 
veller's eye. Far Sonth the summits of Mounts Sar- 
miento and Darwin are seen, Sandy Point is 15 
miles from Cape Negro, across the stream Tres Pnentes, 
on whose banks there is a saw-mill; there is a fertile 
plain between the Tres Puentes and the Rio de Oro 
(Golden River), in whose sand grains of the precious 
metal are found.” 

Cape Virgin (1,700 miles) is the northern point of 
the entrance to Magellan's Straits, which are 20 miles 
across to Cape Holy Ghost, the latter being in Tierra 
del Fue From Cape Virgin to Stanley (Falkland 
Islands 380 miles die east: to Sandy Point 120 
miles south-west. Gold-ligging took place in 1887, no 
fewer than 450 merchants, brokers and others in 
Buenos res taking out patents or licences for claims: 
the fever was of short duration, one Frenchman hay- 
ing got about £6,000 worth of gold im two months, 
and other persons much smaller quantities, In. 1888 
the Cape Virgin gold-fields were abandoned and forgot- 
ten. All the country from Gallegos to Sandy Point 
has long been known to have gold, Capt. Smyly used 
to bring np gold to Buenos Ayres in the years 1861-68 

Is. The gold is mostly got in washings, and 
is evidently brought down by streams from the Andes, 
whore posits will ne day be found. 

Sandy Poi 320 mi uated on the east coast 
of Brunsw Peninsula, which is covered with vege- 
tation. It was established 60 years ago as a penal 
colony of Chile, to which country it still belongs. 

e the convicts mutinied, in 1853 and 1873, and 
massacred men, women and children during several 
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days, not leaving a single survivor. It is under sn 
more than half the year. Its only importance is as a 
port of call for steamers between Europe and the 
West Coast. There is a Swiss colony at Agua Fresca, 
sonth of Sandy Point, besides others at Deer River. 
Coal is fonnd underlying the thick woods which occur 
from Sandy Poimt to Otway Water, and steamers 
often use it to mix with better, At Sandy Point the 
traveller can take steamer to Chile, Europe or the 
Falkland Islands. The Argentine Government in 1884 
erected a lighthouse at a point of Staten Island 280 
miles SE. of Cape Virgin and 100 NE. of Cape Horn 
in 6444 S. Lat. and 6844 W. of Greenwich: the 
light is visible 14 miles. 


XXXL Vierra del Fuego 


This islind may be reached, by way of Sandy Point 
in 10 or 15 days from Buenos Ayres. Although the 
tame is properly applicable to the whole archipelago. 
which comprises some hundreds of islands, it is gene- 
rally understood as signifying the main island, which 
the Spaniards called Tierra del Fue hecause the 
natives made great fives. It has an area of 18,580 sy 
miles, OF 12,000,000 acres, being little more than half 
the size of Ireland and not quite the double of Sicily 
There are two important <ettlements belonging to 
Europeans, that of Mr. Julius Popper at Sebastian Bay 
on the E. coast, and that of Rev. Thomas Brydge sat 
Down East on the south. Both of . he 
Argentine side of the island; there ar pled) numerous 
tattle-farms belonging to Chilians on the western or 
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Chilian side. There are Argentine marine officials at. 
Ushuya, which is the seat of Government, and vessels 
constantly ply hence to Sandy Point. 

The first Argentine settlement was made at Ushuya 
in 1886. The first official report is that of Governor 
Cornero, in July 1890, who wrote as follow: 

“T landed at San Sebastian where there is a fine 
bay, and started overland to Cape Holy Ghost, cross- 
ing many picturesque valleys, and I soon gathered the 
conviction that Tierra del Fuego is very well suited 
for cattle-farming and sheep-farming. In certain parts 
the soil is fertile and invites the plough, 

*I subsequently travelled southward, crossing the Rio 
Carmen Sylva and reaching the banks of the Rio 
Grande, which is the largest river. I found the “camps” 
splendid, fertile, grassy and with superaburdance of 
fresh water, not to say anything of the picturesque 
scenery. 

“The Rio Grande flows into the Atlantic, and 
divides the territory into two sections; on one side 
er ered undulating plains, on the other a wooded 
belt of country 

“The winter here is temperate, and the climate 
healthy. The only part of the territory of little value 
is the mountainous stretch extending to Beagle Channel.” 

a concession from the Argentine 
20 sq. om or 200,000 acres, having 
ian Bay in 1889 for the purpose of 
ihes the island as follows:— 
te, and abounds in forests 
th East part contains vast grassy 
plains with oc low lands. Guanacos and Indians 
of magnit hrive on these plains. It is 
Patagonia on a small scale, destitute of trees. The 
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from the ocean, Further out large rocks, the 
remnants of what were at one time peaks. On 
one of these rocks I saw once 400 sea-lions. In many 
and bays, or clinging to the granite sides of 
the Cordillera, there are immense glaciers, while at the 
foot of the mountains are smiling wooded valleys. and 
immense cayes oceupied by millions of penguins, cor- 
tmorants, seals, and otters. Here it rains almost every 
day, there it hardly ever rains. In the south and 
i wooded section it is difficult to find ten square 
a ogal im the the north not a tree or a bush 
isturbs the imposing monotony of the immense plains.” 
Gold was fonnd by Mr. Popper and others in 1886 
at Sebastian Bay, since which time the settlers have 
tuurdered the natives without compunction, Mr. 
says:— “In 1886 an explorer landed at Sebas- 
tian Bay, and immediately began by seizing women and 
children. whom he conveyed bleeding and in chains 
to Ayres. In 1888 a steamer stopped in the 
Straits and took on board some wom 
i Ona family, for éx ‘om 
‘ina zoological garden. ‘rench party murdered 
defeneeless old men and outraged Indian women. The 
Ona Indian is noble and magnanimous, he neither 
smkes nor drinks, nor violates the laws of nature. 
‘We is infinitely better than many civilized fellow 
NEnographicaly, 
. ically, Tierra del Fue 
inte two regions; the Fuegian Archipelag 
‘by the Alucaltifes and Yakanas, living on fi 
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canoes: and Tierra del Fuego properly so called, On 
Sin (country of men), as the natives call it, occupied 
by the Onas, a race of superb men, strong, well built, 
recalling the Telmelche type, and with a countenance 
f energetic cast, like that of the North American 
Tndian. These men have strong intellects and oxpress 
the most elevated sentiments of humanity. They par- 
don their enemies, although they have no idea of reli- 
gion but a few vague superstitions. They are very 
clean, have strong family affection, and go into mourn- 
ing for their dead relatives. The Ona is acensed of 
being a thief: he is not so; he considers the animals 
of the plain as common property, and hunts to feed 
his wife and children.” 


An imposing chain of sierras runs from the Chilian 
frontier to Beagle Channel, some peaks rising to 2,300 


feet. These “sierras” are covered with forests of im- 


mense beech trees, 180 feet high, the trinks being 
often more than 3 feet in diameter. 

Mr. Popper goes on to say:— 

“Considerably over half a ton of gold has been 
extracted from the auriferous Fuegian beach. About a 
quarter of a ton was sent to Hamburg. The rest was 
rob'ed by the bandits who came over from Chile. 

“The coldest month is July, the hottest January. 
The frosts begin in June. and close in August. Snow 
falls rarely, and the camps are green all the year round. 
The south-west wind is the most constant, easters and 
south-easters being extremely rare. The climate is 
splendid. Sebastian Bay can have no rival as a sana- 

consumptive people. 

“The fauna of Tierra del Fuego does not contam 
much variet gus a fox, a dog. a mole, a bat 
and a rat mal its fauna, On the other hand, 
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there is the very richest variety of birds and marine 
animals. Whales, sea-lions and seals abound. There 
is any quantity and every quality of sea-weed, in which 
a lucrative business could be done. The fora of Tierra 
del Puego is varied and holds out great attractions for 
the botanist, Agriculture has so far been confined to 
the growth of yogetables for local consumption. I 
donbt whether wheat or any grain would give good 
results. The Fuegian magnolia—Dremys Winteri—is 
an excellent tree foll of tannic acid.” 

The best authority on Fuegian matters is Rey. Mr 
Brydges, who has resided on the island since 1866, 
often given shelter to ship-wrecked crews. He say 
“The chief island should be called Ona-land, after the 
Ona tribe. Its parts differ greatly in climate and vege- 
tation. The west, centre and south are exceedingly 
rainy, and as very little is seen of the sun, the whole 
land is in a@ state of saturation. Frost, owing to the 
tlonded sky, is seldom known; snow in winter falls 
frequently, but owing to the constant thaw does not 
accumtlate in the low lands. There is, perhaps, no- 
Where to be found a more tempestuous and wetter 
climate than that of the west and south-west coast of 
Tierra del Fuego. But in the eastern parts, over the 
Patagonian-like pampa of Ona-land, the climate is com- 
paratively dry and sunny; the soil is dry and warm. 
and even lizards are found there, a sure proof of a 
dry soil and a sunny climate. Western, southern and 
central Tierra del Fuego are very mountainous and 
densely wooded. save in parts open to = ocean 

, and very httle level land is to be found, and 
these are little flats, very saturated, and producing 
hothing fit to sustain either sheep or cattle. 

"On the other hand, the eastern part, is an open land 





THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





in which excellent pasture prevails. On its borders 
west and sonth the mountainous region is mot with, 
where the climate and productions begin to assimilate to 
those of the west. Many pleasant parts for settlements 
are to be found, especially on both sides of the Beagle 
extending as far west as Ponsonby Sound. 

ne rest. of the country, save for mining and wood- 
entting, is useless, The extensive forests contain five 
i s and a number of bushes. There are 

spec ch trees, one of which is an ever- 
green, the Winter's Bark, and o sort of cypress. 
Beeches are often to be met with 7 feet in diameter 
set in height 

paris the camps are exactly like 

ving also salt distviets with their 


“The Ona race that occupy the east are certainly a 
branch of the Tehuelche tribe, as their language proves. 
are a tall, powerful, active people, living by the 
. ‘They use bows and arrows for guanacos and 
ids, lances. seals and porpoises; they live also on 
shellfish and fish, and use the same vegetable foods as 
Yahgans. Their language, described by Captain Cook 
as the sounds a man makes in clearing his throat, is 
certainly very harsh and pronunciation difficult to 
acquire. The Ona are very few and rapidly, lessening: 
in numbers, owing to the havoc they make among the 
flocks, horses and cattle of the settlers, and the gold 
iners also » killed numbers of them. Unless the 
venes on their behalf they are doomed 
ys xtinction. The Ona have no canoes 
and are s , a hunting tribe. They have not 
acquired the habit of riding horses. 
“The ostrich is not found south of the Magell 
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| vessels. In this part the grass camps are of the 
quality. A great belt of mountain forest land 
ders this Ona prairie-land on the south, and on the 
west it reaches across to the waters of Magellan Strait, 
pe ied yee prairie district. is abundant in 
gtoase, ducks, wi m, swans, flamingos, ternterus and 
reh land By: none mountains form a deep belt of 
ranges, abounding in extensive glaciors and snow 
bit, while their lower slopes are covered with dense 
woods. The bottom lands are waste water-flats. Gua- 
nacos ted the high lands near the limits of the 
snow | in summer to rear their young, but towards 
winter are driven by the increasing snow and frost to 
geak food and shelter in the lower lands, and it is at 
this season they fall a prey to the lances of the Canoe 
fans of the south, These are called Yahgans and 
greatly among themselves in every physical point, 
% to stature, complexion, ete. The Yahgan language 
is soft and fluent, having a great wealth of sounds im 
ich vowels predominate. It is an intlected language 

id agelutinative. Tesulting in long words, but sh 
‘Words are plentiful enough. The language abounds in 

affixes. 
Alaculoof tribe in the west and central parts 
to the Chonos found south of Chiloe, Their 
abounds in the sound represented in Welsh 
* which is so difficult to utter by most people. 
{ f ure more vigorous than the Yahgans, 
‘fat not equal to the Ona. Like the Yahgans they 
“= canoes and their weapons are the same. 
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“The cast and south-east of Tierra del Fuego is 
auriferous, but gold mining is only fonnd to pay on 
the shores. Large quantities have been obtained dur- 
ing the last 5 years from Sloggett Bay. Lennox Island, 
New Island, the east and south of Navarin Island, 
Picton and New Island, and the shores east and north 
of Sloggett Bay. Also from Sebastian Bay down to 
Thetis Bay on the east coast. Bunt the future of the 
island depends more on its pasture than its gold, and 
its woods also are very important on account of their 
immense extent. It would appear that copper exists 
in the central parts, and slate may very likely prove 
a valuable source of industry. Fish also are plentiful, 
such as smelt, large mullets, rock cod, gaigis, syonna, 
and other kinds more commonly used by the natives. 

“The miners, now about 300, are chiefly Austrians 
from the Adriatic, an industrious set of men. Their 
life is full of hardship, since the winter demands good 
clothing and ample food to enable men to bear it, and 
not a few of the miners have lost their health and 
been sadly crippled with rheumatism. Many have 
met with great success, and after a few months re- 
turned with some thousand pounds in their pockets. 
The gold is only sought for on the shores exposed to 
the wash of the sea, which carries off the larger part 
of the clay, and continually sifting and washing the 
debris of the cliffs, the gold is found on the bed-rock 
or clay. This must be reached, howsoever deeply 
covered by shingle clay and sand, before the workers 
meet with the gold. The difficulties the miners meet 
are chiefly from the frequency of bad weather, which 
renders their work trying and travelling difficult. To 
reach the gold districts the miner must take passage 
by one of the many lines of steamers for Sandy Point 
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in the Magellan Strait, where he can find casual 
opportunities ly entters, schooners and Argentine 
steamers by which he can reach the gold works. 
These are likely to prove of interest for years to come, 
as the beaches containing gold are many and extensive.” 

Capt. Kennedy R.N. writing in 1888, says: 

“The distance from W. Falkland to Staten Island is 
200 miles. The Argentines have a light-house at St. 
John’s harbor, which is exposed to heavy seas from 
the north. The light consists of 7 Colza lamps, and is 
visible 14 miles. The garrison consists of 25 men, 
Swedes, Germans and Seotch, who have a fine life-boat 
and everything in capital order. Bunks are in readi- 
ness for the reception of shipwrecked mariners, who 
receive avery kindness. Two more lights are wanted, 
one at Middle Cape for Le Mair ts, the other at 
San Diego on Tierra del Fuego. Staten Island has 
peaks 3.000 feet high, the lower slopes covered with 
beech, the upper snow-clad. Most of the island is 
bogey. and grows abundance of delicious raspberries 
Wrens, finches and hummming-birds are found in great 
tamibers; there are also seals, penguins and kelp-geese, 
bat American whalers have nearly exterminated the 


seals. 
*Passing throngh Le Maire Straits we anchored off 
the S. coast of Tierra del Fuego, in Spaniard Harbor, 
where Allan Gardner and his w perished, in 1 
Menty of wood and water, with ferns, flowers and wild 
, We entered Beagle Channel at Picton Island; 
the shores are wooded, like in Devonshire. At Banner 
(ive we found an excellent harbor, but better still is 
that called Down East, where Mr. Brydges has his farm. 
{tis on the W. side of the harbor, in 55 S. Lat., and 
grows cabbage, turnips, potatoes, lettuce, fruits, flowers, 





172 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





ete.: the live-stock comprises cows, sheep, pigs eto. as 
on a farm in England. There are numerous 
pales around, living by fishing and the chase. Our 

, HMMS, Ruby, was surrounded with bark canoes 
pacer ae women and children, who had a serofulous 
appearance, arising from constantly eating mussels. 
They had fires in their canoes, on sods of 


eer conspicuous. "The mission occupies a promontory 
on the S, side. On the opposite side is the Argentine 
station, where Governor Paz resides with 40 men, the 
eapital of the Argentine portion of Tierra del Fuego. 


The frontier bisects the island from Cape Holy Ghost 
to a point on Beagle Channel some miles W. of Ushuya. 
There are 100 Fuegians living near the mission, whieh 
has a school of 40 orphans, and has done much good 
in saving crews and ng the natives, But either 
the mission or the Argentine station must be remoyed; 
the Governor impresses the Indians for military serviee, 
and the soldiers carry off the women. ‘The only way 
is to move the mission to Picton island, which is not 
in Argentine jurisdiction. Such has been the slaughter 
of India: Ak ars, and their deaths from measles, 
that at present there are hardly 2,000 in the whole 
Fuegian archipelago: settlers kill them without remorse. 
Guanacoes are indigenous, but there are no ostriches: 
bound. | the Church of England mission is 

g of the Falklands. The Roman 

Dawson Island, under a bishop. 

was founded by Mr, Brydges 

in 1867. Goats and cattle were introduced and farnm- 
lots of 4 acres given to each Indian family, Small_ 
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pox and other diseases have since carried off large 
timbers of the natives, and the mission is declining. 
The Yabgan tribe, which once numbered 3,000 souls 
i Tierra del Fuego, has now hardly 300. 

Not much is known of the Chilian side, on which 
thers are numerous cattle-farms. The oldest settler is 
Ton Cosme Spiro, who has been there since 1873. 


XXXIV. The Falkland Islands. 


There are two ways for hing these islands; 

First, by schooner from Montevideo, which leaves once 

, by one of ific steamers from 
Montevideo to Sandy Point, and thence by the colonial 
serviee, 

These islands, which lie 330 miles E.N.E. from 
Magellan's Straits, were discovered by Admiral Davis 
on August 12, 1592. They are 100 in number, many 
of which have no other occupants than penguins, which 
are so plentiful that the Governor of the Falklands is 
ealled the King of the Penguins. In 1594, the bue- 
caneer, Sir John Hawkins, tonched here on his way 
to sack Cognimbo, and called them the Maiden Islands. 
Strong visited them in 1689, giving them the name 
of his friend, Lord Falkland; but a French ship-captain 
from St. Malo, in 1710, changed the name to Iles 
Malouines. Subsequently, in 1764, Admiral Bougainville 
made a settlement and hoisted the French fla 
dispute arising about the title, he sold his r 
the King of Spain for £30,000, whereupon the 8 
attempted to make a colony here. The British ( 
ment sent an ultimatum to the Court of Madrid, 
tanding the immediate surrender of the islands, 
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which Spain promptly acceded, handing them over to 
Admiral Byron, and firing « salute to the British Hag, 
in recognition of ownership. 

Fort Egmont, on the bay of that mame, was built 
by Admiral Byron in 1765, and called after the First 
Lord of the Admiralty. The sailors drank King George's 
health in howls of punch, and the place was garrisoned 
during § years, in which time all kinds of cattle were 
introduced, multiplying exceedingly in a state of free 
dom, The islands were evacuated in 1774; but were 
visited from time to time by English and American 
whalers, remaining uninhabited till 1828, when the 
Buenos Ayres Governmene rented them or gave the use 
of them to Mr. Luis Vernet, who introduced more cattle 
and remained in undisturbed possession during 3 years. 
In 1831 Mr. Vernet, for some reason, perhaps custom- 
duties, seized two American whalers, the Harriet and 
Superior, which so irritated the U.S. Government that 
the corvette Leringlon reduced the settlement to ashes 
in December of that year. 

Great Britain definitively occupied the islands in 
1833, and laid ont a settlement at Stanley, as a port 
of refuge for whalers or for vessels damaged off Cape 
Horn. This is now the Governor's residence, the town 
having a population of 700 souls, including many ship- 
carpenters. A claim on behalf of the Argentine Re- 
public was made by Dr. Moreno, Argentine Minister 
at London, in 1841, to which Sir Woodbine Parish 
sent a reply, by order of the British Government, 
that the islands belonged to the colonial empire of 
England. The climate is healthy, similar to that of 
the Orkneys, but so windy that when Admiral Ramsey 
was there, in 1864, he had a sailor to keep his hat 
from being blown off his head. Moreover, the people of 
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Stuuley complain that vegetables are often blown out 
of the ground. There are no s, nor coal, but peat 
isso plentiful that Stanley is surrounded by bog, and 
is roads would be difficult, the volonists mostly use 
Wwhaleboats for means of traflic wand communication. 

The ishiuids were used only as a penal colony till 
185%, when Mr. Samuel Lafone, of Montevideo, and 
sme others, formed the Falkland Company, whose 
ohief settlement is still at Darwin Harbour, on the 
isthmus which connects Lafonin with the rest of East 
Falkland, and distant 70 miles from Stanley. Their 
sheep-farm extends along the shore of Choisen!l Sound 
by Mount Pleasant aud Port Fitzroy to within 15 miles 
of Stanley, and numbers 100,000 sheep of Cheviot 
breed crossed with Argentine Mermoes. The Company 
has also about 20,000 horned cattle, of which the tame 
“rodeos” do not nuambe: fourth, the rest being 
wild. Among the other farms on East Falkland sheep 
constitute the principal and almost exclusive industry, 
cattle ping found only on those of Packe, Bonner, 
and Pittal 

West Fal jand was first © 
#0 favourable tor sheey vattle that it was all 
taken up in two years by settlers, being now as thickly 
stocked as the older island. It may be said there is 
mo more land available on either of the islands, The 
dividmg channel, the-Carlisle Straits, varies from 6 to 
10 miles across. The northern districts in both islands 
are moutitamous. Mount Adam is 2315 feet over sea- 
level, and Mount Viale t , the latter being 
talled after an Italian passenger a il 1 steamer 
America (December 1871), who gave h ife-belt to 
sivé Madame Marco del Pont, and_perishe The 
gonsts are much indented, and contain numerous ex- 
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cellent harbours, the best of which are Port Egmont 
in the eastern, and Berkeley Sound in the western is- 
land; both are spacious, deep enough for the largest 
war vossels, and have good anchoring ground. 

The best soil for agriculture is along the base of 
the mountains, where there is black vegetable mould 
8 inches deep. Wheat and flax have been produced, 
Lut vegetables thrive better, especially potatoes and 
cabbages. Game is plentiful, and wild geese or ducks 
are easly tamed, There are many foxes, with thick 
heads and a coarse fur. Black whale are sometimes 
canght, as also seals, but pengnins are more profitable; 
they stand until the sailors knock them on the head, 
+9 of them snfficing to produce a gallon of oil, The 
average slaughter is 1,300,000, and the product 130,000 
wallons. The best fish is a kind betwen salmon and 
amullet, abundant in spring. Trees do not grow, but 
vegetation is very rapid. Snow disapears in a few 
hours. except on the mountains, and ice is rarely seen 
an inch thick. Fogs are frequent in spring and autuam, 
but they clear off at noon. The range of thermometer 
is between 26¢ and 500 Fal and from 40° 
to 75° in summer. The area of the islands is as 
follows: 

Square miles. Acres 
Fast Falkland..,... 3,000 1,920,000 
West ket 2,300 1,470,000 
South . 570 1,005,000 
taco 779,000 


Bozo §,165,000 
Ly sinhabited, probably because of 
its great distance, being 800 miles E.S.E. of Stanley. 
ome 0 s suited for sheep-farming as 
/ done. The British Government 
would doubtless let it to a respectable tenant, and 





YD ISLANDS 
certainly « farm of one million acres at a nominal 
tent ought to offer inducements to enterprising young 
wen. A capital of £10,000 would suffice for sheep, 
henses, provisions, ete, and a schooner, for a sottl 
met of 20 or 3) families. 

The government of the Falkland Islands is vested im 
a Governor (Mr. Thomas Kerr), aided by an Executive 
Cone! and a Logi Council, appointed by the 
frown, He bas an official residence, salary £1,000, 
fod & guard of marines There are also treasurer, 
police magistrate, surgeon, lector of customs, post- 
mister, surveyor, chaplain, harbour-master, and com- 
pander of marines. The total population in 1890 
suennted to 1,159 males and 731 females, in all 1,890 
pals, against 811 in 1871, an increase of 153 per cont, 
im 19 years. 

Wool is the chief product, and few climates seem 
fetter suited for sh : ss having such fatten- 
ing properties that a wether seldom ighs less than 
70 ths. dressed for market, often rising to 100 Ihs. 
Por some time scab was prevalent, but it has been so 
conipletely stamped out that many Hocks aver Ths. 
Wer fleece, as compared with 6 tbs. in Auatralia and 
4 ils. in Buenos Ayres. The wool is coarse, and sells 
10 to 11 pence per pound, heing much used at 
Bradford for combing. The clip averages two million 
Ths wool, valued at £80,000 sterling. ‘The increase of 
trade has heen as follow 

y 


Per fnholditaut 


teoports Exports. Torperia,. Sixpors 
£21,000 £22,000 31 
21,000 20,000 5 
27,000 37,000 
30,000 92,000 
66,000 107,000 





178 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





The balance of trade is unsatisfactory and unhealthy, 
but if population increases the imports aré likely to 
improve. Public expenditure £8,000; revenue £9,000. 

An English traveller wrote in L891 as follows 

“Port Stanley agrevably impresses the traveller. 
There are 1,900 people on the islands; and 676,000 
sheep, and the exports last year amounted to £102,400 
for wool alone.” 

English money is used, ‘There are two schools, 
attended by 204 children. Latest statistics give 8,200 
cows, 600,000 sheep, 2,100 horses; pastoral area 2,325,000 
acres, The first cargo of frozen mutton, 30,000 car- 
cases, was exported to England in 1886; none in 1890. 
There are 1302 Protestants and 251 Roman Catholics, 
who have their respective chapels, an Trish priest from 
Buenos Ayres visiting Stanley. 


x " nia Graz River. 


The Santa Cruz settlement (1520 miles from Buenos 
Ayres) is reached hy steamer in 8 days. Numerous 
English and other sheepfarmers have settled in the 
vicinity since 1886, The traveller can hire horses to 
ascend the river, visit the 4 lakes described by Moreno, 
ind descend by the Rio Chico, otherwise called Shehuen. 
The distance from the Argentine settlement of Fort 
Pavon to Lake Argentino, is 160 miles due W., which 
can be accomplished in three or four days; then the 
lake district extends 100 miles N. as far as Fitzroy 
volcano, and the return journey by the Shehuen valley 
from Lake San Martin to Fort Payon is 190 miles, 
making in al . No steamers have yet been 
put on the river, although the Santa Cruz is navigable 
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for vowels of 10 feet draught up to Lake Argentino. 
Game and fish are xo abundant that there is not much 
tek of coming short of food. and the Indians are 
tmally faendly; the traveller had better procure horses 
and guide from the Cacique of the Shehuen va! 
An india-rabber boat can be carried on a spare hor 
for exoursions on the lakes; but it is not advisable, 
itil steamers be introduced, that the traveller should 
4 more than visit Lake Argentino and Mount Frias, 
and teturn by the Santa Cruz to Fort Payon, an expe- 
dition of 10 days with good horses. 
Entering the Santa Cruz river at 50:10° S, lat. we 
i Point on the N. and Mount Entrance on 
the S., the highest object being Mount Léon, 25 miles 
wnthward, close to the coast. Our course is N.W. till 
We reach, 5 miles from the sea, the island of Leones, 
Where Mr. Rouqueaud established « soap factory, 
i was destroyed by 
ot above the river- 
level, steps being cnt in the cliff! On the mainland, 
tank, is a remarkable cave, which is entered by a 
x, opening into a circular hall, 15 
et diameter. At Beagle bluff, 5 
& Leones Island, we come to the confluence 
from the N., the waters 
here expands to much 


Payon, on the S. bank of the Santa Cruz, is 

10 miles above the confluence or 20 from the 
i, and here there is an Argentine naval station, with 
i stockaded “enceinte’ and artillery. The Shehnen 
Thlims trade here with skins, and many of them 
Tetiemiber Captain Musters, who travelled with them 
80 yars ago. 





180 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





Rincon de Machos (6 miles above Payon) is a famous 
puss on the S. bank for guanacoes, which are seen in 

undreds. The river is here 300 yards wide, and on 
the opposite bank rises Guanaco Hill, 300 feet high: 
the table-lands on both sides are bleak and barren, but 
the river has a majestic appearance where unbroken 
by islands. There is an excellent species of trout, 
weighing 2 lbs. or more, canght especially at Amenkelk, 

15 miles from Payon, at the mouth of a grassy open- 

ing on the S. bank, and here also the incense-tree 
grows thickly. 

Chickerook (20 miles from Pavon), on the S. bank, 
is the Indian pass mentioned by Fitzroy, but not for- 
dable, the depth of water exceeding 20 feet; the river 
is 200 yards across with a enrrent of 6 miles an hour, 
but the Indians chose this for a pass as the banks are 
not very steep: they cross by swimming their horses 
and towing a raft made of tent-poles and hides. Foxes 
are here very plentiful, and pumas a little higher ap, 
these animals ig in wait in the bushes for their 
prey. chiefly guanac: eS. 

Swamp Bend (10 miles above Chickerook), is on the 
S. bank, abreast of Swim Bluff, and here Moreno found 
stone knives, in 1878. We now enter a region of 
basalt, where the river has cut its way through » 
basalt layer 120 feet thick, the bluffs rising to a height 
of 750 feet. There are rapids at the place marked by 
Fitzroy as altic Glen. Pnmas, ostriches, and a grey 
species of wild cat frequent here. 

Mount Stepout (70 miles from Payvon) is on the N, 
junk, at a great bend, the river here being 400 yards 
wide, and the mi m having 24 feet depth. Green 
meadows form an oasis at the foot of Cerros de Fe- 
brero. About 30 miles higher fhe river has another 
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at Condor Cliff, N. bank, opposite to which 
eines ‘ound called Yaten. 
(100 miles from Pavyon) are 3 hills on 
the NX. bank, the highest of which is 1,150 feet over 
el, From here we get the first view of the 
Aslis, whose blue peaks are always capped with snow. 
‘The most prominent is Fitzroy’s Castle Hill, 4,600 feet, 
Which is 85 miles W.N.W. On the N. bank are green 
fastures, but on the S, the bluff closes in upon ns. 
Fitzroy’s Rapids (130 miles from Pavon) marks the 
spot to which that explorer and Mr. Darwin arrived 
it 1888, They had 4 boats, the towing of which was 
% tedious that it took them 16 days to reach this 
they made the descent in 5 days. 
visions forced them to turn back when 
Within 80 miles of the lakes. The river is here 250 
eg wide, and fringed with Calafate bushes, which 
& wholesome fruit and are full of red-breasted 
in the fruit season. 
aut ntino (160 miles above Pavon) was disco- 
Yond in 1878 by Captain Lawrence and Lieu 
, of the Argentine Navy, who suppos 
Biedma. Whas an area of abont 800 square 
greatest length from E. to W. being over 
Point Feilberg, where the Santa Cruz issues 
5 lake, is 30 miles B.S.B. of Castle Hill, and 
ie NE. of Mount Stokes. The shores are 
find treeless, except the southern from Point 
iilichn to Mount Avellaneda, which has dense woods. 
depth of this lake is unknown, Moreno failing to 
hotiom at soundings of 120 feet. Its level is 412 
sabove the sea, and the temperature of the water 
simmer 60 degrees Fabr. When the islands 
they make a noise like thunder, which the Indians 


Bad 


Ecrevg? rae} 
eens 
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ascribe to evil spirits, the souls of deceased physicians 
or necromancers. At Point Walichn Moreno found a 
eavern, with inscriptions, and inside was a mummy in 
ostrich skins. 

Car-Aiken (170 miles from Pavon) is an Indian 
camping-ground, at the mouth of the Leona river, where 
it falls into Lake Argentino on the N.E. point. Follow- 
ing up this river 30 miles, between basalt cliffs, its 
width averaging 200 yards, we come upon the it 
of the 4 Inkes, which is doubtless that visited by Biedma 
in the last century, and still bearing his name, being 
marked on all maps. 

Lake Biodma (200 miles from Pavon) is a magnificent 
sheet of water extunding to the foot of the Andes. 
Its greatest length from S.E. to N.W, is 50 miles, and 
its area is certainly over 400 square miles. On @ clear 
day 40 peaks of the Andes may be counted, and snow 
falls on them at times, even in summer. Moreno found 
petrified tronks of trees a few miles KE. of Lake Biedma, 

Lake San Martin (260 miles from Pavon) is at the 
foot of Fitzroy voleano, which emits masses of smoke, 
and sometimes at night lights up the scene im an 
imposing manner. The Indians call it Chalten. This 
lake is hardly 100 square miles, but leads into another 
behind Mount Lavalle, and this latter is double the 
size of Lake San Martin. Samples of coal fonnd here 
by Moreno are said to be of better quality than that 
of Sandy Point. 

The Shehuen valley is in some places covered with 
pasturage, for which reason it is a favourite abode of 
the Indians who trade at Pavon. The Rio Chico, or 
Shehuen, runs almost parallel with the Santa Crnz. 
about 70 miles N. of the latte It has never been 
navigated, but is evidently shallow, Moreno finding only 
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4 feet of water at Cayick, 70 miles above Beagle Bluff. 
He tientions a hot spring at Curpen, 10 miles E, of 
Cayick, only 6 inches deep and 8 inches diameter, the 
Water having 10 per cent. carbonate of soda and a 
temperature of 90° Fahr, Another spring near this 
ted 58 per cont. carbonate of soda, 

The territory comprised between the Santa Cruz and 
the Shehnen is abont 150 by 70 miles of a perfectly 
fil waste, successive ranges of table-lands rising gra- 
dually westward to 3,000 feet. The ordinary route is 
from Guanaco Hill, in front of Pavon, to the pass of 
(ayick, above mentioned, which is about 80 miles. 
The traveller should not leave Pavon unless the 
Comandante recommends one of the caciqnes as trust- 
Worthy, and even then he must be aware that the 
expedition is not free from danger. 

territory of Santa Cruz has an area of 80,000 
%, miles, comprising all the southern part of the Re- 
public, from the Bay of St. orge, 42 S. Lat. to the 
Straits of Magellan, and comprising 4 departments, 
ith of which extends from the Atlantic to the Ande 
tanisly Déseado, San Julian, Santa Craz and Gallegos, 
lo is a howling wilderness, except along the 
Peter ot the Cordillera. It has no settlement or in- 
fahitants., San Julian is little better, the only settlers 
Awing Messrs. Munroe, Hope and McKay, who have 
$000 sheep. 

Sinta Croz has a village of 50 inhabitants near the 
mioith of the river, and a number of farms, belonging 
% Garcia, Manzano, McLean, G 
Yatesma, Diifour etc. who possess 
sles ind 950 horses. Wild geese and ducks a 

fidilegos is the smallest of the 4 departments, but 
thé most valuable, and is watered by the Gallegos and 
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Coy rivers. The village which gives mame to the 
department has 70 souls, and another at Cape Virgin 
80 souls. Gold has been found here repeatedly for 
many years back. There are 24 large sheep-farms, 
mostly belonging to immigrants from the Falkland 
Islands; Messrs. Wood, Everett, Greench, Montes, 
Felton, Halliday, Jardine, Clark, Guillaume, Patterson, 
MeCrack, Woonan, Basknet, Hamilton, Paris, Rich, 
Reymond, Urline, Jameson, Road, Reed ete. have a 
chain of farms along the coast. 

The live-stock of the whole territory sums up thus:— 








Sheep. Monew, 

Gallegos.......... 116,000 §,900 2,600 

Santa Cruz..,.,.. £8,500 3,200 1,000 

San Julian. . . 8,000 _ 100 
TOTAL... 142,500 9,F0O 





The total population consists of 500 whites Gnostly 
Karopeans) and 300 Indiv 

In 1890 coal was discovered of a good quality, 
similar to that of Neuquen. The upper banks of the 
Gallegos river are covered with oak forests The Go- 
vernment is surveying 4,000 sq. miles of land south of 
Coy Inlet. All this Gallegos department is being 
rapidly taken np, and more than million bricks have 
been burnt, for building, 





XXXVI. The Chubul Colony. 





For some time this colony was connected with Bue- 
nos Ayres by the steamer Chasely, which commenced 
running monthly in January 1889, making the trip 
either way in four days. At present the voyage is 
usually one of 8 days. 


EE 
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The first band of settlers, counting 182 souls, all 
Welsh, under the command of Mr. Lewis Jones, arrived 
per brig Mimosa, July 28th 1865, and landed at New 
Bay on. the spot now called Port Madryn, 40 miles 
distant from any fresh water. A second batch arrived 
shortly after, bringing up the number to 152. They 
suffered extreme hardships for some years, and would 
have perished but for the friendly Tehuelche Indians, 
who brought them food. In 1867 they were on the 
point of abandoning the colony, when the Argentine 
premier, Dr. Rawson, sent them supplies to the value 
of £2,000 stg. Subsequently fresh numbers arrived 
from Wales. The population at various dates has been 
as follows :— 


1870 96 
1883 1,286 
1888 2,184 


In 1872 the colonists had only 30 houses, 200 cows 
and 100 horses. The census of 1888 shewed as 







follows: 
No. Value $ £ sterling. 

Houses. 460 324,000 = 43,000 
Ploughs 525 135,000- 18,000 
Wagons 221 58,000 7,500 
Miles of 250 80,000 10,500 
9,620 100,000 13,000 

17,200 35,000 4,500 

3,010 195,000 12,000 

Pigs and poultry. = 22,000 2,800 
Crops, hides, etc...... - 443,000 57,500 
Railway (47 miles)... — 1,200,000 160,c00 
TOTAL ....0. 2,492,000 = 328,800 


The improv. ed fortunes of the colony date from 1877, 
but the crops were uncertain until the construction of 
canals for irrigation: these were completed in February 
1889, thus: — 
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Miles. Cost $ 
Upper valley... 0.5.6 as 89,000 
Lower + suredae 60 
Branches os. -s2 eas > 130 ha a! 
235 271,000 





This outlay of nearly £40,000 sterling was entirely 
defrayed by the colonists. 

Chubut territory has an area of 80,000 sq. miles but 
the valley of that name is only 48 miles long by 5 in 
width, extending from the mouth of Chubut river in « 
southerly direction to 78 W. Lat., where it is closed 
in by groups of high rocks. The ordinary current of 
the river is two miles an hour. The climate is dry and 
healthy, the temperature variable, and the soil when 
irrigated so fortile that wheat often yields 40 bushels 
to the acre. There are two “barrages” or dams, one 
at the head of the valloy, the other at Gayman, to 
preserve @ constant water-suppl Rainfall in some 
years does not exceed 6 inches. The Chubut river is 
very foll at the season when the Andine snows melt. 

The colonists have 3 flour-mills, 8 threshing-machines, 
70 reaping-machines, 6 pianos, 3 harps, a brass hand 
and more than 100 violms. Mr. Lewis Jones’s weekly 
newspaper, the Histedfels is published in Welsh, The 
colony comprises 400 farms of 250 acres each, say 
100,000 acres or 150 square miles. The wheat crop 
varies from 5,000 to 8,000 tons, and represents 80 per 
cent of the total value of products. In 1888 the snr 
plus wheat which was exported to Liverpool reached 
1,600 tons, but the cost of freight was 20 shillings a 
ton from the colony to Port Madryn by rail, and only 
16 shillings from Port Madryn to Liverpool. 

The railway was opened in April 1888; it is 40-inch 
gange and 47 miles long, having cost £160,000, of 
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which sum one-half was for material. The trip is 
made in two hours: there are grades of 1 in 95. C 
tiin Kennedy R. N. visited the colony in 1888 and 
said — 

*We anchored in New Bay, one of the finest in the 
werd, and found one of the Pacific steamers at the 
#ooden mole, loading 2,800 tons of cargo, for Liver- 
fol Port Madryn is in the SW. corner, and here 
there are Argentine officials, houses and hulks for re- 
ttiving cargo, but no fresh water, nmless what is brought 
by Saif from Trelew, 45 miles. There is no station 
teore reuching Trelew, the terminus, where we found 
Wirkshops, houses for men, and stone quarries in full 
work. e visited Rawson, the capital, which has 
guiny new buildings and shews great progress. The 
tilony, however, has no more available lands, all these 
ten taken np by Argentine officials and their friends.” 
tat Cogin was there in February 1890 and wrote 
thns:- 


“Not far from Trelew we visited Plas-ed-Duch or the 
Delicias, which is the residence of Mr. Lewis Jones, 
fither of the colony: it is a fine house of 16 rooms on 
A lend of the Chubat. Then we rode to Rawson, and 
Wim entertained by Governor Conesa at the Govern- 
Gent House, with a grand ball. Next day to Gayman, 
Ovillge 15 miles higher up the val xing 5 miles 
fitther we reached Mostyn, the residence of William 
Williams." 


The anniversary of the first landing, 28th July, is 
ilwiys kept as holiday. On that day in 1890° Mr. 
lnmis took a photographic group 50 persons, the 
arvivors of those who had landed from the Mimosa: 
they were standing on the ruins of the fort built by 
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them in 1865. Music is much cultivated, and Miss 
Lloyd Jones is called ‘the Patagonian nightingale’. 

There are 9 chapels and 3 schools, and 85 per cent. 
of the population can read and write. The latest vital 
statistics shewed per 1,000 of population yearly thus >— 
Births 44, deaths 25, increase 19, marriages 7. The 
value of property was equal to $1,160 or £150 sterling 
her inhabitant, ‘The annual imports are $220,000, say 
F'30,000 sterling or B14 per head, There is a tribe 
of friendly Indians, Tehuelches, at Paso de los Indios, 
who trade with the colony, 

Tn 1888 Mr. Ashael Bell spent five months in ex- 
ploration of the head-waters of the Chubnt, as well as 
the banks of the Teca, Chelila, Corcovado and other 
Andine streams. He reported having found a river 


flowing westward, through the Andes, to Chile, but 
his way was impeded by dense forests of Arancaria, 
with trunks 18 feet in ctreumference: he subsisted for 

& time on black currants. 
Tn the same Mr. Thomas, who had previously 
ns, set out with 50 colonists, 


After a journey of 71 days he reached 
iful valley near the banks of the Corcovado, 
between snow-clad E 30.8. Lat. and 72 W. 
Long. The month was November; straw-berries and 
currants were in bloom, and th vere forests af birch, 
pine, fir, ash, cedar and cypress. The colonists at 
once proceeded to cut down trees and built huts, cal- 
ling the settlement “16th . The country 
abounds in il 2 : pomas and goa- 
nacoes, M 18 days making the 
return journey in a 
He considered that 
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the colonists could reach Chile in two days. The river 
is 80 called because it has 600 bends in 6 miles, The 
colonists have thrived, the camp being excellent for 
tattlerearing. In the vicinity Mr. William Mulhall 
lus also & sheep-farm, and he discovered gold close by, 
in January 1892. The new colony is exactly 350 miles, 
as the crow flies, west of the town of Rawson, in the 
Chulut colony. 

Th August 1891 the Argentine Government marked 
out the for another Welsh settlement in the 
Valley of Martyrs, on the upper waters of Chubut, 
125 miles due W. from Rawson, giving 100 free farm- 

250 acres each to the first hundred settlers, 

1,000 acres in town-lots, A colonist named 

claims to have found gold in the vicinity in 
March 1892. 


XXXVIL The Rio Negro. 


This lovely river, which must one day become one 
ol the great arteries of the Republic, opening up a 
Yast area of productive country that enjoys a cool and 
delightful climate, is navigable from its mouth to 
i The portion above those 
lored in a boat by Cox, who came 
ftross from Chile in 1862. Government steamers 
‘Meend at intervals from Patagones to Fort Roca, at 
the foot of the Andes, which stands a few below 

illarino’s Rapids. The Rio - 


|e owing to a da 
at) which causes frequent delays and dangers to ship- 


ie @ railway or ship-canal could be made from 
de Patagones to the Bay of San Blas the faci- 
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lity thus given to trade would be immense, San Blas 
offering easy access and safe anchorage at all winds 
to vessels drawing up to 30 feet. 

The month of the Rio Negro is in 41°2 S. Lat, 
distant 180 miles SSW. from Bahia Blanca as the 
crow flies. 

Tho first view of the Rio Negro is thus deseribed 
by an English traveller:— 

“We came very suddenly to the end, for on emei 
ing from the thicket, through which we had ridden in 
single file, the magnificent Rio Negro lay before ns. 
And never river seemed fairer to look upon; broader 
than the Thames at Westminster, and extending away 
on either hand till it melted into the dim horizon, its 
shores clothed in all the glory of orchards and groves 
and fields of Indian corn. Far out in the middle of 
the blue current floated flocks of black-necked swans: 
while beneath us, scarcely a stone’s-trow off, stood the 
thatched house of our conductor, the smoke curling up 
from the chimney giving promise of a speedy repast. 

rove of old cherry-trees. in which the house was 

ed, added to the charm of the picture; and as 

down to the gate we could see the early- 

ripening frui like live coals admidst the deep 
green foliage. LY 

Carmen de Patagones (21 miles from the month) 
stands on the N. bank, the Negro being here 500 yards 
wide with a deep and rapid current. The town has 
3,000 inhabitants, and many good shops, that of 
Mr, Traub being a rendezvous for strangers, There 
is a poor ho The best gui are Cochengo, 
Ureno and Sosa. Dr. Humble, the English physician, 
resides on the S. side of the river, that suburb 
going by the name of |Biedma. There are uumerous 
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islands, fringed with willows. The country inter- 
vening to the seaboard is covered with a thick bed 
of el, the only vegetation being chafar bushes 
with formidable thorns. Water is scarce and brackish. 
The jieular cliffs on the S, side show several 
strata of sandstone, including « layer of conglomerate 
pets pebbles, which, Darwin says, must have come 
‘rom the Andes. 
The islands of Crespo. Winter, Leon, and Calvo are 
in succession as we ascend the river. All are 
well-cultivated, growing excellent wheat and the famous 
@hocoli vine, The bluffs on the N. bank are 150 feet 
igh. and in many places caves are used for habitations, 
hollowed ont of the sandstone, The valley spreads 
out to a width of 6 miles, the soil being admirably 
suited for agriculture; but the high ground extending 
inland from the “cnchilla" is in some places sandy. 
in others covered with “piedra chica” pebbles, and in 
others with a variety of brushwood, not exceeding 10 
feet in height, such as piquillin, har, mataperro, 
ua de , and incienso; this last, gives an odorous 
resin. The islands of Madera, Perejil, and Guardiola 
ure passed before we reach Salinas, on the N. bank, 
the action of the Atlantic tide being plainly per- 
copitie, rising and falling 10 inches, this point being 
tiles from the sea. Most of the country of the 
N. bank belonged to Messrs. Aguirre & Murga, and is 
now thickly settled: the tillage and pasture farms 
cover numerous leagues. 

San Gabriel (33 miles) on the S. bank was { 
known as Gnardia Vieja, It is a settlement of 4 
Indians, under the Cacique Linares, who ¢ 
100 spears and receives the rank and pay o: 

His people are very industrious, and profess Christianity, 
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the priest of Carmen baptizmg their children. They 
Fatae much wheat, and hs also sheep and cattle. 
The islands of Vasquez and Paz are al of the 
Potrero de Paez, « beautiful natural meadow on the 
N. bank, formed by a bend of the river, where geese, 
ducks, and deer are numerous, 

China Muerta (57 miles) is the property of Sr. Don 
Bartolo Bertonelli, on the N. bank, at a great bend where 
much of the river is lost in the Abra lagoon. Surveys 
have been made by Government to canalize the | 
which is 15 fest deep, and draw off a portion of the 
Rio Negro in an E. direction, to irrigate the country as 
far as San Blas, where the canal would debonch inte 
the ocean: estimated cost, $100,000. There is a double 
range of "cuchillas” all the way, leaving a valley 
2 miles wide, with an area of 100,000 acres suital 
for wheat-growing. We pass some islauds with algar- 
roba trees, and “taperas'’ or ruins on the N, woke 
where the Pana and Alfaro estancias once stood. The 

is swampy until we reach the Barrajas “tapera”, 

to which the “cuchilla” on the S. Tren comes 
close to the river. Passing the island of Media Luna, 
with its swamps and willows and plenty of hares, we 
see the “cuchilla” of San Nicolas, mentioned by Des- 
calzis (1833), which almost overhangs the 8. bank and 
then recedes, making room for a “chaiar” forest as 
far as Aguas Muertas. 

San Andres (64 miles), on the N. bank, was the estan- 
cin of Messrs. Frazer & Co.. who had a fine azotea 
house and a boat for crossing the river, which is here 
500 yards wide. The estate covers 2 square leagues 
or 13,000 ac being mostly under sheep, and yield- 
ing form 100 bushels of wheat. Mr. Frazer, 
who had bew fficer in the British army, settled 
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kia in 1868, and returned to England a few years 
ter. 

Pringles (77 miles) is a pretty village ou the N. bank, 
with 200 inhabitants. Mr Deacon keeps a good hotel, 
and Mr. Perez a large camp store. Tho church was 
built by contributions from Mr, Mulhall, Mr. Kincaid 
and other land-owners, the Salesian Fathers having a 
whoo! attached. Indian women weave ponchos at their 
thors. Among the best houses are those of Don José 
Rodrignez and Seftor Faguaya. A ferry plies across 
the river to Lambaré, the beantitul estancia of Mr. 
ET. Mulhall; the ferry is kept by Dr. Echevercia, an 
educated man of decayed fortune. Within the last few 
years all the camps in the environs of the hills behind 
Pringles have been settled on by sheep-farmers who 


pay no rent to the Government and are all becoming 
ment. More than 200,000 sheep are now on these 

tampa where 5 years ago every thing was desolation. 

niles is the proper site for an agricultural colony. 
wh 


45 the soil in the valley ix the most fertile in the 
world, Mr, De Castro’s steamers pass up the river 
three times a month and call at Pringles, but wool, 
iittes, ete., go to Patagones by bullock c: Thore is 
@tolegraph station in the village. Fine fish are often 
taight im the river. ‘onrists visiting Pringles will 
always find a weleome at the estancia Lambaré, in 
front, the residence of Mr. Maurice Buekland, and at 
Ir. Kineaid’s extancia, which is but o league from the 
Tow, on the same side of the river. Adjoining Lam- 
# is the estancia Sauce Blanco, a very beautiful 
, formerly belonging to the Cacique Ingles 
the illegitimate son of Fitzroy. and whose sister until 
Miely lived on the land: it is now the property of 
fieneral Winter and faces Balcleuther 





194 TRE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 

Baleleuther (78 miles), on the N. bank, is the fine 
estate of Messrs. Kincaid, who settled here in 1866, 
being the first foreigners who ventnred to colonize the 
Rio Negro. They have a regular English farm-honse, 
with sheds and all appliances, Howard's machinery, and 
corrals for sheep and cattle, 

Isla Hermosa (188 miles) is a beautiful island, 3 miles 
Jong, abreast of an old Spanish residence on the N. 
bank, called Sauces Viejos. This adjoins the snperh 
savannah of Potrero Francisco at a double bend of the 
river, which forms the boundary on three sides, the 

Jong by 8 miles wide, covered 





called trie the abundan 

thickets heing, moreover, 
which sings very sweetly. The *barranca” or blaft 
of the N. bank again o in upon us as we approach 
the Potrero Arias, passing which the valley spreads 
out into lagoons and swamps on the N. side, until we 
come to Potrero Carhajal. Our course, which has been 
y now becomes W-. for several miles, as 
on either side of the river the camps of Oar 
Lady of Ttati, so called hy Descalzis becanse one of 
his Paragu lors, being wearied at the oar, 
promised an offering to the church of his native place 
if a breeze should spring up, which really occurred as 
the man rose from hi es, Our La valley tor- 
20 miles hig . he Valehita hills eoueh 
r forest, and the river 

“course. 
6 miles) is a prominent bluif 
e N. bank, where the Indians 
had settlement: called: Pallares, with wheat-farms, 
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sheep, and cattle, nntil Rosas put them to the sword 
in 1833, Tt was a Glencoe massacre, the soldiers rush- 
ing into the lake to kill the poor fugitives, and in this 
wity three of the soldiers were drowned; some of the 
women and children were spared, to suffer servitude. 
The “barrance” recedes from the N. bank, and gives 
place to the Portroro Sauce, 12 miles by 6, after which 
our route is due N. for some time. 

Negro Muerto (258) is a delightful island 2 miles 
long; after which we come to the rapids of Cabayh 
Quatid, the only bad pass between Patagones and 
Choel-choel, but having an ordinary minimum depth 
of 10 feet of wa The N. “enchilla” at this point 
overhangs the + and on the S. side is # plain, 
covered in spring with bright yellow fowers, The river 
spreads ont again to its usual width, very much 
resembling the river Paraguay, and about 10 miles 
above the rapids we meet « large island, which on some 
maps is marked Choel-choel, Int which Descalzis calls 
Eqjnivocads. Tt mins 15 miles almost due N., and is 
evilently quite distinct from the former island. 

Choel-choel (29% miles) is a very beautiful and exten- 
sive island, the ¢ ninent st rs in 1873 report- 
ing it to be GO miles long, with an ave width of 
7 miles—say, 270,000 acres in area, The soil was found 
exceedingly rich, and deer abound in the woods, In 
some places there are hills, about 40 feet above the 
stream. The island here occupies the whole valley, the 
*tuchillas” closing in both on the N. and S. banks 
Tt i% bisected by a deep channel, and hence the NW 
part is sometimes considered an island and called Isla 
dé Pacheco. Tt was, however, all one island when dis 
tovered by Villarino in 1783. At present Choel-choel 
is valued as a military post, the central point 
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Rio Negro frontier; but it must sooner or later become 
the seat of an agricultural colony of two or three 
thousand families. The distance overland to Patagones 
is 200 miles, but the river-bends make it much gveater, 
There are still some remains of the fort built by Valla- 
rino, who was 58 days in coming hither from Patagones 
with 4 canoes and 62 men. 

Above Choel-choel the Tudians call the river the 
Limay-Lefi. The current is no greater than heretofore, 
seldom exceeding 3 miles an hour. The S. bank is 
flat, while the “cuchillas” on the N. form a number 
of Potreros, or natural meadows, until we reach 
Chimford, where there is a garrison, about 60 miles 
from the Comandancia at Choel-choel. The fort is, of 
course, on the N, bank, and connected by steamer with 
the other frontier posts. The scenery and character- 
istics are the same from Chimford to Fort Roca, 
another stretch of 60 miles, and this is one of the 
chief strategic points of the new frontier. 

Fort Roca (413 miles) is near the foot of the Andes, 
20 miles below the junction of the Nenquen and Limay, 
which together form the Rio Negro. It is 300 miles 
due S, from Fort San Rafael on the Mendoza frontier, 
and 200 miles NE. of Lake Nahuel-Huapi. Steamers 
can aseend gones to Fort Roca in 4 days, 
or descend i 

‘he navigation Rio Negro may be said to termi- 
nate at the above-mentioned confluence of Limuay and 
Neuquen, 140 miles above the island of Choel-choel. 
We now enter the Limay at the point known as 
Villarino’s rapids, for his boat was capsized here, the 
navigation being so difficult as to be at present almost 
impracticable, the current running 10 miles san hour. 
Precipitous walls of rock rise on beth sides, and the 
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country is a wilderness, with a range of hills on the 
E. or Patagonisn side. It was here that Cox's boat 
wus lost in 1862, when that intrepid explorer was made 
prisoter hy the Indians, who detained him a year in 
captivity. 

Manzanis (490 miles), or the Apple conntry, begins 
about 50 miles above Villarino’s rapids. Not only tho 
valley of the mainland, but also the islands, are full 
of apple-trees, brought here by Father Muscardi and 
other Jesnits, whom the Indians pnt to death. The 
Tudians appear to have no word but the Spanish one 
for apples, a proof of the fruit having been mtroduced; 
they make cider in large quantities. Villarino mentions 
that the apples cured his men of scurvy, within sight 
of the volcano of Villa Rica, which rises 100 miles W. 
of this position. In his time it was not extinct, as it 
now is, for Father Falkner mentions the ashes some- 
times falling in Buenos Ayres, and even at Colonia, 

Lake Nahuel-Huapi (640 miles) is one of the most 
eharming lakes in the world; it is 60 miles long and 
20 wide ut the foot of the majestic Tronador, which 
rises to & height of 15,100 feet. This extinct volcano 
derives its name from the bellowings heard at times 
from its interior. The lake is surrounded by the most 
superb scenery, and stands 1,770 feet over -level 
Tt was on the borders of this lake that the fabulous 

_ tity of Los Cesares was supposed to exist, to dis 
Which nO less than three expeditions were sent by 
Successive viceroys, from Buenos Ayres. The fable was 
first heard towards the close of the 16th century, about 
10) years before the arrival of the Jesuits, the ruins 
of whose chapel are still seen on an island in the lake 
Th the year 1690 Father Mascardi of Valdivia, who 

u friendship of some of the Puelches and 
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Poyas, established a mission on the E. shore of the 
lake, where he was murdered by the Poyas 10 ur 12 
years later. This did not deter Father Felipe Lagunas 
from reviving the mission in 1704, but for \ Digscee 
security he built his chapel on an island, where le was 
joined some time later by Father Guillermo. ‘Their 
bours were so snecessful that four tribes, including 
the Poelches and Puenches, embraced Christianity. 
Father Lagunas died in crossing the Antueo pass into 
Chile, after which Father Guillermo built a mission on 
the mainland, from which he made a road over the 
Bariloche pass to Valdivia. This alarmed the Poyas 
Indians, who came by night and burned the mission, 
carrying off the youths of the school; but allowing 
Father Guillermo to escape for his life, by the road 
which he had made. A few years later he returned, 
and was put to death, after whch Father Elgnea came 
as his successor, whereupon the Indians beat him to 
death, and reduced to ashes the chapel on the island. 
Th 1766 Father Guel, another Jesuit, visited the ruins 
of the chapel and retumed to Chile: and in 1792 the 
Franciscan, Father Menendez, found near the ruins a 
number of fruits and vegetables of European origin, 
introduced by the Jesuits, In 1856 Dr. Fonek and 
Mr. Hers, accompanied by a native named Olwbarria, 
who had been with Father Menendez when a boy, 
explored the lake from end to end, discovering the canoe 
nsed hy Menendez 64 years before. Finally, William + 
Cox was here in 1864, and describes in glowmg lan- 
guage the unrivalled magnifi wf the scenery; a 
lake 60 miles long. bordered by dense forests, over- 
shadowed by snow-clad peaks, 15,000 feet high. From 
an acclivity he obtaine view of the pampas, and 
saw the Rio Negro winding its course eastward towards 
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the ocean, till lost to view in the broad expanse. He 
descended its stream 200 miles, till he met with the 
disaster at Villarino’s rapids which nearly cost him 
his life. 

Tt appears from Villarino’s diary that he descended 
from the confluence of the Limay and Neuquen to 
Pai nes in 20 days, whereas the ascent hid taken 


135 days The current below the confluence is from 
2 to 3 miles an hour, and the river is easily navigated 
to Fort Roca by vessels of 6 feet draught. As the 
Villarino rapids are the sol acle between Carmen 
and Nahnel-Huapi, engineering science will have little 
diffienlty in making the Negro a valuable and easy 
highway to its source. There are two food seasons, 


in November, when the snows melt, and in autumn 
inring the rainy season. 


XXXVI Bay of San Blas. 


The Bay of San Blas. which is formed by a bend 
im the coast line and the large island called Deer Is- 
land, ix about 12 miles long and 5 miles wide, and in 
the opinion of Admiral Kennedy, who visited the bay 
in his flagship The Ruiy, is one of the finest on the 
whole sonth-east coast of America. It affords secure 
anchorage for the largest vessels within pistol shot of 
the shore. It was surveyed by Fit in 1833 and 
hy Colonel Martin Rivadavia, of the Argentine Navy, 
in I882—S84: the Argentine chart is the latest, and 
wnly reliable one, except the position of the buoys on 
Constitucion channel: these buoys were wiasked away 
eurs ago. Tt is situated in 40-30° S. Lat. and 62,30° 
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W. Long., between the months of the rivers Negro 
and Colorado. The estancia San Blas faces the bay of 
that name: it occupies a peninsula marked ou the chart 
as Javali or Wild Boar peninsula, with an area of 
80 sq. miles, and also the Rincon Eloisa, outside the 
peninsula, in all 40 sq. miles of fine pasture land with 
abundance of fresh water and fuel. The property is 
managed by Mr. Ernest Buckland, and is well stocked 
with mestizo Rambouillet sheep and Lincolns, Shear- 
ing is done by machinery, and the establishment is 
one of the best equipped on the coast. 

Barrancosa is a sheepfarm near San Blas, on the 
road from Salina de la Piedra, covering 40 sq. miles: 
there are fine “caiadas’’ and much high ground: the 
owner, Mr. Jensen, is a Dane, who settled on these 
lands some years ago, when the Indians were still in 
dangerous proximity. His flocks last year gave 65 per 

nt, increase, which shews the quality of these camps. 
All the sheep-farmers in this Mesopotamia, between the 
Negro and Colorado, have thrived, and in view of their 
great success hundreds of fresh settlers are leaving 
Bahia Blanca, Tuyu, and Azul, to start south of the 
Colorado, 

Walker's Island is in reality a peninsula, which ad- 
joins San Blas, and belongs to Don Juan Pablo Cor- 
doba and Don Pedro Guerrero: the area is 40 sq. miles, 
well stocked with sheep and cattle. 

Punta Rubia is a fine estancia, the property of Messrs. 
Ernest and Maurice Buckland, sitnated on Barrancas 
Point, between Punta Rasa and the tower at the 
entrance of San Blas harbor. It is well stocked with 

» and cattle; the manager isa German, Mr. Schmied. 
joining is the estancia of Captain Hansen, a Dane. 
the end of Punta Rubia estancia is the famous 
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Sulina Thglesa, a salt-lake belonging to the Rio Negro 
Salt Company: this salt-hed covers 7,000 acres, and 
the salt is of the finest and purest quality. 

Ila de Gama is the principal island on the coast 
and ig state property, leased to an Italian, Signor Pei- 
nino, Tt forms the north side and chief protection of 
Sit Blas Bay. There aro on the island 1,000 cows 
the product of 60 cows in 1886) and 6,000 sheep. 
The land is good: both sheep and cattle thrive. On 
ai island on the north, Mr. Sassenberg has, under 
Government lease, several sheep-farms. On all these 
isnds water is plentiful, which is not always the case 
on the mainland. 

La Salada.—Tius estancia formerly belonged to Don 
Emilio Hansen, Acting Minister of Finance; is situated 
on a binif fronting San Blas bay, between the estancia 
of the latter name and the Tres Bonetes. Area 30 sq. 
miles, This estancia is rented to a Basque who has 
14,000 fine mestizo sheep. 

Tres Bonetes.—With the exception of Mr. Luro’s 
tstancia, this is the largest property south of Bahia 
Blanca, embracing 265 sq. miles of soft pastures, par- 
ticularly adapted for sheep breeding. This prope: 
owned by Mr. E.T. Mulhall, also the proprietor 
Blas, used to be the favorite head-quarters of ostr: 
himaters in the days of Indian sway, and up to th 
present there are still wild horses on the pla its 
great advantage is the supply of water and th ness 
of the grasses, The lands adjo' e principally 
fiseal ty of the Government of Buenos Ayres : 
these camps are all let t yernment to Basque 
aud Talian sheep-farmers. Such are the results of 


shee] in these parts that be: many years 
the wool Inced south of the Colorado will form a 
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large propoportion of what the Province of Buenos 
Ayres produces. 

The “Salinas” or salt-lakes which are now worked 
by the River Negro Salt Co., a Glasgow Argentine 
Co., are situated midway between Patagones and San 
Blas. This industry promises well, as the salt finds a 
ready market in Bnenos Ayres, which consumes about 
1,000 tons per month. The Salt Company is now 
about to construct « railway to the Bay of San Blas, 
which when finished will give a great impetus to the 
business, The supply of salt seems inexhanstible. Last 
February a reporter from the Standard office visited 
the establishment and measured 20,000 tons in pile 
ready for shipment, but all the bullocks and carts in 
the district are insufficient to carry it to Patagones. 
Once the Company has its railway constructed, the 
business will increase exceedingly, and as vessels of 
30 feet draught can enter the harbor of San Blas, the 
export of salt will become a great trade. Messrs. 
Kincaid, MacKill, Diaz, Arenas, Molina, Costa, Nuiez. 
Stewart and Turner (Glasgow) are the most prominent 
members of this Company. 


XXXIX. The River Paranda. 
Buenos Ayres to Corrientes, 852 miles. 


Although the city of Buenos Ayres does not present 
a striking picture when seen from the River Plate, the 
suburbs have a delightful aspect. res eye rests com- 
placently on Palermo Park, the count muses of Bel- 
grano, the picturesque bluff of San Taso, and the is- 
lands of San Fernando, as the steamer bends her course 
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in the direction of Martin Garcia, the Gibraltar of the 
River Plate. This little rocky island (40 miles from 
Buenos Ayres) belonged to the Republic of Uruguay, 
from which it is separated by the Infernillo channel, 
2 miles wide, Int was annexed by Admiral Brown to 
Argentine territory, to prevent its falling into the 

power of Brazil. If commands the entrance to the 
bony and also to the deep-water channel of the 
Parand, called the Guazi: w naval school has been 
established here, and the batteries are worked by eleo- 
tricity. The island is 2 miles long, 130 feet over the 
water, and 25 miles from the Argentine shore. 

We are now in the delta of the Parani, which is 
hare 20 miles wide and extends 30 miles up the river, 
containing hundreds of islands, which would be the 
most delightful abode m the world but for mosquitoes. 
Nature is prodigal of her gifts in this fertile region, 
Where Ttalian market-gardeners flourish. They build 
their honses on poles or embankments, as the river 
rises several feet in flood seasons. Numberless channels 
form a perfect labyrinth. which none but a skilful pilot 
could find his way through, there being two principal 
currents, the Guazt, already mentioned, and the Palmas, 
Which offers the shortest route to Zarate and other 
Saag and is still used by vessels of light draught. 

Of the islands are swampy, most of them only 

a few feet above river-level. and yet ague is unknown: 
im fact, there is-no form of sickness, and the inhabi- 
fants mostly die of old age. It is nevertheless true 
that at intervals the islande shocked hy seeing 
or snakes suddenly make their appearance, having 

been brotight down on “camelotes” or floating islands 
after innndations. In spring the delta is peculiarly 
beautiful, the bright scarlet flowers of the ceibo-tree 
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contrasting with the dark green of the surroundings 
Rows of poplar and groves of peach-trees are the 
most common features, and botanists tell us that at 
the time of the Spanish conquest these islands were 
treeless mudbanks, covered with long grass, It is sup- 
posed the peaches were introduced by the Jesuits, but 
the poplars are more modern. 

Campana is 110 miles by water, though only 50 by 
land, from Buenos Ayres. The house of Dr, Costa, 
lord of the soil, is well situated, on the bluff. but the 
place has lost its picturesque appearance since the 
introduction of Haslam's factory for freezing sheep, for 
exportation to England. 

Zarate (115 miles) is called after one of the most 
energetic of the Spanish viceroys, Ortiz de Zarate 
(1564-1575), and has 4,000 inhabitants: its trade is in 
grain, vegetables and firewood, the land being good for 
agriculture. The islands from here to Baradero are 
low and uninhabited, but useful for pastnrage and 
firewood. The town of Baradero owes its importance 
to an Italian colony m the vicinity ablished m 1856. 

San Pedro (182 miles) looks well from the river and 
possesses a good port, the Parand forming a lagoon 
with an anchorage area of 312 acres, the minimum 
depth 18 feet at low water. Vessels drawng 20 feet 
can ascend from the Atlantic to this port. A little 
higher up is the famous pass of Obligado, where Rosas 
put a boom across the river, which was cnt after some 
difficulty by the nglo-French squadron. General 
Mancilla, who commanded the Argentine forces, had his 
batteries on the Llavallol estancia at Las Hermanas. 
As we proceed the river widens. 

San Nicolas (240 miles) is one of the best towns on 
the Parand, with a population of 19,000 souls, several 
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public buildings and printing-offices, and a considerable 
trade. Agriculture was introduced here | years 
ago, and the place received much impuls 
strong’s four-mill (1860 
“chacras” of wheat, 
wide, greatest depth 72 feet, current 
minute (8 miles an honr), the Parand being he 
undivided stream. A few miles higher we pass the 
mouth of the Arroyo del Medio, the frontier limit 
hotween Santa Fé and Buenos Ayres, close to which 
is the village of Las Piedras, other Constitucion, 
which wis at one time proposed as the Capital of the 
Argentine Republic, 

Rosario, the great emporium of the trade of the 

‘ovinees, is exactly $00 miles by water, and only 140 
ry land from Buenos Ayres. Haying a population of 
80.000 sons, it is ly far the best town on the Parana, 
and stands $0 feet over water. Vessels drawing 15 
fest can always ascend thus far. The river rises in 
flood seasons as minch as 12 fect, and maintains that 
level for 3 months at a time, The town is modern 
and well-built, covering about 800 acres, and has good 
hotels and coffee-honses, the foreign element being even 
more conspicuous than at Buenos Ayres. One of the 
oldest residents is Mr, Perkins, whom strangers may 
eonsnlt to advantage m whatever regards Santa Fé 
or the inland provinces, The town has all the comforts 
of advanced civilization—gas, water-supply, tramways, 
ae aa telephones, banks, and an efficient fire- 


San Lorenzo (320 miles). on the W- bank, is remark- 
able for its large Franciscan convent of th Y 

tury, This was the scene of one of the 

mést daring struggles in the War of Independence, 





TRE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





the Argentine cavalry ander General San Martin 
attacking the Spanish war-vessels and capturing them, 

Diamante (370 miles), on the BE, bank, is the begin- 
ning of the mainland on the Entre Rios side, and stands 
on the bluff of Punta Gorda, 200 fest high, all the 
lowlands and islands below this point being inelnded 
in the delta of the Parani, These lowlands were at 
one time infested with pirates, whom General Urquiza 
had much labor in extirpating, his method being to 
shoot them down like wild beasts, without the forma- 
lity of a trial. In the period of the civil war Urqniza 
nsed to swim his army with 20,000 horses across the 
Parani at this point. The opposite or Santa Fé bank 
now becomes low and swampy, with a secession of 
islands; the Knutre Rios bluff shows three geological 
strata, the upper or pampean being incrustei! with 
fossils of giant mammalia. The Parand widens to 
3,000 yards, the islands displaying a luxuriant vege- 
tation, and on the KE. bank we see numerous lime-kilns, 
w! the approach to the town of Parana is made 
donbly picturesque by the red bluff of sandstone rising, 
high aboye the river. 

Parana (410 miles) is marked on old maps as Baxada 
which simply meant a landing-place. It stands on the 
§, bank, at an elevation of 120 feet, and on a clear 
day can be seen the turrets of Santa Fé city on the 
opposite bank, 7 miles distant, but so many wooded 
islands intervene that the view is indistinct. At the 
foot of the cliff is the eustom-house, from whieh a 
tramway 2 miles long conveys passengers to the city. 
Although at present hardly numbering 10,000. souls, 
Parani was for an interval a place of importance; it 
was the capital of the Argentine Republic from 1852 
till 1861. Parana is accessible at all times to sea-gomg 
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vessels of 12 feet draught. A small steamer plies daily 
across the river to Santa 

Villa Urqniza (430 miles) was well chosen by General 
Urgniza as the site for an agricultural colony, in the 
midst of a fertile district overlooking the Parana, 
Some miles higher is» charming locality called Cerrito; 
the house was built by an English gentleman, whose 
fate was tragical, and his successor, a Frenchman, died 
svou afterwards from tho bite of a snake. Tigers are 
sometimes mef with in the islands hereabout 

Hernandarias (490 iniles) takes its name from the 
well-known vieoroy, Fernando Arias, the only native of 
Paraguay who ever rose to such distinction; he was 
three times viceroy, and introduced the Jesuits, to 
pratect his countrymen from the cruelties of the Spa- 
niards. This is a wild part of the river, with shoals 
iad whirlpools. The land on the Entre Rios side is 
oxcellent, and « Swiss gentleman named Martin Schafter, 
Yas sold a number of 80-acre lots to colonists. There 
i$ an alternation of forest and prairie, which gives the 
tonutry at times the look of an English deer-park, 
Wood-cutting is carried on in the islands as we approach 
{a Paz, and it is to be feared from the reckless mode 
# felling timber, that in 10 or 20 years the noble 
‘ods of pine and algarroba will have disappeared. 
Mist of the wood-outters are Italians, who fell trees 
étely to make charcoal, 

La Paz (530 miles) is another place where a colony 
Might to prosper, but the land mostly belongs to estan- 
Gites, who care for nothing but horned cattle. The 
fiw has net progressed much, owing to its proximity 
lithe frontier of Corrientes, these frontier departments 
Mot enjoying as much security for life and property 
ths pest, About 75 miles above La Paz we pass 
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mouth of an “arroyo,” called Espinillo, marked on 
old maps as Guayquiraré, or the Fut Boy's Dwelling, 
which stream separates Entre Rios from Corrientes. 
Some of the islands between this pomt and La Pax 
were used as burial-grounds for the Bragilian army 
during the Paraguayan war (1868—70), when contluent 
small-pox made such hayec in that army. 

Esquina (590 miles) derives its name from the bend 
which the River Corrientes makes before falling into 
the Parana, and is visible about 2 miles inland, extend- 
ing along the slope of a hill, the houses being remark- 
able for wide corridors and verandahs. The coast is 
low and swampy after leaving La Paz, and covered 
with jungle, where tigers may be found. A hut on 
poles by the riverside is the custom-house of Esqnina, 
where passengers have to wait for a boat from the 
town, 3 miles up the river Corrientes. Some time ago 
a passenger was landed here after dark, and had to 
pass an anxious night- roof of the hut, as a 
tiger was prowling cpecting him, arly 
abreast of this place is the Alexandra colony in the 
Gran Chaco, which has a small steamer that comes 
here at times. 

(676 miles) is 22 miles above a difficult part 

i the Yaguareté pass, famous for 

sandbanks, and unpleasant for navigation by 

The town is in some respects the best in the 
srovince of Corrientes, and takes its name from an old 
lady named Gregoria or Goya, in the 18th century, 
who married a rtuguese ship-captain, and supplied 
all vessels going up or down with beef, for she was 
owner of all the land along this part of the Parana, 
There are man’ ench and Italians at Goya, and the 
exports are considerable, especially hides, cheese and 
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oranges. About [6 six miles higher is the charming 
Rincon de Soto, whore the Santa Lucia falls into the 
Parana, and on the opposite (Chaco) side is dhe mouth 
of the Arroyo del Rey, » re the remains 
of the Jesuit mission of San G i As wo ap- 
proach Cueyas the river, which » Goya was 3,000 
yards wide, suddenly grows very narrow, till it comes 
to a pass only 100 yards across. Here lived, on the 
E. Bank, in 1825, a Portuynese farmer named Cuevas, 
with one son and two daughters, who made such a 
gullant defence against an inroad of Chaco Indians that 
the place keeps their name: the Indians have never 
since yentured to cross the river, The Paraguayans 
had « battery here in 1865, and sank « Brazilian war- 
steamer. 

Bella Vista (738 miles) is an enchanting place, sur- 
rounded with tropical foliage, reposin, a hill which 
commands a wide prospect of the Ps i. The orange- 
Stoves planted by Mr. Henry Hall cover the southern 
Approach to the town, the inhabitants of which have 
Tither a Salvator Rosa expression of countenance. The 
ee OWes its origin to a settlethent of convicts, esta- 

ishixl here by General Ferré in 6, but a number 
Mf Tulians and others having intermarried with the 
Pople the respect for life and property is as great now 
Si any other part of the province. Whether owing 
 dimate or ethnological conditions, Bella Vista has 
Wiblee far niente air, Passing Empedrado, which 
sands high on the BE. bank, we come soon afterwards 
 Riachuelo, where a great naval battle was fought 
i Vine 11, 1865: it lasted from daybreak till sunset 
tut ended in the complete defeat of the brave Para- 
Mtayans. The Brazilians lost 3 war-steamers, the Pa- 
fignayans 4, and more than 2,000 men perished in the 
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combat. Between Riachuelo and Corrientes is the 
quinta of Domingo Latorre, with 5,000 orange-trees. 
Corrientes (832 miles) has been styled the city of 
orange-groves, but there is not much of the town 
visible from the river, over which it stands 60 foet, the 
Parané stretching out to a width of 3 miles, and a 
dark belt of foliage marking the W-. or Chaco bank, 
It was anciently called St. John of the Siete Corrientes. 
or seven currents, which can be distinctly counted, 
being formed by as many projecting points of cliff 
above the town. There are 18,000 inhabitants, who 
speak little Spanish, the ordinary language bemg Gua- 
rani. Corrientes is accessible to sea-going vessels of 9 
feet draught. Timber for shipbuilding is plentifal. 


XXXX, ‘Lhe Upper Parana. 


Corrientes to Yguazi, 420 miles. 


At Corrientes the Parani is 3 miles wide, the E. 
bank crowned with palms and orange-groves, while « 
dark fringe of forest timber marks the low coast of 
the Chaco. Canoes with Guaycnri Indians are con- 
stantly crossing, bringing grass and firewood to the 
Corti For 15 miles we coast along the 
Correntine s! dotted with estancia houses, till we 
come to Tres Bocas, the confluence of the Paraguay 
and Parani. Here the latter river makes an elbow, 
turning sharp E., at right angles with its previous 
course, and this point, where there is a steam-ferry for 
passengers and cattle, is known as Paso La Patria, the 

[ 1 fighting when the Allies invaded Para- 
gnay, in 1866. The brave Paraguayans disputed every 
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inch of ground, and sold their lives dearly, the Allies 
losing more than 20,000 men in the woods on the N. 
bank, 


Lomas (20 miles), on the S. bank, is a very pretty 
neighbourhood, the seat of a French agricultural colony, 
where the the soil will produce whatever is demanded. 
An Italian named Casaccia has grown cotton success- 
fully, and his farm is ono of the best. A few miles 
higher is the village of Itati, famous for an ancient 
chapel to Our Lady; this is much older than the Jesuit 
missions, having been founded either by St. Francis 
Solano in 1588, or by Father Bolan the author of 
the first books in Guarani, in 1610. The Parani pre- 
serves its sea like aspect, being still from 2 to 3 miles 
wide. 

Santa Isabel (95 miles), on the S. bank, is a poor 
village, in the vicinity of the Laguna Maloya, which 
is rather a swamp than a luke. The banks of the 
fiver are «uninteresting, swampy and covered with 
timber. Some 40 miles above Santa Isabel the river 
thakes a bend northward, after passing which we reach 
the little port of San Geronimo. 

Ttuzaingé (160 miles), better known by the old Jesuit 
tame Caraguatay, is just below the Apipé rapids, which 
at present form a berrier, unless in Hood seasons, 
against the navigation of the Upper Parani. They 
form the sole obstacle on this noble river, and it is 
timated that an outlay of $100,000 would suffice to 
Wast a wide and secure channel through the reefs 
which are by no means formidable. At this point the 
tiver is nearly 7 m vide, including the two islands, 
Apipé and Yacireti, between which is a narrow channel 
tmnavigable, On the Correntino shore may be seen 
the remains of two huge trenches dug by the Jesuits 
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to drain Lake Iberi. They appear to haye made no 
effort to blast the Apipé reefs, perhaps because the 
Indians found little difficulty in getting their canoes 
and rafts Jaden with yerba down through the rapids, 
The lower reef is about 600 yards across, and about 
150 yards higher is the second, which is somewhat 
wider, but not so dangerous. 

Tranquera de Loreto (180 miles) is a pass constractad 
by the Paragnayans, with palissade and fosse, giving 
them a facility for the invasion of Corrientes on cattle- 
raiding expeditions, or for cutting off all communication, 
A tow miles higher is Tranquera San Miguel. where 
the Jesnits had dug some more trenches from Lake 
Thera to the Parana, which served not only to drain 
the lake but also to protect the missions from invasion 
on the side of the Spanish settlements. We pass many 
wooded islands, infested with tigers, and’ see also great 
numbers of duck, geese, swans, gulls, and kingfishers. 
The Paraguayan banks are low and marshy. On the 
Correntino side we pass Santa Tecla and other old 
estancias of the Jesuits, these camps offering good 
pasture, 

Ttapua (225 miles) is sometimes called Posadas, some- 
times San José, It is a place of much trade and 5,000 
inhabitants, situate on the S. or Correntino bank, with 
a small suburb on the Paragnayan side, which latter 
is the real old Itapua, a name ‘signifying stone-point. 
The tyrant Francia in 1817 pulled down the Jesuit 
colleges and churches, or whatever remained of them. 
in the missions of Candelaria, Loreto, ete., and with 
the stones built a fortification 5 feet high and 

rds long, to protect his garrison in the 
trade between Paraguay and San Borja: this 
camp is still to be seen. The first brick house was 





214 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





and would have perished of hunger but for friendly 
assistance: the colony collapsed, The place is favour- 
able for sugur-growing, but subject to agne. The house 
of Fuentes Ortiz, of Buenos Ayres, has a sugar plan- 
tation and mill above Corpus. ‘The river still 600 
yards wide between banks high and wooded. Two 
tributaries, the Paranay-Guazi from the Brazilian, and 
the Piraya from the Paraguayan, side fall into the 
Parand almost simultaneously. Then we see the wooded 
island of Caraguatay, rising abruptly from the water 
to a height of 200 feet, which has a cave so much in- 
fested with rattle-snakes that the natives are afraid to 
explore it. 

San Lorenzo (380 miles) is a Paraguayan station, the 
residence of the Inspector of Yerbales, surrounded by 
the most unrivalled and romantic scenery. It consits 
of a few luts, but carries on an active trade in yerba- 
mite, The inspector's body-guard have 2 boats, and 
wear blue jackets and red caps. In front of San Lo- 
renzo, at the mouth of the Pirayi-Guazi, or great 
fish river, is the residence of an Italian merchant named 
Adam, who has lived here 20 years: he has a fine farm 
of maize and sugar, besides dealing in yerba-mate. In 
his garden is a cascade, 40 feet high m the midst of 
palms, ferns, and bananas, which are fall of parrots, 
toucans, and brilliant butterflies. He is both’ trapper 
and woodman, and has some excellent dogs for hunting. 

The Parana narrows at Pareja island. a little above 
the cottage of Signor Adam, and there is such depth 
of water that eve attempt to take soundings has 
failed. Peaceable Indians are met with, generally fish- 
ing, along the Paraguayan shore in the vicinity of 
Nucunday, a little river with a cascade 30 feet high 
near its mouth. A few miles higher we reach Pirapuita, 
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W, twnk, « group of huts in a forest opening, from 
which, 3 miles inland, is the Indian village of Guayar- 
fs, muirked on ol] maps Villu Azara, because Azara 
lived there some montlis studying the fauna and Hora 
(1783). On the Argentine side are a few ranclios called 
Port Meabe, and a little further on the W, side is 
Imguazit. Tn passing these hamlets the steamer drops 
the mails in « sealed bottle. 

The month of the Ignaz (405 miles) is 200 yards 
Wide, with 72 feet depth of water, that river falling 
into the Parana between high forest banks, crowned 
With tacnars, or bamboos, and tacuaremboes, the latter 
fame signifying arrow-shafts. Tho falls are 15 to 20 
niles higher, and can be indistinctly hoard as we pass. 

Goyeochess (425 miles), at the mouth of the Acaray. 
on the Paraguayan side, is the highest point of the 
Upper Parand that enjoys steam navigation. It takes 
its name from three brothers, who employ 600 men in 
the Yerbales inland, and whose steamer, the Teresa, 
taakes frequent trips from here down to Corpus, besides 
the Carima, which trades from here to Itapua. The 
Intter takes 5 days to steam up the river, but makes 
th rim down to Itapua in 48 hours. Messrs. Goy- 
thea are most hospitable to travellers. 

From Goyeocheas to the great falls of Guayra is 
, miles, and the intermediate country is for the most 
Wt onknown. All the territory on the E. bank be- 

to Brazil, and is said to be infested by the 
riage a tribe of supposed cannibals, who pro- 
ly in reality some of the Coroado families, deadly 
Memes to whites. The falls have been visited three 
fimes within the last 100 years. Captain Azara in 

HSS described them thus: 

"Above the falls the Paranda is 4,600 yards wide, 
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when suddenly it becomes contracted to a narrow 
channel of 60 yards, containing almost as much water 
as all the rivers of Europe collectively, and rushing 
downward with indescribable fary: the fall is not ver- 
tical, but a plane with an incline of 50 degrees, equal 
to u perpendicular fall of 56 feet. The noise is heard 
20 miles off, and the spray rises in columus visible 
several miles away: the very earth seems to vibrate at 
the shock.” 

The falls take their name from the Cacique Guayra, 
who ruled this part of Paraguay in the time of the 
Jesuits’ arrival. In 1680, when Father Montoya res- 
cued the survivors of the first missions from the 
Paulista slave-hunters by descending the Parana, he lost 
300 canoes in trying to get down the falls. According 
to Mr. Revy (who did not, however, visit Guayra) the 
volume of water cannot be less than a million tons per 
minute, with a current of 40 miles an hour, The 
second time that the falls have been visited in recent 
years, was in 1863, by Colonel Patifio, who reported 
to President Lopez as follows:—*The noise even at 30 
miles off is like thunder. At 3 miles it is difficult to 
hear a person near you speak. Some settlements were 
abandoned because the inhabitants became deaf. The 
whole region is in the hands of the wildest class of 
Indians. 

Captain Nestor of the Brazilian army led an expedi- 
tion from the military colony of Jatahy in December 
1877, and obtained food on the way from the savage 
Coroado y means of barter. After 30 days he 
reached the fe which he describes thus:—*The 
majestic Parana above the falls has a width of 
yards; it narrows gradually, penetrates between two 
mountains and falls 100 feet. The ground trembles as 








THE UPPER PARANA 217 





if a yoleano were inside, and the noise is heard like 
thunder miles away.” 

Mneh inferior to Guayri, but still of stri 
deur, 


the banks are timber-clad, rising often 
to 100 feet. The falls begin abont 12 miles up, but 
the river, for 3 miles before we reach the falls, is a 
mass of black, frowning boulders and whirlpools. Deer 
may be seen in the woods,and the savage Tupi Indians 
are said to infest the N. bank. The falls are 174 feet, 
or by another measurement, 150 feet, whereas Niagara 
is hut 144 feet. Tnland from the falls are extensive 
pine f » 

Mr. Niederlein says:— “About half a league above 
the falls the Yguazii is 3 miles wide, and at the Vic- 
fori, cataract it falls by three channels, a height of 
160 fect or more, into a rocky bed. The three chanels 
of the cataract I have named—Dom Pedro, Kaiser 
Wilhelm, and General Roca. The Dom Pedro ‘chute’ 
is nearly perpendicular, 120 feet wide, and 160 in 
light, on the Brazilian side of the ri this is the 
most i 5 The Kaiser Wilhelm the smallest. 


tut yery beautiful, as it dashes over a rocky islet. 
The General Roca, on the Argentine side, comes thunder- 
ing down upon a large plateau. Then there is a 
falls as the Ygnazti descends in its cou 
The Bosetti cascade is half a mile lower than the g 
falls. and then follow 14 others in a course of 5 miles, 
Wwe come to the lovely Bismarck cataract, where 
the silvery waters, betweeen the da een woods, 
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tumble 130 feet. From here it is 11 miles to the 
mouth of the Yguazi.” 

Captain Hunter Davison says:—"“The great fall is 
20 miles from the mouth of the Yeuazi; the river a 
little higher is 2 miles wide, and there ave numerons 
islands which break the fall. The central jet is 200 feet 
high. Game abounds, especially whod-turkey, 6 Tbs, in 
weight, bandurria, partridge, tapirs, wild hogs, carpin- 
chos, squirrels and deer. Fish are likewise plentiful; 
the mangurazi, weight 50 Tbs.. is like catfish, but has 
no teeth, the meat being like that of the most delicate 
crab, The current rons nearly 5 miles an honr. Abont 
120 miles above the great fall are the grand rapids, 
10 miles in length, the river banks being often low, 
swampy, and thickly wooded 

Mr, Niederlein makes the 



























ictoria cataract 240 miles 








from Itapna, but it seems little over 200 miles: his 
gnides doubtless counted Paraguayan leagues, which 





are little over 214 miles. 


XXXXL The River Uruguay, 


Buenos Ayres to Salto, 306 miles. 





The scenery 





of the Uruguay is mneh finer than that 
of the Parana. Passing Martin Garcia we geta view 
of the Cerro San Juan (488 feet the foot of which 
is a fine German estancia, and soon afterwards we reach 
Carmelo, or Las Vacas, in front of the mouth of the 
Parani Gnazi. It is a pretty little town, with cons 
ing steamer plying to Colonia. The scenery improves 
as we advance, the E. bank being high. and on the 
W. the islands forming the delta of the Parana, 


EE 
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Higueritas, or New Palmyra (70 miles), is the port 
ofa prosperous, sheep-farming district, and aaeae 3 
inlés above the Punta Gorda, where the 
iebouches into the River Plate. This Punt. 
M feet high and covered with wood, is not to be con- 
founded with another of the same uame in the Parana. 
The outilow of the Uruguay averages 11 million cubic 
foot per minute, or nearly as much as the Ganges—say, 
tme-fourtl) of the volume of the Paani. The current 
at Higneritas is twice as rupid as that of the Parand 
wt Rosario, the Uruguay being here a mile wide with 
a desp-water channel of 86 feet. 

Soriano (110 miles), at the month of the Ria 
is A decayed village, founded by Fray Guzman in 16: 
the first Spanish settlement in Uruguay, but of which 
only the old church and a few honses remain, There 
ita branch steamer from Mercedes, which meets us 
here with passengers, and a little higher up we meet 
likewise the Gualegnaychh steamer, also in conjunction 
With the Mrugmay line. The shoves on the side of 
Retre Rios are still low, and not visible, so many 
islands intervening. 

Fray Bentos (130 miles) is famous for Liebig’s factory 
i Extractum Carnis, established by the late Mr. Giebert 
M1864, at an outlay of £200,000 sterling. The ma- 
ey was made in Glasgow, and cost £45,000. The 
i lite employs GOO persons in constant work, and often 

ills 11000 cattle daily: 1 1b. of extract is eqnal to 30 Tbs 


if beef, and will make soup for 120 men. The factory 
tices; and paddocks cover 6,500 acres, and the net 
Wott sometimes exceeds £80,000 per annum. The 
Vilage takes its name from a venerable friar, Bentos 
the 18th century, but the official name is Villa 
dencin. 
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Between Fray Bentos and Paysandit the delta of the 
Urnguay extends along the shores of Entre Rios for 
almost 60 miles, bunt the BE. bank is high, ranning 
about 100 feet over river-level. The saladero of Roman 
was established by Baron Mand for preserving beef on 
the Morgan system, 20 years ago, byt is now worked 
on the same plan as the other ordinary slanghter- 
houses for salting beet for Cuba. Before the discovery 
of Haslam’s freezing process none of the methods for 
preserving meat were wholly successful. One of the 
bead was that of Mr. Oliden of Paysandi, but he could 
not obtain a market in Europe. Some of the finest 
estancias in the Republic of Ui y lie along the E, 
bank of the river or at short distance inland. The 
estancia house of Buena Vista crowns a picturesque 
binff, after which we pass the Retiro, of Messrs. Peile, 
extending to the Arroyo Negro. 

Concep ion (202 miles), on the W. bank, is in some 
maps marked Uruguay. It is the best town in the 
province of Entre Rios. with nearly 6,000 inhalatants 
and some good schools. The Spaniards used to call it 
Arroyo de la China, the neighbouring lands belonging 
to the ancestors of the late General Urqniza. The 
Great Trank Railway of Entre Rsos, which crosses the 
province from Parand, terminates here. The town is at 
some distance from the landing-place. which is defective, 

Paysandti (220 miles) is said to be the best town in 
the Republic of Uruguay, after Montevideo, Tt is a 
place of much activity, a tramway Connecting the port 
with the town, which stands ons hill) Tedhse'saftred 
repeatedly in the civil wars, and was the seene of a 
skocking massac nm New Year's Day. 1864, when the 
gallant dro Gomez, Colonel Piris, and 
others were but 1 in cold blood. Nevertheless, the 
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surrounding districts are so rich in pastures and cattle 
that the town has completely recovered, and wears an 
air of prosperity, The famous Colonel Mundell, a brave 
old Scotchman, was Governor here for some years, 
Paysandii is the most convenient place for the traveller 
to make his hoad-quarters, to sce some of the finest 
English estancias, such as those of Hughes, Drysdale, 
Peile, Bichadero, eto, and Don Manuel Horta, the 
Spanish Vice-Consul, will advise him about horses and 
re 

ase Paysandit to Salto the scenery varies exoced- 

ly and is in many places beautiful. It is, however, 

ioult of navigation, nor should sea-going ve 


ee When there is a freshet, venture higher than 
Paysandé. The Hervidero puss takes its name from 


eddies and a whirlpool abreast of the old Lafone estan- 
tia, the house of which is in ruins, on the E. bank, 
Higher up is the Mesa de Artigas, a bold headland 
overhanging the river. Here General Artigas encamped 
fis army in the War of Independence, and it was his 
practice to sew up in hides any Spaniards that he took 
prisoners, and roll them down the steep sides of the 
fable-land. At the Arroyo Malo are two valuable 
English estates, that of Mr. W. Wilson, known as 
Delicias, and that of the Wyatt Smith family, where 
Mr. W. Smith was killed during the wars. Another 
dangerous pass now occurs, called the Corralitos, from 
fle rocks almost forming a circle. Sailing vessels 
cannot pass, and steamers neve tempt it by night, 
for there is but one narrow, winding chan reef 
extending on both sid In freshets the rocks are 
wivered. The pass was formerly even worse, until 
Messrs. Hardy & Gv., the steamboat owners of Salto 
at their own expense blasted some of | 
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Concordia (302 miles), on the W, bank, is a couple 
of miles higher up than Corralitos, but the port is 
below that reef, except for steamers, which land their 
passengers close to the “casilla” of the new town, 
This place has not thriven as was fondly anticipated 
when the East Argentine Railway was constructed: if 
the money had been expended in establishing agricul- 
tural colonies it would have been more beneficial to the 
country. Concordia has over 10,000 inhabitants, and 
will improve if immigration be attracted hither, but it 
is reputed one of the least law-abiding departments in 
Entre Rios, heing infested by banditti from Corrientes. 
The view of Salto from Concordia ix most picturesque. 

Salto (306 miles), on the EF. bank, is seated on 5 hills, 
which ran down to the water's edge, the large white 
houses composing the town giving it an appearance of 
importance. It disputes with Paysandi the rank of 
second city in the Republic of Uruguay, and has a 
great frontier traffic, some of which is said toe be con- 
traband. The population is 10,000, one-half being 
Italians. The town takes its name from the “salto” or 
falls of the Uruguay, some 2 miles higher up, which 
are a complete barrier to navigation, except in Hood 
season, when steamers drawing 3 feet go up the rapids 
and ascend the Upper Urngnay as far as the Brazilian 
town of Uruguayana (150 miles). The railway made 
by Messrs. Clark Ponchard terminates at Sauta Rosa, 
on the Brazilian fron: where it joins the Rio Grande 
railway system. 
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XXXXIL The Upper Urug 


Conconiia to Santo Tomé , 270 miles, 


Passengers can make the round trip from Buenos 
Ayres to Santo Tomé and back in 8 days, but they 
may prefer to remain a week at Santo Tomé to visit 
the ruins of some of the surrounding Jesuit Missions. 
The East Argentine Railway at Concordia issues return 
tickets at Santo Tomé, good for 15 days, and allowing 
the traveller to break the journey at any point. The 
Company's steamer starts from Ceibo, the terminus 
{near Caseros) of the railway, and the fares include 
food, the “euisine and accommodation being excellent. 

Tf the traveller wish to see the falls above Concordia 
and many fine reaches of the river parallel with the 
Rast Argentine Railway, he must engage a skilful boat- 
man either at Concordia or Salto, a man well recom- 
ménded, and take with him some provisions and a 
Waterproof sheet. Tho Salto Chico, 3 miles above Salto, 
43 not a waterfall, but merely rapids caused by a ledge 
ff rocks which rans across the ri some of which 
at times Jift their black heads above water. It is not, 

Wever, uncommon for boatmen to find their way 
through these rapids, and ascend the river 12 mi 
higher to the Salto Grande, which may be considered 
‘complete barrier unless in times of “erecientes,” such 
® Occur in September and October, when steamboats 
Piss yp and down without much risk. 

At the Salto Grande the river is 1,100 yards wide 
Along the left or E. bank are 3 islands, and just above 

third a cordon of rocks starts from the E. side, 





224 THE ARGRNTINE REPUBLIC 





running nearly 900 yards across, and forcing a great 
portion of the stream to ran close under the Entre 
Rios shore, which is composed of limestone cliffs covered 
with the bright scarlet Howers of ceibo. The principal 
fall is between the islaid already mentioned and the 
E. bank of terra firma, but never exceeds 7 feet in 
height, although the noise is heard 12 miles off, and 
sometimes in Salto and Concordia (15 miles), The d 
water channel on the river's right bank, that is the 
W. or Entre Rios side, has no falls at any time of 
year, but rapids, in which aren are visible at low 
water; the boatmen say that by blasting some of these 
rocks a safe channel for pea | vessels coming down 
stream would exist at all seasons. It is certain that 
in 1680, at the demand of the King of Spain, the 
Jesnits sent down a flotilla carrying 1,200 warriors 
from Yapeyi to aid in the assault of Colonia, Some- 
times, at high water, with a southerly wind sailing 
vessels pass upwards, by keeping close to the W. bank, 
but even in flood season the current here is very strong. 
About a mile below the fall the little river Gualegnay- 
cito, on the W. side, pays its tribute of water to the 
Urngnay. 

Immediately above the fall the river Itapeby, on the 
FE. bank, debouches into the Urngnay, and abont 3 
miles higher we come to the Herrero rapids, where the 
rocks are so close that in seasons of low water it ts 
possible to c the river here by stepping from one 
to another. A similar » @: the island of 
Ceibal, a short way high except that there is alwa: 
room for a schooner between the island and the a 
bank. We are now abreast of the Uruguayan town 
of Constitucion, the only station of any importance on 
the North-Western Uruguay Railway, between Salto 
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and Santa Rosa. Boats from Misiones usually dis- 
charge their cargoes here, which are conveyed down- 
wards by rail to Salto. 

Federacion, on the Entre Rios shore, owes its trade 
ju like manner to the vessels from Upper Urngnay, 
which discharge their cargoes of yerba and lumber, to 
be CORTE T=S hy rail to Concordia, another ledge of rocks 


running here almost across the river, but leaving a 
channel free on the Oriental side. After this we enter 
on a broad, smooth stretch of water 12 miles, all 
plain sailing till we reach the mouth of the Arapey, 
an important river of Banda Oriental, the Arapey hills 
and the Cerro Dayman adding to the beauty of the 
picture on the E. side. 

From the mouth of the Arapey until we pass the 
village of Belen, E. side. there is a series of hidden 
rocks for fully 20 miles, which are known as St. 
Gregory's rapids, but offer no difficulty to navigation. 
The scenery at the Tacumbi islands is very pretty, and 
soon afterwards we get a view of Santa Rosa on the 
E., and Monte Caseros on the W. bank. The first- 
named town stands at the confluence of the Cuareim 
and Uruguay, close to the Brazilian frontier. the Cuareim 
being the extreme N. limit of the Republic of Uru- 
emay. : , 

Leaving Ceibo (99 miles from Concordia) in the 
afternoon the steamer reaches the Brazilian port of 
Timgnayana the same night, In this “trajet’ we pass 
the mouth of the Correntino river Miriiay, which 
drains a portion of the great lake Iberi. als ane 
very unmerons here, and may always be heard snort- 
ing and grunting, as they fight their np st 
when there is any indication of bad weather. thing 
can te more beautiful than the islunds, covered with 
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fine timber and inhabited by Tealian and other woed- 
entters, The river is more than 1,000 yards wide, and 
on the left bank is an islind supporting a stone turret 
which was erected us a landmark at a time when the 
island was part of the mainland. We have to pass the 
San Pedro rapids before dark, but as the Mensajero 
draws only 8 foet laden, we have not much difficulty, 
although the water is often so low that the captain 
las to blow the whistle to make the cattle which are 
drinking get ont of the way, to let the steamer pass. 
The Brazilian shove, E. side, is alive with carpmehos, 
Dusk falls before w: sight ot Uroguayana: the 
moon is up, and we the fish jumping and 
splashing around the stew About 10 pan. we 
anchor at Ure ima, where the captain has to pay 
$20 light dues every time he anchors in the port, al- 
though sometimes the Brazilians have no light. 

At Urnguayana the river has a width of 2 miles. 
The Argentine or W. bank is covered with palm-groves: 
the Brazilian side has no palms. but dwarf woods 
enveloping hills down to the water's edge. The port 
of Uruguayana has a couple of small steamers and 
many sailing vessels, one of the former serving as a 
ferry-hoat to Restauracion, formerly called Paso los 
Libres, on the Argentine side- The schooners and 
hoats bring down vegetables, zapallos, mani, mandioea, 
ete., to the market of Urugnayana, which is a town of 
1,000 inhabitants and much trade. It was founded in 
1843, and rapidly rose to importance: when the Para- 
guayans captured it, in 1865, the population exceeded 
10,000 souls. Some months afterwards the Paraguay- 
ans surrendered to the Brazilian army under the 
Emperor Dom Pedro, who found the place in mains. 
When the river is low passengers are transhipped at 





THE UPPER PARAGUAY 





this place to a smaller steamer, the stella, tons, 
20-horse power, drawing only 382 inches. 

Restauracion (155 miles) is delightfully situated on 

the top of a hill in the midst of luxuriant i 

A few miles inland in a S.W, direction is the ruined 
mission of Sant Ana, one of the most fertile of the 
old Jesnit settlements, Here the gre 

Bowpland spent the last 20 years of his lite, 
acclimatized numbers of strange plants, but after his 
death (1867) his garden was allowed to go to ruin. 
About an hour's ride N. of Restanracion is the battle- 
field of Yatay, where 3.000 Paragnayans, after a most 
heroic stengglo, wore cut to pieces by a large Bra 
lini army in 1866, the little river Yotay running purple 
with their blood. At times the steamer keeps close to 
the Argentine bank to avoid the full force of the 
current, or stops at one of the wooded islands to take 
in fuel, all these river steamers using wood instead of 
coal. Numerous rafts pass us, going down stream 
laden with heavy timber from Misiones for the market 
of Buenos Ayres and Montevid We coast along the 
Isla Grande, which is 10 miles in length, inhabited by 
Correntines and Brazilians, who live together iy har- 
mony, withont recognizmy either Brazilian or Argentine 
suthority, The Miriiay hills bound the view on the 
W. side. 

Abreast of the month of the [bicuy is the Argentine 
an Martin, better known by its old name 
which was for along period the residence 

of the Jesnit authorities of Misiones idst the rains 
Masses of solid stone, ix shown the louse wherem wa 
forn General San Martin, the ilnstrions colleague of 
Bolivar in the War of Independence: a group of French 
colonists cultivate the vine and sugar-cane in the vici- 
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nity. In the middle of the Uruguay is an island which 
supports a few agricultural families. The Tbicny is the 
most important affluent of the Uruguay, and was called 
the Guazi or great river in the time of the Jesuits; 
it drains a watershed of 18,000 square miles, and is 
navigable more than 100 miles from its month, Its 
floods affect the Uraguay more than those of any other 
tributary, and its ordinary volume of water is equal to 
that of the Thames. The mouth is narrow, owing to 
a sundbank, Int extremely deep, and on the N, bank 
is a hamlet called Asungion, remnant of one of the 
missions founded on the eastern side of the U; A 
After passing the Ibicuy we enter upon @ su} are 
beautiful part of the river, which forms here the Cancha 
de Santa Maria, a sheet of water 3 miles wide and 16 
in length. The western bank is a succession of hill 
and dale, covered with orange-groves, until the 
rests northward on the lovely eminence crowned with 
palin-trees surrounding the chapel of La Cruz. War 
i place, the only one of 
the ancient missions that remains imtact. It was 
founded by the Jesuits in 1657, and is the most pictu~ 
resque of all their settlements. Orange-groves continue 
till we reach the mouth of the Aguapey, the only river 
of any magnitude on the W. bank—that is, in Misio- 
nes proper. Wooded islands occur between La Crnz 
and this point, at one or other of which we stop to 
take in fuel. A few miles above the Aguapey is an 
insignificant hamlet, called Alvear, after the Argentine 
al who beat the Brazilians in the battle of 


Ttaqn On in front of Alvear, is the Brazi- 
lian head-quarters in the Upper Urnguay: here they 
have 2 monitors, 8 gunboats, a large arsenal, and a 
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considerable garrison. The town is neither so large 
or so busy as Urnguayana, from which it is distant 

miles, but it is a more valuable military position, 
the river being here so narrow that the batteries com- 
pletely command all transit up or down, The Para- 
guayans made a descent on this place in 1865, 
defeated the Brazilian forces in a pitched battle, and 
captured the arsenal and shipping, in their march upon 
Urngnayana, The river is here very deep, never less 
than 23 fest even in dry seasons. There is a consi- 
derable trade in yerba-mate, and the inhabitants have 
well-built houses which cover the slope down to the 
river's side. In the vicinity thore are excellent pastures, 
for which reason the Jesuits established here an im- 
portant cattle estancia in the 17th century. 

The Butuhy rapids, abreast of the mouth of » river 
of the sime name, are formed by a ledge of rocks 
running 600 yards across the river from side to side, 
the depth of water over which rarely exceeds 3 feet: 
the current is so strong that, with full steam or 
vessel poises and trembles for a moment in o 
the “recife’. Although this place is in nearly 
degrees of lat., the v of 
becomes qnite tropical, the trees on either bank assum- 
ing a great height. The river flows through a narrow 
rocky bed, and is yery deep all the way to San Borja 

San Borja lies 3 miles inland from the river on the 
B®. bank. and dates its origin from the Jesuits, who 
founded a cattle estancia and a little chapel on the 
spot where the town is built. On the Argentine bank 
stands the mission of Santo Tomé, one of the best 
Known, this place having been for an interval the 
Jesnit capital: ever since the expulsion of the Or 
has been the residence of an Intendente for all 
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Misiones territory, and the present population is over 
2,000 souls. 

Santo Tomé enjoys « situation similar to that of La 
Cruz, crowning a hill over the river in the midst of 
verdant groves and thickets. We climb a steep ascent, 
sinking at every step into the sand: mud huts sur- 
rounded by orange. banana, and palm trees are in- 
habited by an indolent race of people, the women being 
the only worker The Jesuit college and church, the 
latter 90 feet high, were pulled down a few years 
(1870), and sold by the authorities for building materials. 
On the site is a bell, dated 1688. The hotel is a 
thatched house of sun-dried bricks, with a billard-table. 
There are no vegetables, the inhabitants spending their 
time in gambling or looking for treasure among the 
ruins, As the Uruguay is narrow, it is subject here 
to sudden rises, as much as 7 feet in one night and 
36 feet in 12 days. on which occasions you may see 
the snakes and iguanas taking refuge in the highest 
trees, 

Santo Tomé (270 miles) is properly the highest navig- 
able point of the Upper Urnguay, but there are some 
fine parts of the river, especially near San Xavier, of 
such marvellous beauty that the traveller will do well 
to hire horses and proceed by land to San Xavier, 
from which place he can return by canoe down stream. 

Concepcion is almost midway between Santo Tomé 
and San Xavier; the ruins, which ate of cut stone, 
cover an area of 140 acres, but are overgrown with 
orange and palm trees, cactus, ferns. ete. It was one 
of the finest of the missions, and the Portnguese, by 
order of Marquis Pombal, were 30 days burning 
The church was not de od, the walls still standing: 
it is approached by 15 stone steps, 160 feet long. 
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There are a few Inmdred inhabitants living in huts 
among the ruins, and from them the traveller will be 
able to procure horses to continue his journey north- 
wards, This part of the Uruguay is very difficult even 
for canoes, owing to the Garruchos rapids, abreast of 
which an English company is growing sugar. Rice 
also gives excellent results, the crop averaging 80-fold. 
The woods about Concepcion are dense, and in most 
directions impenetrable; they are not considered safe, 
having nearly as bad reputation for * matrer as 
the woods near Apostolos mission. The San Isidro 
rapids, 6 miles above Concepgion, are dangerous, 
as well as those near the island of Santa Maria 
Mayor. 

m Concepgion to San Javier (26 miles) we cross 
6 streams, which rise in the Sierra de Misiones and 
fall into the Urngnay; one of the largest is the Santa 
Maria. on the banks of which is the sugar-factory 
established in 1880 by Messrs. Morrish & Gelling, 
representatives of an English company, who have 
obtained a grant of 10 square leagues with frontage 
on the Urnguay from the mouth of the Santa Maria 
to that of the Itacuararé, and running back into the 
woods. All the inhabitants about here, mostly Brazi- 
lians, have small water-mills for grinding mandioca or 
Yerba, and are very hospitable. The road is lined with 
thick woods, in which the orang gone wild, 
At the of the streams sti ts the pa 


eae there by the Jesuits, to facilitate the passage 


Chase tot foithe rnins of San Javier is the house of D. 
Manuel Fraga, a Brazilian, whose hospitality to w: 
wellers makes us overlook the fact that his house ix 
built of the Jesuit remains. The Uruguay is not visible 
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from San Javier, being distant about a mile: the new 
village consists of a dozen houses, aud is the centre of 
a great trade in yerba-mate. It stands in an amphi- 
theatre of wooded hills, the most conspicnons object 
being Cerro Monja, about 8 miles off, which rises to a 
great height. At the foot of the Cerro are a chapel 
and a holy well, frequented by pilgrims. Luxuriant 
olive-groves must be penetrated before we reach the 
Uruguay, which is here 400 yards wide. 

There is a little colony of Italian wood-cuttors abont 
a mile N. of San Javier, who have canoes 80 feet long, 
made of a single trunk of timbé. A better class of 
canoe is made of cedar, 40 feet long, one of which can 
carry 4 tons of yerba. Sometimes these men take 
provisions for several months, and go up 100 miles to 
the Pepiry Guazi, where they make rafts of trunks 
of cedar, which they bind together by means of lianas, 
and launch them when the river rises, sweeping down 
with fearful velocity to Santo Tomé or Conbncitia and 
guiding them with poles over the rapids. Near the 
mouth of the Pepiry Guazi there is a Brazilian gar- 
rison of 500 men, a kind of military colony. The 
woods N, of San Javier are full of howling monkeys, 
ant-eaters, pumas, tapirs and tigers. 

The charge for a canoe down-stream from San Javier 
to San Isidro is $9 gold; the scenery is superb, both 
banks being thickly wooded. The Brazihan shore is hilly, 
and the river 500 yards across, with islands at inter- 
vals. The rapids of Santa Maria are passed, but 
those of San Isidro are formed by a double reef, not 
to be attempted. Such is the current that a German 
was drowned here, in 1880, and his body was recovered 
15 miles lower down. From San Isidro the traveller 
must return by land, 30 miles to Santo Tomé, from 
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which port the steamer sails every Friday morning, 
enabling him to reach Concordia by Saturday. 

The distance from Concordia to San Javier is 322 
imiles, 


XXXXIT Buenos Ayres to Cuyaba, 


Distance 2,504 utiles, time 20 days. 


Steamers usually run twice a month from Monte- 
video and Buenos Ayres to Matto Grosso, The first 
that over reached Cuyabi was the Corsa, Capt. David 
Brute, in 1856. Three yoars later, Capt. Page, U.S.N., 
went up in the exploring steam-lannel: Alpha; and in 
1862 Captain Bossi headed an expedition to explore 
the country between the river Paraguay and the tribu- 
taries of the Amazon, but the attempt proved unsuc- 
cessful. 

The route is by the Parand (Route 39) as far as 
Gorrientes, 835 miles, which is exactly one-third of the 
joumey. From Corrientes we coast the Chaco for 18 
miles, passing some “ obrajes" or wood-cutters’ settle- 
ments. At Tres Bocas there is a magnificent sheet of 
water, caused by the confluence of the Parana and 
Paraguay. The island of Cerrito, which has some 
sthitegie importance, is surmonnted by the Argentine 
flag, but was formerly held by Paraguay, On old maps 
it is marked Atajo. There are a chapel, hospital, and 
other tmildings: the interior is mostly swampy, but 
the banks are high. and npon them we see hundreds 
of crosses for Brazilian officers buried here during the 
War (1865-70), Tf was abreast of this island that the 
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Paraguayans boarded the Brazilian ironclads, but the 
Brazilians got under hatches and drove off the boarders 
hy volleys of hot water. A little higher, on the E. 
lank, is Potrero Piris, where the Paraguayans (May 24, 
1866) surprised the camp of the Allies and set it on 
fire. Every inch of ground from here to Curuzu and 
Curupaity is wet with the heroic blood of men defend- 
ing their country. At Curupaity the Allies sustained 
such a defeat, September 8, 1866, that it put a stop 
to the campaign for 12 months. 

Humayta (884 miles) is now a pile of roins, on the 
E. bank: ittwas for 2 years the Acropolis of Paraguay, 
daring which time it defied the land and sea forces of 
the invaders. Lopez had a chain across the river, but 
an unusually high flood enabled the Brazilian ironclads 
to pass upwards, in June 1868, which placed the Para- 
guayans between two fires, and some months later com- 
pelled them to retire to Angostura. 

Villa Pilar (912 miles) was known as Nembueti in the 
time of Francia, who permitted merchants to trade 
here, but no strangers to penetrate any further into 
the country. Here Luke Cressol and some others who 
descended the Bermejo (1826) were detained for some 
years, before being sent into the interior. The mouth 
of the Bermejo between this place and Humayté, 
about 300. yards wide. y wooded, and famous for 
fish. At present Villa Pilar is a place of no importance: 
it stands a mile from the river, surrounded by orange- 
groves, and has a handsome church. 

The Tibiquary (944 miles) falls into the Paraguay 
after a course of 400 miles, from the Yerbales or mate- 
fields of Misiones. It bid navigable and traverses a rich 
territory: before (1864) Lopez had ordered two 
steamers from Hngland, to trade on this river. Some 
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30 miles above the mouth of the Tibiquary, BH. bank. 
we pass Villa Franca, o little village. 

Villa Oliva (1,016 miles) is another village, with 
Here th 


tors are seen on the banks, some S feet long, 
motionless in the sun, and carpinchos in clos 
mify: these alligators live on fish and serpent 

Angostura (1,085 miles) is a narrow and difficult 
part of the river, where Colonel Thompson, with a 
small Paraguayan force, held at bay for some months 
all the land and water forces of the invading armies. 
A few miles higher is Villeta, where vessels may be 
seen taking in cargoes of oranges at all seasons of the 

ear. ‘The Paraguayan women, all in white, carry 
Tertata of fruit on their heads: these women heve a 
hearing and figure that Grecian sculptors would have 
taken for models, 

Lambaré, clad in luxuriant foliage, rises 312 feet in 
the clear blue sky, as a sentinel to the city of Asun- 
gion, Here the first Spaniards landed, and here fell 
the gallant Cacique of the Guaranies, whose name is 
preserved by the peak that marks his grave; far dobler 
mausolenm than the pyramid of Cheops or the “mole 
of Hadrian!” Sebastian Cabot was so impressed by the 
heroism of Lambaré and his people, that after losing 
28 of his followers he re-embarked and descended the 
river, leaving the conquest of Paraguay to his succes- 
sor, Juan de Ayolas. 

The Pileomayo disembogues into the Paraguay on 
the 6pposite bank, and « little lower down is the new 
town of Formosa, built by the Argentine Government 
for the governor of the Chaco: a swampy place, full 
6f mosquitoes. ‘The Pilcomayo is a river of 1,500 miles, 
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rising near Chuquisaca in Bolivia: on its banks the 
French explorer Crevaux and his party were killed by 
Tndians, in L880. 

Asungion (1,115 miles) is rising from its rnins, hav- 
ing been unnecessarily bombarded by the Brazilians in 
1870, The beautiful palace built by Lopez has been 
repaired, and is now used for the Bank of Paragna: 3 
The city was founded on August 15, 1586, and is ‘i 
years older than Buenos Ayres. The pee are 
very picturesque, and full of tropical beauty. There 
is a good hotel, where horses may be procured for 
exenrsions in the snburbs. Dr. Stewart is British 
Consul. 

As we ascend the river from Asungion the picture 
is one of great beaitty, the city covering the same slope 
as it did 300 years ago, and not much changed since 
the days of Yrala: and Antequera. Abont 30 miles 
higher, at the mouth of the Confnso, is Villa Occidental, 
the principal feature of which is Gebeler's saw-mill. 
This was the site of a French colony founded by L 
in 1955, under the name of New Bordeanx, The fate 
of which was disastrous. some of the colonists perish- 
ing in the woods in a vain attempt to escape; the sur 
vivors were sent home to France. It is now mostl, 
inhabited by Italian wood-cntters. The Penon is @ Tee 
rising precipitously from the river, which Lopez had 
some idea of fortifying. From the mouth of the Peri- 
beby to that of the Mandovira, on the E. bank, was 
a large cattle estancia of Lopez, and another some 
miles further was known as Caragnatay. 

Rosario (1,224 miles) is a ruined village near the 
mouth of a river choked with water-plants. Captam 
Page found here large quantities of Guyaba Blanca, a 
species of white wax deposited by ants and msed for 
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making candles, The ruins are infested with tigers, 
the inhabitants having all perished in the war against 
Brazil. Some tame Indians frequent the Chaco, who 
live by fishing, and here begins a magnificent palm- 
forest, called Monte Lindo, which extends for some 
miles; the Paraguayan side is swampy. It is remark- 
able that here, as in the Uruguay, palms are never 
seen on both banks at once. 

San Pedro (1,243 miles), at the mouth of the Jejuy, 
was a thriving town before the war, but is now only a 
hamlet. The Jejuy is one of the principal affnents of 
the Paragnay, rising in the Maracayi mountains, water- 
ing the country of the Cayngui Indians, and after a 
course of 100 miles falling into the Paraguay. For « 
time it was believed that gold existed in the i 
hills, and the late Colonel Wisner perished in « 

ition to this purpose in 1877. From Asuncion to 

Pedro the Paragnay has an average depth 45 
feet, never less than 20 feet, and the width is com- 
monly 1,200 yards, the banks seldom rising more than 
15 feet. 

Concepyion (1,349 miles), at the mouth of the Ipané, 
is the third city of Paraguay, with 2,000 inhabitants, 
Before the war it was a place of great commerce, often 
exporting § million Ibs. of yerba-mite in a season. 
The distance inland is 70 miles to the yerbales, which 
cover 4,800 square miles. We have not seen a house 
on the Chaco side since Villa Occidental, but at night 
may be seen groups of Indians dancing round huge 
fires. 


San Salvador (1,422 miles), on a pleasant hill on the 
E. bank, is the last group of habitations in Paraguay, 
and here Dr. Stewart has a coffee-plantation. At the 
close of the war (1870) the only inhabitants left were 
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8 men and 12 women, when the Caduveos came down 
from Matto Grosso, killed the men, sacked the place, 
and carried off the women. A few miles below San 
Salvador we pass the mouth of a little river, called 
Aguidaban, on the bank of which were killed Lopez 
and his son Pancho, who refnsed to surrender to the 
Brazilians (March 1870), 

Rio Apa (1,518 miles) is now the frontier of Para- 
gnay and Brazil, but Francia and Lopez always claimed 
as far as Rio Branco, 80 miles higher, The military 
post formerly kept at the month of the Apa was known 
as Confluencia; it is now deserted. the Chaco on the 
opposite ‘side heing held by warlike Indian tribes, The 
scenery from San Salvador hither has been very fine, 
especially at Itapued Guazi hill range, and at Cerros 

rados, which latter take their name from the purple 

with which they are covered. 

cho dos Morros (1,588 miles), or * the mountain 
gate,” is an island in mid-stream, which seems to bar 
further progress, rising fo a height of 1,300 feet, clad 
in forest timber, There is a channel W- of the island, 
140 yards wide. Nothing can surpass the splendid 
view at this point, Pan « car overshadowing the 
river from a height of 1, et, but it is a deadly 
place. The trees are called Barrigones or pot-bellied, 
from their dropsical appearance, and the same disease 
attacks any one who settles here: a garrison of Bra- 
zilians succumbed to it in 1871. A wooden eross marks 
the commander's grave, and we see alsa the charred 
remaii wck which the Indians burned. The 
silence and solitude of the spot are only broken by cries 
of toucans and other birds. A forest of palms on the 
Chaco side stretches away as far as the eye can reach. 
Four expedition 54S) from Paraguay set ont 
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fromm Pan de Azucar ty cross the Chaco to Pern, but 
the last under Trala was the only one that succeeded: 
this place was then known as Candelaria 

Fort Olympo (1,635 miles) stands on ao hill of the 
aiine name, on the Chaco side, 45 feet over the river 
which is hore 600 yards wic It was built by Charles 
TH, in 1798, garrisoned by Francia in 1822, and after- 
wards seized m turns by Brazilians and Paraguayans, 
till in 1865 it was dismantled by Lopez, who puniled 
down the bastions aud officers’ quarte The outer wall, 
100 feet on each side, 14 feot high and 2'4 thick, is still 
almost perfect, There is a range of hills in the back- 
gronnd, nearly 600 feet high, which command the 
position. A stone wall rons up the hill, to serve asa 
fence for keeping cattle near the fort, which is deserted, 
limt claimed by both Brazil and Bolivia. The Rio 
Branco debonches on the opposite bank. 

Plains of grass only « few feet above the river, suc- 
ceed for many mil till we see another palm-forest 
on our right, called Neboloqt in the province of Matto 
Grosso. Here the Caduveo Indians have their wigwams 
They often barter cows or tiger-skins for brandy and 
shirts with passing steamers. They are a muscular, 
broad-chested, eopper-coloured race, and such powerful 
Swunmers that the captain has to put on full steam to 
prevent them from boarding us, In the deep and rapid 
current they plunge, dive, und wrestle for the biscuits 
wad bottles of brandy thrown them from the steamer 
Salt plains extend westward, and then a forest of que- 
bracho. The banks of either side are hardly 6 feet 
Over water. Uolonel Paradise established a colony here 
in 1870, but was murdered by his servants, in return 
ing t Bolivia. and the colonists were lett to starve. 
They were resened by Rocha Furia’s steamer after 
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subsisting wholly on fish. Dorado, pact, ete., are caught 
here, weighing 20 Tbs, 

The Oliden grant extends from this point (Bahia 
Negra) northward to 17-45» §, latitude,. covering 5,000 
square miles, watered by the Otuquis. It was ceded 
in 1882 by the Bolivian Congress to Don Mannel 
Oliden, who founded the colony of Santiago, where 
some rice, coffee, and mandioca are cultivated, 110 
miles N.W. of Corumbé. He sold his rights to Mr 
Vernet, of Buenos Ayres, who failed to Oar 4 com= 
piny in London to colonize the lands. Captain 
Greenleaf Cilley led an exploring party up the Otuquis 
in 1874, and after terrible privation safely returned. 

Fort Coimbra (1,81 0miles) stands in latitude 19°55'43", 
and longitude 57°52’ 82”. on a hill of the same nate, 
sloping to the river. The hills on either side of us are 
450 feet high, and the spur on the W. bank, where 
the fort is built, rises 40 feet above the water. The 
Brazilian flag surmounts the batteries, embrasures with 
12-pounders; some facing up, some down, the river, 
which is 600 yards wide. It is a quadrangle of solid 
stone, the upper part newly built, with officers’ quarters 
two stories high, and outside the walls are numerous 
huts with women and cbil . Supplies are obtained 
from the village of Albuquerque or the neighbonring 
Indians. It is the first habitation that we have seen 
for nearly 700 miles on the W. lank since passing 
Villa Occid . It was |nilt in 1775, to curb the 
Guaycuris, b latter surprised and killed all the 
garrison in 1778. The Bolivian frontier is supposed to 
come within 10 miles of the fort, but all the country, 

swampy, is held by the Gnayeuri 
Brazilian Government treats with 
Byery consic Barrigon trees ce 1 many of 
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the hillsides, but have been for the most part cut down 
on account of their pernicious effect. One mile inland 
is a remarkable cave, having an area of 2,000 square 
feet, with stalactites and stalagmites like rows of sen- 
tinels, s6me of which when broken off weigh 250 Ibs. 
The eave can only be entered by wading ‘ap to the 
knees in water, In u forest of ugnaribay we hear the 
first singing-birds since we left Buenos Ayres, and 
passing a plain on which are some deer we reach the 
magnificent peak, Conselhio, 1,500 feet, clad jn a variety 
of rich timber. From here to Albuquerque the sconery 
is of the most superb character— islands, forests, and 
mountains, 

Albuquerque (1,880 miles) is an old Indian mission, 
2 miles from the river, on the W. bank. The people 
live in the ntmost simplicity and happiness. surrounded 
by groves of frnit-trees, and cultivatmg mandioca and 
maize, besides which they have plenty of goats, pigs, 
and poultry. The sierra rises behind the village. The 
Taqnary, a river 200 miles long, falls mto the Para- 
guay, on the E. bank, a little higher up. 

Cnrumbé (1.986 miles) comes in sight os we get 
abreast of the great Brazilian arsenal of Ladario, wl 
800 workmen are constantly employed. Batteries on 
the binff are pointed east, north and south, for Cn- 
rombd is the converging point of 3 great high Fr 
and a port of such trade that it is supposed the seat 
of government will soon be removed hither from Cuyali 
The traveller may proceed 300 miles further by the 
fiver Paraguay, due N. to Villa Maria, usually by canoe 
(the after-part covered with straw r gainst the sun 
and sometimes by light-draught mer of Del Sar’s 

. He may go ov d by mule to Bolivia, 
th nearest town being + d » Chignites, 280 
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miles, a journey of 14 days. Lastly, he may continue 
his voyage to the capital of Matto Grosso, by steamer, 
which takes from 8 to 10 days, according to depth of 
water. Curambé is 70 feet over the river, covers much 
ground, and has some fine public buildings; population, 
8,000 souls. Wooded hills come so close that tigers 
are often sven on the highway from here to Ladario. 
A hunter nay Moreno has killed 193 tigers, the 
cattle-ownors giving him a prize of Sd per head, besides 
which he gets $10 for the skin, A tiger weighs 200 Ibs, 
An Italian named Colombo has a large model farm 
12 miles from town. All vegetables are dear except 
maize and inandioca. Horses and mules may be bought 
for £25; oxen, £15 each, English sovereigns beng 
much used. The shops, mostly kept by Strasburg Jews, 
are well stovked with European goods, by no meaus 
dear. There are many French and Italians, and the 
vhurch is served by 8 Capuchin friars from Italy. 
The farmers round about are very wealthy, and cattle 
so abundant that they may be bought a/ corte for $15; 
beef. however, sells at 10 cents per lb, Tame cows 
are often used instead of mules. The Chiquitos Indiimns 
trade here, One of: their beautiful feather hammocks 
costs from $300 to $500! The traveller will find the 
moti and other beautiful birds for sale at reasonable 
prices. Although Curumba (19° S. lat.) is farther from 
the equator than the capital, it is much hotter. 
Leaving Curumba we continue to ascend the Para- 
guay, passing some wooded hills on the Bolivian side, 
where the rocks almost meet over the river. After 10 
hours’ steaming we come in view of Cerros Dourados. 
& magnificent range of mountains, the upper parts bare, 
the lower covered with timber, Guato Indians live in 
the woods, and are seen fishing in their canoes: they 
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are quite friendly, and of admirable physique. The 
wife manages the canoe, while the man stands on the 
prow with arrow on bow-st ready to shoot the fish. 
The parents are copper-coloured, but the children are 
#0 fair that one would think they wore stolen English 

hildren. The Guatos do not tattoo: they and the 
Gnuanas are the best of the Indian tribes in these waters. 

Dourados (2,112 miles), where we see the remains of 
the old Brazilian arsenal, is now only a woodentter's 
station, a dreadful place for mosquitoes and sand-flies. 
The arsenal was burnt by the Paragnayans in 1864. 
An old Scotchman, named Youle, lives 30 miles N 
with his family. About 27 miles higher we leave the 
river Paragnay, after navigating it more than 1,000 
miles, and enter the San Lorenzo, which is by no 
means so wide. The terrible Coroados. falsely accused 
of cannibalism, infest the banks on our right, but are 
tarely seen by day. 

Bananal (2)174 miles) is « woodeutter’s station, the 
last habitation before we enter the Coroado country: 
Here lives a planter named José Luis, who has two 
sons, lawyers at San Paulo. Shoals of alligators are on 
ther bank, the country heing low and swampy, but 
well-timbered: the payna is a tall tree covered with 
bulls of white cotton as big as oranges, which serve to 
make pillows. Deserted huts are seen, whose inhabi- 
tants were killed by Coroados, near the Boca de San 
Juan, sid from this point the San Lorenzo changes 
its mame and becomes Rio Cuyalsi. 

Tres Hermanos (2,288 miles) is « bend the 
fiver, abreast of the village of Poconé, 35 miles W.. 
all the country eastward being held by the Coroados 
Here the Cuyabd ix often so narrow that the trees 
sttike ns as we pass: the Formiguora is s¢ called becanse 





THE ARGENTINE REPURLIC 


it is alive with ants, which rain upon us if by chance 
we touch it. Deer are plentiful, some white and as hig 
as in Scotland; also tigers and monkeys, while the 
banks are covered with hundreds of alligators, up to 
J4 feet in length. Clouds of white birds may be seen 
on some trees, and at a distance it is hard to distingnish 
them from the Payna cotton-frnit. We meet at times 
“igarités”, a species of covered canoe, descending the 
river with hides and other products to Curambé, mostly 
owned by Italians. 

The ruins of Melgasso are on the E. bank, the 
blackened ratters of the chapel being visible, and @ few 
wooden crosses; the place was burnt a few years 
by the Coroados. Anthills are numerous, looking like 
stmmps of trees. At last we reach the hut of Juan 
Agustin, a tiger-killer, the first habitation that we have 
met for 200 miles: tiger skins, $5 each, A couple of 
miles further is the comfortable farm-house of Teobaldo, 
surrounded with sugar and tobacco fields, the latter 
resembling big cabbage. Fazendas now become fre- 
quent on both banks, sngar and tobacco being equally 
cultivated, We see negro children horribly swollen out 
from eating clay, which habit ultimately kills them. 
Dogs have an emaciated appearance from drinking 

e that flows from the sugar mills. Groves of 
‘i shelter some of the farm-honses: the 
is known in England, and Southey says 
od np on the Cornwall coast before the dis- 
covery of America. 

Itaicis (2,418 miles) is a dangerous reef, where the 
steam-launch sometimes has to “transfer her passengers 
to an igar s or farmers have cattle 
and poultr hie! to passing vessels, living 
themselves chiefly on fish, fruit, and mandioca. They 
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nse as remedy forague a kind of chocolate-paste called 
(Gmarani, prepared by Indians on the Amazon, the price 
of which is here $10 per Ib. The stream is so rapid 
that § strong zingadores (so called from the zinga, or 
pole) of the Guand Indians cannot advance the igarité 
more than 2 miles an hour, There is a short cut 
through the woods to San Antonio, a walk of 6 miles, 
by which passengers ayoid 8 hours of navigation. 
San Antonio (2,472 miles) is not seen from the river, 
but a mountain of the same name which rises behind 
the town. Travellers usually stop and take siesta in 
hammocks at the hospitable fazenda of Senhor Pedro, 
close to the river, and wait till their boat arrives. 
There is « road overland to the capital (31 miles), and 
tame cows may be hired for riding, but on account of 
the heat the steam-launch or covered canoe is prefer- 


able. 

Gnyabé (2,508 miles) is seen as we pass the month 
of the Coxipés. A signal by means of semaphore is 
communicated to the city and a gun announces the 
arrival of the monthly mail, The river is lined with 
neat farms and plantations, which supply the city with 

bles. Landing at the naval arsenal the traveller 
find tame cows for riding. or may prefer to go afoot 
to the capital. which is 2 miles inland. Cnyabé was 
fonnded in 1722 by Portuguese gold-diggers, and after 
tain small nuggets are picked up in the streets. The 
streets are narrow and irregular, but the public build- 
ings are fine, especially the cathedral and Government- 
liouse in the principal square: the bishop's college, 
Which is a lange three-storied building on a hill; and 
4 parish churches There are two printing-office 
several schools, commodious barracks, hospitals, ete, 
and a population of 16,000 souls. There is not an 
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idler or a mendicant in the city. The military arsenal 
has 300 orphan boys, who are taught various trades, 
under a colonel, assisted by Lieutenant Tapajoz: the 
naval arsenal has 80 boys. The bishop's college has 
two branches, one for clerical, the other for | 

ents, the latter having classes for French, Englis 
Portuguese. There is no hotel, but one or other of the 
merchants always invites strangers to his house, The 
exports amount to £120,000 per annum, including 
£15,000 of gold and diamonds. The return voyage 
from Cuyabé to Curombé takes only 4 days. 
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PART IIL. 


CITY OF BUENOS AYRES. 


This is in many respects the most important city of 
the Southern ‘hemisphere. In population it surpasses 
Rio Janeyro, Melbourne and Sydney, and in tonnage 
entries it compares with the great ports of Europe or 
North America. 











Population. Tonnage entries. 

535,100 3,750,000 

420,000 1,800,000 
Melbourne 458,000 2,150,000 
Sydney... 382,000 2,380,000 





Buenos Ayres was founded on February 2nd 1535 by 
Pedro de Mendoza, who had a force of 14 vessels and 
2,000 men. The site marked out by him was between 
the present Plaza Mayo and the church of Santo Do- 
mingo. Hostilities occurred between him and 3,000 
Querandi Indians camped near the Riachuelo, while the © 
garrison also suffered from hunger, and in two years 
his force was reduced to 500 men. Fresh supplies 
arrived from Spain in 1538, but in 1541 Irala, who 
had come down from Paraguay, removed the survivors 
to Asuncion, having burnt the city founded by Mendoza. 

The second “foundation was made by Juan de Garay, 
on June 11th 1580, comprising 144 blocks, that is 16 
parallel with the river and 9 in depth. This area seems 
to have comprised that portion of the city now extend- 
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ing from Calle Tucuman to Calle Comercio, and Wwest- 
ward as far as Calle Cerrito. Kach block was of the 
sume size as at present 140 >< 140 yards, say 4 acres 
English. In 1770 the city was divided into 6 parishes; 
Cathedral, San Nicolas, Piedad, Socorro, Monserrat and 
Concepcion, the population being then 20,000, inclad~ 
ing 1,500 Spaniards, 4,000 Creoles and the rest colored 
people, mostly slay 

A map of the city at the tine of the English inva- 
sion (1806) shews only 84 blocks fully built on; 7 on 
the north side of Plaza Victoria, west and south~ 
west, and 12 south. The chnreh of San Miguel stood 
in the suburbs, and gardens existed in Calle Victoria 
and Calle Piedras, where the Scotch church now stands, 


The area and population of the city at various dates 
were as follows: 


Mors s Popoiation, Ber were. 
250 
300 
435 
600 
810 
1,550 
2,400 9,600 


The average increase of population yearly was 2 per 
vent from 1780 to 1853, but after the fall of Rosas it 
rose to 4 per cent, from 1853 to 1883, and in the last 
years it has heen 7 per cent. As regards density of 
population Buenos Ayres compares as follows with 
other cities. 


Inhabinents yer sere: 


Buenos Ayres anchester, 85 Liverpool, 106 
London...... aris... .. 154 Vienna... 258 
Edinburgh.... 54 Berlin. ..,_. 265 = Rome... $41 
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The municipal area takes in not only the built portion 
lynt also the rural departments of Flores and Belgrano, 
thus covering altogether 45,200 ac Its extreme 
length from BE. to W. is 11 miles, and circumference 39 
tniles. Comparing this area with other cities we find: 

Actes. heron 


Buenos Ayres. 45,200 Berlin -.... 45,800 
Londes .. 84000 Dublin... 4,200 
Parts. 19,500 Hamburg... 2,900 


Tf the population of Buenos Ayres were to go on 
increasing 7 per cent per annum it would be 2,200,000 
in 1912, which is about that of Paris or New York at 
present. In other words the whole municipal area, as 
far as Floresta and Villa Devoto would be as thickly 
peopled as the 2.400 “cuadras” that are now bnilt on. 


The population of 1892 (compared from parentage of 
birth) compares with that of 1869 as follows: 
180, 1892 Increase 
Argentines... 9,664 99,500 Tt per cent 
ay 44957 224,800 433, 
68,500 390 
23,000 or 
195 


tarly Spanish settlers are still standing, and easily 
distinguished by their tile roofs. Those built in the 
18th century had flat roofs and no upper storey, which 
tireumstance proved of great use to the citizens in their 
gallant resistance against the British invasion under 
Whitelocke in 1807. Tt was not till after the fall of 
Geter Rosas, in 1852, that lonses of two or three 
storeys began to be built 
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Tn i887 the monthly rental of houses in currency 
dollars (worth 86 pence English) was as follows: 
Por tnth, Hou App. s300 


Not over 508. . 
50 to too. 

101 to 200. 

201 to 300. 

301 to 400... 210,000 
over goo... 3 680,000 


Torat 3,100,000 


his represented in English money £465,000 monthly, 
or nearly £5,600,009 per annum, which is equivalent 
estimating rents at 8 per cent.) to a capital value of 
70 millions sterling. 

During the “boom” of 1889 the value of house- 


property was estimated at 422 millions of gold dollars, 
£84,000,000. sterling, as follows: 


Class No Value, 
$ gold, $ gold 


11,400 249,000,000 21,700 
12,500 118,000,000 9,400 
13,490 4,100 
37,300 422,500,000 11,300 


The real value, however, was hardly 60 per cent of 
the above figures, the sales of the last six years shew- 
ing the following averages: 


Average per 6q, met 


‘of 3 best parishes of all 14 parishes 
3 gold $ gold. 
76 zt 
129 $3 
79 4 
1891 50 20 
Tt would appear, therefore, that the present valne 
does not exceed $250,000,000 gold or 50 millions sterling. 
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The value as compared with population in Buenos Ayres 
and other cities shews as follows:— 


$ gold per inhabitant. 








Buenos Ayres... 465 New York 930 
London 756 5 1,220 
Faris... 640 1,050 
Berlin 540 505, 





In 1887 the houses of the city shewed as tollows:— 











Containing. Houses. Rooms, 

Less than 6 rooms .. 14,714 52,543 
6 to 10 11,393 86,227 
ito 15 35338 42,392 
16 to 20 + 2,288 26,326 
over 20 + 1,828 53,970 
Torat...... 33,561 261,458 


This gives an average of nearly 8 rooms to each 
house. 

The aggregate value of houses sold in 5 years ending 
December 1891 was $394,200,000 gold, or £78,000,000 
sterling. The luyers and sellers were:— 














Buyers Sellers 
$ gold. $ gold. 

Argentines 181,600,000 213,000,000 

Italians. $1,400,000 47;500,000 

Spaniards. 19,500,000 18,100,000 

French. . 16,100,000 14,200,000 

British. . 7,100,000 

6,400,000 

32,900,000 

55,000,000 

Toran... 394,200,000 304,200,000 


The number of 


lation thus 





honse-owners compares with popu- 
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Population. Hottse-amners 


Argentines. . 99,500 10,789 
Tullans, . , 16,919 
Spanlards., 

French 

British. 

Germans. . 

Various, 


Tora... 


Tt appears that 8 per cent of the population are 
owners of house-property, and that Argentines, French 
and British shew even a higher ratio. Notwithstanding 
the extent of the city there are parts over-crowded, 
one-fifth of the population living in “conventillos” or 
tenement hov which have nearly doubled in 7 
years, viz:— 

Year Conventitlos Population Per house 
1885 1,868 64.200 38 
1890 5,142 103,550 33 

The death-rate in such houses is ve high. and 
affects the health of the city, 

There are 83 streets, of which 52 run from } 
to South, the others crossing at right angles: ave: 
length 8 miles, The appearance of the city is mono- 
tonous and dismal. the streets being only 40 feet wide, 
with high honses, each block or manzana covering an 
area of 4 acres, and the streets intersecting one another 
every 150 yards, The only street that has not changed 
its name sincé Garay’s foundation is the Calle Piedad, 
and at the corner of this str aud Florida may still 
be seen (May 1892) one of the tile-roofed houses built 
by Garay's companions. Another remarkable edifice is 
the old Custom House, on the beach, at the foot of 
Calle Belgrano. 
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The Cathedrat stands on the site of a chapel built 
by Garay in 1580, in which were employed the first 
bricks made in the country. It was re-built in the 
following century, with two towers, but fell down in 
1752, when the architect Rocha crected the present 
magnificent church, 315 feet long, 144 wide, and cap- 
able of holding 9,000 persons, having nearly half the 
superficial area of St. Paul's, London. The exterior has 
a portico of 12 Corinthian pillars, facing the grand 
square. The interior is stately, with 12 side altars: 
the high altar is under the dome, which rises to a 
high of 115 feet. In the right aisle is General San 
Martin’s monument; in the left the entrance to the 
Chapter room, in which are the portraits of 15 bishops, 
from Dr. Carranza down to Dr. Escalada, the prede- 
cessor of the present prelate, Dr. Aneyros. The see 
was raised to an arch-bishopric in 1866. The Chapter 
consist of 9 Canons. Attached to the Cathedral is a 
spacious episcopal palace. 

Santo Domingo, Calle Defensa, is not a parish church, 
but attached to a convent of friars. The Dominicans 
had a smal) chapel on this spot in 1591, which fell 
down in 1677. A church was then built, which had 
the same fate in 1751. In this last year arrived from 
Ttaly one Antonio Marsella who built this church and 
San Telmo. The former cost $45,000, and has not 
since been altered, except that the western turret was 
erected in 1858. The convent was suppressed in 1823 
by Rivadavia, but he permitted Father Burke and 
another old priest to remain as care-takers. General 
Beresford mentions that in his quality of prisoner (1906) 
he met with much kindness from Father Burke. he 
eonvent has 45 cells, a spacious library, a refec- 
tory 60 feet in length. The church consists of three 
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In 1887 the monthly rental of honses in currency 
dollars (worth 86 pence English) was as follows: 
Vor month. Moures App, Menenie. 


Not over 508.. 15,262 
50 to 


This represented in English money £465,000 monthly, 
or nearly £5,600,009 per annum, which is eqnivalent 
(estimating rents at 8 per cent.) to « capital value of 
70 millions sterling. 

During the * boom” of 1889 the. value of house 
property was estimated at 422 millions of gold dollars, 
say £94,000,000 sterling, as follows: 


Value. Average. 
$ gold. $ gold, 


249,000,000 21,700 
118,000,000 9400 
5 00 4100 
422,500,000 11,300 
The real value, however, was hardly 60 per cent of 
the above figures, the sales of the last six years shew- 
ing the following averages: 
Average per sq, metre 


Years. 
1886 
1888 

1890 
1891 


Tt would appear, therefore, that the present value 
does not exceed $250,000,000 gold or 50 millions sterling. 
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The value as compared with population in Buenus Ayres 
and other cities shews as follows:— 


$ gold per inhabitant. 













Buenos Ayres 465, New York 930 
London 736 Sydney. 1,220 
Faris. 640 Melbourne. 1050 
Berlin. Ll 340 Liverpool . 505 
In 1887 the houses of the city shewed as follows:--- 

Containing Houses, Rooms. 

Less than 6 rooms . 14714 52,543 

6 to 10 11,393 86,227 

trios - 3,338 42,392 

16 to 20 + 2/288 26,326 

over 20 + 1,828 33,970 

Tora... 33,508 261,458 





This gives an average of nearly 8 rooms to each 
house. 

The aggregate value of houses sold in 5 years ending 
December 1891 was $394,200,000 gold, or £78,000.000 
sterling. The buyers and sellers were:-~ 











Buyers Sellers 
$ gold, $ gold. 
Argentines , . 181,600,000 213,000,000 
Italians. 51,400,000 47,500,000 
Spaniards 19,500,000 18,100,000 


14,200,000 
73,100,000 
6,400,000 

32,900,000 

55,000,000 


AL 394,200,000 344,200,000 





The number of house-owners compares with popu- 
lation thus:— 
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after his wito’s death. He spent his fortune on the 
orphanage, and was succeeded by his son, also « priest, 
who died in 1801, as recorded in a slab on the right 
of the altar, The orphans were removed to the Merced 
convent in 1823, 

San Juan, Calle Piedras, was built in 1749, and has 
a convent with 86 Capuchin nuns. The church is 
attended by French priests. 

Monjas, Calle San Martin, takes its name from the 
Dominican nuns, whose convent is attached. They are 
called Catalinus, after St, Catherine of Sienna, The 
church and convent were built in 1744: there are 40 
nuns, who follow an austere rule, General Auchmuty 
captured this convent with the 87th regiment in 1807, 
when the other points of Whitelocke's attack were un- 
successful. 

Holy Cross church, Calle Caridad, is attached to the 
Passionist convent. This was founded in 1884 by 
Father Fidelis (Rev. Kent Stone), who is still Superior. 
The church, which is a beautiful specimen of Gothic 
architecture, was built by the Irish residents in 1891. 
Here are usually 4 Fathers. who attend to sick-calls 
in the city when sent for. The Order has a branch- 
house at Salto, province of Buenos Ayres, and is build- 
ing another at Arroyo Luna, near Giles. 

Redemptorist chapel, Plaza Libertad, is attached to 
a college kept by German priests, founded im 1878. 

Trish Convent, Calle Rio Bamba, founded by Father 
Fahy in 1856, covers an area of two acres. It was 
turned into « hospital by the Sisters of Mercy during 
the great plague of 1871, after which the Lord Mayor 
and citizens of London sent the Sisters a donation of 
£22 eo their self-deyotion. The Sisters have an 
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orphanage of 120 Trish girls: annnal expenditure £710 
sterling, or nearly £6 per head. There are also convents 
of the Sacred Heart and the Sainte Union, composed 
mostly of Trish nuns, who have admirable schools for 
young ladies, at Palermo and Caballito. 

Balvanera, Calle Piedad, is a new church of great 
dimensions. Attached to it is a large college, St. Jo- 
seph’s, under the care of the Fathers of St. Vincent, 
for the education of boys. 

Bronos Ayres is at present divided into 12 parishes, 
besides the suburbs of Flores and Belgrano, and counts 
26 Catholic churches and 4 for Protestants. 

The English church of St, John, in Calle 25 de Mayo, 
was built in 1831, on a site given by the Government. 
The trustees were Messrs. Barton, Downes, Gowland, 
Garratt, Hallett, Zimmermann, Harratt, Lord, Lamont, 
and Rey. John Armstrong. The last-named gentlemen 
eame as chaplain, from Honduras, in 1825. The suc- 
cession of clergymen has been: 

Rey. John Armstrong... . 

Rey. Win. Armstrong. 

Rev. Barton Lodge... 

Rev. Martin Falkener. 

Rev. Chubb Ford... 

Rey. Francis Smith ....... 1871 

Kev, Lennox Robertson, 1886— 1838 
Rev, Pelham Ogle........ 1888 

The church holds 700 persons and has two pews, 
marked A. and B., for ship-captains. The school at- 
tached has 100 children. 

The Scotch church, Calle Piedras, was built in 1829, 
at a cost of £7,000, and has seats for 300 persons 
The school attached dates from 1842 and has over, 100 
children. The chaplains were: e 
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Rev. W. Brown, D. Di..... 1827 —1854 
Rev, James Smith, D, D...,. — 1854—1885 
Rey. Martin Fleming A. M 1883 


As the number of the Scotch farmers increased, so 
did the Presbyterian community. A chapel was built 
at Jeppener, near Ranchos, in 1858, another near Chas- 
comms in 1862. Services are also held at fonr sabnrbs 
on Sunday 

The American church, Calle C ntes, attended by 
English and American Methodists, is a handsome struc 
ture, built in 1870. The clergymen in charge haye 
been:— 

Rev. Mr. Parvin, ..,. 1825 
Rev. Dr. Goodfellow 1860 
Rex, Mr. Jackson. 1883, 
Rey, Dr. Drees... - 1888 

This church has a school attached, and gives fine 
concerts at intervals. 

The German Lutheran church, in Calle Esmeralda. 
was built in 1847, architect Edward Taylor. It holds 
300 persons and has a splendid choir. 

There is no city in the world where people of dif- 
ferent religions live in better harmony. Only 4 per 
cent. of the population are Protestants, the rethainder 
being Roman Catholics, except a v small number 
of Greeks and Jews. The religion of the masses has. 
meantime, been undermined by the Civil Marriage law, 
837 per cent. of persons married in 18M dispensing 
with any religious ceremony. 

There are 12 p or squares, varying im extent 
from 4 to 12 ac: 

Plaxa Maya, fe rly. Victoria, covering $ acres, has 
the Government House on the E. side: the Cathedral. 
episcopal palace and other buildings on the N. side, 
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and the Congress-hall on the South, The old Cabildo. 
built in 1711, stood on the W. side, but has been re- 
cently pulled down. The grand Bonlevard Mayo starts 
from here, and is to be prolonged to the Boulevard 
Callao: it has already cost $2,000,000 sterli 


ut Martin, formerly Retivo, at the north end 

, Covers 8 acres, tastefully laid out as a park 
with General San Martin’s equestrian statue in front 
of the barracks, The latter building was originally 
depot, built by the English slive-merchants m 170 
who had a monopoly for the sale of negroes. Bull- 
fights were held in this sqnare in the ISth century, 
and the ball-rmg was pulled down in 1818, Criminals 
wote executed here down to 1860, Some of tho Con- 
sulsand merchant-princes of Buenos Ayres have splendid 
houses in this square, 

Plaza Laralte, formerly Parque (4 acres), is in front 
of the Artillery magazine, founded by Moreno in the 
War of Independence, in which are preserved some 
enrious, oll Spanish pieces of cannon. On the N. sire 
in the year 1830 stood the Vauxhall Argentino, a 
pleasure-garden. The Plaza takysx its name from ua 
brave commander, whose statue is on a column in the 
contre, 

Plaga Libertad (4 acres), formerly called Hneco de 
Dona Engracia, was laid out as a garden in | and 
has a statne of Colonel Alsina. 

Plaza Lorea, in the tre of the city, has a water- 
tank 100 feet High. Tt is called alter Don Isidro Lorea 
and his wife, who were killed on this spot while de- 
fending the city. in the act of throwing hot water on 
General Whitelocke’s troops, in 1807. The market on 
the E. side was opened by Mr. Lanus in [S84 
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Plaxa Belgrano (8 acres), formerly Monserrat, was the 
drill-ground for colored troops, under Puyrredon, who 
aided to defend the city against the British invasion. 

Plasa Gth of June (12 acres) is near the Cinco Es- 
quinas, beautifully planted and laid ont, in the highest 
part of the city. 

Plaza Onee Setiembre (12 acres) is the extreme W,. 
end. There was in olden times a beef-salting establish- 
ment here, called the Miserere, and on this spot White- 
locke made his head-quarters on the morning of his 
assault on the city, oth July 1807, The principal 
wool-market of Buenos Ayres was established here in 
18658, until removed to Barracas in 1880, when the 
grounds were made into a handsome park. 

Plaza Independencia, formerly Concepcion, was the 
extreme S. end of the city only 50 years ago. It was 
entrenched and fortified in the defence of the city in 
1859 against General Urquiza. 

Plaxa Constitucion (12 acres), in front of the Great 
Southern railway terminus, is another elegant park, 
Tt was used as a wool-market down to 1880, 

Plaza Caridad (4 acres) is on the SW. ve of the 

i jjoining the terminus of the City of Buenos 

j away Co. 

Plaxa 29th December (12 acres) is the extreme south 
end: it is handsomely laid out, and on the N, side is 
she principal convent of the French Sisters of Charity, 

There are some minor squares, such as the Plaza 
Carmen or Bola de Oro, at the crossing of the streets 
Cordoba and Rodriguez Pena; the Plaza Temple at the 
crossing of Viamonte and Suipacha, where the Spaniards 
had an establishment for testing the temper (*temple” 
in Spanish) of their swords; and the Plaza Andes in 
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Calle Baloarce, adjoining the old Custom-house of the 
Colonial epoch. 

The city has also two promenades. The Paseo Julio, 
whioh runs along the beach from the Government 
house to the Retiro, was laid out by Governor Rosas 
in 1844 as an Alameda, and again tastefully adorned 
as # public garden in 1859, but it has since been cut 
up by the works of the Madero Docks. The Recoleta 
ees in front of the oldest city cemetery, covers the 

luff that overlooks the Waterworks: it was laid ont, 
by the Intendente Alvear, with consummate taste and 
regardless of expense, with grottoes, fountains, planta- 
tions, ete. 

‘The total area of plazas and promenades in Buenos 
Ayres (exclusive of Palermo Park) is 120:acres, or 
an acre to 4500 inhabitants, but if Palermo be in- 
eluded the park*area will be 960 ucres, or an acre to 
560 inhabitants. This compares with some other cities 
as follows:— 


Inbubltants to one aero of park 





Buenos Ayres... 360 Dublin. . jn 375 
Edinbarph.. 2... 410 Glasgow. 1,293 
Lonidon. . . tng Liverpool 11025 


wealth, beauty and fashion on Sunday 
afternoons, distant two miles on the 
tity. Tt was laid out by President Sarmiento in 187: 
and has-s fine avenue of palms, a zoological garden, ete 
Tt is not uncommon to see 300 splendid carriages and 
10,000 pedestrians, on a fine afternoon. 

The pablic buildings of Buenos Ayres are more re- 
pacicalle for show than solidi if we except the 
churches and some of the fo Banks. They are 
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mostly of brick and plaster. Nevertheless prodigious 
sums have been expended on them, as well as on pri- 
vate residences, It is estimated that in ten years end- 
ing 1890 a sum of £18,000,000 sterling has been spent 
in building, and this has been a principal cause of the 
crisis. 

The Casa Rosada ov Government House, not yet 
finished, has already cost £120,000 sterling. It was 
ou this spot that Juan de Garay built his fort in 1680, 
which was removed in 1688 to make room for a solid 
structure, the cost of which was 150,000 Castilian 
crowns (say £30,000): it had accommodation for a gar- 
rison of 150 men, besides the Viveroy’s family and 
suite, It was captured without firing a shot, hy Beres- 
ford, on 27th June 1806, bunt recovered by Viceroy 
Liniers on August 12th, when the total English rae 
1,200 officers and men, were made ‘prisoners of war. 
The fort. as it was called, saw many changes in suc- 
cessive years. It was occupied by British. French and 
American marines in 1859. A part of the site was 
for some time used as a Custom-honse, and afterwards 
as the General Post-oflice. 

The University and the National College are in the 
block where the old Jesuit College was situated. in 
Calle Bolivar, Here Father Falkner spent some years. 
and here, after the expulsion of the Jesuits, was con- 
fined and tortured the last of the Incas, Topae Amaru. 
The State Library is also in this block, on the west 
side, as well as the Museum. The latter is rich in 
fossils and contains many collections of birds, butter- 
fies, insects, coins and curiosities. Both the Library 
and Museum open to the public, free. 

The Mint is a handsome edifice, on the site of the 
old Barrack of the Negro Battalion, at the corner of 
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Defensa and Mexico, Professor Kyle is the Gévern- 
ment askayer, 

The Correo or Genoral Post-Office is a rambling struc- 
ture in Calle Moreno, which served as Government 
Honse until the erection of the Casa Rosada. The 
department is, meantime, admirably managed by Dr. 
Carlos Carles, the prosent Post-master General. The 
business has grown prodigiously, the number of letters 
received or delivered in Buenos s having averaged 
in the last 5 years 22,300,000 against 195,000 in 1862. 
The total city traffic averages 40,200,000 per annum, 
between letters and papers, or 74 per inhabitant, against 
40 in France and 61 in England. The ratio of dead- 
letters was 4 per thousand m the years 1888-90, Lut 
fell last year to 1%4 per thousand. The amount of 
money sent by post in 1891 was $26,400,000 currency 
(£.1,500.000), against. $3,100,000 in 1889, 

The Bolsa ox Exchange, was first called the Camuati 
or Bee-hive when established in Calle Cangallo: it was 
elosed by Rosas in 1841. A handsome Exchange was 
built in Calle San Martin in 1861, bat the number of 
members having risen to 2,500, the present superb 
bnilding was erected in 1885. It has frontage on Plaza 
Mayo, the chief business entrance being in Calle Piedad. 
Tt #n area of 3,600 sq, yards, and receives daily 
telegrams from Europe. It was the theatre of much 
speculation diring the disastrous years of inflation 
following on the Pree-hanking Law. The followir 
a table of Joint-stock companies lannched in the last 
10 years: — 
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Years. § currency. sterling. 
¥Sh2—Hy... 30,700,000 6,100,000 
1BBG—B7 vereeeres 141,300,000 20,400,000 
188889... 574,400,000 70,100,000 
ROOD cess ee ts 190,500,000 

Oi 6s seks ons 200,000 

10 years... * 00,000. : 
Land Co's... sas 165,800,000 

Railways... 1,000,000 
Insurunces......+++. 38,900,000 

Banks... : 137,800,000 

Sutidries. 6... 2.0.6. 356,600,000 


10 YEAS, e.ese.s.+» 950,100,000 


Tt is believed that 90 per cont of the capital sunk 
in the above enterprises may be regarded as hopelessly 
lost. The shares of many have declined 99 per cent, 

The Provincial Bank, Calle San Martin, built by Mr. 
Hunt in 1869, is a magnificent edifice, which cost 
£90,000, the principal hall being 120 feet long: this 
hank was founded in 1822, reformed in 1836 and again 
in 1858. It is now in liquidation, 

The balance-sheet of this bank in March 1892 com- 
pared with March 1891, reducing all accounts to enr- 
reney thus: 

1891 Ig92 

ASSETS: $ currency. 3 currency 
Bills........+. 124,700,000 62,800,000 
Bad debts {490,000 71,300,000 
Offical do..... 24,800,000 25,300,000 
Sundries... 000,000 17,300,000 
aii Ea csta gah 2,100,000 

TOTAL..... 219,800,000 800,000 
Liamiuertes: — 
Deposits, .... ts: $1,600,006 
Capital. : 500) 72,200,000 
Sundries, .... 25,000,000 

TOFAL ST | 
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The capital may be considered figurative, ax the 
cheqnes of depositors are selling (April 1892) at 60 per 
cent discount. The deposits in this bank in 1884 
reached £13,500,000 sterling, or one-half those in the 
Bank of England. There were 24,000 depositors, of 
whom 40 per cent were Italians, 28 per cent Argen- 
tines, 12 per cent Spaniards, and 20 per cent made up 
of French, Britieh, Germans ete. 

The National Bank was opened in December 1891 in 
the premises which once formed the Colon Theatre. 
Tt has 44 branches, all over the Republic, its capital 
consisting of an advance of $8,000,000 currency (say 
£150,000, from the Caja de Conversion. The balance- 
sheet of April 80th 1892 shewed thus: 


Amount, currency. Number. 
23,100,000 2,749 
21,200,000 3,243 


This bank has taken over the offices and some of the 
Imsiness of the late National Bank, which began in 1873 
with a capital of £1,600,000, afterwards raised to 
£10,000,000, and was closed in April 1891, owing 
70 millions to depositors. 

The London and River Plate Bank was the first 
European joint-stock bank in this part of the world. 
Tt was opened in small rooms behind the Cathedral, and 
moved in 1867 to its present site, corner of Piedad and 
San Martin, The grand hall 45 feet and 42 
feet high. There is a hydra ift for lowering or 
raising bullion, the vaults being cay s: the str 
room is 48 >¢ 12 feet. In June 1: n 
thased the Carabassa Bank at the opposite corner, 
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The English Bank of the River Plate is a simple, 
commodious structure in Calle Reconquista. There is 
@ gorgeous edifice in front of the London Bank which 
was erected for the English Bank, but its failure in 
1891 stopped the works. 

The South American Bank, facing the Merved church, 
is a building of no pretensions, and the same may be 
suid of the other new English banks, mostly in hired 
premises. 


The Talian Bank, in the best style of architecture, 
in Calle Piedad, is one of the handsomest buildings in 
the city. There is another Italian Bank called Banco 
Nuevo Italiano, for which « superb odifice has been 
constructed in Plaza Mayo. 


The Spanish Bank is « magnificent structure in Calle 
Reconquista. The French and the German Oversea 
banks are in the same street. 

Congress-hall in Plaza Mayo was built in 1863, but 
is too small. Proposals were solicited in April 1889 
to erect a new Hall in Calle Callao on a site of 8 acres 
at a cost of £1,200,000 sterling, exclusive of site or of 
ornamentation, but the crisis supervened. 

Theatres. There are at present 26 theatres, but the 
number constantly es, as the returns shew:— 


Theatres Spectators 


1887 35 1,506,000, 
1889 19 60,000 
1891 26 929,000 


The returns for 1801 shewed as follows: 
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Spectators. — Receipts, § currency. 
Gomedia,..-.... 201,000 430,000 
Pasatiempo. .... 143,000 187,000 
Politeama.....-. 101,000 124,00 
85,000 


35,000 
30,000 166,000 
ah 25,000 40,000 
16 others... 0. 96,000 


TOTAt +. 920,000 1,186,000 
Some of the foregoing, such as the Opera, Nacional, 
Onrabia and Politeama are spacions and magnificent 
honses, The San Martin was accidentally burnt last 
year. The Odeon is a handsome new theatre, built by 
Mr. Bieckert. The gross receipts of theatres in thre» 
vities compare thu: 


Per inhabitant 


£ sterling, shillings. 


Buenos Ayres... 67,000 
Laodon.2,..-..-- 450,000 
Patls.....2,2+,+.+ 1,280,000 3 

The average number of spectators in Buenos A 
ix 3,000 per night or one in 180 inhabitants. Th 
are also two #yentones or ball-conrts, the Euskara 
covering 4 acres, in Calle Rioja, and another in Calle 
Cordoba: the stakes played for in 1891 amounted to 
$5,330,000 currency or £800,000 sterling. 

Tt is recorded that the first theatre in Buenos Ayres 
was built in 1778 by the Viceroy Vertiz on the site 
known as Rancheria, where the Central Market now 
stands. Tt was accidentally burnt.a few years later by 
@ rocket falling on the roof, which was of canes. Tn 
184 the Argentino was Iuilt, facing the Me church, 
for 30 years this was the principal evening rendezvous. 
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In 1806 small theatre stood on the Hueco de 
Animas, at the corner of Calle Reconquista and Plaza 
Mayo, and here the Viceroy Sobremonte was sitting 
with his family when the news reached him of Beres- 
ford’s landing at Quilmes: it was enlarged by Rosas, 
who gave a grand ball here in 1851. Subsequently a 
joint-stock Co. bought and pulled down the old theatre, 
and on the same site erected in 1856 the magnificent 
Colon Opera-house, of which the architect was Mr. 
Charles Pellegrini, father of the actual President of the 
Republic. It held 3000 persons, but was afterwards 
converted into the National Bank, and is at present 
used for the offices of the new Argentine Bank, There 
was a theatre called Victoria, built in 1833 in the street 
of that name; when digging for foundations the work- 
men came on a trench full of the bones and uniforms 
of British soldiers killed in 1807, This theatre was 
pulled down in 1872. 

Markets. There are 20 markets, and the returns for 
1891 skew as follows, for consumption: — 

Set Sea 
42,900 77,490 2,310 
63,600 63,800 1,850 
31,100 21,400 11,330 
ass 26,800 52,000 = 

Rivadavia ..... 20,900 29,900 250 

Florida, . 16,600 33,300 14to 

Comercio: , 13,400 17,900 1,260 

Independencia... 13,500 12,600 go 

Garibaldi,,,-... 19,400 17,500 530 

Pilar, 0.5 20,800 29,900 370 

Libertad. ....-. 16,000 1,210 

S. Cristobal - 17,200 . to 

8 others... 4+. 124,500 4240 

TOTAL... 426,700 607,500 1,187,000 35,360 
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The city also consumed 11,000 pigs, 610,000 brace 
of partridges, 30,000 rabbits, 1,600 tons of fish, 
39,500,000 eggs, 700 tons cheese and butter, 9,800 tons 
fenit, and $2,000 tons flour. The consumption of meat 
at various dates was:— 


ae: a 

9,100 16,400 57,800 
620 ‘820 7,850 33 
199 700 310 18 28 


910 17,920 66,960 968 731 a7 


Tt is evident that there was a great waste of meat 
in 1822 and 1854. At present the consumption ce 
pares with other cities thus 


Moat, tbs. per fnhabitant 
Buenos Ayres... 274 Munich,..., 166 
Pari Bes get 867, London .. 128 
99 Dublin... 60 
92 Melbourne... 265 
242 Rosario .... 264 





‘There were two markets in the time of the Spaniards: 
the Mereado Viejo, whe ai Central Mar! 
in Calle Peru, and the Perdi 
on the site where stands Gene ral Belgrano’s statue in 
Plaza Mayo. The Plata market was built in 1859, 
burnt m 1863, and afterwards rebuilt. The Comercio 
was built m 1862, the Lorea in 18f4, the Indepen- 
deneia in 1866, the Florida in 1867, and the others 
later, 

Chile. There are 55 clubs. The first established in 
Buenos Ayres was the Sala de Comercio, opened in 1811 
at the house of Dojia Clara, widow of Captain Taylor, 
iu Calle Tres Reyes, now Culle 25 de Mayo, whi 
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British merchants met daily. It was enlarged in 1822, 
under the direction of Mr. Love, who provided it with 
a library of 600 volumes, and still farther improved it 
in 1829, with maps, telescopes, ete.; the members were 


1) in number, and dined together 4 times a year at 
Faunch's hotel. 

In 1841 Mr. Thomas Duguid founded the Cli de 
Residentes rangeros, in Calle San Martin, being- 
joined by the other merchants, who elected him first 

~ president; in 1880 the club was moved to its present 
commodious premises in Calle Victoria. The com- 
mittee liberally allow visitors the use of the elub for 
% months gratis, and tickets may be had from the 
manager. 

The Progreso, the best native club, was founded after 
the fall of Rosas (1852) by Messrs. Alvear, Posadas, 
Elizalde, and Estrada; it has splendid apartments and 
is known for the most brilliant balls in South America. 
Tt admits foreign residents. 

The Plata, founded in 1860, is another elub of the 
best native society, and likewise admits foreigners; its 
balls ave very splendid. 

The Industrial Club, founded in 1875 by Messrs. 
Daumas, Schwarz, Gimenez, Godet, Alcantara, Berthe, 
Zamboni, Leroux, Sommer, Peck, Schlesinger, Cayol. 
ete., is simply a body of Protectionists, whose influence 
las sufficed to imposé oppressive duties on European 
imports. 

The English Literary Society, founded in 1876 by Rew. 
Dr, Smith, M. Forrester, Dr, Hirou, Messrs. Day and 

ate., has a library of 3,000 volumes, and gives 
dramatic entertainments and lectures; there are 350 
members. 
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The Argentine Geographical Soviety meets at int 
vals, and publishes @ journal its labours, inclu 
recent explorations in Pata i 
Moreno, Fontana and Ramon Lista have carried out 
important discoveries. 

The Rural Society, founded in 1866, by Messrs. New- 
ton, Martinez de Hoz, and Olivera, has 200 moumbers. 
hers, who meet at No. 35 Calle Pert, and have a fine 
library. Entrance $20, subscription $6 per annum. 
President, Leonardo Pereyra; Vico-Presidents, Mariano 
Acosta and Richard Newton; Secretary, Miguel Nazar; 
‘Treasurer, José Berdier. 

There are German clubs, the Germania, Turnver- 
¢in, Vorwarts, Concordia, and 6 others, mostly of « 
musical, athletic, or philanthropical character. 

The Amatenr Dramatic Club, composed of British and 
American residents, gives admirable performances in 
Bnglish at intervals, for benefit of charitable institutions. 

The Ladies Club, founded by Hon. Mrs. Pakenham 
in 1891, has commodious apartments at George Mercer's 
Restaurant, Calle Florida, and is a convenient rendez. 
yous for ladies who come into town for shopping or 
visits. Entrance $20, subscription $5 currency per 
month. 

Carriayes. At the census of 1770 Buenos Ayres was 
formd to have 16 carriages and 24,000 inhabitants 
The returns of wheeled vehicles in late years shew 
thrs:— 
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The fare for hack-coaches ‘ 75 cents to any part of 
the city (say a shilling), or 1.50 per hour, 

Municipality, The city is governed by an Inten- 
dente or mayor and a council of 31 members. It is 
proposed to build a fine town-hall; the present offices 
are in Calle Victoria, The official statement of finances 
is as follows: 


Herenwe, Texpennon 


1887 $100,000 10,060,000 
1888 3,050,000 14,780,000 
1889 7,060,000 25,760,000 
1890 6,860,000 11,950,000 
1891 7,150,000 8,070,000 
§ years... 31,220,000 70,620,000 


It appears that expenditure in the last 5 years was 
much more than double the revenue: the deficit was 
almost 40 millions, The debt on Dec. 3ist 1891, of 
the city, was:— 

$ currency £ steding 

London Youn... - — 2,000,000 
Internal debt. 49,750,000 2,790,000 
Floating do 17,930,000 950,000 
TOTAL. s+. 5,050,000 


The Policia oceupies a ‘manzana’ of 4 acres at the 
worner of Calles Moreno and Zeballos. It is a fine 
building and cost over £200,000 sterling. The Chief 
Of Police, Dr. Daniel Donovan, is son of an Irish re- 
sident. The cit vided into 28 sections, each under 
4 Commissar. The total police staff consists of B30 
@emmissaries, inspectors, etc., and 8,045 policemen, in- 

(5, the annual expenditure 
or £150,000 sterling, that 
eat) per man, wher the London force costs E97, 
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aud the Paris £140, per man. The force compares in 
number with those cities thus: 








Police. Populatfon. Ratio. 
London. 12,200 4,200,000 one in 350 
Paris .. 8300 2,400,000» +288 
Buenos Ayres... 33375 535,000» +» 160 


The force in this city is relatively twice as numerous 
as in London. This is accounted for by the rapid in- 
crease of crime, as shewn by the following official 
statistics for the city: 

1831. 1886.8. 

22 37 69 

476 = 686-1492 

1,123 1,105 2,600 

145 139 S07 

1,706 1,967 4,068 





Assault, of course, included vases of stabbing, many 
of which proved fatal, as the bills of mortality last 
year shewed 899 from “wounds”. If we take the cases 
of murder and assault, and those of robbery, they will 
result, compared with population, thus: 





‘the weapons employed by criminals in the murders 
and assaults of the last 6 years were:-— 

796 
2,793 
2,313 
5,402 

The nationality of arrested criminals in 1891 com 
pares with 1882 as follows:--- 








Ty 
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158. 

526 

304 

. 166 

French .......44 or 
Germans. 

Britlsh oye. sees 12 

Various .ecice. nny 


TOTAL. 6 BaF 


The number ineamaneet 250 per cent. in 9 years. The 
ages of the criminals compared thus ;— 

Agee 152. ro Inerense. 
Under 20........ 267 1,008 T41 
2O—GO...s seen = 959 3,224 2,265 
Over 50... ‘ 47 2 65 
TOTAL..-.., 273 434) HOTE 

The sex and condition of arrested criminals shewed 


thus:— 
M 


Married, 
Vomarried 
TOTAL 
Women, 
Married, 
Unmarried 
Toran 


GxAND TOTAL ats MOTE 
Arrests for dratikennesa happily shew a great decline 
in the last 4 years, viz: 
i887 isn. 
Angentines ,... 145255, 5,105 
i 614g 
n A 3078 
French ..2... 1,586 
British... r 1452 
Germans. ....+ 352 
Various... 2 


TOTAL... 
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It is very remarkable that while drunkenness has 
declined 60 per cent. in 4 years, crime has increased 
150 per cent., viz:- 





1887. two. 
Crimes....... 1,876 4,688 
Arrested criminals. 1,569 41344 


This seems to shew that, at least in this country, 
intemperance has no relation with crime. 

Buenos Ayres has two prisons, the Denstentiary. 
which is situated near Palermo and contains $38, and 
the Correctional prison which had last December 82. 
criminals. The Segregate of the same shewed thus in 


Inmates. 





1,020 


The police statistics shew the amount of property 
stolen thus: — 





Stolen. 
1883 120,000 
1887 284,000 
1891 1,474,000 


The Fire- Brigade has its head-quarters in Calle Bel- 
grano and comprises 505 men, in ¢ companies, includ- 
ing 28 officers. It has.a good supply of engines and 
horses, and a floating battery, The annual expenditure 
is $400,000 currency or £25,000, that is £50 a man. 

The force compares with other cities as follows 

Men, Do. per 100,000 pop. 
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During 6 years ending 189! the average value of 
property destroyed by fire was $3,600,000 per annum, 
say £250,000 sterling, and of this amount nearly 10 
per cent was covered by insurance. 


Vaccination Department, in Calle Moreno, was estab- 
lished by Dr. Satarnino Segurola in 1818. Tt appears, 
however, that Dr. Michael O'Gorman vaccinated 200 
children at the Fort as early as August 1805, under 
the Spanish regime. A decree was issued by Rivadavia 
in 1823 making it compulsory to vaccinate infants 
within 4 months after birth, and in two years follow- 
ing the number of vaccinations averaged 1,690 per 
annum, which was equal to 90 per cent. of births. In 
later years the number declined; for example from 1854 
to 1858 it averaged only 1.100 yearly. The latest re- 
turns of this department compare with the number of 
births as follows: 


Births. Vaccinations. 


15,939 2,069 
19,119 G61 
2,0. 342 
20,109 

24,391 9,198 


Even if we add 50 per cent for infants vaccinated 
in their homes it will be seen that nearly half the 
children go unvaccinated, which accounts for the heavy 
small-pox mortality. 


Hospitals. There are 15 hospitals, and the aggregate 
returns for five years ending December 1891 shewed 
as follows: 
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Died. Death-rate. 
2,128 11.6 
770 8.7 
860 10.1 
1,336 We 
‘960 12.3 
2,118 30.7 
608 11.9 
282 6.9 
253 6.8 
201 5-7 
393 11.7 
343 16.0 
345 16.0 
59 2.5 
10,656 12.6 
itish Hospitals have the lowest 





death-rates. 

St. Martin’s Hospital for men was founded in 1611, 
on the bluff at Calle Comercio, adjacent to the church 
of San Telmo. It was paintained by the Cabildo until 
1748, when the Bethlemite monks took charge of it, and 
at their suppression, in 1823, it passed into the hands 
of Government. Rosas allowed it a subsidy of $12,000 
yearly, and in 1848 handed it over to the Damas de 
Beneficencia. After his fall the Municipality took it 
in charge and enlarged it. In 1866 it had 350 beds 
and received 4,000 patients yearly, who were attended 
to by 20 French Sisters of Charity and a large staff 
of doctors and assistants, the annual expenditure ave- 
raging $80,000 gold, or $20 per patient: the death-rate 
was 11 per cent. The patients averaged 42 per cent. 
Argentines and 58 per cent. Europeans. In the Cholera 
of 1867 this hospital was found too small for the needs 
of the city, and that of San Roque was established. 
The old Hospital was closed in 1883, and pulled down 
in 1885 after an existence of 300 years. 
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The Women's Hospital, under the patronage of St, 
Michael, was founded in 1743 by Father Jnan Alonzo 
Gonsalez (the same who founded the Girls’ Orphanage 
at San Mignel) with necommodation for 10 patients, in 
Calle Esmeralda, Tt was enlarged in 1784, and again in 
1828 by the Damas de Beneficencia. The Municipality 
brought out 14 nuns (Daughters of Mary) from Italy im 
1859 (the same order that has charge of the Caridad 
Hospital at Montevideo). Before its removal to the new 
building in Calle Santa Fé, in 1886, it had 200 beds 
and admitted yearly 1,100 patients, of whom 21 per 
cent died. 

San Roque, now the foremost hospital in the city, 
admitting 3,200 patients yearly, was founded in 1 
for Cholera patients, the site being then two miles 
from town. It stands in Calle Caridad, with a frontage 
of 300 feet, covering with the grounds an area of 
7 acres. It is one of the highest points of the city. 
90 feet over sea-level. In 15 years down to 1882 it 
was used only for epidemics or contagious diseases, 
and more than 9,000 patients were received in that 
period. At first it had only 40 beds, but in 1874 the 
present building was commenced at an estimated cost 
of $7,000,000 old ency (£60,000 stg.) and it was 
completed August [2th 1883, with accommodation for 
200 patients. In 1856 a furnace for cremation was 
established. During the year 1888 no fewer than 4.530 
patients were admitted, besides 3,000 ont-door, but this 
was the large: n record, There are 340 beds, 
and in 9 3 1 mher 1891 the number of 
patients admitted wa ). The actnal staff, between 
Doctors, Sisters of Charity and servants is 82 persons. 
Annnual uditure $132,000 curreney or £7,500 stg.. 
the cost of each bed being $1.80 cents, or two shillings 
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daily. The medical staff considers that the death-rate 
would be lower if the hospital had pyoper drainage. 

The Riradavia Hospital was built te 1985 for women. 
in various separate sections, surrounded by gardens. 
It is on the right of the high-road to Belgrano, and 
has 260 beds. 

The Clinical hospital, in Calle Cordoba, uear Dr. 
Leslie's old quinta, is considered the finest in Buenos 
Ayres. It stands on an area of 5 acres, and is Luilt in 
distinct sections or pavilions. It admits men, women 
and children to the number of 1,900 yearly, and has 
320. beds. 

The Rarcson, in Calle Caseros, is called after the 
high-minded statesman and physician who flourished in 
Buenos Ayres from 1860 to 188U. It stands on 13 
acres, and admits 2,000 patients yearly.- The death- 
rate is the highest of all. There are 210 beds. 

St. Luis's Hospital is for children, and was estab- 
lished in 1874 near the Cinco Esquinas. It receives 
400 in-door patients yearly, having 80 beds, besides 
relieving a large number out-door. 

The Incurable is in Calle Comercio, close to San Telmo: 
it has 100 beds and admits over 400 patients yearly, 
of whom 16 per cent die. 

The Military is a new and admirable building in 
Calle Pozos at the S.W. extremity of the city, stand- 
ing on 13 acres, and provided with everything that 
medical science suggests. It has 250 beds and receives 
over 1,200 soldiers yearly, or nearly 20 per cent of the 
effective strength of the Argentine army. Death-rate 
very low. 

The Venereal was established in 1880 with 100 beds. 
and receives 800 patients yearly. 
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The Lassaretto or Casa de Aislamiento was founded 
in December 1882 at the Leslie Quinta, Calle Paraguay, 
with room for 40 patients, but in 1883 no fewer than 
93 persons from small-pox were crowded in it at one 
time, This caused heavy mortality, and again in 1885 
it was so densely packed that whole wards of sick 
people died in 24 hours. Hospital gangrene carried off 
great numbers. In 1886 the Lazzaretto was removed 
to Calle Caseros, corner of Pasco. It stands on 20 acres, 
one of the highest points of the city, and comprises 
9 pavilions with 200 beds, for persons suffermg from 
yellow fever, cholera, small-pox, leprosy, diphtheria or 
other contagions disorder. There are three classes of 
patients: those in private rooms pay $6 (say § shillings) 
a day: those in the general ward $80 for the whole 
time of their stay; and the paupers, who pay nothing. 
The returns for 9 years shew thus in the aggregate:— 


Small-pox 
Measles 
Cholera 
Typhoid 
Diphther 
Sundries, . 


Toran 
The largest number of patients was in 1890, when 
admitted, including 1880 for smail-pox. 
A Crematory is attached, in which 7,400 corpses were 
consumed in 5 years ending December 1891. 

The British Hospital was founded in 1844 by Rey- 
Barton Lodge and others, in a small house in Calle 
Independencia. A regular hospital was built at Horn’s 
Hill, Calle Defensa, in 1859, which cost £3,000, the 
British Government paying half; this was sold in 1885, 
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ins new hospital erected in Calle Caseros, corner of 
Solis, Tt contains 50 beds and is a handsome and 
Cmmodions structure, standing on two acres, including 
the garden. The committee includes the British Consul 
the Anglican and Presbyterian chaplains, and the Prior 
Of the Passionist convent. The report for 1891 shews 
48 follows: 

$ gold 

Tncome .. sss ses 27,924 

Expenditure .... 25,488 

SUATLUS 0... 2,436 


The expenditure per pationt was about $4 currency 
oro shillings daily. There were 624 admitted, of whom 
5 lied, being per cent: there were 162 paying 


Mtients, for whom the charge is $10 or 12 shillings 
daily, Of the remainder 153 were seamen, 

the shipping pays. The creed and nationality 
Titients shewed as follows: 


Anglicans ..... 271 British. 
Americans ., 
Tinlians ...... 19 
Various. 


624 


‘The hospital has received several legacies and endow- 
nents, the interest on which in 1891 amounted to $690 
finvney or £40 sterling. The income in IS9] was 
Made np thus: 


Subscriptions. 
Shipping dues... 
Patients fees 
Sundries 


Tora 
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Exponditure comprised $11,200 gold for provisions, 
and $14,288 for salaries, drugs ania 

The Jtalian Hospital, Calle Bolivar, was 
Count Cern' Sardinian Minister, and other Italian 
yesidents in 1858, and opened in 1862, The solemn 
inwnguration by the Pope's Nnncio took place on 27th 
December 1863, in presence of President Mitre and 
Archbishop Escalada, Tt is a fine and spacions strne- 
ture, with 220 beds; in the court is a statue of Charity, 
of Carrara marble. It covers 2 acres and is in charge 
of Italian nuns. The committee consists of the Italian 
Consul and 100 merchants. 

The French Hospital was opexed in 1862 close to 
Plaza Libertad, tinder the care of 4 Sisters of Charity, 
with 35 beds, During the cholera of 1967 the Sisters 
experienced such hardship that the Rev. Mother died. 
During the Paraguayan war more sisters were bronght 
out from France, who took charge of the military 
hospitals at Corrientes. The new French hospital, built 
in 1886, covers a block of 4 acres m Calle Rioja and 
has 90 beds. The committee expelled the Sisters, who 
had rendered such splendid services during 20 years. 

The Spanish Hospital, covering a block of 4 acres in 
Calle Belgrano, was opened in 1877. It has 120 beds 
and receives 1,400 patients yearly, The chapel is 
very handsome. 

The German Hospital, yuilt in 1878, stands on 5 acres, 
with separate pavilions, being the first built on this 
principle. It has 50 beds and receives 900 patients 
yearly. 

The foregoing 15 hospitals in 1891 received the 
following patients:— 
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Wounds and (ractures . 1047 
Venerealy 0... 11207 
(OhMd-bithe " 703 
Phihisis, .. : jor 
Rheumatism... . 380 
Variows ‘ - heya 
Toran, sare 16,860 
Of the above number 2,038 died, say 12 per cent 
against S per cent in ngland and 10 per cent in 
France, The returns we de up this: 
Died, Death-rate 
Argentines, , 
Europeatinn ..-++ 11,998 


TORAL.. «15 16,860 

Hospital accommodation compares with the same in 
other cities thus: 

Neds 
Buenos Ayres, 
London, 
Patties z 9,000 
Rome, ne 1,500 

The maintenance of the 15 hospitals in Buenos Ayres 
wosts about $2,500,000 currency or £150,000 sterling 
per annum, say £9 per patient ach foreign commn- 
nity maintains its own hospital, the rest being supported 
ont of the public revenues. 

The Convalecencia or Lunatic Asylum was founded by 
Bethlemite monks in the 18th century. It stands on a 
Till, in Calle Salta, overlooking Barracas.  Pillado 
mentions that m 1785 there w only 7 hmatics in 
Buenos Ayres. A large building was erected in 1859 
at « cost of 100,000 gold dollars, to accommodate 400 
patients, the women being under charge of Italian nuns. 
Tn 1865 the annual expenses were 85,000 gold dollars 
tr £7,000, say £18 per patient. The returns for the 
last 5 years shewed thn: 
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The returns for 1891 shew as follows: 






Asylum, Tomates. Diod. 
Foundlings..... 1,627 550 
Immigration 535 17 
Mendigos....... 489 114 
Girl’s Orphanage : 243 a 

1 
° 
° 
a 





The Cuna or Foundling Asylum was founded by 
Don José Riglos and the Viceroy Vertis in 1779 close 
to San Francisco church, with the inscription “God’s 
pity has sheltered us”: it has been a preventative 
against infanticide. It is under the charge of Italian 
nuns, who have a staff of wet and dry nurses always 
on hand. When weaned the children are sent to the 
grand Infants’ Asylum in Calle Buen Orden, overlook- 
ing Barracas. The parents may claim a child up to two 
years, but after that age it becomes a ward of court, 
under the Judge of Minors. In spite of every care 
one-fourth of the infants die: the returns for 1891 were: — 






No. on January 1st. . 1,638 
‘Admitted during year 847 
Withdrawn + 308 
Died.....--...6- 550 
No. on Dec. 31st... 1,627 


The Inmigrants Asylum, at the Retiro station 
received last year 16,600 new-comers, of whom 17 died. 
This is a Government institution, and, unless in periods 
of over-crowding the inmates are well fed and treated: 
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they are kept here free of charge until the Labor Office 
finds them employment, when they are sent to whatever 
part of the republic, with their baggage, without any 
expense. In 1824 the merchants of Buenos Ayres 
formed a committee to take care of immigrants, which 
was remodelled in 1853, but its functions were assumed 
by Government in 1860. 

The Mendigos or Mendicants’ Asylum occupies the 
extinct convent of Recoleta or Bethlemite friars, on a 
bluff overlooking the Waterworks. The site was Lought 
by the friars, in the 17th century, for a suit of clothes, 
and when the order was suppressed in 1823 the Go- 
yernment seized the convent and made the garden into 
a city cemetery. Forty years ago there were no poor 
in Buenos Ayres except a few aged persons who wore 
a police medal and made their rounds on horseback 

ery Saturday, when they were presented with a copper 

in or xent away with the remark “Pardon me, brother, 
ng you nothing”, Tn 1858 the Municipality con- 
{the convent into a Poor Asylum, under the care 
rs of Charity, to receive SO old men and women, 
were well fed, well clothed and allowed a sum 
weekly for tobacco. or sweetmeats. The number rose 
to 200 in 1866, and at present it holds 490. The 
returns for 1891 shew: 
No. on rst January. . 4st 
Admitted during y 3 259 
DGS sve si97 aie 4 
Retlred 4 137 
No. an 31st December... 480 

The great majority were Europeans. 

The Asilo de Huerfanos, in Calle Jujuy, covers an 
area of 4 acres. It was founded after the plague of 
1871, when hundreds of boys were left homeless orphans. 
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‘The returns for 1891 shew as follows: 


Girl's Orphanage 
Bay's do... 


In the preceding aber of inmates is that 
Which existed on December Bist., which is very diffe- 
tent from the number admitted. 

The Cuna or Foundling Asylum was founded by 
Don José Riglos and the Viceroy Vertis in 1779 close 


fo San Francisco church, with the inscription “God’s 
pity has sheltered us’: it has been a preventative 
against infanticide. It is under the charge of Italian 
nuns, Who have a staff of wet and dry nurses always 
om hand. When weaned the children are sent to the 
grand Infants’ Asylum in Calle Buen ( , overlook- 
ing Barracas. The parents may claim a child up to two 
years, but after that age it becomes a ward of court, 
tinder the Judge of Minors. In spite of every care 
tné-fourth of the infants die: the returns for 1891 were: 
No, on January 1st . . 1,638 
Admitted during year é 847 
Withdrawn + 308 
Died warns $50 
No. = 3Tst, 1,627 
The Jnonigrants Asylum, at the Retiro station 
teceived last year 16,600 new-comers, of whom 17 died. 
This is a Government institution, and, unless in periods 
t T 
of Over-crowding the inmates are well fed and treated: 
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there being no wages or salaries and no charge for rent. 
There is a neat chapel. 

The Boys’ Orphanage, founded by a committee of 
Trish ladies on May 19th 1891. The foundation, was 
in great measure due to the efforts of Mr. John Alsina, 
Comm. Gen. of Immigration, who secured for it a 
Government subsidy of $4,000 or £250 yearly. The 
committee elected Mrs, Michael Mulhall president, and 
installed the orphanage at 146 Calle Segunda Coclia- 
bamba, adjacent to the college of the Lazarist Fathers, 
who educate and feed the boys, at $50 gold per annum, 
say £10 each. The number of orphans im the school 
varies from 30 to 33, bat the Committee has resolved 
to take a house adjoining and enlarge the institution. 
The total expenses for the 12 months were $10,500 
currency (including $1,500 for furniture and installa- 
tion): balance of cash in bank $4,400 or £250 sterling. 

The Ivvalidos for old soldiers has 75 beds, the French 
Orphanage 70, the Misericordia asylum 130. 

here are two asylums for destitute boys at Flores 
and Belgrano, the former holding 75, the latter 25, 
children, who are taught trades. There are, moreover, 
in three different parts of the city Mothers’ Homes, 
which received last year 1,611 children, of whom 20 
died. Besides the foregoing asylums the Salvation Army 
Refuge received 8,633 destitute persons, and the News- 
paper Boys’ Refuge 8,990 boys, in the half-year ending 
December 31st 1891 

Although not strictly a charitable institution it is 
proper to mention here the admirable school of Don 
Bosco at San Cirlos, with 280 boys, who are tanght 
all kinds of trades, the friends or parents usnally pay- 
ing $160 or £10 a year. The establishment has steam- 
power and electric light, and covers 4 acres. Tt has a’ 
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country-house near Quilmes. The order is correctly 
known as the Salesian Fathers, who have large schools 
also at San Nicolas and Patagones. 

Vital Statistics. The population of the city increases 
very rapidly: thus we find in a term of 4 years down 
to December 1891 there was an increase of 23 per cent, 
say 101,700 souls as follows:- - 















Births over deaths. 33,600 
Immigration. 68,100 
Tora 101,700 


Although two-thirds of the increase was due to immi- 
gration the surplus of births over deaths was also very 
great. The following table shews the average annual 
tates per 1,000 of population in 4 years ending 1800:- 


Per 1,000 inhabitants year 








oi Tirths. Inereaase 
42 4 
35 15 
28 2 
28 10 
26 2 
3 





3 23 10 
The nationality of parents in the table of births is 
shewn thus:—- 


Parents. 
Argentine. 
Tulian. 
Spaniards. 
French 
Various , 

_ Tora. 15,939 24,598 1,000 1,000 
This shews that in the past 4 years Argentines and 

Italians have been losing ground as component parts 

of the population, while Spaniards and French have 

Tien in ratio. The other nationalities are very much 

Inferior, English being slightly ahead of Germans. 


wy 
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The number persons married in the years 1887 
and 1801 shewed thus: 
tatlo. 


187. 18M 


Argentines 2 314 232 
Ttalians. z S 3 378.349 
Spaniards 1360218 
French... 62 85 

arions .... 113 96 


Torat “6,844 10,014 1,000 1,000 


Here again we find the Italian and Argentine ratios 
declining, and the Spanish and French increasing. 

It is sad to observe that in the year 1891 there were 
1,867 civil marriages in excess of those performed by 
Catholic or Protestant clergymen; that is to say 37 per 
cent of the persons “married” abjured all form of 
religious ceremony. This is exactly what was predicted 
in 1887, when the Free Marriage Law was passed. 

The aggregate bills of mortality for 5 years ending 
Bist December 1891 shew the causes of death thus: 

Number Ratlo. 
Pneumonia... . 6,965 tor 
Enteritis, 6,035 
Phthisis $5337 
Small-pos, 3614 
Meningltls 3,576 
Diphtheria. , 
Heart disease. 
Typhoid fever 
Bronchitis 
Tetanus , 
Cancer 
Croup 
Accidental 
Homicide 
Puerperal dis 
Varlons 
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In the foregoing table the first item includes 
bronchial-pneumonia, the second gastro-enteritis, besides 
the diseases properly called as above. 

The relative mortality during 5 years ending Dev. 
1890 from some of the above diseases in Buenos Ayres 
and other cities compares as follows:— 

In 1900 death. 
“Small-pox. Diphtheria. Typhold.  Phthisis.” 








n 76 32 84 
1 24 8 96 
1 20 8 99 
ar 19 17 81 
4 25 5 230 
47 44 3r 102 
5 a1 . jo 170 
2 30 16 190 








The number of accidental deaths in the last  y 
averaged 200 yearly. 

Statistics of suicide (including attempts) for 9 years 
sum up as follows: 


Number, Per amu. Per 100,000 persons, 
300 33 33 
281 3 14 
139 15 22 
109 12 52 
15 2 18 
33 4 43 
89 to 10 
“966 ~ 107 20 





French and Germans shew double the tendency to 
suicide of the rest of our population; English ‘and 
Italians the lowest. 

The actual suicides in 1891 were 7H. that is 146 per 
million of souls, or nearly double the London ratio, 
viz: - 
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CS 





London... 85 New York ..., 

Bucnos Ayres... 140 Paris 

Berlin ..e.jeye. 170 Viownas.s.e.46 
Cometer Buenos Ayres has 6 cemeteries; 

cover collectively 230 acres. 


The Recoleta (18 acres) was opened in July 1822 and 
the number of interments since then has probably 
reached 165,000, The monuments of ‘Adintead! Brown 
and Governor Valentin Alsina are the finest. It is 50 
crowded that the Municipality has ordered it to be 
closed, but the order is not enforced, At the east side> 
in a niche adjoining the church, were placed the remair=* 


of Father Anthony Fahy. the first of 46 priests wix® 
perished in the Yellow fever epidemic of 1871, Tk» 


Southern Cemetery (12 weres) was opened during the 
Cholera of 1867, and closed during the Yellow Fey =e! 
of 1871 having received about 22.000 corpses duress 
the two epidemics: it was covered with a layer of 2€—W) 
tons of quick-lime. The Chacarita (184 acres) was ab 0 
opened for the Cholera of 1867, and the namber of 
interments registered to December 31st 1891 we 3 
123,980. the average in 1890 and 1891 haying beet 
420 monthly or about 80 daily. The Brifish comet? 
4 acres} was moved from the Socorro in 1832 to its 
present site in Calle Victoria, and about 9,000 inter 
ments have taken place, the average im the 
1887—91 having been 260 the Muni 
about to close it, and gi yond at the = 
» suburban cemeteries of Flores and Belgrano u 
receive, each, abont 250 corpses yearly. Besiaetee 
Ly « there is a Crematory attached 
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the Lazzaretto or Casa de Aislamiento, since November 
1886, and in 6 years it has consumed 7,380 corpses. 


Factories, Twenty years ago Buenos Ayres had no 
manufactures except beer and flour. The Protection 
tariff begun in 1876 by Dr. Plaza, and every year made 
heavier, has caused hundreds of factories to spring up, 
of various kinds, to the prejudice of public health and 
without any real benefit to the nation. The census of 
1887 shewed thus:— 











No. of factories..... 1,244 
Hands employed . . 42,321 
Steam, horse-power 6,277 
Value of factories . $19,500,000 
Do, raw material. , $47,700,000 





Besides the above factories there were 4,884 retail 
establishments: the former were classified according to 
their annual consumption of raw material as follows:- 








Raw material No, of 
Value $ factories 
Over 50,000. . go 
20,000— 50,000. 254 
§,000—20,000. 900 
TOTAL. ..... 1,244 


The above included 23 foundries, 36 steam saw mills. 
23 flour mills, 98 distilleries, 89 steam printing-offices, 
35 tauyards, 31 hoot-factories, 84 coach-factories and 
8 steam-laundries. 


Professions. The census of 1887 shewed as follows: — 
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Argontin Voreiguerss 
Lawyers... sess 8590 

Physicians 

Engineers. « » 

Journalists, . 

Surveyors. - 


Clereymen 
Civil Service 


203,969, 299,840 

The growth of certain fades appears as follow 

anes of 1888, 
Tailors. : sr 
Bakers vss, 0+ a 
Tinsmiths...,. + 19 
110 

Saddlers...,..+ 23 
Bootmakers . 108 

All other trades increased in like ratio. 

The first mention of lawyers is in 1613, when the 
citizens petitioned the Viceroy to prevent the arrival 
of three, named Andrada, Fuensalida and Ojeda, who 
were coming from Cordoba: a meeting of the Cabildo 
was held and the result was that the Viceroy sent 
messengers to intercept them and forbid their coming, 
as the public did not want litigation. Physicians had 
already settled here, for we find that in 1610 the 
Cabildo appointed Don Manuel Alvarez municipal doctor. 
Just at the same period the first school was opened 
by Juan Pardo, for JO boys, who paid him a dollar a 
month each, 
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Schools. The returns of primary public schools 
were; 
18 10, 
10 $30 
74 555 
26,200 32,100 
19,700 26,500 


The above schools occupy 122 buildings, of which 
69 belong to the State aud 63 are rented from individual 
owners. Some of the former are magnificent st 
tures, of the most costly character. In 1891 th 
nicipality paid $1,240,000 currency (£70,000 stg 
salaries, ote., for these schools. The 
Colleges in tho cit: 0 
lated last year; also 2 Normal schools, with 314 students 
The Normal school in Calle Callao is one of the most 
superb in the New World. 

Printing-offices. There are 83 worked by steam or 
gas, and employing 1,250 printers: this included the 
offices at which news-papers reviews are. published 
(see p. 50). The first printing-press was that of the 
Jesuits, which was brought from Cordoba on the ex- 

sion of the Order in 1767, and continued to be used 
for support of the orphans; the Gaxeta de Buenos 
Ayres was printed by it during the War of Indepen- 
dence. An American named Hallett arrived with a 
press m 1825, and started a pape = Cosmo- 
polite, which was succeded by the 2) uckel in 1826, 
edited for many years by Mr. Li ” 
Mr. Ramsay. The Pritish Packet died in 1858, giving 
rae to the Commercial Times, which lasted ay As 

All the preceding were weekly 


high price, 25 cents or one shilling por. copy 
Standard was the first English daily paper in this cou- 
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tinent, and is now in its 32nd year, besides which ar 
also published the Heraid and the Southern Gross, both 
in their 16th year, the former daily, the latter weekly. 
‘There are 77 papers and reviews published in the cits 
of which 17 Spear daily, namely 8 Spanish, 8 Italian, 
2 English, 2 French and 2 German. The Prensa is 
supposed to have the largest circulation, probably 
80,000 copies, and publishes daily about 2,000 adver 
tisements. 
Tramways. The first line was laid down by Mr 
Lacroze in 1869, and called the Central, ranning from 
storia to Once iembre. This line has since 
1 to an English company. In the same year 
yy of Buenos Ayres Co. began running. Lines 
laid to Barracas in 1870, Flores in 1871 ant 
Belgrano in 1872. There are at present 6 lines a 
follows:— 
Miles. 
City of Buenos Ayres... 40 
Anglo-Argentine ....e000+ 63 
Capltal., . A : 9 
Belge Spe acatael 13 
National. sf 30 
eee res Perr rrs 26 
TLOrdtws -avees 183 
The traffic returns shew as follows: 
Miles Passengers. 
1833 
1878 
1884 4 
1890 155 
18g 173 
In 1887 each inhabitant made 82 trips, and in 1892 
made 108 trips in the year. It appears that the rata® 
is 86 trips per inhabitant in Monteyideo, and 5p 2 
Rosario, per annum 
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There are moreover 6 railways running from Buenos 
Ayres in various directions and their traffic shews 
thus:— 


‘Tons carried. Passengers. 
1887 a 3,630,000 
1889 1,690,000 6,590,000 
1891 1,370,000 6,550,000 


It is needless to add that the passenger traffic ought 
to be 5 times greater; the tariffs are too high. 

Streets. The first proposal to pave the streets was 
rejected by the Viceroy Loreto, in 1786, because the 
rumble of the waggons might shake down the houses. 
The first street paved was from Plaza Victoria to San 
Ignacio church, in 1795. So late as 1840 there was a 
“pantano” in front of where the Bolsa now stands in 
Calle Piedad, and in 1860 there was no paving beyoud 
Calle Artes. The mileage of paving has grown as 
follows :— 


Miles. Cost $ 
1882 82 6,000,000 
1888 169 12,800,0c0 
1892 242 20,000,000 


In 1892 the area of paving was 867 acres, made up 
thus:— 





Miles, length. Acres, areas 
Cut-stone 118 420 
Common. 107 325 
Wooden. 13 96 
McAdam. 4 26 
Torat. 242 867 





The mileage of paved streets compares with other 
cities thus:— 





Strets Inhab. per mile 
muiles. Population. of street. 
Buenos Ayres. 242 $35,000 2,230 
London. 1,830 4,120,000 2,250 
Paris... 610 2,260,000 3,700 
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1614 the Municipality erected Randubay posts 
ery 3 yards on each side of streets, to protect pedes- 
trians. These were cut down in 1854, except at corners 
of blocks, the latter not being removed till 1863. 
Water-supply. Water-carts were in use nntil late 
years. In 1867 Mr. John Coghlan constructed works 
at the Recoleta, with a tank in Plaza Lorea, calenlated 
to supply a million gallons daily or 6 gallons per inba~ 
bitant: the works cost £50,000. In 1873 Mr. John F. 
Bateman began the present works, and the consumption 
of water has been as follow 


mpplied. . Gallons daily. 
- 1,050,000 
6,000 2,250,000 


14,700 3,050,000 2 
24,300 11,300,000 a 


Consumption compares with other cities thns:— 


Gallony daily por inhabitant 





Liverpool....... London. ...., Marseilles... §0 
Buenos Ayres. Paris i New York... Jo 
Dublin... 6... S. Francisco. Sydney. -..-. 120 
Edinburgh ...... asgow ., + Rome. + 670 

The tower of in-take stands one mile from the Bel” 
grano shore and is 33 feet over high-water. There i* 
a tunnel of 314 miles to the Recoleta, 54 feet, which 
can convey 0 ) gallons in 24 hours. At the 
Recoleta are 3 which can hold collectively 
12,000,000 gallons, and these as well as the roofed 
filters which h an area of 4 acres, are protected by 
a sea-wall, having reservc underneath for 10,000,000 
gallons. The water runs 4 feet per minute, precipitat- 
ing much matter: the River Plate holds so much in 
suspense that it is said to carry down 10,000 tons per 
hour to the sea, A tmmel four feet high conveys the 
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filtered water to the pumps, which are 500 ho: 
power and can throw up 450 gallons at each revolution, 
or 15,000,000 gallons daily to a height of 160 feet. 
The consumption of coal is 23 tons daily. The great 
tank covers a block of 4 acres between Calles Cordoba, 
Viamont and Rio Bamba: it is 81 feet high, and hokls 
13,500,000 gallons. The tank is of iron, in 3 compart- 
ments, weighing 14,000 tons, and is supported by 
28,000 tons of masonry: total weight when full 110,000 
tons: it cost £400,000 sterling. Two pipes, 2 fest dia- 
mister, convey the water down. The consumption varies 
from 800,000. to 800,000 gallons per hour, being great- 
est at fam. The number of honses supplied in May 
1892 was 23,100, there being still 11,000 houses unsup- 
plied. It is found necessary to construct two 
of covered filters. and to increase the pw 
The works employ G00 men, whose’ salaries reach 
$700,000 curreney or £420,000 per annum 

Drainage. The want of drains is supposed to have 
caused the epidemics of 1867 —68 and 1871: the first 
was Cholera, which carried off 15,100 citizens, the 
second, Yellow-lever, 26.000. The Bateman contract in 
1873 stipalated 7 per cent commission, for water-works 
and drainage. The works, after 19 years, are approach- 
ing completion: the actual ontlay has been under 
£5,000,000 sterling, but owing to sale and re-sale of 
the concession the Government has had to pay 
£6,300,000 to recover the works. A further ontlay of 
£1,000,000 sterling will finish them. ‘The street-drains 
vary in diameter, the largest being 5 feet; the main- 
drains are 14 feet. The principal main drain is 16 
miles Tong, termmating below Quilmes: the pumping- 
station at Bernal is 500 horse-power. In March 1892 
there were 6,270 honses with drainage se leaving 
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28,000 not yet connected: the connection works are 
being carried out at the rate of 200 a month, so that 
the works will be completed in about 10 years. The 
quantity of sewage matter conveyed is 30,000 tons daily. 
Gas Companies. There are 4 companies of which the 
oldest is the Primitiva, started im 1856, under Mr. 
Colquhoun. Viceroy Vertiz hegun to light the streets 
in 1778, by means of lamps fed with mares’ grease; 
these were made to give place to tallow candles about 
the close of the 18th century, It is recorded that Mr, 
James Bevans C. E., grand-father of Pres. Pellegrini, 
lighted the Plaza with gas on the national anniversars 
May 25th 1824. The street-lighting in recent years 
shews as follows :— 
ea Ny 
Gan Petroleun: Coble feet, Petralenmn, yg eurreney, 
1887 5,079 3,160 $6,800,000 90,000” 305,000 
1889 7744 4,096 134,800,000 126,000 000 
1891 42 4,515 132,400,000 132,000 685,000 
The consuinption in honses was as follows: 
Year. Houses, Cubie feet, Cost $ curreney: 


1889, 11,258 296,800,000 1,460,000 
1891 31,898 632,800,000 4,950,000 


The total consumption in 1883 and 1891 compare 
thus: 


Consumption, cubic feet Cost, $ currency 


inst ao) 
Streets ...... 42,000,000 132,400,000 
Houses... ... 160,000,000 632,800,000 


TOTAL.. 202,000,000 765,200,000 
The cost of public lighting in 
sterling, and compares with other cities, per 
follows: 
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of Wilestotatite 


Rome, =i 40 
London ...... to 
Buenos Ayres... Paris i.e... 138 


Consumption public and private compares as follows. 


eet. Cio feet pew fnteate 


Bienos Ayres... . 1,900 
London.s...,.+.- 24,700 5400 
WaMewcroctee. ce 81,010 is 


There are 360 miles of gas-pipes, supplying 400,000 
lights in honses and 7,700 street-lamps. 


Tha Custom house, during the Spanish rule was close 
to Santo Domingo church, at the foot of Calle Belgrano, 
where the old tile-roofed building is now half-covered 
with “debris”. In the year 1650 a municipal law 
prohibited bullock-carts from standing anywhere but m 
the square now ¢alled Plaza Andes (behind Santo Do- 
mingo), which was the entrepot of all import and ox- 
port trade. The merchants were then very rich, a 
traveller who visited Buenos Ayres in 1664 writing as 
follows :— 

“There aré 211 merchants, many worth £60,000 
sterling or more. In fact a man. worth £3,000 or 
thereabont is regarded as a huxter.” 


The revyenné of the Custom-honse in the years 1791 
t6 2795 averaged $100,000 or £80,000 per anno 


After the Independence a portion of the Fort was 
set apart for the Custom-house. The trade of the city 
was then about 90 per cent of that of the Confede- 
ration. The records shew thus:— 
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Lmnports Kexports ‘Twial 
$ gold, $ gold, $ gold. 

7,900,000 5,600,000 12,600,000 

9,300,000 10,200,000 149,700,000 

24,400,000 18,800,000 43,200,000 

45:790,000 40,600,000 4,300,000 

1890 103,200,000 57,700,000 160,900,000 


The returns for 1890 were equal to 67 por cent ot 
the trade of the Republic: 

The Customs valuation is fonnd to be 50 per cent 
too high on import goods, and 20 per cent on exports, 
so that the real trade of Buenos Ayres was only 
$116,000,000 or £23,000,000 sterling, Tt compares 
with other ports as follows: 


Trade Tonnage ——— 
£ sterling. entries Trate £. Tons. 
Buenos Ayres... 290,000 
ond sits, 210,000,000 
Liverpool,..,.... 208,000,000 
25,500,000 
$4,000,000 
111,600,000 


The administration of the Custom-house consists of 
5 departments: it has a light-hous be 15 miles, 
The above registered tonnage for Buenos Ayres is ex- 
elusive of internal navigation, which shews 1,930,000 
tons entries, bringing up the total to 4.270.000 tons. 

The Madera Docks extend for nearly three miles 
along the city front. The works were began m March 
1887, on plans of Sir John Hawkshaw, the contractors 
being Messrs, Walker & Co. The concession is in the 
name of Eduardo Madero & Co., the price fixed by 
Congress being £4,000,000, but the outlay will probably 
exceed £5,000,000. The works were carried out with- 
ont interruption dnring 4 years, until in May 1891 the 
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Government was compelled by want of funds to pro- 
secute them on # reduced scale, at an outlay of £40,000 
4 month. They were originally divided into 4 sections, 
vias 
Nowe . Cost 
£ 


South basin. 450,000 
Dock 1 902,000 
Sewell: caeven. + 440,000 
Dock 2)..... 5 691,000 
Dock 3. . : 7 219,000 
North basin. . 1,650 465,000 
Dock 4... 

North channel 


TOTAL, ... 


The above was the amount actually expended, ac- 
tording to Mr. Drabble, down to 31st December 1891, 
aud he estimated that a further sum of £1,600,000 
would be required for completion of the works. The 
Government has paid £2,167,000 in esh, and Mr. 
Drabble’s Co. farnished £1,000,000 as Trust-money 

The Prime Minister's report to Congress gives the 
Cotal outlay as follows: 

£ sterling 


4887 to April 1891... 3,405,000 
May tS" to March 31st t%92 365,000 
Torax 0,000 


Deducting £120,000 spent in the first quarter o: 
4802, the works would still require, on Mr. Drabble’s 
Sstimate, a further sum of £1.480,000, which would 
Ying up the total cost to £7 i Each dock 
Thas @ shed which cost £60,000, and in the aggregate 
These sheds Have 14 acres of accommodation; each 
Tas 4 floors with % hydraulic cranes. of lift 
Mig BO cwt each. There are on the quays 46 
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travelling cranes of equal power (30 ewt), besides 
two that can lift 5 tons owch, and a fixed crane of 
#0 tons power. The works include 12 miles of railway 
and 130,000 sq. metres or 83 acres of paving. It is 
proposed to dredge the South Channel to a depht of 
23 feet, but to abandon the North Channel for the pre- 
sent, as well as Dock 4, In the excavation of these 
docks 7 steum-uavvies were employed, which excavated 
150,000,000 eubie tuff. Each dock bas about 
80,000 tons of granite for quay-wall, The sea-wall is 
three miles long, or 5,000. yards, of which 2,600 were 
built of coment and granite, and 2,400 of piteh-pine, 
the whole length being backed by a “tosca” bank of 
50 feet wide. ‘The pumping apparatus includes a centri- 
fugal pump that delivers 10,000 gallons of water per 
minute. The hydranlic machinery is supplied by Arm- 
strong & Co., Neweastle-on-T yn 

Besides the foregoing there are the Boca pert-works: 
two miles south of the cit! hich were begun tu L8T6; 
the dredging and cost have been as follows: — 


Period. Tons drelged. ‘Total ontlay oss works. 


1876—80 1,300,000 
2,820,000 
9,349,000 


13,460,000 


Sp fir-ouly Bailes ot this dé apew 

access to the port of Buenos Ayres hate been errs 
present depht of water 17 feet. There are 8 miles 
more to be dredged, and the Minister proposes an 
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aniform depth of 21 feet"), besides widening the first 
kilometer and the Riachnelo, and prolonging the south 
pier, This will involve a further outlay of $4,000,000 
currency or £260,000 sterling, bringing up the total 
ty 41,400,000, which being added to 15,250,000 for 
the Madero Docks will make a total expenditare of 
£6,700,000 for tho port of Buenos Ayres, and this 
compares with other ports thus: 
Actes. Cost,£ Por acre, £ 
Buenos Ayres... 165 ; 40,600 
' 690 1, 1005 79,100 
$0 32,500 


105 
8 1,100,000, 


The outlay as compared with length of quay-twall is 
£520 per yard in Buenos Ayres. against £550 in 
Antwerp, £240 in Marseilles and £208 in Trieste. but 
it must be observed that in Buenos Ayres it lias been 
necessary to build a sea-wall three miles in length to 
protect the above works. 

There are three priucipal suburbs: Flores, Belgrano 
and Barracas, connected both by rail and tram with 
the city. 

San José dle Flores, 5 miles west, stands on a slope 
overlooking the Riachuelo valley, and was founded im 
1804 by Ramon Flores. The Viceroy Sobromonte had 
4 country-house here, and the chapel built in his time 
gave place in 1831 to a parish church, in which the 
treaty of Nov. 1859 was signed. whereby Buenos Ayres 
re-entered the Argentine Confederation. The present 


*) Wh ts found that the river deposits one million tons of stuff yearly 
fe the chanmel, the annual cost of dredging whieh is estimated at 
$600,000 currency or £33,000 sterling 
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superl) church was built by Canon De Vita in 1885. 
The town is lit with gas, and there is a Protestant 
chapel under care of Rev. Lennox Robertson M, A. 
The boulevard from Flores to the city is lined with 
magnificent country-houses. Midway is the stately 
convent of the Sainte Union, and a little nearer town 
that of the Sacred Heart, both devoted to the educa- 
tion of young ladies. At Alnagro is the institution of 
San Carlos, one of Don Boseo's order, for teaching 
trades to orphan boys. 

Belyrano, 5 miles north, is on a high ground which 
commands a view of the River Plate, and was fonnded 
in 1854. It has « stately church, of rotunda fom, 
surrounded by Grecian pillars, and over one lnundred 
quinta residences of great valne, mostly belonging to 
fnglish, German and other merchants. The bonlevard 
Santa Fé which connects it with Buenos Ayres has a 
succession of country-houses, mostly resembling those 
of the Champs Elysées at Paris, all the way from the 
gates of Palermo Park to the edge of the city, 

Barracas, 3 miles south, is in low mind, but 
healthy. The chapel and orphanage of St. Felicitas 
stand on the spot where Mme. Alzaga was assassinated 
in 1872. There are many beautiful residences in the 
Avenue Santa Lucia. South Barracas, on the other 
side of the Riachuelo, has the Soli workshops of the 
G, 8, railway, and the new Produce-market, which 
latter has 30 acres of Hooring for the storage of 240,000 
tons of wool, hides ete. 
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PART IV. 
PROVINCE OF BUENOS AYRES. 


This province is bounded on the N. by the A 
lel Medio, which separates it from Sant 
E. by the Parana, er Plate and Atlantic Ocean; on 
the S. by the Atlantic and the Federal territories; and 
W. hy the 5th degree of longitude W. of Buenos 
s2° W,. of Greenwich). Its extreme length 
is 550 miles, and breadth, from E. to W., 370 miles; 
total area, 120,900 square miles, being precisely the 
area of the United Kingdom. and rather less than one- 
tenth of that of the Republic, or one-fifth of the in- 
habited portion comprised in the 14 provinces. It is 
almost a Hat plain, interrupted by only two ranges of 
hills, viz:— 
Range. Elovathin, feet Aron, ¢j: miles 


Tandil f 6b0 to 4,480 
Ventanz..... 1,300 to 3,830 


The lnghest point of the Tandil range approaches 
the elevation of the rock of Gibraltar, while that of 
the Ventana is ly equal to Vesnyius. The seaboard 
onthe Athintic is 740 miles, besides 150 miles on the 
Parana, accessible to sea-going vessels of 18-feet draught. 
There are 12 ports, without counting Buenos Ay: 
which has been federalized—viz, Patagones, San Blas, 
Bahia Blanca, Quequen, and Mar del Plata on the 
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Atlantic; Ajé, Magdalena, and Ensenada on the River 
Plate, and San Fernando, Campana, San Pedro, and 
San Nicolas on the Parani. The following table shows 
high and low tides in 8 ports, in English feet, viz:— 
Patagones Binchuolo, 5. Nicos 
Quarter — .) aoe 
eudtog. tw Hag, baw, Wich, Law. 
March. ..+.+ 8 4 20 
June. 25 21 
September , 23 15 
Derember. . 2 5 


At Patagones the highest tides are in November, the 
lowest in March; at the Riachnelo, highest in Jannary, 
low tides uniform; and at San Nicolas, highest in April, 
lowest in November, 

There are 805 rivers and streams, and 615 lakes, 
but they are, for the most part, comparatively small. 
A few of the Iakes reach an area of 80 square miles, 
the most remarkable being those of Bragado, Junin, 
25 de Mayo, Los Padres, Encadenadas, Chaseomus, aml 
Mar Chiquito, Only 4 rivers deserve the name. The 
Rio Negro rises at Lake Nahnel-Hnapi, in the Andes, 
and after « course of 630 miles falls into the Athmtic 
Ocean, being navigable for 420 miles, up te fort Roca 
(Route 37, page 189). The Colorado rises also in the 
Andes, near the Planchon pass, and flows nearly 700 
miles, discharging its waters into the Atlantic between 
San Blas and Bahia Blanca. The Salado rises near 
Junin, has a courss of 860 miles, and falls into the 
bay of Samborombon a few miles S.E. of Chascomnus. 
The Luxan rises W. of Mercedes, flows 150 miles ina 
NE. ion, and falls into the Parani, Among the 
streams of minor note the only ones worth mentioning 
are the Arrecifes and Areco in the north; the Saladillo, 
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Las Flores and Samborombon in the centre; the Que- 
quen, Sance Grande, and Naposta in the south. 

There is little timber, unless the peach and poplar 
plantations in the delta of the Parand: ornamental 
clumps of acacia, eucalyptus, , in the ity of 
towis; the solitary ombi in the pampas; the willow, 
chanar, ceibo, ete., on the banks of streams; and groves 
of peach-trees, which may be found near every house 
in the camp, The pita, or Howering aloe, is, like the 
embi, indigenous, and grows 30 feet high, the base 
surrounded by prickly leaves, impenetrable to an army, 
om which account the pita was regularly planted as a 
fortification against the Indians. Peach-trees are grown 
as much for fuel as fruit, the only other fnel being 
sheep-droppings, sun-dried. Peaches are so plentiful 
that swine often are fed on them: the flavour is not 
equal to the same fruit in Europe. Grapes, figs, and 
pears thrive remarkably; bnt frnit culture is not yet 
sufficiently attended to. All kinds of Enropean vege- 
tables are grown abundantly; potatoes, however, de- 
generate, and must be renewed, by importing seed 
from abroad, every 3 s, although the potato is of 
Sonth-American origin. Flowers of the rarest and 
most delicate classes require |nt little trouble, camelias, 
jessamines, diamelas, ete, being much commoner here 
than in Europe. 

The fauna is becoming more limited every 
thea, or ostrich, has been reduced to a ‘1 
tumber; the biscacha is being rapidly exterminated; 
peltidos and mnlitas, of the armadillo family, are killed 
in large numbers as a delicacy for the table: and Italian 
hird-killers show no mercy to any of the feathered 
tribe that serve for eating. ‘There are no wild animals, 
except some deer in the southern camps, silver foxes 
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in Patagonia, pole-cats, tiger-cats, and nutrias; the last- 
named are so much hunted for their skins that only a 
few remain. Rats, mice, frogs, and a species of gui 

pig are very abundant. Formerly the frontier 

ments suffered much from wild-dogs, which went in 
troops, like wolves, but they are now rare. The coma- 
dreja, a kind of weasel, often infests farm-yards, snck- 
ing eggs, and has a pouch for its y like the 
opossum. The only reptile is the Vivora de la Cruz, 
the bite of which is often deadly. There is also a kind 
of toad the escuerzo, found in old wells, which is 
venomous, and some kinds of spiders have a bad re- 
putation. On the other hand. centipedes are harmless, 
and even the scorpion loses most of its venom. A cer- 
tain caterpillar is so charged with electricity, or some 
similar power, that if you only touch it your hand and 
arm swell prodigiously, the symptoms baing accom- 
panied with fever for a day or two. Game abounds. 
ducks in hundreds of thousands, and two ies of 
partridge, besides snipe, batiti. parrots, homed plover, 
etc. Patagonian hares weigh 25 Ibs., and are excellent 
food, Humming-birds, oven-birds, calandrias, and nrracas 
are numerous, as well as ibis, flamingoes, caranchoes, 
chimangoes, ete. 

The northern camps are mostly high, and sometimes 
visited with drought; more than 4 million sheep, vows, 
and horses perished in the drought of 1859. The 
sonthern camps are low, and so subject to inundation 
that in 1880 the Salado drowned a million sheep and 
cattle. It is proposed to canalize the Salado valley, to 
prevent future floods, Locusts are, at long intervals, 
a dreadful visitation, destroying crops, fields, trees, and 
sometimes thatched roofs of houses. In spring the 
pampas present a beautiful aspect of verdure, and as 
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Lands and f nets... 
Cattle .. : 135,000,000 
Railways. ses ccereees 190,000,000 
HOwses......2.¢s00422+  333}000,000 
Kurniture, implemests ¢ 250,000,000 
Sundries... - 83,000,000 


TOTAL... ++ $,332,000,000 

OWing to the rapid influx of immigrants the average 
wealth per inhabitant has fallen from £249 in 1884 to 
£190 in 1891. The ratio is nevertholoss still high, and 
compares thus with other countries :— 
Wealth per inhabitant: ¢ gold. 





Buenos Ayres. 950) Germ 3 States... 1,010 
U, Kingdom... 1,235 Tuly 505 Canaila., 980 
France,-...... 1,120 Spain...-. 740  Anstralla...  t,710 


The increase of wealth in Buenos Ayres was as 
follows: 


Amount Per wnnum, Vor heed yearly, 
Period, $ gold. 


1857—84 950,000,000 
1884—91 197,000,000 28,100,000 26 
In the last seven years the accumulation of wealth 
per inhabitant was much Jess than half what it had 
been in preceding years. It is still, however, as much 
per head as in the United Kingdom or France, say 
£5 yearly per inhabitant. The estimated earnings are 
205 million gold dollars per annum, 
That is, the gross earnings made up thus: 
$ gold. £ sterling. 
Pastoral products... 39,490,000 1£,900,000 
Agricultural products 33,000,000 6,600,000 
Trade profits...... 23,200,000 4,000,000 
Manufactures 18,000,000 3,600,000 
Sundries... 2.6204. 71,490,000 14,300,000 


Torat.. 205,000,00 41,000,000 
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The gros earnings are equivalent to 1514 per cent 
on the capital value of the city and province shewn 
on page $12. Karnings compare with other conntries 
per head as follows, in gold dollar: 


Buenos Ayres.., 150 Germany... 111 
Britain...... 169 Belgium... 0 Canada 
France. ss 139 © Denmark... 163 © Australia 201 


In the following table are shewn the arcas under 
agricultural and pastoral industries in 1881 and 181 
and the value of land: 

— Value $ gold 
it 1st (nt 
Tillage . .  f404,000 3,420,000 34,200,000 
Sheepfarms ete 48,480,000 58,200,000 296,000,000 
Desett -...;.++, 20,166,000 "8,430,000 10,800,000 


TOFAR «++, 70,050,000 70,050,000 343,000,000 


As a rule tillage land is worth €3 an acr 
enrreney dollars per ‘cuadra’; pastoral £650 per square 
mile or $100,000 currency per square league. ‘There 
fre supposed to be £10,000 miles of lineal fenc 
area of fenced land exceeding 30,000,000 
Sq. miles; the cost of feces is estimated at $34,000,000 
gold or almost £7,000,000 sterli 

Sheep-farming is the great bus 
the flocks in 1888 numbered 55.800 
present are supposed to reach 
proximatively as follows: 

Osners 
Argentines . 
Irish & Seoteh. ... 
Basques and others 
Torat 
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The area under sheep is roughly estimated at 50,000 
sq. miles or 32 million acres, from which it appears 
that the average is rather more than 2 sheep to the 
acre, It is, however, very common to find on Trish or 
Scotch estancias 20,000 sheep to the square league, or 
three to the acre, whereas the Anstralian average is 
only one to the acre. Formerly a shepherd on horse- 
back was employed for each flock, say 1,000 to 2,000, 
but since fences have been introduced one man can 
mind three flocks, A shepherd’s wages are u 
currency or 415 a year, with house and food. Shi 
were burnt for fuel in the time of the Spaniards, an 
a royal edict prohibited the colonists from driving them 
alive into the brick-kilns. ‘The father of modern sheep- 
farming in Buenos Ayres was Thomas Lloyd Halsey, 
U. 8. Consul, who imported fina merinos from Lisbon 
in 1813, placing them at Alto Redondo, 25 miles S.W. 
of the Most of the animals perished Jn a camp- 
fire, and the remainder were bought by Mr. Dwer! 

a German farmer at Quilmes. In 1825 the latter found 
his flock numbered 400 head, and as the camps were 
coarse he resolved to move to Santa Fé. He sold half 
his flock to Messrs. Aguirre and Rojas of Corrientes, 
and was so unfortunate in Santa Fé that he mortgaged 
the rest, and died of a broken heart. The flock of 
peor: and Rojas, at Rincon de Luna, was swept off 
. In 1828 some of Dwerhagen’s Hock were 
ont back to Buenos Ayres, and gave such 
results that Mr. Stegmann and Peter Sheridan com- 
enced importing Negretti sheep from Germany. They 
were followed by Harratt, Hannah, White, M’Clymont. 
Halbach, Bell, Miller, Bishop, Gowland, Miré, Dorrego, 
Velez, Mend and , who laboured strenuously 
and snecessfully in refining the flocks of Buenos Ayres. 
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Cattle-farming is mainly in the hands of Argentines, 
the distribution of cows and horses being approximately 
as follows: 

Onnens Ce Horses 
Argentines ... 8,600,000 1,600,000 
Europeans. 


An ordinary estancia has 10,000 head of horned 
cattle, divided into herds of 2,000 each, which require 
two men to mind, Cuttle thrive on coarse grass (pasto 
fuerte) and give little trouble unless in time of drought, 
when the peons use a “balde-sin-fondo” for drawing 
water from a well, worked by a man on horseback, 
who can thus water 2,000 head daily: the nsual stock 
is 2,000 per square league, that is 200 per sq, mile, 
An estancia with 10,000 cattle or 100,000 sheep repre- 
sents a capital of $700,000 currency or £45,000 stg. 

There is no country in the rld where the ratios 
of live-stock to population are so high as in Buenos 
Ayres, viz:— 

ee Value por tulle 
Sheep. Horses gold, 
$,050 136 

68 35 

$4 33 
2,600 40 
1,390 2 25 

76 5 


Tf we counted only the rural population (exclusive of 
the city) each inhabitant of the province would be found 
to possess Sl sheep, 11 cows and 2 horses, representing 
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a value of $161 gold or £ sterling, that is 4 times 
as much as in the U. States, and nearly double as much 
as in Anstralia. The population subsisting on pastoral 
and agricultural pursuits is approximately shewn in the 
tabl 
nls The. pee bewt 
Population. $ gold. $ gold. 
Pastoral... ., 350,000 59,400,000 ijo 
Tillage. « 228,000 145 
Trade ele .. 272,000 138 


TOTAL... 850,000 130,000,000 153 


Agriculture. The estimated area under crops in 1891 
compares with 1881 thus:— 


1881. 
215,000 
241,000 
15,000 
45,000 
71,000 100,000 
$6,000 200,000 
Wine S 13,000 
Sundries, . .« 718,000 


TOTAL., 1,404,000 


The capital invested in. agriculture is shewn approxi- 
imately as follows: 
‘ ten 
$ gold. 
Land: 34,200,000 
Houses 15,000,000 
Implements . ¥,000,000 


Sundries > 800,000 


Totat 71,000,900 


The capital directly employed in linre and in 
pastoral pursuits, and the product, ar wi thus > 
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‘Capital. Product. 
# gold. $ gold. Per cent. 
Agriculture ..... 71,000,000 33,000,000 27 
Estancla farming. 515,000,000 __59,400,000 13 
Totat.... — 586,000,000 92,400,000 16 


Agriculture requires comparatively’ 4 small capital, 
whereas sheep and cattle farming can only be profitably 
carried on by men of large fortune. 

Area and population. At various dates we find the 
area and rural population were:.— 


Year. Area sq, miles. Population. 
1744 3,030 6,064 
1801 11,100 32,200 
1822 13,700 82,100 - 
1853 63,600 180,300 
1883 110,000 612,000 
1891 110,000 850,000 


In 1744 the territory of Buenos Ayres included 
Magdalena, Ensenada, Quilmes, San Vicente, Matanzas. 
Luxan, Capilla, San Antonio, Baradero, Zarate, Conchas, 
and San Isidro. In 1779 were added Chascomus, Ran- 
chos, Monte, Lobos, Navarro, Mercedes, San Pedro. 
Carmen Areco. Arrecifes, Salto, Pergamino, Rojas, San 
Nicolas, and Patagones. During the ensuing 00 years 
the area was extended about 300 square leagues, by the 
addition of Dolores, Azul, Tandil, and Bahia Blanca. 

In 1833 General Rosas made his great expedition 
against the Indians, annexing 5,000 square leagues, and 
making the territory of Buenos Ayres 5 times the 
extent it had been. After his fall, in 1854, the Indians 
recovered most of the country which he had wrested 
from them, reducing the area to about 3000 square 
leagues. By degrees the frontier was extended until 
it embraced 4,500 square leagues, in 1877, when Colonel 
Alsina commenced a vigorous and unrelenting war 
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against the Indians, annexing 2,200 sqnare leagues. 
Subsequently Col. Roca (afterwards President) undertook, 
in 1878, to carry the frontier to Rio Negro, driving all 
the Indians beyond that river, and the nitimate arrange- 
ment of limits between the National Government and 
the province of Buenos Ayres left the area, as it now 
is, at 10,700 square leagues. 

At the present rate of progression the population 
doubles in 17 years, so that in 51 years hence it ought 
to reach 7,000,000 souls, that is 65 to the Square mile, 
this being the same density as now exists in the 
We:tern States of North America, According to the 
census of 1881 there is a great surplus of males, namely 
129 to 100 females, which is the result of immigration : 
the same is observed in Australia which has 124 males 
to 100 females, In 1881 the province of Buenos Ayres 
had 100 Argentines to 34 Europeans, 

No country in the world has so many children under 
5 years of age in ratio to population, the latest returns 
shewing as follows: 


Children under 5 yews tn 1000 poy 


Buenos Ayres., 152 Germany . a 124 
England. . 136 Austria .. 2 5 127 
Scotland ...... 437  Italy.....2.. Holland. . 113 
Ireland......., 181 Spain... Brazil ..-.,. 108 
Frances... 92 Norway + 135 9 Uy Statea 2.49 037 


This is partly owing to the shortness of the average 
span of life: the number of persons over 50 years of 
age, by the census of 1881, was only 69 per 1,000, 
against 118 in the U. States and 166 in the UD. Kingdom. 
It is not that the climate is unhealthy, but the poor 
gauchos are miserably housed, and the number of vio- 
lent, deaths is, moreover, very considerable, 
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Honse-property. The census of 1881 shewed that the 
total yale of house property (excluding the city of Buenos 
Ayres) was $51,000,000 gold. Deducting the small 
towns the average was $68 per head in the northern, 
$29 in the sonthern, departments. The gauclio: 
southern campsare much worse housed than the R 
Monjiks, whose houses shew a value of $55 
bitant. The difference between the northern and 
ern population in this respect is shewn by comparing 
same of the departments : 

House-value, $ gold per tnhabitand. 


Tapalquen, 
Tordillo, . 
Vecino .. 


_ The condition of the south has, however, notably; 
improved since 1881, with the introduction of railways 
and of foreign settlers. 

Vital Stafisties, The annual average number of births 
(exclusive of B. Ayres city) during 30 years shewed as 
follows :— 

Legitimate, Miegitinmate I. Ratio of. Ulogit 
31504 10,792 
15,185 
22,038 


13: 


Mates & 
J) Denes 


Poomal Total 

5,307 torr 

T41F 5 {047 

41,240 10,798 2 1,044 

The surplns of male births is the same as in Eur 

tarly 5 per cent. The births and deaths of 5 y 
tnding 1886 shewed the following averages 
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Births yearly... 23,810 
Deaths + .... 10,998 
Tncrease ... 3 12,812 
The increase was equivalent to 20 per 1,000 of the 
population. 
The principal causes of death were in the same 5 years 
as follows: 


Tetanus 
Phibisis 
Pneumonia ... 
Small-pox 
Heart-disease, 
Typhoid, 
Violent de: 
Various . 


TOTAL. 


It will be observed that Tetanus or lockjaw oceupic 
the first place, three-fourths of deaths from this canse 
being infant-tetanus. 

Schools, Tn 1891 the province (without the city) had 
50,000 children attending school, the ainual sum spent 
on edueation being $2,120,000 currency or £150,000 
sterling. The returns for 18% wed as follows: 

No. of schools. : 632 
Boys attending....... 26,027 
Girls . 22,105 

The expenditure on schools in 1891 was equal to 
8 shillings per inhabitant or 52 shillings per scholar, 
as compared with 50 shillings per child im’ England, 
and 63 shillings in the U. States. It is supposed that 
12,000 children are educated in their hom king 
in all 62,000 that receive instruction, ont of 148,000 
of school age, that is between 6 and 14 years, leaving 
$1,000 or 56 per cent uninstrncted. The scattered 
character of the popniation venders this almost inevitable, 
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Churches. There are 67 parish churches in the 84 
departments that compose the province; also 76 chapels 
of ease and 6 Protestant chapels. There is no church 
or chapel of any kind in Tordillo, Tuya, Mar Chiquito, 
Castelli, Vecino, Alvear, Peguajé, Trenquelauquen, 
Loberia, Suarez, Guamini and Puan, which departments 
have 51,000 population and cover 28,500 sq. miles. 

Institutions. The civil service, including all branches, 
comprises 9,300 paid servants, whose salaries in 1887 
made up $6,870,000, viz :— 









No. Salaries, $ Per head,$ 
Police... ..e.5+ 3,060 1,180,000 390 
Senators and Dep 127 275,000 2,200 
Governor & Cal 5 45,500 9 100 
Railway-men 3,315 2,355,000 joo 
School-teacher 1,590 925,000 600 
Bank-clerks . 408 952,000 1,900 
Various . 735 1,137,500 1,560 
9,340 6,870,000 750 


The number of persons arrested during the year 1887 
was:— 









For murder. 258 
> 2.455 
> rape. 201 
+ assault 1,650 
> drunkeuness. 8,820 
> minor offences 11,496 

Torat. 24,880 





There are 4 prisons, at Sierra Chica, Dolores, Mer- 
cedes and San Nicolas, containing 590 criminals. There 
are 26 hospitals, with 760 beds, receiving 2,400 patients 
yearly, of whom 14 per cent die. There are 38 free 
libraries with 54.000 volumes. 


2 
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Products, The quantities of products sent to market 
LS87, were as follows 


Tons Nw 
Wool, 79,200 Cows ++ $238,000 
Sheepskins 19,400 Sheep...... 4,666,000 
Horsehair 80 Mares...... 234,000 
Tallow 2,100 Hides (cow) 932,000 


There is no record as regards grain, linseed, alfa, ete. 
Tha above weight of wool is eqnal to 174 million 
pounds, being only 214 Ibs. per sheep, but the retums 
wore probably incomplete, ia aniicdey clin ted * 130,000 
tons, or 4 Ibs. per sheep 


Municipatities. The population and revennes of the 


principal towns in 1887 were: 


Population. ‘Revenue, $ 3 per head. 
La Plata. 66,000 215,000 3725 
San Nicolas 19,000 44,000 2°30 
Chivileoy 14,000 $1,000 2-90 
Mercedes 12,000 31,000 
5 8,000 97,000 
Dolores . 5 000 31,000 
Peryamino 8,000 38,000 
Son Fernando , 7,000 21,000 
7,000 119,000 
3,000 
6,000 29,000 
Tandil.. . 6,000 48,000 
Other towns. 147,000 1,211,000 


Tora 15,000 1,980,006 


Railieays. The province in May 1892 had 2210 
miles of lines working, the cost of constrnetion haying 
been 137,800,000 sterling. Mileage and capital compare 
with other countries thus: 
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Railway capital 











xin op. vera 
Buenos Ayres 4iz 7 
U. Kingdom. 52 20 
France F 46 15 
Germany. 50 10 
U. States . 252 3r 
Canada. . 254 30 
Australia. 257 24 


It is apparent that there has keen a superfluous if 
not reckless construction of railways in this province. 
There are in fact several parallel lines not far apart. 
The railways of Buenos Ayres are fully described in 
apter VI, page 22. 
manees. ‘The revenue and expenditure of the pro- 
vince since 1480 were approximately as follows: 








Sum § Per annum, § 
Revenues... $4,000,600 7,000,000 
Expenditure... 254,000,000 21,200,000 
Deficit .. ..... 170,000,000 14,200,000 


The debt which has accrued since 1880 is $53,500,000 
gold or 171 millions currency, equal to £10,700,000 
sterling. We have no record of how the money was 
spent, but probably as follows:— 











$ currency. £ sterling 
La Plata docks.. 48,000,000 = 3,000,000 
Public buildings . 90,000,000 5,600,000 
Sundries . . 33,000,000 2,100,000 

Tora 171,000,000 == 10,700,000 


The estimates fur 1892, by Minister Moreno, shew 
as follows: - 
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PONE, Exgendliare, 
currency. $ currency. 


Property-tax 1,910,000 Government, 6,500,060 
Stamps... 850) asury + 1,100,900 


Licenses . 


Banks etc...., Banks ée 
Torat.. 9,00 
The sume Minister stated the finances for preceding 


years as follows: 
189). 1801. 


$ currency. $ curconcy, 
Revenue. .... 9,810,000 9,000,000 
Expenditure... 20,860,000 


Deficit «0... 50, 0,000 
The three years 1889-90-91, he says, shewed an 
aggregate deficit of 88 millions currency, or £2,400,000 


sterling, which was met by the sale of the State rail- 
ways to an English Co. 

The estimates of expenditure for 1892, as given 
above, do not include the service of the public debt, 
which would demand £800,000 or $13,190,000 currency. 
The debt, as shewn by the Minister, in December 1891. 
was as follows: 


. _Titerest 
$ currency. $ currency 


Fortign .... 8,200,000 131,200,000 10,100,000 
Internal . 2,500,000 49,300,000 3,000,000. 
ToraL 10,700,000 171,§00,000 ‘13,100,000 

In the above table gold is reduced to currency 
820, that is $16 currency per & sterling, this being 
the present value (June 1892). Internal debt is made 
up of $29,000,000 in bonds, and $11,300,000 in ‘Trea 
sury bills 

Devanvwents. There are 84, and the returns and 
estimates for 1857 shewed as follows 





g 
> 
= 
= 
z 
E 
EJ 
i} 
z 
& 
= 
Fs 








o00%oSe oo0%'or 
ooo'f6i"s 00'061 
ooo'lt 


O1peiegy 


tra myn by 


“yo 


: 
i 
3 





pouin Spy 


oo0%oosy 
o00%0$ 
o00%oSo'r 
o00%gSo'r 
ooo'teS 
900°000"r 
ooo%oo$t*: 
o00*o0t* 1 


o00' Fgi*r 


dag 


o00"00S'I 
oootoato 
coo%ooh 6 
ooo'oor Sz 





32? 


DEPARTMENTS OF BUENOS AYRES 





oor'gbo'f o00'fg£'Sq 000% ez bor Sge‘orr _oobeSZ 






ooS‘eL1 oo0'Szz 000'SE ete oof! 
o0S‘z 000'0S6 00'Sz 06g) oor't 
000'2 000299 000'FSt ore’ oor't 
ooo'y o00'of6 ooo'rz1 Sol't 0090'S 
00’ 000006 ooo'oor obr's o0b'S 
oor 000% Sz 000'¢9 Sov ooS‘t 
o0S'E ooo'hlZ oo00'oS1 SSo'r 00S 
o00'Se. o00'SEz't 000g Sz 06g"t ool‘o! 
000'f 000'0S9 o00'1f LE oor'f 
00S'bE oootole1 — o00'g ff olg't 00S'g 
o00'F1 o00f00S o00'Sf ast 00S'9 
o00'gS« 0000S ooofor il ooS‘o! 
o00'6h 000'9S1 000'E1 otz oot te 
ooo! Lz 00% o00'r w oor'g 
o00'S! - 000°, gz cots 
0001 000'S o00'f St 0026 
00S'1 oo0'bgt o00'9z Lov o0l'g 
o00'f 000'006 c00'oo1 96S cor'g 
o00'ff 00'o00'r 00'S oLf't oof‘ot 
o0o'SL o00'00f o00'ogt ogi't o0t'6 
00° £ ooo'ofz 00’ r Sor off 
o00'9f 000'09S‘ oo0'oSt Sto%t ool, 
ooS'Lt 000006 o00'of slp 009'S 
000°66 000%00£ 0000S og 006'S 
ooS'ty ooo'od coo'of git oog'st 
oor‘or o00oof't ooo'orr olor 009'g 
o0S'LE 000'S66 ooo'gd o00'oor'9 062'E oot 
“porn vay) “daoggs amo.) 8 fone “anonqando 





“hundoad 


THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





The area under crops was as follows: 
Aeros. 

Whaat asiasses 775,000 

Malte, -\ 2050005 1,590,000 

Linseed .... 190,000 

Alfa. . 425,000 

Sundries .. 78,400 


Toran... .+ 3,048,400 


Ajé. Has a seaboard of 70 miles on the Atlantic, 
including Cape St. Anthony. The lands are low and 
swampy, no part of the district being more than S0-fk. 
over sea-level. It was brought within the frontier by 
Colonel Puyrredon in 1818. Population sparse, only 
5 to the square mile. Among the lest estancias is 
that of Messrs. Gibson, founded in 1822: others are 
those of Me Gilmour, Moran and Palmer. The 
Gibson estancia ranks among the finest in the River 
Plate, and Messrs. Gibson have valuable concessions for 
making a port near Ajé and branch railway to connect 
with the Great Southern. The town of Ajé, sometimes 
ealled Lavalle, 210 miles S, of Br 3s Ayres, was 
marked out in 1864, and now counts over 2,000 inhab- 

ants; it is healthy, although surrounded with swamps. 
Mr. William Morgan’s meat factory gives employment. 
to many hands: it was begun in 1876, and at present 
Mr. Morgan has 4 factories, at Ajé, Magdalena, Ense- 
nada and Bahia Blanea, representing a capital of 
£40,000, and turning out 600,000 tins yearly of tongues, 

ned beet ete. There is a considerable coasting trade, 
sels plying weekly to and from Buenos Ayres, The 
department has 6 schools, attended by 870 children. 

Alsina. Is one of the new departments in the far 

oth with only one inhabitant per square mile. Here 
Col, Alsina built Fort Carhné in 1877, around which 
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aud several good shops, pope Beast from Buenos 
Ayres in 6 hours, by rail to iento station. The 
chureh was built in 1858, The department has 7 schools, 
attended by 540 children. ‘The people are well housed, 
the average value of house-property being $90 per 
head: population 14 to the square mile. 

Arrecifes. 1s another ecéodlane district for sheep, 
watered by the river of same name. It was, however, 
exposed to Indians until the Irish settlers came, in 
1864, after which it rose rapidly in value. Assessed 
property multiplied six-fold in value between 1872 and 
1882. The department has 8 schools, with 670 children. 
Stegmann’s estancia is the finest; others are those of 
Fox, Browne, Bannon, Dalton, Ham, Kavanagh, Kenny, 
Mooney, O'Connor, O'Neil, Sarsfield, Sillitoe, Allen, 
Doyle, Cunningham, etc. The town of Arrecifes, with 
4,000 population, is 100 miles N.W. of Buenos Ayres, 
ant dates from 1756, when Sefior Pefialva built here a 
chapel to St. Joseph. The present church was built by 
Perez Millan in 1820. There are 105 shops, but the 
streets are unpaved, and typhoid, diphtheria and phthisis 
are common. The hospital receives 70 patients yearly. 
There are steam-mills, free library, hotels, ete. Arre- 
cifes is 5 hours by rail from town. 

Ayacucho, 1s a rich, undulating country, nearly mid- 
way between the Sierras of Tandil and the Atlantic, 
watered by streams from the Sierras: only 4 inhabitants 
to the square mile. Colonel Rauch conquered this ter- 
ritory 182 m. the Indians, when he established 
his fronti ‘ape Corrientes to Agul. ‘The Indians 
recovered r the fall of Rosas, and the department 
was not d till 1865.. Tt sprung into importance 
with the opening of the G. Southern Railway in 1880. 
Among the estancias are those of Corkhill, Cosgrove. 





Edward, Donner, Holmes, Goodhall, Milred, 
Nicholson, Parker, Shuttle, Walker, Ws 
rifles kept the Indians at bay. Most 
in the Naposta valley, as 
agriculture has made great 
department which approaches this in 
ment for 1887 shewing $46,000,000, this of course i 
clnding the town. The department has 7 schools, 
560 children, one parish church and two chapels, 
seaport town of Bahia Blanca, 447 miles hy rail feo 
Bnenos Aires dates from 1828, when Colonel ii 
founded a fort here. Rosas made it the base of his 
frontier in 1833, and two years later built a chapel to 
Our Lady of Merey. The town takes its name from 
the white sand, bemg 6 miles from the sea: the inter 
val is a swamp, full of crabs (see p. 84). The railway 
was opened hither in April 1884. There are many fine 
qnintas and farms in the vicinity, where all European 
fruits are grown, and from the grapes is made the 
Chocoli wine. ‘The canal made by Rosas serves for 
irrigation. The climate is windy: the heat on 3rd 
1883 reached 111 Fahr. in shade, the greatest 
cd. Snow has only fallen three times in 23 
years, and the average rainfall has been 19 inches, 
Dr. Lucero that diphtheria is common. There is 
a hospital with 50 beds. Mr. Muggeridze is British 
vice-consul. Waggons or horses may be hired from 
Bramajo or Bustos. A coach runs weekly to Pata- 
gones, on the Rio Negr 
Baleares. Ts a wild district between Ayacucho and 
the Atlantic, lying within Colonel Ranch’s frontier of 
1826, but over-rmn by Indians until 1860. Some parts 
are 800 feet over sea-level, It is well-stocked with 
sheep and cattle, but there are only 4 inhabitants per 
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square mile, and the people live mostly in mud huts. 
The Anchorenas, Lezamas, Martinez and Valientes own 
vast estancias, and among English settlers are Me. 
Connell, Patterson and Hardy. The department has 
7 schools, with 450 children, Martinez de Hoz main- 
tains on his estancia an orphan asylum for 36 children. 
The town of Balcarce, founded in 1876, is 240 miles 
from Buenos Ayres by rail, on the newly opened branch 
from Ayaenchd to Necochea or Quequen, on the 
seaboard. 

Baradero. Is one of the most populous and thriving 
departments in the north, having 30 persons to the 
square mile. Sheep-farming is giving place to agri- 
enlture, more than 70,000 acres being under plongh. 
Tillage was introdneed by a Swiss colony in 1856, 
since which time land has risen 6-fold in value. The 
people are admirably housed and very industrious. 
‘There are 10 schools, attended by 740 children. Among 
the Trish shoep-farmers are Brennan, Elliff, Counangliton, 
Lynch, Egan, Maguire, Moran, Murtagh, O'Korke, 
Wallace, Whelan, etc. The town of Baradero was 
established as a redaction of Quilmes Indians in 1666: 
it stands on a bint’ overlooking the Palmas branch of 
the Parand, but is subject to intermittent fever. i 


. Is anew territory. between Azul and Tren- 
melanquen, having been taken from the Indians in 
1876 by Colonel Alsina. The people live in mnd huts, 
and the population is only 3 to the sqnare mile. Among 
estancias are those of Dick, Moore and Kiernan, the 
rest belonging to Argentines. There are 4 schools, 
with $20 children. The village of Bolivar, otherwise 
San Carlos, dates from 1877 and oceupies the site of 
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a great battle with the Cacique Calfucurd, in 1872> it 
stands N.W. of the Saladillo river, 170 miles S.W. of 
Bnenos Ayres, and may be reached in 12 hours, via 
Western railway to Pegnajd. 

Bragado, 1s « low-lying western distriet beyond the 
Salado, no part being 200 feet over sea-level: the camps 
are good tor sheep, and lagoons are numerons. It was 
mostly Indian country down to 1255, until numbers of 
Basques and Italians settled down. Among the estan- 
cias are those of Kavanagh, Broderick, Evans, Gaynor, 
Grigg, Langley, O'Brien, Redmond, Shanahan, Smith, 
Wilson ete. The people are poorly housed, but agri- 
culture has made strides, about 50.000 acres being under 
plough. There are 11 schools, with 920 children. The 
town of Bragado, on the lake of same name (see p. 1) 
is 130 miles from Buenos Ayres, and is 6 hours journey 
by rail. This department has § inhabitants to the 
square milo, 

Brandzen. Is in the Samborombon valley, within 
Capt. Betbezé's frontier of 1779, and includes amo: 
other sheep-farms those of Mahon, Sheddon and Thorp. 
There are 8 schools, with 890 children. The only town 
is Ferrari, on the G-. S. railway, 40 miles from Buenos 
Ayres. The department takes its name from a German 
colonel who was killed in the battle of Ituzaings (1827): 
the town from an Italian farmer of the neighborhood, 

Brown, 1s a small agricultural district, thickly popu- 
lated, haying 80 persons to the square mile, and in 
reality a suburb of Buenos Ayres, only 12 miles from 
town. Burzaco’s is the largest grain-farm. There is a 
number of English residents in the vicinity of Adrogné, 
a charming village with two fine hotels, The plaza has 
4 statue to Admiral Brown, the Nelson of the River 
Plate. The department has two chapels, also 6 schools 
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Castelli. Is a low, swampy district, south of the 
Salado: there are 3 inhabitants per square mile, and 
he people live in mud huts. The Anchorenas, Alzagas 

ientes own vast estates, but care little for their 

there is no church or chapel the whole 
department of S00 square miles. There are 3 schools, 
with 130 children. A village is springing up at Guer- 
rero, 102 miles from Buenos Ayres, which is reached 
in 4 hours by G. S. railway. The Rincon de Lopez 
abounds in game. 

Chacaluco. Ts « Hat and populous western district, 
where agriculture has made great progress, there being 
90,000 acres under crops. It is also a favorite centre 
of sheep-farming, and among the estancias are those of 
Perkins (the first settler in 1862), Allen, Bell, Casey, 
Dowling, Duggan, Forest, Green, Keating, Lynch, 
Maclean, Murray, Pearson etc. This country was con- 
quered by Colonel Rauch in 1826, but the Indians re- 
covered it and held it over 30 years. The town of 
Chacabneo (see p. 100) has two steam-mills and 118 
shops, and is 6 hours by rail from Buenos Ayres. 
There are 10 schools, with 640 children. 

Chascomus. Lies between the Samborombon Gand 
Salado rivers, and is mostly low, but famous for rich 
pustuces, Tt was comprised within Pueyrredon's frontier 
of 1818 The people are well housed, and there are 
7 inhabitants to the square mile. It is a favorite dis- 
t with Scotch sheep-farmers. Among the estancias 
are those of Bell, Brown, Buchanan, Burnett, Campbell, 
Cox, Dodds, Fair, Graham, Green, Johnston, Maxwell, 
Mullady swton, Nowell, Plowes, Reid, Robson, Sheil, 
Thwrites, Wallace, Wilde and Wilson. The Newton 
estancia was the first that was fenced in the provinee; 
Fair's, of the Espartillar, is also a fine establishment. 
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summer months. The church was built by Dofia Magda- 
lena Bonelo in 1780. There are 6 schools with 430 
children. It includes the village of Tigre. Tigers some- 
times landed here from the floating islands of the Parand: 
Mr. Milberg trapped one so late as 1865, 

Dolores. 1s & populous, southern district with 13 per= 
sons to the sq. mile. It is low and swampy, nowhere 
more than 60 feet over sea-leavel, affording excellent 
pastures. The people are well housed, and better at- 
tended to in public matters than elsewhere in the south. 
There are 10 schools, with 1,160 children. Among the 
estancias are those of Fahey, McInemy, Purdie, Warren, 
White, Yates, etc. Raintall averages 32 inches yearly 
The town of Dolores (see p. 86) is only 6 hours by rail 
from Buenos Ayres: its progress dates from the open- 
ing of the Great Southern railway in 1874. It has a 
superb church, town-hall, theatre, free-library, hotels 
and 300 shops. The hospital has 34 beds. 

Kusenada. This is now called La Plata, and includes 
the capital of the province. It extends along Barragan’s 
Bay (see p. 97) and is mostly low, nowhere exceeding 
80 feet over sea-level. Among the estancias are those 
of Bell, Buchanan, Allen, Davidson, Cooper, Mahon, 
Taylor, etc. Ensenada was used as a port for 200 
years in the time of Spanish rule, and in 1824 Dr. Riva- 
davia raised a loan of £1,000,000 sterling to improve 
the harbor, under the direction of Mr. Bevans OC. KE. 
(grandfather of President Pellegrini), but the war with 
Brazil prevented the undertaking. Mr. Wheelwright 
again took if up in 1868, and made a temporary pier, 
8,000 feet long and 25 wide, at Punta Lara, but his 
death shortly afterwards again stopped the works, The 
bay of Ensenada has an a f 2,120 acres. and is now. 
connected with La Plata city by the new docks: these 
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were begun by Mr. Waldorp in 1884. for the Provin- 
eial Government, and have cost £3,000000 sterling, 
admitting vessels of 24 feet dranght. The works extend 
about 3 miles in length and the trade of the port in 
1890 was:—Imports $3,000,000 gold, exports $1,130,000, 
entries 200,000 tons. 

The city of La Plata promises to be in time one of 
the grandest in South America. It was founded on the 
19th November 1882, and has at present 60,000 inhab- 
itants, the value of houses and public buildings being 
260 millions currency or 416,000,000 sterling (see p. 
97): its avenues, boulevards, public edifices, electric light 
ete. give it & fine appearance. Mr. E. T. Puleston 
trausacts most of the business for banks and in con- 
nection with official departments. There are 29 schools, 
attended by 3500 children. The public library has 
14,000 volumes, There are 3 hospitals, with 250 beds. 
The Musenm is very rich in fossils, and is ably directed 
by Don Francisco Moreno. There are one church and 
4 chapels. The suburb of Tolosa is the central point 
of the railways of the province. La Plata is reached 
in less than two hours from Buenos Ayres the distance 
being 35 miles and the railway service good. 

Giles. Ts @ small western department, of high, roll- 
ing camps, well ‘suited for sheep, and takes its name 
from a farmer named Giles, to whom Capt. Betbezé 

we these lands in 1779, when he laid down the 
rontier. Among the esta: are those of Morgan, 

, Kenny, O'Brien, Blliff, Carry, Tormey, Wheeler 
te. @ people are well housed and prosperous. There 
are 6 schools, with 260 children. The town of Giles 
was founded in 1826, and has 2,000 inhabitants, 

Guamini. Ts a new froutier department in the south- 
west, with less than one inhabitant per square mile. 
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Tt has more cows than sheep, being mo: “hard 7 
camps, taken from the Tadianed hy Col. Ken in iIsiz. 
The first settlers were Thompson and Dickson in 1SSH- 
Among present owners are Baker, Grant, Bridger, 
Shennan, Thompson Roberts, Barelay, Norton, Dasls- 
wood. The estancia Lahusen is cut up into meadows 
and has fine buildings and offices. That of Shennan 
and Evans has much fine stock, that of Roberts large 
plantations of trees. The soil is well suited for tillago, 
Brankhorst has an estancia of 26,000 acres at Tres 
Marias, carryi 00 merino sheep and 2500 cattle, 
The town ¢ i has 1,000 inhabitants, and 3 
schools, with 150 children, but there is no church or 
chapel. Tt stands near some large lakes, midway 
between Trenquelanquen and Carumalan, Tt is 270. 
miles from Buenos Ayres, as the crow flies, and may 
be reached in 18 hours, via rail to Trenquelanqnen. 

dua Ts a wild and hilly frontier tiatsioy with 
only two inhabitants per square mile: it is in some parts 
1,400. feet. over i} and is watered by streams 
from the Sierras of Tans There are 40,000 acres 
under plough, and two million head between sheep and 
cows. 1 ple are badly housed and little attended 

i thy land-owners, Anchorenas, Ezeizas, 

Tturraldes, Otamendis ete. Among English settlers are 
Edwards, Garrett, Reddy, Ryan and Turner, The 
department has 6 schools, with 270 children. The town 
of Juarez (see p. 88) is 300 miles from Buenos Ayres, 
and may be reached in 16 hours. Dr. Casal says the 
town is i cold in winter and Sahjeot 
to pulmonary disease, There are steam-mills, 41 shops, 
an hotel, and a hospital with 6 beds. 

Julio Nueve de. Is a large, thinly settled western 
department with barely 4 persons per square mile. It 
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Was annexed by Rosas in 1833 and recovered by the 
in 1853. Coliqueo's friendly tribe held a great 
Portion down to 1864. The first English settlers wore 
(m 1860—62) Donthat, Fletcher, Dick, Kenyon, Foster, 
Stevenson, Shaw, Smith and Wallace, but only some 
of these remain. The Negras estancia founded by 
Mr, Douthat is now the property of Edward Hawes, 
the first man to introduce fencing in the western camps 
™ 1878, and who has since imported Durham bulls and 
ther fine cattle. Among other estancieros are Burns, 
tts, Perry, Vernon, Kiernan, Lynch, Kavanagh, 
McDonnell, Murray ete, John Campbell’ estancia of 
45 000 acres is divided into 16 meadows: he has 100,000 
frees, a fine park and house. and pedigree stock. The 


Jewish volony of Mauricio adjoins, The department has 
© schools, with 480 children. The town of Nueve de 


Tt is reached in 7 honrs from 


dunin. Is &@ new westeru district that has made 


off their wives, so late as 1873. Flocks and 

are numerous, and the area under plough is over 

The lauds are low and often flooded by 

Among the estancias are those of Dowling, 

¥ Murray, O'Neill and Atkins. There are three 
lagoons, from 10 to 20 miles long, the largest 

aug called Mar Chiquita. The department. has six 
Schools, with 540 children. The town of Junin is 
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ouly 7 hours from Buenos Ayres, on the Pacific 
Railway. 

Las Flores, Is a very rich pastoral district of the 
sonth, and at times flooded by the Salado. It was con- 
quered in 1779 by the Viceroy Vertiz, who found the 
river-banks lined with flowers, and hence its name. It 
was, however, so exposed to Indian forays that the 
first European settlers did not venture here till 1856. 
Musgrave was the first to introduce fencing, in 1864, 
Among the estancias are those of Beckford, Brown, 
Codd, Forster, Gebbie, Kelly, Manson, Mason, O'Grady, 
Eborall, Robson and White. There are 10 schools, 
wirh 780 children, The people are well housed. The 
town of Carmen de Flores (see p. 82) is only 7 hours 
by rail from Buenos Ayres, and is the junction for 
three lines of railway. It has a free library, local 
néwspaper and 170 shops or factories. 

Las Heras. 1s a small south-western district, once 
famous for sheep-farms, but now rapidly changing to 
tillage. There are 130,000 acres under plough, and 12 
inhabitants to the square mile. Twenty years ago the 
lands were owned by the Dillons, Murphys, Hams, 
Lynches, Moores, C . Healys, ete.; most of whom 
have since sold-at exceedingly high prices, and moved 
further ont. The department has 5 schools, with 270 
children. There is a village called Hornos, with 1,000 
inhabitants, founded in 1870, on the Saladillo branch 
of the Western railway, 2 hours from town; it has a 
church and a few shops. 

Lincoln. Is a vast western district, with two inha- 
bitants to the square mile. It. is mostly low, lying 
SW. of the Salado. Rosas did not attempt to melnde 
it in his frontier of 1833, and it was regarded as Indian 
territory until 1865 when Murmy, Dowling and some 
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other Trishmen planted estancias near fort Ituzaingd. 
Among the present land-owners are Duggan, Oostendorp, 
Grigg. Younger, Gowland etc. Duggan’s estancia covers 
500 square miles, all fenced. That of Oostendorp is 
likewise of great extent. The town of Lincoln, founded 
in 1867 on the site of Fort Chafar, has a chapel, hotel, 
shops and 2,000 inhabitants. There is also a hamlet 
called Lavalle, further west, with 300 inhabitants. 
Either place may be reached in one day from town, 
via rail to Junin or Vedia, on the Pacific line. Lincoln 
is 180 miles west of Buenos Ayres as the crow fies, 
aud about 40 south-west from Junin, being on the pro- 
posed line of railway from that town to Trenquelanguen. 
Eoheria. 1s a very wild, southern department, with 
less than 3 inhabitants to the square mile, It extends 
from the Sierras of Tandil to the Atlantic, and takes 
its name from the numbers of seals (lobos) along the 
coast. Some parts are 800 feet over sea-level, It is 
rich in flocks and herds, but the people live in mud 
huts, aud there is neither church nor chapel. This 
territory of 2,000 square miles belongs to a few Argen- 
tine estancieros, the Casares, Fernandez, Luros, Guer- 
ticos, Oteros, Suarez and Valientes: the only English 
owners are Gaynor and McClellan. The department is 
watered by the river Quequen, near the mouth of 
which it is proposed to build “the city of Quequen”, 
only separated by the Quequen river from the new 
watering-place, Necochea, on the south bank. As 
juen is the terminus of the new branch of the 
G. 5S. railway from Ayacucho it will soon become of 
some importance. department has 4 schools, with 
320 children. 
Lobos, Is « low-lying, fertile and prosperous district 
of the south-west, thickly stocked and having 18 inha- 
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bitants per square mile, It was conquered by Capt. 
Betbezé in 1779, being inside the Salado, Irish sheep- 
farm settled here in L840, und among the best 
estancias are those of Gahan, Casey, Moore, Garraghan, 
Geoghegan, Lawler, O’Gorman, O'Neill, Dolan, Wright 
etc. Agriculture is advanced, the area under crops 
being 110,000 acres. The department has 8 schools, 
with 810 children. The people are affluent and well 
honsed, the ratio of house-property being $155 per 
head. The town of Lobos (see p. 92) has grown rapidly 
since the railway was opened, in 1867: it has a fine 
church, free library, a hospital with 16 beds, town-hall, 
170 shops and 6,500 inhabitants. It is 61 miles from 
Buenos Ayres, 

Lomas, Is a suburb of Buenos Ayres, 10 miles to 
the south, with 180 inhabitants per square mile. It 
includes Monte Grande and Santa Catalina, where Ro- 
bertson’s Scotch colony was established in 1826. The 
grounds of Santa Catalina were beautifully laid out by 
Mr. Tweedie, the plantations comprising 1,100,000 trees: 
this was for many years th lence of Mr, Patrick 
Bookey, and is now a Government “haras” and prize 
farm. Close Ly is the Victoria Convalescent Home, 
founded in 1887. 1 re many fine quintas, espe- 
cially that of Mr. Meeks, near the railway. Although 
the department is very small it has 6 railway stations: 
Lanns, Banfield, Lomas and Temperley on the G. 
Southern line, and Llavallol and Monte Grande on the 
Cafinelas branch. There are 8 schools, with 740 chil- 
dren, The town of Lomas is officially called La Paz 
(see the district was granted by Garay in 1580 
to a gentleman called Zamora, It is now a favorite 
residence of British merchants, having an admirable 
train-service. The Lomas Harriers meet onee a week 
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mile. It was a part of the Indian territory annexed by 
Col. Rauch in 1826, and made into a department by 
Rosas in 1839. It has a coast-line of 80 miles, and 
takes its name from an inlet of the Atlantic, which 
forms a gulf 5 miles in length. Anchorena’s estate of 
Loma de Gongora covers 600 square miles, besides 
which there are vast properties belonging to Aguirre, 
Barbosa, Bernal, Ezeiza, Cobo, Piran, Tbaiez and Sosa, 
The people live in mud buts, the average value of 
which is officially stated at $16 per head: there is 
neither church nor chapel, the land-owners being utterly 
heedless of the condition of their people. There are 
7 schools, with 180 children. It is proposed to build 
a village on the gulf above-mentioned, which would be 
nearer to Buenos Ayres than Mar del Plata, and better 
suited for sea-bathing; for this purpose a branch rail- 
way should be made to Arbolito station, 20 miles 
distant. Mar Chiquita would then be 230 miles from 
Buenos Ayres, say 10 hours’ journey. There are some 
English landowners: Gaynor, Jones, Reddy, Quinn, 
Donne, MeGaul and Holder. 

Marcos Pax. 1s a small, populous western de 
ment, where sheep are rapidly giving place to tilene 
The estancias formerly owned by Dillons, Murphys. 
Lawlers, Slavins and Tallons are now cat up am 
Italian wheat-growers. The people are well housed au 
prosperous. The department has 5 schools, with 400 
children, The town of Marcos Paz, founded in 1871, 
has 2,000 inhabitants, and is a station on the Saladillo 
branch of the Western railway, two hours from the city. 
Bronkhorst’s model farm, started in 1879, has 1,5 
fino merino sheep and 200 Durham cows. 

Matanxas, Is a small, suburban departmeut, only 
15 miles SW. from Buenos Ayres, and takes its name 
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from the “slanghter’’ of Querandi Indians im 1580 by 
Jun de Garay. It was one of the departments of 
Matanzas river afterwards, in passing 
through Barracas, is called the Riachuelo. The Ramos 
Mexia family, who have a very handsome residence, 
the original Cedula of Philip IT granting them 
these lands, in the 16th century. In 1824 Mrs. Hannah 
Burns established a dairy farm here; her house was 
fortified, with a piece of cannon on the roof, and she 
lived to an advanced age, the dread of cattle-lifters, 
Tn later years it has been a favorite district for Basque 
milkmen. There are 7 schools, with 440 children, The 
people are prosperous and well housed. The town of 
San Justo has 1,000 inhabitants, and is a station on 
the branch railway from Haedo to La Plata. It was 
founded in 1856, by Justo Villegas. Rainfall averages 
88 inches yearly; temperature shews highest monthly 
range 77, lowest 54 Fahr. 

Mayo 25 de. Is an extensive, prosperous and well 
stocked sonth western department, with 8 inhabitants 
to the square mile. The lands are low and fertile, 
often flooded by the Salado, lying as they do between 
that river and the Saladillo. This territory was annexed 

Col. Rauch in 1826, and made into the department 
of Mulitas by General Rosas in 1846, but recovered by 
the Indians after his fall. One of the first settlers was 
Mr. Keen, in 1864. The pastures are rich, being 
watered by the Salado and various lagoons. The es- 
tancias comprise those of Atucha, Unzné, Lezica, 
Fernandez, Villaraza etc. among Argentines, and Dickson, 
Keen, Elliff, Whelan, Wright ste. among forei 
The people live mostly in mud buts. Th 
schools, attended by 800 children. The town of 
Veinte-cinco de Mayo, formerly Mulitas, is equi-distant 
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hetween Saladillo and Bragado, but coaches prefer the 
former station, and by this route the journey to Buends 
Ayres is done in 10 hours. The town is frequently « 
prey to typhoid, diphtheria and small-pox. ‘There are 
a oburch, free library, steam-mills, 130 shops and 7,000 
inhabitants: there is a hospital with 6 beds, Average 
rainfall inches: mean annual temperature 60 Fahr, 

Maymi. Is a low, swampy district, south of Dolores 
and Tordjllo, with 4 inhabitants to the square mile, 
It is sometimes called Monsalvo, from a forest of that 
name, and was annexed by Col. Rauch in 1826. Rosas 
included it in the department of Vecino in 1889. It 
has fine pastures, teeming with flocks and herds, but 
the poor gauchos are utterly uncared for, the whole 
country being owned by Alzagas, Acostus, Diaz, Elias, 
Lastras, Pereyras and Ramos Mexias. The last-named 
family has an estate of 400 square miles. The people 
live in mnd huts, the value of honse-property being 
only $38 per head. There are 4 schools, with 250 
children. The only English land-owners are Logan and 
Wheeler. The town of Maypi (sce p. 86) is a station 
on the G.S. railway, from which starts the branch-line 
to Mar del Plata. It has a chureh, free library, 100 
shops and 2,000 inhabitants, and has sprung up since 
the opening of the railway in 1879, which brings it 
within 7 hours of Buenos A & 

Mercedes, 1s one of the est western departments, 
very flat and covered with rich grasses, Tt was annexed 
in 1779, but made little progress until Trish sheep 
farmers came in 1840. Among the estancias are those 
of Allen, Connor, Dillon, Flanagan, Garaghan, Kelly, 
Ledwith, Le Maguire, Mahon, Martin, Murpl 
Marray, Stafford and Tyrrell, The lands are heavily 
stocked, carrying three sheep to the acre. The peed 
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are prosperous, and house property shews $155 per 
inhabitant, The department has 4 churches, 10 bridges 
and 16 schools attended by 1,470 children. The town 
of Mercedes (see p. 90) stands on the site of Guardia 
Luxan, built by Capt. Betbezé in 1779. Tt takes its 
name from a church erected to Our Lady of Marcy 
in 1786, and is the 4th town in the province, with 
well-Luilt streets, public edifices, steam-mills, 240 shops 
and a hospital of 40 beds. There is a local bank, 
under the presidency of Mr. Nicholas Lowe, an enter- 
prising Trishman, who has also promoted fairs and 
agricultural shows, The town-hall has a free library 
aud a ball-room 100 feet long. St. Patrick’s college 
covers 4 acres. Mercedes is a central point on the 
Western and the Pacific railways, and is reached in 8 
hours from Buenos Ayres. Dr. Creagh is English phy- 
sician. Rey. Father O'Grady has a chapel, attached to 
the college. 

Merto. 1s a suburban district, 19 miles W. of Buenos 
Ayres, in which agriculturs is progressing, being watered 
by the Conchas river. It has 6 schools, with 430 
children. The town (see p. 89) takes its name from 
Franciseo Merlo who built a chapel to St. Anthony in 
1724, and laid out the village in 1730: his descendants 
are still in the neighborhood. 1 first. steam-mill in 
the province was built here in 1857 by Blumstein and 
Laroche. The population is 1,500 souls, and there are 
some pretty country-houses. It is the junction from 
which the Saladillo railway starts. 

Monte. 1s a flourishing southern department, inside 
the Salado, and formed one of the 10 departments of 
1779, The lands are low, and have many lagoons. 
Seotch and Irish sheep-farmers have long been mume- 
rous, atid among the estancias are those of McClymont, 
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Russell, Shennan, Malcom, White Wilson, Brady, Craig, 
Dillon, Hogan, Kenny, Lyall, Martin, McLoughlin, Moran 
ete. The gauchos are badly housed; they are good 
horse-tamers. The dictator Rosas passed here his early 
years. The department has 8 schools, with 850 children. 
The town of Monte stands where Capt. Betkezé built 
a fort in 1779, on the banks of a lake. A chapel was 
built to St. Michael in 1811, which gave place to a 
handsome church in 1872, the Scotch and Irish farmers 
contributing liberally. There are 2 hotels, 60 shops and 
2,200 inhabitants. A new branch of the GS. railway 
was opened in June 1892 from Caiuelas to Las Flores, 
passing through Monte, which brings this town within 
% hours of Buenos Ayres. Agriculture is progressing 
apidly, this department having 90,000 acres under 
plong 

Moreno. 1s a small western department, which was 
included in the frontier of 1744, watered by the afflu- 
ents of the Conchas and Luxan. Numbers of small 
farms are held by Italians, population being 31 to the 
square mile. The department has 13 bridges, and 5 
schools with 420 children. The town of Moreno (see 
p- 89) is only one hour from Buenos Ayres, and was 
founded in 1860. It has 70 shops and 1,400 inhabi- 
tants. 

Moron, Ts a suburban district on the W 
way, with 190 persons to the square mil 
made a department so far back as 1630, and probably 
takes its name from one of Garay’s followers. It has 
always been famons for the dryness of its air and the 
fertility of its soil. The town (see p. 89) was founded 
by José Escalada in 1730 and has now i i 
tants, being less then an hour from the eit: 
of house-property in this department is prodigious, over 
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$250 per inhabitant. Some of the quintas are very 
fine, with plantations of Eucalyptus. ‘There are 9 
schools, with 610 children. The church which was 
built in 1779 was dedicated to Our Lady of Good 
Journey, because this was then the first stage on the 
highroad to Peru: the present one is of recent cons- 
traction. Moron is a favorite resort in the summer 
months, and Dr. Casullo says it is free from stagnant 
pools or malaria, well sheltered by plantations, and 
good for consumptive patients. 

Navarro. 1s a small south-western department, very 
heavily stocked with sheep (more than three to the 
acre). It was included in the frontier of 1779, being 
inside the Salado, and made into a department in 1815. 
It has long been famous for rich pastures, and its pro- 
gress dates from 1840, when three Irishmen from North 
America started here as sheep-farmers. Among the 
estancias are those of Carthy, Casey, Gahan, Kenny, 
Lynch, Maguire, Maxwell, Ham, Dillon, Lawler and 
Norris. Besides the great lagoon of Navarro there are 
many streams, tributary to the Salado. The depart- 
ment has 6 bridges, and 10 schools with 430 children. 
The town stands on the site of Fort Navarro, built by 
Capt. Betbezé in 1779, close to the lagoon. A church 
was built to St. Lawrence in 1838, but the town has 
not made great progress, having at present only 2,300 
auentitants; it was very unhealthy, as Dr. Castaio 

;—down to the year 1881, the streets being in 
oe full of stagnant pools and the lagoon often dry- 

up in summer, and exhaling malaria. Diphtheria 
and typhoid fever made great ravages; bui in 1881 the 
streets were drained, and a breakwater was made to 
keop the lagoon full of water in summer. Pulmonary 
disease is, however, still very common. The nearest 
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railway station is Zapiola, on the Saladillo line, by 
which the journey to town is made in 5 hours. 
Necochea. 1s a vast, thinly peopled territory beyond 
the River Quequen, along the Atlantic seaboard, with 
only two persons to the square mile. It was a part 
of the Loberia country, conquered by Rosas in his ex; 
dition of 1833, but recaptured by the Indians after his 
fall in 1852. It has a coast line of 50 miles from the 
mouth of the Quequen to the Cristiano Muerto ‘arroyo’; 
the former river is navigable 40 miles. The lands 
afford excellent pastures and have been occupied about 
30 years. The department was formed in 1865, and 
is owned by 40 large proprietors, the Alzagas, Ancho- 
renas, Casares, Cobos, Diaz-Velez, Ezeyzas, Herreras, 
Traolas, Laras. Oliveras, Torres, Udaqniolas, Velas, and 
others, who take little heed of the condition of their 
people. These live in mud huts, the ratio of honse- 
property being only $26 per inhabitant. The Diaz- 
Velez estate covers 850 square miles, that of Nepomu- 
ceno Fernandez 300, and the Olivera estancia at Paso 
Otero in the Quequen is famous for prize cattle. In 
this vast territory of 3,000 square miles there is but 
one chapel, ; n of Necochea, There are 4 
schools, with 200 children, The town (see p. 87) is 
called sometimes Necochea, sometimes Quequen, but the 
latter is properly a suburb on the N. bank of the 
Quequen. Although founded in 1877 it has already 
) souls, and promises to outstrip Mar del Plata as 
a bathing-place; but it is 90 miles further, the journey 
from Buenos Ayres taking 15 hours by rail. 
Olabarria. 18 a high, rolling country, beyond the 
Sierras of Azul, with 3 inhabitants to the square mile; 
it is in some parts 1,000 feet over sea-level, watered 
by streams from the Sierras, and the camps are equally 
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good for pasture or tillage. The department was 
formed in 1865, but was often over-run by Indians 
until Colonel Alsina made the frontier of 1877. A 
colony of Russians arrived here, to whom the Govern- 
ment of Buenos Ayres made a free grant of 240 square 
miles in 1,200 farm-lots of 120 acres. In 1884 the colony 
counted 2,800 souls, occupying 954 farms, producing 
21,000 tons of wheat, and having besides schools a 
chapel built of stone to St. Michael. At present the 
department has nearly 200,000 acres under crops, the 
Russian colony representing probably one-half. There 
are, moreover, 3,000,000 head of stock, between cattle, 
sheep and horses. The property of the department is 
valued at 22 millions currency, say $1,500,000 stg., all 
created since the arrival of the Russians, 14 years ago. 
Immense tracts of lands are owned by the Aguilars. 
Alvarez, Meahes, Olazabals, Otamendis, Pereyras, Saa- 
vedras, Vegas, etc, whose people live mostly in mud 
huts, as they did 200 years ago. House-property is 
only $33 per head. This department is half the size 
of the kingdom of Belgium. There are 13 schools, 
with 730 children. The town of Olabarria (see p. 83) 
was marked out in 1879, and has made great progress 
since the opening of the G. S. railway (in 1884) to 
Bahia Blanca, counting at present 2,400 inhabitants : 
it is.10 hours from Buenos Ayres, and 10 from Béhia 
Blanca. A few miles north of the town is the peni- 
tentiary of Sierra Chica, where quarries are worked by 
convicts. The climate of Qlavarria is very healthy, 
but not good for weak lungs, being subject to sudden 
changes of temperature. 

Patagones, 3 a vast territory between the rivers 
Negro and Colorado and washed by the Atlantic, with 
only one inhabitant to the square mile. When General 
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Rosas conquered this country in 1833 he found the 
ruins of many old Spanish estancias along the N. bank 
of the Negro as high as Choel-Chosl, 280 miles, which 
had fallen into the hands of the Indians. After his 
fall, in 1852, the Indians recovered this territory. The 
first European settlers, in 1866, were the Kincaids, 
Zeller, Frazer, Bucklands and a few othér intrepid men. 
who had to hold their ground at tremendons odds, and 
with sleepless vigilance, against the Indians. The prin- 
cipal land-owners are Luro, Bergara, Carbajal, Agapito, 
Belloza, Isidro, Jayme and Pezoa on the Colorado: 
Hansen, Mulhall, Buckland, Sassenberg and Piedrabuena 
on the seaboard, and Kincaid, Mulhall, Bertonelli, 
Rodriguez and Winter on the Rio Negro (see pp. 192 
and 195). The town of Carmen (see p. 190) has a 
church, schools and 70 shops, on the N. bank of Rio 
Negro. It was originally on the S. bank, where Capt, 
Biedma built a fort in 1778, bat was removed on ac- 
count of floods, The department has 5 schools, with 
240 children 

Peguajé. 1s a new department on the western frontier, 
with less than two inhabitants per square mile, inolnd- 
ing some of the territories formerly belonging to Nneve 
de Julio and much Indian country annexed by Colonel 
Alsina in I877, Among the estancias are those of 
Drysdale, Campell, Carabassa, Lansen, Bellocg, Maggi, 
Canessa, Wright, Bouquet and Martin. The department 
was formed in 1889, when a village was founded on 
the site of Fort Mellizas. It is a station on the West- 
ern railway (see p. 1), 10 hours from Buenos Ayres. 

Pergamino. 1s a populous and progressive depart- 
ment which reaches to the frontier of Santa Fé, with 
20 persons to the square mile. Tt was ocenpied by the 
Spaniards in the last century, but was allowed to re- 





DEPARTMENTS OF BUENOS AYRES 355 





lapse into the power of the Indians after the fall of 
Rosas. The first settler was John Doyle, who was 
killed by run-away soldiers after the battle of Cepeda, 
in 1859. There are at present two million head of 
stock, and the area under crops reaches 150,000 acres, 
Among the estancias are those of Allen, Bacon, Brady, 
@, Dillon, Duffy, Fitzsimon, Fox, Gregory, 

Hale, een Heath, Hogan, Jacobs, MeDermot, 
Mooney, Nicholson, O”’foole, Ryan and Street. The 
lands are high, but well watered by the Fontezuela 
and other streams and the lagoons of Cardoso. There 
are 9 schools, with 1,180 children, The town of Per- 

ino (see p. 116) was established as a stage on the 

ighroad to Pern early in the 18th century, and a 
church built to Our Lady of Mercy in 1779. It was 
besieged by Indians so late as 1864, and made little 
progress till the opening of the railway, in 1883, since 
which its population hus doubled. It has a church, 
free library, steam-mills, hotels, 170 shops and 8,000 
inhabitants. The hospital has 70 beds. Bronchitis aud 
diphtheria are common. It is 2 hours by rail from San 
Nicolas, and 8 from Buenos Ayres. Several lines cross 
here. 

Pila, Js a wild, low-lying department beyoud the 
Salado, with two inhabitants to the square mile. It 
was conquered by Rauch in, 1826, but subsequently 
over-ran by Indians. It is the property of wealthy 
Argentines, and teems with flocks and her¢ 
a most abandoned condition, the poor gauchos living 
in mud huts, The value of house property is only $16 
per head. The Auchorena estancia rans 50 miles in # 
straight line to the Vecino. The other proprictors are 
the eros, Casalins, Cascos, Dorados, Gallos, Girados, 
Harilaos, Ibaihez, Lopez, Mignens, Senillosas, Steginans 













which territory fell into | 
of Indians after the overthrow of Rosas, and 
by them uudisputed until 1865, when some bold B 
men settled on the Sauce Grande. There 

40 native estancias of vast extent, wher 
gauchos live in mud huts, In this terri 
1 there is one chapel, at the town 


or £800,000 stg., and yet the ratio of honsi 
| is only $23, or thirty shillings, per inhabits 


Q = 
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town of Pringles was founded in 1883, on the old 
Indian camping-ground of Pilla-Huines, and has sprang 
into some importance since the opening of the Tres 
os and Bahia Blanca section of the G. Southern 
. It is midway between the station of Tres 
Aeros and that of Sauce Corto on the Curumulan 
section, and has 2,400 inhabitants. There are 3 schools, 
with 170 children. It may he reached in 24 hours 
from Buenos Ayres. 

Puan. Is a new, frontier department of the south- 
west, of vast extent, having one inhabitant to the 
square mile, and was taken from the Indians by Col. 
Alsina in 1877. It has a great number of ‘arroyos’ 
and lagoons, lying west of the Curumalan range of 
hills. The department was formed in 1886, south of 
Alsina and North of Bahia Blanca, from which latter 
it is separated by the Sauce Chico. The stock exceeds 
one million head, and assessed property exceeds 6 millions 
currency. There are two schools, with 80 children. 
The village of Puan, on the site of Alsina's fort, has 
1,000 inhabitants, and will be a station on the proposed 
frontier-railway from Trenquelauquen to Bahia Blanca, 
via Bernasconi. It is 15 miles W. of Arroyo Corto 
station on the Great Southern railway, which brings it 
within 20 hours of Buenos Ayres. the distance being 
360 miles. 

Pueyrredon. 1s a department on the south coast, 
taking in Cape Corrientes, and was conquered by Col. 
Rauch in 1826, but at times over-run by Indians, form- 
ing as it did a part of Loberia until 1880, when the 
department was formed. There are large estancii 
belonging to Barragan, Islas, Peralta Ramos, Saenz 
Valiente, Vivot, Camet, Zubiaurre and others. The 
lands are heavily stocked. In this department is the 
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famous Laguna de los Padres, 10 miles NW. of the 
bathing-place Mar del Plata: the lake covers 1,300 
acres, and has on one side thickets, in the midst of 
which are said to exist some remains of the Jesuit 
chapel of F. Strobel, built in 1747, as also fruit trees 
planted by the Fathers. This flourishing mission was 
destroyed in 1756 by the Grand Cacique Cangapol, who 
carried fire and sword to the gates of Buenos Ayres 
in consequence of the wanton massacre of a tribe of 
friendly dbidiaiw at Chascomus by a Spanish officer. 
The famous Father Falkner spent some years with the 
Indians of this coast, and mentions the annual “parlia- 
ment of seals” at Cape Corrientes, which is still held. 
The cliffs along the coast have millions of parrots, and 
the sea is alive with shoals of porpoises. Agriculture 
is making progress, the potatoes grown here bei 
specially good, The department has 6 schools, wit 
860 children. The town of Mar del Plata (see p. 86) 
stands on the site of a saladero of Patricio Peralta, 
established in 1870: if was begun in 1886, when the 
G. 5. railway made a branch line hither, and has now 
5,000 inhabitants, irrespective of visitors, of whom there 
are 10,000 every season. Good hotels at reasonable 
charges are sorely needed. Sanitary matters likewise 
call for reform. The beach is, moreover, dangerous for 
bathing. Many people, however, go merely to enjoy 
the delightful atmosphere, others to play roulette. 
Quilmes. Is a charming suburban district, with 
50,000 acres under crops and 70 persons to the square 
mile. Agriculture of an improved kind was introduced 
in 1840 by the late John Clark, who greatly advanced 
this neighborhood, » model-farms of Wilfred Latham 
and Benavente were long famous for their Rambouillet 
shoop, as also John Davidson's. estancia of Santelli: 
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ming, but all these are now under tillage. The town 

of Quilmes (see p, 95) has a fine church, free library, 
170 shops and §,000 inhabitants. There are 10 schools 
with 990 children. A Protestant chapel has been built 
by Mr, Clark and other neighbors. Many English mer- 
chants reside here, the place being ouly half-an-hour 
from Buenos Ayres. Two miles further, at Espeleta, 
is the Highland Scot Canning Co. (see p. 95). 

Ramallo. Is a small northern department, with 16 
persons to the square mile, on the banks of the Parani, 
between San Pedro and San Nicolas. It was within 
the frontier of 1744, but made no progress till the Irish 
sheep-farmers came, in 1850. It was made a depart- 
ment in 1865, and the finest estancia is that of Llavallol 
at Las Hermanas, managed by Mr. Kenyon. Among 
others are those of Booth, Brown, Cullen, Doyle, 
Clonghessy, Fahey, Hanly, Robbins, Pitt ete. Sheep 
are steadily making way for tillage. The department 
has 7 schools, with 280 children. The town of Ramallo 
(see p. 78) was founded in 1874 at the confluence of 
the Hermanas stream with the Parané: it has a church, 
free library, 50 shops and 3,500 souls. It is 5 honrs 
“i rail from Buenos Ayres, 2 from Rosario, and some 

the river steamers call here, 

Ranehos, 1s « swampy department N. of the Salado, 
with 12 persons to the square mile. No part of it is 
100 feet over sea-level. though the camps are mostly 
inferior sheep-farming here first attained development 
in 1830—35, under Peter Sheridan, Henry Harratt and 
John Hannah; Sheridan's estancia now belongs to 
Lawrie, Hannah’s to David Shennan (see p. 82). Among 
others are those of Gibbings, Cowan, Glennon, Hunt, 
Pettigrew, Thorp and Purvis. ‘The lands are heavily 
stocked (three sheep to the acre). Shennan’s and 
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Lawrie’s estancias are famous for their thorongh-let 
horses, and the former took ® prize for wool! at Pans 
There is a double avenne of gam-trees, 1600 yinls 
long, at Shennan’s, which has beautifal gardens abd 
plantations. The department has 8 schools, with 370 
children. The town of Ranchos (see p. 81), althongh 
more than 100 years old, has barely 2,000 inhabitants: 
It is 8 hours from Buenos Ayres. Tt takes its name 
from a gre of Indian Wnts found here by Captain 
Botbezé in 17 
Rauch, Is an extensive southern department, botwit 
Las Flores and Tandil, with 5 inhabitants to the squat 
mile. It is watered by the Gualichu, Dat 
tazas and other streams from the Tandil Sierras, anf 
has fine pastures, carrying as yet only one sheep 
the acre. The department is called after a brave ter 
man offi employed by Rivadavia in 1826; lhe cr 
quored 15,200 sq, miles of Indian territory, but w+ 
murdered by his soldiers. The frontier established by 
him ran from Cape Corrientes to Azul, and then i? 
Bragado and Rojas. Tt is undulating country, 
height over sea-level from 105 to 610 feet, and # 
owned by 80 wealthy families in Buenos Ayres, 18° 
Basualdos, Casalins, Cliclanas, Echevernas 
Lanus, nendis, Medranos, Pefias, Rol. 
dans, Udaqniolas, Velas and’ Velez, whose properties 
are valued at 10 millions currency. The poor gaueh 
live in mnd huts, the ratio of house-property bene 
only $29 per inhabitant. There are 10 schools, witlt 
540 children. The town of Rauch, founded in 1819 
is 20 miles N. of the Sierras of Tandils it has a elare’s 
10) shops and 2,000 inhabitants, but is mnbealthy: 
Dr. Aveleyra says,—“Stagnant pools eanse constant 
typhoid fever.” Tt is the midway station on the #e® 
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section of the G.S. railway from Las Flores to Tandil 
‘see p. 82, and is 10 hours from Buenos Ayres. 

Rodrigues. 1s a small western district, between the 
Conchas and Luxan rivers. It was within the frontier 
of 1744. In 1840 it became a favorite sheep-farming 
department, and a few years ago belonged to Garrag- 
hans, Carrys, O’Reillys, Prendergasts, Whelans, etc.. 
but the plough is fast supplanting sheep (see p. 89). 
The town of Rodriguez was marked out in 1864, and 
contains at present 2,500 souls. There are 4 schools, 
with 240 children. It is a station on the Western 
railway, 2 hours from Buenos Ayres. 

Rojas, 13 a high, rolling, frontier department, which 
reaches the borders of Santa Fé, with 8 inhabitants 
per square mile. The camps are better suited for cattle 
than sheep. Irish and Scotch sheep-farmers Legan to 
settle here in 1860, and are now very numerous, in- 
cluding Ballasty, Boggins, Anderson, Cary, Hughes, 
Geraghty, Geoghegan, Lawler, Geddes, McNeill, Moffatt, 
Mullady, Murphy, Brown, Burke, Fox, Connor, Tormey, 
Tobin, Warner, Quinan, etc. The people are prosperous 
and well housed. The department has 8 schools, with 
470 children. The town of Rojas stands on the site 
of a fort built by Captain Betbezé in 1779, to protect. 
the highroad to Peru. A church was built to St. 
Francis in 1801, but the place made no progress till 
the Irish farmers came. Many of the public improve- 
ments are due to the late James Ballasty. It has a 
free library, hospital, racing club, hotel, steam-mills, 
0 shops and 5000 inhabitants. It is a station on the 
Central Argentine branch-railway from Pergamino to 
Junin, which places it within 10 hours of B. Ayres. 

Saladitlo, \s a large and flourishing department of 
the south-west with $ inhabitants per square mile, lying 


862 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 


on the fur side of the Salado and constantly subject 
to floods. It is also watered by the Saladillo and Flores 
rivers, the former of which drains a portion of the 
lagoon of Lobos and falls into the Salado. It was 
within Rauch’'s frontier of 1826, which ran from Azul 
to Bragado, but was over-run by Indians after the 
fall of Rosas, The first settlers arrived in 1864, and 
among present estancieros are Belson, Burke, Butler, 
Cooke, Connor, Cormack, Daly, pene vee Eniff, 
Magrath, Roberts and MeLonghlin. ir pr i 
are, however, small compared to those of Unzué, 
Atucha, Carranza, Castro and other millionaires of 
Buenos Ayres, who own great tracts of land, and whose 
people, as a rule, live in mud huts. The ratio of house~ 
property is $27 per inhabitant. Before Alsina’s es- 
pedition of 1877 the farthest limit of the province was 
Fort Ballimanca, on Unzué's estancia. The camps are 
heavily stocked, sheep alone being over two to the acre. 
The department has 13 schools, with 780 children. 
The town of Saladillo (see p. 98) is terminus of the 
S.W. branch of the Western railway, 6 hours from 
Buenos Ayres. 

Salto. 1s a small and heavily stocked north-westem 
department, with 11 inhabitants per square mile. Tt 
consists of high, rolling camps, taken from the Indians 
in 1822 by Col. Pueyrredon. Irish ifarmers began to 
settle in 1860, and among the estancieros of to-day 
are, Allen, Armstrong, Bell, Brennan, Brown, le, 
Egan, Gaynor, Hogan, Hyland, Hyor, Kenny, 
Donongh, Murphy, Murray, Quinn, Riddell, Rock, 
Ballasty, Keating, Ledwith etc. The largest property 
is that of Dorrego, covering 150 squares miles. 
department has 9 schools, with 590 children. 
people are prosperous and well honsed, the ratio of 
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honse-property being $118 per head. The town of Salto 
was Porites in 1806, and a chapel built to St. Paul: 
its population is now 4,000. The Sisters of St. Joseph 
have au orphanage, and the Passionist Fathers attend 
ss the tet resident There are steam-mills and 120 

jops. Omnibuses convey passengers to the station of 
Arrecifes on the Pergamino tine of railway, which 
brings Salto within 8 hours of Buenos Ayres. 

San Antonio de Areco, Ts « small, northern depart~ 
ment with 17 persons to the square mile. It was one 
of the six departments of 1744, and has fine camps, 
watered by the Areco river, carrying 244 sheep to the 
were. Tt has been for 50 years a favorite haunt of 
Trish sheep-farmers, and among the present estancieros 
are Brannan Daly, Dogherty, Dooner, Duggan, Gardner, 
pes cot ; Mooney, Mulligan, Morgan, O° Connell, 
oO ll, mingham, ©’ Neill and Scally. The de- 
partment has 8 schools, with 560 children, ‘The town 
of San Antonio (see p. 115) was founded by Cuptain 
Aveco in 1725, and took his name; an invasion of 
Indians soon after, whereupon the villagers 
yowed to build a church to St. Anthony if they should 

Tt was built in 1731, and stood until 1869, 
one took its place. San Antonio is 
only 8 honrs from Buenos Ayres, via Lu: In 1860 
it was @ journey of two days by mail-co 
Thomas Mullady is Trish chaplain. 

San Fernando. 1s one of the northern suburbs, at 
the point where the Parana debouches into the River 
Plate. Tt contains a great number of costly residences 
find quintas. In the 18th century the Indians had a 
village here, called Aranzazi, in which took refnge the 
inhabitants of Conchas on the occasion of a great flood, 
in 1806. The Viceroy Sobremonte then ordered the 
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name to be changed to Sau Fernando, in honor of the 
King of Spain's son Ferdinand. Tt is only 45 minnter 
from the city (see p. 76), There are 7 schools, with 
40 childey 

San Isidro, Is another northern suburb, Th the 
17th century it was thickly wooded and went by tw 
name of Monte Grande, but in 1713 Domingo Ascam 
began to clear the land and dedicated a chapel to St 
Isidore, patron of whoat-growers. In 1719 le ould 
the necessary land to build the village. Tt is oaly 
half-an-hour from town (see p. 75). There are 7 school, 
with S40 children. 

San Martin, 1s « small agricultaral departinl 
watered by the Conchas, with 150 inhabitants per 3}. 
mile. Tt is traversed the Pacific railway and the 
line to Rosario: on the former is the battle-ieli of 

sea p. 98). Th are 6 schools, with 4 
re The town of San Martin (see p, 77) wa 
founded in 1825, under the name of Santes Lugar 
and a chapel was built, which gave place in 18/3 1 
the present handsome church, erected by. the 
milkmen, whose farms ocenpy miost of the district 
Mr. Duhamel’s nursery, begun 40 years ago, is worth 
a visit, San Martin is 40 minutes from Bnenox Ayre: 
vory good train service. 

San Nicolos, Is a small department which me® 
the Santa Fé frontier at J 1 Media. Tt has 10 
inhabitants per sque too heavily stocked. 
carrying oF Tt was one of the 10 
departments of 17 Among the estancias are thas? 
of Bent, O'Farrell, Hayes, Hammond, Hogan, Lgnil: 
Pearson, Roth, § Summers and Wegg. ‘There 
are 12 school hildren. The town of Sait 
Nicolas (see p. 79) is the seeond im the proves, © 





DEPARTMENTS OF BUENOS AYRES 365 





population having more than trebled since the census 
of 1869. It has 2 churches, a free library, convent- 
school, tramway, local newspapers, bands of music, 
steam-mills, a hospital with 64 beds, frozen-meat fac- 
tory, 280 shops, 19,000 inhabitants, and is a port of 
call for ocean-steamers. It is 5 hours by rail from 
Buenos Ayres and 2 from Rosario. 

San Pedro. Is a northern department on the Parana, 
long famous for sheep-farming, the camps being high 
and generally good. The first Irish farmers settled 
here in 1856, and in 30 years afterwards the value of 
land had increased 15-fold. Among the estancias are 
those of Harrington, Duggan, Brennan, Dogherty, 
Doyle. Fortune, Clancy, Kehoe, Lennon, McDonald. 
Reardon, Stegman, O'Connor, Wheeler, Wynne and 
Young. The department has 7 schools, ‘with 650 chil- 
dren. The people are prosperous and well-housed, the 
ratio of house-property being $118 per inhabitant. 
The town of San Pedro (see p. 78) was little more than 
a village down to 1870, but is now a thriving place, 
with free library, steam-mills, newspaper, 130 shops and 
6,000 souls. River steamers touch here. San Pedro is 
4 honrs by rail from Buenos Ayres, and 3 from Rosario. 
Rev. M. Flannery is Irish chaplain. 

San Vicente, Is a small, southern department, lying 
so low that no part is 100 feet over sea-level. It was 
taken from the Indians in 1779 by Captain Betbezé. 
Some of the early farms for refining sheep were estab- 
lished here in 1830-—35, and in later years many Scotch 
and Danish settlers came. Among the estancias are 
those of Bell. Brown, Buchanan. Daly, Fawkes, Fergn- 
son, Glew, Jordan, Kenny, Longstaff. McFarquhar, 
Magaw, Nelson, Roche, Robson, Simons, Smith, Wallace, 
Wilkie, Williams and McGuinness. There are more 
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than two sheep to the acre: population 17 to the 
square mile, The department has 8 schools, with 480 
children. The town of San Vicente (see p, 81) is a 
kind of Sleepy Hollow, although only an honr from 
Buenos Ayres. 

Suarexs 1s a new department, of nearly 4,000 square 
miles, along the N.E. slopes of Sierra Ventana, in- 
clndes the Carumalan hills, some of which attain a 
height of 1,400 feet. There are only 2 inhabitants per 
aqnare mile, The lands are more suited for cattle than 
sheep. There is no church or chapel in this vast ter- 
ritory, but there are 8 schools, with 210 children. 
Curumalan (see p. 83) is 15 hours by rail from Buenos 
Ayres. Agriculture is progressing, the area nnder 
plough being nearly 50,000 acres. The village of Suarez 
at Sauce Corto station has 1200 inhabitants, 

Suipacha, 1s a smell western department, annexed 
by Colonel Pue Jou in 1522, The lands are low, 
watered by the Leoues and other streams, and much 
valued by Irish sheep-furmers. Among the estancias 
are those of Allen, Anstin, Ballasty, Bannon, Brennan. 
Casey, Clavin, oe Daly, Kat Gallagher, Bee 
mond, Kearney, Kees 
Morrongh, 


The town of Suipat cha was mache out in 1879: it has 
a church, 40 shops and 1,000 mhabitants; it is 4 hours 
by rail from Buen Bs, 
Tandil. 

sons to th are he elevation ranges from 280° 
to 1,500 feet o - Ranch conquered half this 
territory in 1 Rosas the rest in 1833, bnt the 
Indians’ recovered most of it in 1853, The camps are 
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goed for sheep-and cattle, and tillage is making pro- 
; they are watered by streams from the Sierras, 

mse tracts are owned by the Anchorenas, Aranas, 
Casares, Cordobas, Girados, Gomez, Tbarras, Iraolas, 
Lo Machados, Miguens, Ponces, Velas, Valientes, 
Uniartes, etc., whose poor gauchos live in mud huts. 
The ratio of house-property is only $36 per inhabitant, 
while the wealth of the department is assessed at 20 
millions currency, There are two millions head of 
stock, Among English settlers are Burnett, Butler, 
Coony, Crebbis, Eyler, Gebbie, Goodfellow, Harrow, 
Hinde, James, Lawrie, Leonard, MacAusland and Mac 
Kinley. The department has § schools, with 530 chil- 
dren. The town of Tandil (see p. 87) has a church, 
free library, steam-mills, a hospital of 24 beds, news- 
paper, band of music, 150 shops and 6,000 inhabitants: 
rt is 12 hours from Bnenos Ayres. Annnal rainfall 
89 inches; hottest monthly range 74, coldest 46 Puhr. 
Tapalquen. 1s « wild country, the elevation rising 
in places to 680 feet over sea-level: it has nearly three 
persons to the square mile, and the lands carry two 
sheep per acre. The Indians recovered it after Rosas’s 
fall, and no estancieros ventured here till 1865. The 
chief proprietors are: Balcarce, Blayer, Casares, Jurado, 
Lezama, Pena, Pereyra, Planes, Silva, Posse, etc., whose 
people are wretchedly housed. The ratio of house- 
property is only $20 per inhabitant; the department is 
valued at $ millions, having more than two millions 
head of stock. There are 3 schools with 180 children. 
The town of Tapalquen, founded by Rosas in 1839, 
formerly stood 10 miles further south, on the Silva 
estancia, where the charred ruins may yet be seen of 
the houses burnt by the Indians in 1855. For greater 
security the new town, in 1863, was built at Fort 
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Estomba, on the Balearce estancia, close to the river 
Tapalquen, which takes its name -from a Cacique who 
owned this territory. It has a church, 60 shops and 
1,000 inhabitants, and is only 10 hours from Buenos 

4 by way of Cachari, to which station coaches ply 


y. 

Tordillo. 1s «low, swampy, southern district, annex- 
ed by Pueyrredon in 1818, with a coast line of 20 

5S on the bay of Samborombon. ‘The forest of 
Tordillo covers a large tract of country inland, almost 
to Dolores (see p. 86). The elevation over sea-level 
nowhere reaches 40 feet, The whole country is the 
property of a few wealthy families, such as Anchorena, 
Alday, Aranco, Boer, Cordoba, Madrid, Diaz, Ramirez, 
San Roman, Vallejo, et Nothing can he more deplor- 
able than the condition of the poor gauchos, in their 
mud huts, house-property averaging only $18 in- 
habitant. The Anchorena estate covers 250. sq. miles, 
The department has two schools, with 50 children. 
There is no church or chapel. The hamlet of Tordillo 
is £ miles from the Parravicini station, on the Dolores 
section of the G. S. railway, which places it within 7 
hours of Buenos Ayres. 

Trenquelauquen. 1s « new frontier department of the 
westem camps, taken from the Indians by Col, Alsina 
in 1877. In some parts it is wooded. ‘The first settler, 
W. McClymont, and his foreman Purvis wore killed by 
Indians in May 1883. The department was formed im 
1886, and has one inhabitant to the square mile. 
Among the estancias are those of Brown, Cambaceres; 
Duraiona, Girondo, Ham, Jaureguy, Lacoste and Pereda. 
There two schools, with 120 children. The town 
of Trengnelanqnen, with 2,000 inhabitants is tern 
the Western railway (see p, 91) 278 miles W 
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Buenos Ayres and 210 N. of Bahia Blanca. A line is 
Propoxed, to connect with the latter seaport. 

Tres Arroyos, 1s a wild country, which inelndes the 
Sierra Pilla-Huined, and takes its name from 3 parallel 
Streams. It was “conquered by sin 1833, but 
#handoned to the Indians from 1858 till 186) It is 
Watered liy the Quequen aid other streams, and has 
=00d pastures. There are 3 inhabitants to the sqnare 
rnile, The estates of Aldao, Anchorena, Baigorria, 
Cabral, Chickma, Chaves, Duran, Fernandez, Gallardo, 
‘Garcia, Lastra, Letamendi, Madero, Miguens, Mi 
Ochoa, Ovejero, Olabarria, Pereyra, Uriburn Vela, 


Aaubianrre, oto. cover vast tracts. “The gauchos live im 


nud huts. There are 4 schools, with 160 children. 
Phe town of Tres Arroyos (see p. 88) is 96 miles from 


Bahia Blanca, 460 from Buenos Ayres. antl contains 
=} 00 inhabitants. It stands at @ place formerly called 
"Tres Horquetas, where the 3 stream . the 
Weing navigable fron here to the s a distance 
=f 45 miles, Tt has a church, hotel everal shops, 
and is 18 hours from Buenos Ayres. 
Tuy. Is alow, swampy territory, 

=f 85 miles from Montes Grandes to M. 
“The coast is lined with sand-hills, the inte 
amostly of woods and lagoons. es 

of the Alzaga family, is farnous fo 
horses. The department belongs 

Herrera, Lastra, Leloir, Pena, 

legas and Zabiaurre, whose gauchos 

the ratio of honse-property is on! 

There is no church or chapel. 

with 90 children. Rosas formed t 

1839, and its name is an Indian word signifying sw 
There is #6 town or village, but coach 
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to Ajo and Dolores, and the journey to town may be 
made in 12 hours. A branch railway is proposed from 
Dolores to Ajé, which will pass through this depart- 
ment, the distance from Dolores to Ajé being only 56 
miles, but difficult owing to swamps. 

Veeino. Isa swampy, southern department, between 
Dolores and Pila, with 3 inhabitants to the square 
mile. Tt was taken from the Indians in 1826 by Rauch. 
and is in a very backward condition, the people living 
in mud huts. There are 6 schools, with 240 children, 
but no church or chapel. Immense estates are owned 
by Agtero, Cepeda, Figueroa, Garcia, Iturralde, Lara, 
Maldonado, Newton, Ocampo, Puravicini, Pereyra, 
Rodriguez, Pinedo, Puyol, Velasquez, ete. The ratio 

se-property is only $16 per head. At the Velas- 
quez station 25 miles S. of Dolores, on the Tandil section 
of railway, it is proposed to build a town anél call it 
Guido, ch will be within 8 hours of Buenos Ayres 
(see p. 

Zarate, 1s a small northern department on the 
Parani, which was included in the frontier of 1744, 
The Jesuits had an establishment at Las Palmas, that 
gave its name to this branch of the Parani. The lands 
are high, well watered and good for either sheep or 
tillage. The Irish farmers were numerous JO years ago, 
but now only Fox, Maxwell, Murray and a few others 
remain. The lands are being converted into Italian grain- 
farms, more than 30,000 acres being under plough. The 
town of Zarate (see p. 78) was founded in 1801; it has 
a naval arsenal, paper-mill, dynamite factory, distillery, 
frozen-meat factory and other industries. Dr. Moure 
says, “Zarate overlooks swampy ground, but is very 
healthy, except t b tet very common”. 
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nected with Buenos Ayres by Lacroze's rural tramway : 
by the former Buenos Ayres may be reached in three 
hours, It is a port of call for the river steamers. 


SANTA FE 


This is the 4th province of Argentina in point of 


‘mM portance. Its limits are: N. the 28th parallel of 
SS. Lat.; S. the Arroyo del Medio, which forms the 

Fontier with Buenos Ayres; E. the river Parana for a 
length of 280 miles, and West the provinces of Cor- 
doba and Santiago. It comprises 9 departments,*) the 
Population of which, according to the census of 1887. 
was as follows:— 


Sq. miles. Population. De. per «4. 
16,000 23,100 u 
7,740 14,200 2 
11,500 39,500 3 
1,850 8,300 4h 
2,170 17,300 8 
2,000 23,600 12 
640 59,300 go 
5,500 14,100 2} 
3,560 21,000 6 


$0,960 220,400 





mile, 


™) According to a law recently passed the province Is divided into 


*G “departments, but this division is not yet understood. 
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The following table shews the population of the 


various departments and their chief towns:— 


Derantuxxr Le 
Molincue 
Constitacion 
Teodolina.. 
Venado Tuerto 
Rural districts. . 
Total 14,130 
DPPARTMENT SAN LORENZO 
San Lorenzo... 1,850 
Jesus Maria. . ‘980 
Candelaria é 1,750 
Carcarafia 1,080 
Rural districts, .... 17,920 
Total 25,580 
Drvartanxr Tkioxbo 
Canada Gomex 2,360 
Amnstrong, « 830. 
Tortugas. . P 330 
Bustinza. . yoo 
Rural districts 13,920 
Total 17,840 
DRrARTMENT SAN GrRONIMC 
Coronda 2,260 
Gabota 730 
420 
Rural districts 16,940 
Total 21,000 
Derartarnt Sax Javien 
Reconquista 1,500 
Ocampo 1,460 
Roman 740 
San Vicente. 20 
Rural districts. . 


Total 





Derarrwext SAN 
Helvecia. 
San José .. 
Santa Rosa,, 
Cayasth. , 
Rural districts, .. 
Total 


DEPARTMENT COLONTAS 


Esperanza....,e+e0+ 2/650 
San Chrlos. .. 

Rafaela. .. . 

San Agusiin 

Lehmann, 

Humbok 

Santo Tomé 

Felicia. . 1,090 
Providencia 660 
Pilar 

Rural disteets 


Total, 39.450 


DerarTMenT Rosario 


Rosario, 50,910 
Arroye Seco. vee S1S90 
Sauce. " 

Rural districts, 6.540 


Total. . $9,250 


DEPARTMEXT SANTA FE 


Santa Fe 14,210 
San Justo 330 
Finilla 230 
Rural districts 


Total 





374 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





or ont-laws from justice, but the former have become 
less frequent in recent years, aud the latter haye r—<=- 
ceded before the plough, 

The population at various dates was: 


Year. Popuitation. Annual feerease. 
1825 16,400 ~ 

1857 41,300 S00 
1869 89,100 4,200 
1887 220,400 7,300 


The present population (1892) is supposed to reat 
300,000 souls. The census of 1887 shewed the pos == 
lation composed thus : 


Argentines. weed 9,200 
Europeans . 84,200 
Children of Europeans 49,000 


Tora! 220,400 


The increase of population is now estimated at nom 
yearly, viz. 15,000 immigrants and 2,000 excess 
births over deaths, 

Santa Fé dates its prosperity from the foundat= <> 
of the first. agricultural colony in 1856 by Aaron ©: : 
tellanos. These colonies, meantime, made little hess 
way until 1864, since which date their growth be 
been as [ollows: 

No.of Acres Acres 

Tear. -Calontes. oa Ulled. under whemt. crop tome 

1864 2,780 12,500 10,000 2,000 

1880 5 40,800 310,000 201,000 34,000 

1884 68,900 540,000 383,000 8,000 

1887 110,000 1,025,000 550,000 140,000 

1891 149 1804000 -—-1750,000 1,320,000 450,000 


The area under colonies in 1891 was 7,000,000 ae 


viz 3— 
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Under wheat .. 





$5,000 
32,000 
21,000 
152,000 
1,750,000 
Pasture. 5,250,000 
7,000,000 


Such has been the increase of wheat-farming, of late, 
that 8 new four-mils were put up in 1891. Mr. Stes- 
sel’s at Esperanza colony can turn out 250 sacks of 
flour daily. 

The total value of the crops in 1891 was estimated 
at 64 millions currency, which at the rate of exchange 
then current was equal to $16,000,000 gold £3,200,000 
sterling. The value of the colonists’ possessions was as 
follows:— 


Year. $ gold. £ sterling. —-£ per head. 
1865 2,100,000 = 420,000 151 
1871 7,650,000 1,530,000 go 
1884 41,900,000 8,300,000 120 
1891 66,200,000 13,200,000 23 


The colonists all began without capital, and have 
created by their industry about 13 millions sterling of 
wealth, in 30 years. Their possessions may be set 
down, in 1891, as follows:— 





$ gold. £ sterling. 
7,000,000 acres... 28,000,000 = 5,550,000 
Houses and fen 10,000,000 2,000,000 
10,200,000 2,050,000 
18,000,000 3,600,000 


66,200,000 = 13,200,000 


B76 
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‘The wealth of the province 


ist. 
$ gold. 


Land, 
Cattle... 


REPUBLIC 


was as follows:— 


090,000 4 
200,000 2 


Railways 000,000 4 


Houses 


Sundries . 
TOTAL. 6 


The amount in 1891 was equal to £37 
40 per cent was held by volonists. 


of 


which 


90,000 


12,500,000 2 


16,000,000 4 


18 


1801 
$ gold. 

5,200,000 
3,000,000 
§,000,000 


8,000,000 


7,000,000 


8,200,000 


000,000 ster 
The 


holders of landed property (excluding house-property in 


cities) in 


Departiuent 
Sante Fé 
Colonias ; 
San Geronlma.. 
San José 

San Javier 
Rosaric 

Lopes 

Isfondo 

San Loreneo 


Public lands, mostly 


11,200 square miles or 


in 


1890 were as follows: 


Ares, 
00,000 


5,790,000 
2,250,000 
1,200,000 

420,000 
3,550,000 
1,400,000 
1,290,000 


60,000 


the Chaco, 
7,000,000 acres. 


The landed value was approximately 


Sq. 


ricultural 3449 


miles. 


Avenige, wcres 
prs 
62 
125 
85 
1s0 

bio 
155 
650 
630 
ot 


covered about 


as follows: 


§ gold. 


8,800,000 


Pastoral 
Forest 


TOTAL. 


Pastoral 
having 


industry is also 
bled in less than 


{080 
1 


700,000 


50,960 


3O years, viz 


in a flourishing condition, 
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tit, Ins. 
Cows 700,000 2,330,000 
Horses. 140,000 525,000 
Sheep. 800,000 2,920,000 
'The earnings of the people may be summed up thus:—- 
$ gold. 
Agricultural products...... 16,000,000 
Pastoral products. . 10,500,000 
Various occupation: 13,500,000 
Torat. 40,000,000 


‘There are 4,832 houses of business with an aggregate 
Capital of $49,900,000 currency, say 3,500,000 sterling. 
The foreign trade of the province shewed as follows: 





Imports, Exports, Total, 
Year. $ gold. $ gold. $ gold. 
1865 3,100,000 4,100,000 7,200,000 
1871 10,800,000 6,200,000 17,000,000 
1880 12,500,000 13,600,000 26,100,000 
1890 21,000,000 17,100,000 38,100,000 


. "The first railway, from Rosario to Cordoba, was hegun 
im 1863, and in June 1892 the province possessed 1,505 
™ Res in traffic, representing an outlay of £,200,000 
St-erling (see p. 23). 

Educational returns were as follows:~- 


Ratio Expenditure 
Year. Schoolechildren. to population. $ gold. 

1863 2,006 279 10,100 
1872 4,208 3°5 22,400 
1882 6,664 3°5 56,500 
1891 9,300 371 250,000 


The ratio of school-children to population is very 
\eow, namely 8 por cent. The first free library was 
‘ened at Rosario in 1872, and now there are 8 in the 
Povince, containing 11,000 volumes. There are usually 
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a dozen newspapers, and the oldest now existing is the 
Capital of Rosario, founded in 1866. There are German 
and Italian papers published in the colonies. 

The State-bank was started in 1874 with a capital 
of £400,000 sterling, which was raised to £1,000,000 
sterling in 1883 by means of a Santa Fé loan negotiated 
in London. The roment held £940,000 of the 
stock, the public £60,000, and the result of the bank 
was very disastrous. There are branches of the London 
and River Plate and other foreign banks as well as of 
the new National Bank. 

The revenue of the province shewed thus: 


Ine 1890, 


$ gold, 
Praperty- 160,000 1,600,000 490,000 
Licenses ..... 200,000 ‘600,000 150,000 
Stamps. ...... 150,000 §00,000 125,000. 
Sundries ..... 105,000 180,000 45,000 

Tora... 015,000 2,880,000 720,000 


$ gold § currency. 





The above was exclusive of bank-profits, which can 
hardly be taken into account. 
The expenditure was as follows: 
18 

188 -— —_____, 

$ gold. § currency, $ gold, 
Int, om debt..,.. 199,000 00,000 = 1,170,000 
Pollet noses cen 240,000 790,000 195,000 
Schools. . of 60,000 1,000,000 250,000 
Law-courts .. 66,000 220,000 $5,000 
Sundries ....,.. 122,000 360,000 90,000 

Toran. 687,000 7,070,000 — 1,760,600 





Minister Cafferata states the Santa Fé debt (June 
1892) as follow: 
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frontier 70 miles further west, and 40 miles further 
south.  Melinené was often besieged by Indians down 
to 1870. Venado Tuerto is a village 30 miles west of 
Melincné. This department also includes the stations 
of Orellanos, Rufino and Alberdi on the Pacifie Railway. 

San Lorenzo was likewise a portion of the Rosario 
department, mintil 1883, and includes some of the finest 
lands in the province, namely all the conntry south of 
the Carcaraia and north of Lopez. The lands are 
mostly high, and watered by the Carcaraia, Saladillo 
and Saladas: they touch the province of Cordoba at 
Cruz Alta. Area 2,000 square miles: average value of 
land £240 per square mile. There are a dozen colonies, 
which have under tillage 810,000 acres. The first were 
Roldan and Carcaraiia, founded by the Central Argen- 
tine Co, under the direction of Mr. W. Perkins, Jesus 
Maria. by José M, Cullen, and Candelaria by Carlos 
Casado, all in 1870: af these came Triondo, founded 
in 187, Benedetti, Urquiza and others. The chief town 
is San Lorenzo a place of antiquity with only 1,900 
inhabitants: it is on the Paranda bank, 15 miles above 
Rosario, and has nothing of interest except the convent 
of San Carlos, built by King Charles IIL for Prancisean 
friurs, on land ceded for the purpose by Felipe Aldao, 
in 1791. It is so spacious that in 1544 Mansilla quar 
tered 4,000 men within its walls. This is a favorite 
port for shipping wheat, and is provided with grain- 
elevators (see p. 12: 

Iriondo was « portion of San Geronimo department 
until 1884; it lies along the north bank of the Carea- 
rani, as far west as the Tortugas river, which is the 
Cordovese frontier. It is after San Lorenzo the most 

peopled department, having § persons to the 
re mile. The lands are fertile, watered by the 
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Coronda, which is port on the Parand, 70 miles 
Rosario, with 2.300 inhabitants, church, schools, 
steam-mills etc. This department ineludes Cabo 
Corner at the mouth of the Carcaraia (see p. 150) 
Colonias is a large department north of San Geronim 
and south of Rio Salado, extending westward to thae 
frontier of Cordoba. It comprises about 100 colonies: 
and formed a portion of the department of Santa Fe 
until 1884. It is watered by the Salado, Conchas and 
San Antonio, aH was mae late years, for the most 
t, covered with virgin forests, Esperanza colony, 
Founded in 1856, was Phe first agricultural settlement 
of the kind in the River Plate: the settlers were mostly 
Swiss or Germans, with.a mixture of French and Tta- 
lians, and received farm-lots of 80 acres each. Tn 1808 
San Geronimo was founded, with » batch of Swiss 
Catholics, and in 1859 San Carlos, composed 
of Italians: this last was founded by Beck and Herzog 
of Basle, who also. established Humboldt, on the banks 
of the Salado, in 1868. Tunas was likewise founded 
in 1868, the condition im most, of these colonies being 
that the settlers were to pay 8 shillings, in some case 
10 shillings, an acre for the land, as soon as convenient. 
Frank, however, established his colony in 1870 on small 
farm-lots given gratis, keeping alternate lots, which he 
sold afterwards at good prices to his own colonists, 
At the same time other colonies were planted too far 
he Indians murdering some of the Gratli 


colonists, and ly all those of Sunchales. The latter 
settlement was situated not far from the present Leh- 
mann colony, which is one of the most prosperous 
agricultural centres (see p. 125) in the provinces. The 
hundred colonies now existing have the same number 
of towns or villages. Msperanza is the finest town in 
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the department, with public buildings, steam-mills, 
Catholic and Protestant churches and schools, banks, 
distilleries, tramways, printing-offices, hospital, hotels, 
granaries, and 3,000 inhabitants. The mills can turn 
ont 100 tons of fiour daily. San Carlos is also a thriv- 
ing town, and has 1,600 inhabitants, with churches, 
schools, steam-mills, factories, osc etc. All these 
colonies are connected by railway with Santa Fé and 
Rosario. The crop of this department in 1891 was 
valued at 31 millions currency or 1,600,000 sterling. 
The area of improved land held by the colonists is 
2,900,000 acres, and that actually under crops 1,050,000 
acres, most of the rest being fallow or pasture. From 
San Carlos in the south to Providencia in the north 
the colonies have a continuous line of 60 miles of wheat- 


fields, the breadth in some places being 40 miles, This 
ent is supposed to contain at present 100,000 
inhabitants. . if 
San José comprises the southern part of the peninsula 
formed by the Saladillo-Amargo and the Parana. It 
is a swampy, thickly-wooded country, with high lands 
here and there, all asisairabty suited for pastare or 


agriculture. The average value is $15,000 currency 
per square league or £100 per square mile. There 
are 4 thriving colonies, which have altogether 40,000 
acres under crops. This territory was the seat of one 
of the most fourishing Jesuit missions in the 18th 
century, and the fertility of the soil, as well as the 
abundance of wood and water, showed how well the 
Fathers had selected the sites for their missions, The 
tribes converted in this part of the Gran Chaco were 
the Timbé, Quiloaza, and Chand, who became docile 
and industrious pupils of the Jesuits, producing the 
best kinds of cotton and tobacco in South America, 
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besides every description of European or native frnit. 
The w ms fell speedily to ruin after the expulsion 
of the Fathers, in 1767, for when Azara visited Cayata, 
in 1795, he found but 67 inhabitants in a place that 
had been one of the best settlements on the Parans. 
The immense church built: by the Jesuits at Calchines 
exists still. During almost a century this depart- 
ment remained in the hands of the fiercest Indians, 
until Don Pascual Rosas effected a settlement here in 
1861, being followed som «ars later by Count, Tes- 
siéres de Bertrand. Chief town of the department is 
Helvecia, with 800 inhabitants: it is 50 miles NN. 
of Santa Fé, and overlooks the Parana in front of 
Hernandarias, which is midway between the towns of 
Parani and La Paz. It was founded by Dr. Romang, 
Isperanza colony, in 1865. By decros of 1884 this 
place has been made capital of this department. Cayashi, 
with 800 inhabitants, is 8 miles 8. of Helvecia, and 
still preserves remains of the Jesuits. Near the church 
are many fine trees of cotton grown wild, and groves 
of orange and lemon t ; the inhabitants eultivate 
also plums and apricots of excellent quality. About 
from the village, on the slope of a wooded hill, 
sttlement of Conde, established in 1366 by Count 

»s de Bertrand. The colonists from Helvecia 

and Conde attend mass on Sundays at Cayastd, and 
30 Protestant familes have a chapel at Helvecia. Santa 
with 1100 inhabitants, is another old Jesuit 

25 miles N. of Santa Fé, overlooking: the 

Parani, and surrounded by woods. Tt was restored hy 
Pascnal Rosas in 1861. Besides the old church, we 
still see the orchards of the Jesuits, this place pro- 
ducing oranges, lemons, limes, peaches, apricots, apples, 
pears. figs, pome ates, quinces, ch , guayalios, 





SANTA FE 385 





walnuts, bananas, grapes, plums, etc., of the finest 
flavonr. San Jose, with 1,200 inhabitants. may be re~ 
garded as a suburb of Santa Fé, from which city it is 
separated by an arm of Lake Guadalupe, It was 
founded in 1824, and is perhaps the only colony in 
which Europeans do not form the chief element. The 
village is poor, compared with the prosperous condition 
of the inhabitants. San José supplies oranges and fire» 
wood to the city of Santa Fé, two miles distant. 

San Javier is north of San José, oceupying all the 
northern part of the same peninsula, and is bisected bi 
the river San Javier, the lands on the E. bank of whi 
are swampy and subject to inundation. There is a 
number of colonies, covering 3,000 square miles, of 
which area nearly one-fourth is under tillage. All are 
on the W. bank of the San Javier, the country be- 
tween that river and the Parand being often Hodded by 
the latter: the nearest of these colonies is about 12 
miles from the Parani. The first of all the Chaco colo- 
nies was that of Helvetia founded by Dr. Romang in 
1865 with a frontage of 12 miles on the San Javier, 
50 miles north of Santa Fé the settlers bemg Swiss 
and Germans from Esperanza to whom the founder 
sold 100-acre farms for $50 gold, say two shillings per 
acre. After some trouble with Indians the colony pros- 
pered rapidly, partly through tillage, partly by felli 
timber, Which they floated owint ton Santa Fé. i 
oeceupies the site of an old Jesuit mission, where cotton 
still grows wild. The second Chaco colony was the 
California, founded in 1866by a group of 12 North 
American families, the site being 130 miles north of 
Santa FM city, and abreast of the port of La Paz on 
the river Parani: the colonists numbered 62 souls and 
were armed with Kentucky rifles, fhe Indians giving 
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them much trouble for some years. They had farms 
with an aggregate of 1,400 acres under tillage, and 
orchards, besides farm-stock; but most of them after- 
wards removed to Alexandra or Helvecia. selling their 
farms to Italians and Swiss. The Alexandra colony was 
founded by Messrs. Thomson, Bonar & Co., of London, 
in 1870, on a site of 22 square leagnes ceded by Go- 
vernment between the rivers Saladillo-Dulee and San 
Javier. Tt is 46 leagues N. of Santa Fé, almost abreast 
of the port of Esquina on the Parandi. from which 
it is accessible by steamer on an arm of the San Javier, 
The colony was marked out in 1870 under the diree- 
tion of Mr. Weguelin. who was killed at the outset by 
the Indians. The founders sold farms of 100 acres at 
$200 cash or $300 on credit, and gave advances of $250 
worth of cattle and seeds to poor settlers, charging 
only 10 per cent. interest. . | of the colony is 
good Jand, the rest. swamr Thomson, Bonar 
& Co,, sent out from England everything that could be 
of use, including steamboats, lighters. tramway, traction- 
engine, steam-mill, patent reapers, evc. The colony has 
recently been sold toa joint-stock company. Reconquista 
colony, in front of Goya on the Parana, was founded 
by Col. Obligado in 187 - settlers were wood- 
cntters, but the colony ew rapidly in iinportance. 
It, has now steam-mills, tramway, church, school and all 
the latest. mac -y and improvements, the area under 
tillage being vei ' [his colony is the terminns 
of the principal Chaco railway om Santa Fé (see p. 
149). Most of the department is thickly wooded, and 
water is also abundant, the Re an Javier and Sala- 
dillo rivers moreover offering c and easy freight 
for products. wambouts can ascend the San Javier 

iles, almost parallel with the Parand. Ten miles 
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north is Espin, a station on the same railway, a colony 
founded by McLean, Griffin, Johnson and others of 
the California colony, who bought 170 square miles of 
land from Government at £16 per square mile or six- 
pence an acre. At a distance of 124 miles by rail 
northward from Santa Fé city, on the banks of the 
Calchaqui stream, is the vast property of San Cristobal, 
formerly Murrieta’s, since sold to the Santa Fé Land 
Co.: it comprises about 1,100 sq. miles or 700,000 acres, 
the locality being marked upon some maps as Cabeza 
del Toba, The Company have 19,000 head of horned 
cattle and some flocks of sheep, The estancia house 
and buildings are fine and commodious, being within 
easy distance of San Cristobal station, on the new line 
of railway from Rosario to Tucuman. In the northern 
part of the lands Mr. Benitz, who is a tenant of the 
Company, has a large estancia with 8,000 head of 
cattle, between the Calchaqui and the Salado. Nearly 
wbreast of Bella Vista, on the Paranda, is a chain of 
colonies, the first of which is Ocampo, founded in 1878. 
Tt has an area of 200,000 acres, with a port on the 
i. called Planchada, which is 6 miles from Bella 

A railway of 20 miles (40-inch gauge) has heen 
constructed at a cost of £64,000 sterling and connects 
the port with the village of Ocampo, on high ground 
inland. Here there are steam saw-mills and sugar mills, 
church, school, bank, library, plaza, electric light, 
distillery, shops, etc., the colony having 3,200 settlers, 
for the most part Swiss and Italians, ‘The fenced area 
is 7,400 acres, of which 2,000 under sugar. There are 
650 acres under wheat, which gave last year 890 tons, 
equal to 24 bushels an acre, or double the Santa Fé 
average. About 5 miles N. of Ocampo is the Taqaavendi 
colony, property of Messrs. Zorrilla & Co., with chapel 
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periodical inundations, and the Rio Salado is, moreover, 
gradually consuming the bluff. The city presents such 
a striking contrast. to the bustle and commerce of 
Rosario that it’ is called “Sleepy Hollow”. Here 
reside the Governor, Bishop, Legislature, and other 
chief authorities. There are 4 churches—the cathedral, 
the Jesnits’ church, and those of St. Francis and St. 
Dominic. Plaza Mayo, as the principal square is called, 
has most of the best buildings—viz., the cathedral, 
bishop's palace, Cabildo, and Jesuits’ college. There 
are 4 other squares, called San Martin, Col oma, Pro- 
greso und Interior. On the outskirt of the city is the 
enormous infantry barrack, where General Estanislao 
Lopez for some years kept prisoner the gallant General 
Paz. The market is large and well supplied, all kinds 
of food being cheap, thanks to the colonies. The eon- 
sumption of meat averages 25 cows and 3 sheep daily, 
but this can hardly be for the city alone, as it would 
exceed 1'¢ Ib. meat per inhabitant. ‘There are various 
charitable soc Italian, Spanish, and cosmopolitan, 
the latter including :. Vincent de Paul's. Among 
steam-factories are a foundry, a macaroni-mill, an oil- 
factory, and some for making tiles. The municipal 
revenue exceeds $240,000 per annum, and it is proposed 
to pave the streets, the sand being found inconvenient. 
Santa Fé is 90 m N. of Rosario, and steamers, 
1 nearly every day, make the journey in 
A steam ferry-boat plies across the river to 

the city of Parana 
Rosario is a ve small department: the lands are 
excellent, being watered by numerous streams which 
fall to the Parani, Tb are 50,000 acres under 
tillage, including many market ‘dens in the vicinity 
of the city of Rosario. The crops in 1891 were valued 
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Commerce per inhab. ‘Tonnage entries 
$ gold. i 

40 

300 

260 

1,800 

45° 

San Francisco .... io 
Tn 1860 the goods traffic between Rosario and the pro- 
vinees employed 8,300 carts and 6,200 mules, which 
earried 13,000 tons yearly, the passenger traffic averag- 
ing 2,000 persons between arrivals and departures, In 
1590 the Central Argentine railway carried 400,000 
passengers and 600,000 tons of merchandi The city 
stands 65 feet over the river, and is built in chess-board 
fashion, like Buenos Ayres. It covers about 500 eua- 
dras, or 2,000 scres, in the form of a triangle, the base 
resting on the river. The principal church is in the 
great square, and there are 3 others, besides 2 chapels 
for the Protestant residents, English and American, 
The gas-works are near the river-side, and supply 6,100 
lights, of which 450 are street-lamps; the pipes are 
over 10 miles, All the European Powers and American 
States have consuls or agents at Rosario. There are also 
German, Swiss, Italian, French and Spanish beneficent 
societies for the relief of distressed compatriots. The 
Anglo German Infermary is a great credit of the city. 
289 qhtients of different nationalities, principally Eng- 
lish, were received in the year ending 30th June 1892. 
Th is also a Sailors Home, a very beneficent insti- 

tution. There are 4 good hotels, The tramways car 

00,000 passengers yearly, having been introduced in 1878. 
ity hospital re 400 patients yearly, of whom 
cent. die under treatment. The Sisters of Cha- 
n orphanage in which 40 children are brought 
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‘P- Near the terminus of the Central Argentine Rail- 


“ay stands the new granary, one of the most remark- 
able buildings in the province; it can hold 250,000 
bushels, and receive, weigh and put on board ship 2,000 
“shels an hour: it is 8 stories high, and has 160-horse 
steam power; the cellars are 30 feet deep, and com- 
MUnicate on one side with the wharves on the Parana, 
4Nq@ on the other with the railway waggons. From 
‘Osario the traveller can proceed by steamer 2,300 miles 
Up the rivers to Matto Grosso; by train he can go to 
cuman, 600 miles north, or to Mendoza, 550 miles 
Westward. Rosario is 190 miles by railway from Buenos 
res, the journey being made in 7 hours (see p. 76.) 


CORDOBA 


This is the second province in order of population 
and importance, coming next after Buenos Ayres. It is 
the heart of the Republic, having Sante Fé on the east, 

i9ja on the west, Santiago on the north, and the 
Pampas of Buenos Ayres on the south; its area is 
87,660 sq. miles, and it comprises 24 departments:— 
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Teal estate. 
Value 10 388 
Sq. miles. 3 = 

Anjos. v= 2,200 2,460,000 
Galamuchita . -, 2,000 
ndoba. 300 
Cruz del Exe.... 2,630 
Frayle Muerto . 4,140 
Ischilin , + 1tgo 
Minas..... 1,550 
Pocho 7 600 
Punilla. see 44550 
Rio Cuarto. + 5420 
Rio Primero. . 2,700 
Rio Seon 9,800 
Rio Segundo. 1,350 
Rio Tercero 1,910 
San Alberto. 1,350 
San Justo. . 6,600 
San Javler . 1,700 
Sobremonte. 3150 
Totoral . 1,560 
Tulumba, 2,090 
Villa Nueva. .... 2,000 
Marcos Juarez 2,820 
Juarez Celman.., 4,840 
ROU vveeceeeee 4,260 


67,060 


The Sierras constitute the great physical feature, and 
form 3 distinct chaims: 

1. Sierra de Cordoba, 30 mil of capital, which 
runs 200 miles from Cruz del Exe in the north, to Chajan 
in the south, and covers an area of 4.500 sq. miles. 

2. Sierra de Pocho, 10 miles W. of the preceding, 
with which it runs parallel for 100 miles, in the north- 
ern portion, covering about 1,200 square miles. 


which extends in a straight line due north till reaching 
the Salinas desert; area, 2,300 square miles, 
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Numerous streams descend from the Sierras to irri- 
gate the adjacent country, but those of magnitude all 
take their rise in the first-mentioned chain. Rio Pri- 
mero rises above Saldan and flows through the city of 
Cordoba, fertilizing a delighful zone of gardens in the 
suburbs, and after a course of L100 miles is lost in Mar 
Chiquita, a vast lagoon in the Gran Chaco on the side 
of Santa Fé; it is not navigable, but snbject to de- 
structive inundations. Rio Segundo rises near Mala- 
guenho, flows parallel with the Primero, and is likewise 
lost in the Chiquita swamps; it ia wide and generally 
shallow, and is crossed by the Central Argentine Rail- 
way about 25 miles south-east of Cordoba. Rio Tercero 
has a course of 800 miles, and flows through Villa 
Nueva, Frayle Muerto and Cafiada Gomez, falling into 
the Parané near San Lorenzo; it changes its name on 
entering the province of Santa Fé at Cruz Alta, being 
afterwards known as the Carcaraial; the ordinary 
width is 100 to 150 feet, with a current of 2 miles an 
hour, and it could easily be made navigable for steamers 
of 30-inch draught as high as Villa Nueva, the only 
obstacle being “toscas” below Crnz Alta. Rio Cuarto 
has its source near Santa Cutalina, waters the second 
town in the province, and is apparently lost in swamps 
south of Messrs. Fielden’s estancia, but re-appears some 
miles farther east under the name of Salado, which 
falls into the Tercero before reaching Cruz Alta. The 
lagoon of Mar Chiquita, already mentioned, is in the 
N.E. corner of the province, receiving many streams, 
bunt having no outlet. The salt lake of Porongos, some 
miles further north, is of a similar character, on the 
confines of Santiago del Estero. 

This being one of the largest provinces in the Re- 
public, inferior only to Buenos Ayres and Catamarca, 





THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





has a great variety of soil and aspect. Jn many places 
there are thick woods of chaiar, algarrobo, quebracho, 
etc., bat the southern portion is a bare, level pampa, 
like that of Buenos Ayres; the vegetable loam varies 
from 10 to 20 inches in depth, and produces grain or 
fenits without much labour. The climate is temperate, 
bnt very dry, owing to the great distance inland and 
the elevation over level, which latter averages 1400 
feet. ‘There is a rainy season beginning in March, and 
another in September, the driest time being mid-winter 
June), when fogs are common. Humboldt says, by 
way of explanation, that the sea-vapours in winter 
dissolve into rain near the coast, and come inland in 
summer to the mountain heights. Meteorological obser- 
vations at the city of Cordoba e the following 
results 
Quarter euling Pahr, (Quarter ending Vahr. 


March . 70 September... 54 
June. Z $4 December . . oy 


The annual mean temperature is 61°, being the same 
as Bahia Blanca, and 2 degrees less than Buenos Ayres. 
The extremes are, LO7 degrees in January, and 18 in 
June. Atmospheric pressure averages 724, or 37 
degrees less than Buenos Ayres, and 1 less than Ta- 
enman. Rainfall 81 in being 8 hh than Buenos 

yres; some months no rain falls; the maximum month 
shews 614 inches. 

The population at various dates shewed thns: 

Date Poputation Annual inerease, 
1579 44,050 es 
1k26 90,000 fo 
1857 1,500 
1869 6,100 
1890 327,000 5,600 
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Pastoral pursuits occupy the largest number of the 
igeare and cover an area of 24,000 square miles, 
eld by 2,970 estancieros; the flocks and herds are said 
to have increased as follow: 


16804. 1890, 
900,000 1,298,000 
700,000 1,386,000 
250,000 256,000 


There are also 870,000 goats, including some Angora 
half-breeds. 

Agriculture covers an area of 590,000 acres or 900 
square miles, being less than 2 acres per inhabitant: 


there are 340,000 acres under wheat and maize, which 
prodnce 100,000 tons of grain year the rest 
chiefly under alfa or meadow. It is said that the first 
persons who taught the Cordobese agriculture were 
English or Irish soldiers and sailors taken prisoners in 
Captain MacNamara’s assault upon Colonia, in 176i 
whose descendants are found among the Todds, Sars- 
fields, Carrolls, Butle: 2 4 first families in the 
interior. The province is rich in fruits, such as apple, 
pear, peach, cherry, plum, damson, fig, quince, walnut, 
grapes, and the nopal. from which last are made brandy 
and molasses. Cordobese ladies are famons for making 
reserves and “membrillo”. Since the introduction of 
Fealian colonists the production and use of vegetables 
have increased, but before the opening of the Central 
Argentine Railway (1869) it was customary to cook 
every dish with rice, even potatoes being unknown, or 
at least unused in the hotels. 

The landed value of the province is approximately 
as follows: 
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Sq. miles. Value $ gold. 
sticultural . 200 $,000,000 
Pastoral ...... 900 31,500,000 
Mountain. ...... 600 $00,000 


Totar. 7,600 40,060,000 


The wealth of the province has trebled since 1870, 
shewing approximately as follows: 


Lands 18,000,000 49,000,000 
Cattle. s60 11,000,000 19,500,000 
Houses. ..,. 15,000,000 29,000,000 
Railways 
Sundries... 


Torat..... 67,000,600 192,000,006 


The earnings of the population may be estimated as 
follows: 


$ gold. 
Pastoral product 9,500,000 
cultural do. 6,500,000 
Mining do. . 200,000 


Transport service... 3,300,000 
Sundry occupations 13,900,000 


TOTAL.. 33,700,000 


There are said to be 50 agricultural colonies, the 
most remarkable being those of Tortugas, Villa Maria, 
Carlota, Sampacho and Caroya, composed imainly of 
Italian, French and German settlers: the total popnla- 
tion of the colonies is about 15,000 souls. 

Education has progressed as follows: 


Schoolchildren, Do. per 1,000 pap, 


23 
38 
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This is still a very low ratio of school-children to 
population. The expenditure last year on schools was 
$380,000 currency or £20,000 sterling say $30 currency 
per pupil. 

The estimates of revenue and expenditure were as 
follows: 


Ants 18v0 
$ currency. $ currency. 
Revenue. ..... 810,000 2,006,000 
Expenditure... 810,000 8,160,000 





The items for 1890 were made up thus:— 














Revenue 

$ currency. 

Property-tax . 760,000 
Lands a 200,000 
Licenses and stamps $ 400,000 
Sundries... 646,000 
Toral 2,006,000 


This is, of course, exclusive of 2,500,000 dollars sup- 
posed bank-profits. 

The expenditure (reducing the interest on debt to its 
equivalent in currency) is as follows:— 


$ ourrency. 
6,200,000 
510,000 
370,000 
190,000 
890,000 
8,160,000 





By suspending the service of the debt (£410,000 
sterling per annum) the expenditure is brought within 
the probable receipts. The debt ig made up thus:— 
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£ sterling. $ currency, 
Loans In Europe... . 3,700,000 == = § 5,500,000 


Internal gold 15, 100,000 
Do. currency ....... 32,800,000 


thus bringing up 
the total to $115500,000 or $350 currency per inhab- 
itant, as compared with $430 per head in Santa F 
The Free Bank established here in 1887 had a ca- 
pital of £2,750.000 stg, obtained by loans in London 
and Paris; its issue was $15,200 000 gold or 13,000,000 
sterling. In August 1880 the bank was pumped dry, 
having lent ont $58,900,000. The clandestine issues of 


paper-money by Juarez Celmin were connected with 
this bank. 


DEPARTMENTS 


Anjox includes properly two departments near the 
city of Cordoba. ‘The northern comprises Calera, Ze- 
ballos, San Vicente and Ca d > el was 
built ‘alera, which is delightfully in the 
mountains, about 12 miles N.W. from the city, but it 
was not supported. railway was even proposed, 
with the hope of making this “sanatorium” known in 
Europe, as consumptive patients find speedy benefit 
from the air of the Sierras. The southern portion of 
Anejos takes in Molinos, Alta Gracia, Garay, Lagunilla, 
San Antonio, San Cosme and San Isidro, between the 
slopes of the Sierra and the Rio Segundo. The lower 
districts are watered by the Primero, and comprise 
some good cattle-farms; the upper are mostly wooded, 
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except where brought under tillage. The department 
extends as for north as Ascochingas, where Miguel 
Es See has « model-farm with the best machinery. 
The Jesuits had a fine establishment at Alta Gracia, 

Calamuchita is watered by the Segundo and Tercero, 
and ineludes a part of the Sierras, with the table-land 
of Lutis. It comprises the well-known copper mines 
of Tio, Minotauro and Tacuart, with their establish- 
ments for refining the metal. Wooded hills and fortile 
valleys render it one of the most charming districts 
in the province. Population, 6 to the square mile, 
The late Dr. Gordon had a numerous collection of mi- 
neral and geological samples [rom this and the adjoin- 
ing dey ents. The local authorities for Calamuchita, 
including the judge of mines, reside at Soconcho, the 


principal as 70 miles south of Cordoba. 


Cordoba includes the city and suburbs within a radius 
of 10 miles. Before the opening of the railway, in 
1870, Cordoba preserved the same mediaval features as 
at its foundation by Luis Cabrera in 1573. It is 7 
years older than Buenos Ayres, and was for two cen- 
turies the head-quarters of the Jesnits, the centre of 
learning and civilization, and the only place east of the 
Andes which had a printing-press. No monument, 
street. or square perpetuates the name of the founder, 
who was one of the few high-minded “Conquistadores,” 
and was unjustly put to death by his successor, 
Figneroa.*) The city suffered so repeatedly from the 
inundations of the Primero, that at last u breakwater 


4) Don Gonzalo de Abreu Figueroa, who succeeded Cabrera as Gover- 
for of Tucuman, in 1575, on vague accusations caused Cabrera to be 
febeaded at Santiago del Estero the same year. Hernando de Lerma, 
fin 1580, put to death Figueroa. 
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was built by Governor Peredo, in 1671, which still 
exists. By moonlight the Plaza looks picturesque, with 
its cathedral of Oriental architecture and Moorish ca- 
bildo, There are 10 minor churches, some attached to 
convents, others erected by pious persons. The ceiling 
of carved wood in the Jesnit church attests the skill 
and taste of the architect. Tt is pnt together without 
a nail or screw, and richly gilt with the first 
brought from Pert; the trunks of cedar from whie 
was made were brought down on rollers from Tucuman 
by Indian neophytes, who took 244 years in the task; 
in the nave are medallion-pictnres ‘ot St. Ignatins, St. 
Francis Xavier, and other saints of the order, Next 
to this church is the University, established (1618) forty 
years after the foundation of the city, having been 
erected and endowed at the cost of Don Fernando Trejo 
de Sanabria, the first Creole bishop in S. America, who 
then held the See of Tucuman, and devoted all his 
private fortune to the purpose, amounting to a sam of 
43,000 silver dollars. This grand old structure seems 
to defy the ravages of time, and is built on four sides 
of a quadrangle, on the north side of which is the 
Academic Hall, where degrees are conferred. So mas- 
sive is the building that the walls vary from 4 to 6 
feet in thickne: The valuable library, which the 
Jesuits had collected at such labour, and including many 
works printed by themselves in the Quichua, Guarani, 
Tailé, Aymara and other tongues, was scattered at the 
suppression, and the remnants constitute the bulk of 
the State t Buenos Ayres. Grocers and con- 
fectioners used the Jesuit books as wrapping-paper for 
more than 40 years, and the late Dr. Gordon, Her 
Majesty's Vice-Consul, saved many valuable works by 
buying them from huxters. After the expulsion, in 
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1787, the University fell into obscurity, maintaining 
only some classes of civil and canon law, ethics, logic, 
metaphysics, etc., down to 1870, when Pres. Sarmiento 
brought out from Germany some learned professors of 
modern science, named Doering, Lorentz, Hieronymus, 
and others who are still engaged (except Dr. Lorentz, 
deceased) in their respective classes of geology, botany, 
zoology, ete., as well as modern languages. There is 
a fine chemical laboratory, and the University is well 
supplied in every respect. The Bull for conferring 
degrees bears the signature of Gregory XV., A.p. 1621, 
and is countersigned by Philip Tit of Spain. Accord- 
ing to the historian, Dean Funes, the classes for which 
this University was famous were Latin and philosophy. 
The Dominican convent is a structure of antiquity, and 
in the adjoining church is a statue to St. Francis Solano, 
in which he is represented with a yiolin, bis skill in 
music having assisted him in converting the Moxos, 
Chiqnitos, and other tribes; in the sacristy is a portrait 
of Fray Correa, who died about 30 years ago and whose 
name is held in the most profound veneration by all 
classes in Cordoba, The Carmelite orphanage, founded 
by Bishop San Alberto, in 1780, is another noble monu- 
ment of clerical munificence, the said prelate having 
devoted his fortune to this endowment for orphan girls; 
the children are under the care of Carmelite nuns, and 
make beantiful laces and needle-work: visitors are 
shown the dormitories, which are models of neatness. 
The glory of Cordoba, after the decline of its Univer- 
sity, was its Alameda, or public walk, a quadrangle with 
an artificial lake of 4 acres in the centre. surrounded 
by stately trees; it was laid out by Viceroy Sobremonte 
in 1806, but a tornado, which visited the city im 1880, 
tore up the noble trees from their roots, and made 
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desolate a scene once so lovely. Close by are the baths, 
which are worthy of the Moors, and have no rival in 
these countries. Tn summer the heat is intense the 
thermometer marking in January as high as LO7* Fahr. 
in the shade, when most of the families retire to quintas 
in the Sierras. Heart disease has long been more pre- 
valent in Cordoba than elsewhere, which some physi- 
cians ascribed to the frequency of revolutions, others 
to the want vegetables, others to the sedentary 
habits of the people. Cordoba is the residence of the 
Governor, bishop legislature and other authorities, and 
is the third city in the Republic, having 55,000 inhal- 
itants. It is forbidden to gallop in the streets. The 
best hotels (4) are the Paz in Calle Ancha, and Paris 
in the principal square. here are 2 daily papers pub- 
lished. The National Observatory stands on a site of 
16 acres, nearly a mile S.W. of the principal el 
the site being 112 feet higher than the ci Tt was 
instituted by Pres, Sarmiento, who engaged Professor 
Benjamin Gould of Cambridge U. S. for the purpose in 
1869. The foundations were laid in October 1870, and the 
first telescope was mounted July 4th 1871. ‘The build- 
ing is in the form of a cross, LOO feet from east to west 
and 75 from north to south, the extremities terminat- 
ing in domes, 18 feet high and 18 feet diameter. The 
geographical position of the moridian circle is 4- 16-482 
W. of Greenwich and 31: 25° 15° 5 8. Lat, at an altitude 
of 1,446 feet above the mean tide level of the River 
Plate in front of Buenos Ayres. Among the instra- 
ments are two equatorial te pes of 12 inches aper- 
ture, a meridi ’ inch glass and 80 inch 
circle, a portable equatorial of 5 inch aperture, photo- 
meter, chronometers etc. The total outlay, for build- 
ing and instruments was only £6,000 sterling, The 
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work accomplished during 14 years of Dr. Gould's diree- 
tion and 6 years under his successor, Dr, John M. 
Thome (who had been Dr. Gould's assistant from the 
outset), has been classified by astronomers as “compa- 
“rable in amount and in several respects superior in 
“accnracy to the corresponding data for the northern 
heavens”. Dr. Gould has left an enduring work in the 
Uranometria Argentina, which comprises 14 maps, giv- 
ing the brightness and position of every star visible to 
the naked eye, from the south pole to 10 degrees north 
of the equator, similar to Argelander's Uranometria of 
the northern hemisphere. He found that in the clear 
sky of Cordola stars even of the 7th magnitude conld 
be seen, and his maps contain 8,198 stars, as compared 
with Argelander’s 8.256 in the northern heavens. It 
was after Dr. Gould's retirement, in 1885, that Vol. XTV. 
of the general catalogue was published, containing 
145,000 observations, and by the end of 1891 no fewer 
than 1,030,000 observations had been made of 325,000 
stars. Seven volumes have passed through the press 
since Dr. Thome took charge in 1885. The Royal 
Astronomical Society has declared the work done at 
Cordoba to be unrivalled, and the American Academy 
of Science has awarded the gold medal for it. The 
pleasantest excursion from Cordoba is to Cosquin, 35 
miles distant, w ay be ched in 3 hours by 
railway (see p. 1 After skirting the Rio Primero 
for some length we run through mountains where the 
seenery changes every moment. We pass close to the 
San Roque reservoir, 2,000 feet over sea-level, closed 
in by mountains on three sides and on the fonrth by 
a wall 100 feet thick: small steamers cross it at inter- 
vals, for it forms a large lake. Cosquin is a town of 
250 houses and two good hotels, and in the summer 
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months is much frequented by families from Cordoba 
and Buenos Ayres. It has long been considered a sa- 
natorinm for all pulmonary complaints. The Rio Pri- 
mero forms « horse-shoe round it, Looking southward 
you see the Sierra Achiras, and north: is another 
Sierra, of which the Sugar Loaf and other peaks rise 
to 4,000 feet. In the season excursions are made every- 
day on horseback or in carriage to the Quebradas and 
other picturesque spots in the vicinity. Cosqnin is 
2,400 feet over sea-level, surrounded by the most 
delightful scenery: the temperature is mild in winter 
and cool in summer, and numbers of people haye been 
cured of dyspepsia, phthisis and other ailments after a 
brief residence. Dr, Lopez believes that it was founded 
in the time of the Incas by a colony from Pern, the 
name in Quichua language signifying “little Cuzeo”. 
Another delightful trip may be made to Alta Gracia, 
via Rio Segundo, the journey taking 4 hours by rail 
(see p. 122). It is in the midst of superb scenery. and 
the purity of the air and water, as well as special 
qualities of the cows’ milk, are found to have marvel- 
lous effect in curing weak digestion or similar com- 
plaints, as also pulmonary affections. Horses may be 
hired for 6 pence (50 cents) a day, and a morning ride 
through hills covered with timber, forests festooned 
with mistletoe and redolent with perfumes, to the 
music of countless waterfalls, is a thing never to be 
forgotten. The river Anasacate abounds in sarsaparilla, 
Excursions are made to the artificial lake made by the 
Jesnits, in the hills. The hotel charge is $4 paper, 
say 5 shillings o day, but a party would find it easy 
to get lodgings, paying only $1 daily for board, that 
is 50 cents (sixpence) to the cook, and 50 cents for 
food, mutton and kid being cheap and good. Saldan, 
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the residence of Mr. Allende, is on the banks of the 
Primero, at the foot of the Sierras, and has a walnut 
tree, under shade of which, it is said, 800 horsemen 
could saddle their horses. At some of the above-named 
pues the geologist or sportsman may find convenient 
ud-quarters. No one should leave Cordoba without 
visiting the Pueblito, or Indian village, the inhabitants 
ef which are Christians, but of indigenous blood; they 
are the lineal descendants of the Indians who owned 
this valley before Cabrera founded Cordoba. The steam 
saw-mills, gas-works, etc., are also worth seeing. ‘There 
are trains daily to Rosario, 246 miles, in 10 hours; to 
Tacuman, 340 miles, in 20 hours; to Mendoza, 480 
miles, in 30 hours. 

Orux del Eee comprises the valleys on the N.W. side 
of the Punilla range, which produce a variety of fruits 
and some wheat. The village which gives name to 
the department is 100 miles N.W. of Cordoba, by a 
mountain path, only practicable for mules, and is 
memorable as the scene of the murder of the gallant 
Colonel Liniers, who so bravely defended Buenos Ayres 
against the British in 1806-7. This valley enjoys a 
mild climate and fertile soil, being watered by the 
Soto, Higuera, and other streams from the Sierras. 
The Jesnits had an establishment at Candelaria, in the 
midst of rich marble quarries, the ruins of which re- 
maim. There are lead and silver mines at Guayco, 
Ppa worked for many years by Messrs. Roque 

tres, who obtained $100 per ton of mineral. The 
hamlets of San Marcos, Higuera, and Pichana are in- 
habited by descendants of the Calchaquies, mixed in 
later years with European blood. From Cruz del Exe 
to Dean Funes station on the Great Northern Railway 
is 40 miles, through a hilly country, rich in minerals 
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Frayle Muerto takes its name from a friar having 
been murdered here. It suffered from Indian fora: 
down to 1870, and this explains the ruin of 
Anglo-Scotch colony founded here in 1868, which 
counted 128 persons, of whom only two or three remain. 
Agriculture has, however, made much progress, the 
statistics for 1890 shewing 80,000 acres under wheat 
and 120,000 under alfa; crops 20,000 tons of wheat 
and 120,000 of alfa, In 1870 President Sarmiento 
changed the name of the town from Frayle Muerto to 
Bell Ville, in bouor of Mr. Bell, the first settler, and 
it has since grown into importance, being one of the 
principal stations on the Central Argentine Railway, 
with a population of 4,000 souls. It is built on the 
Rio Tercero, and is 5 hours by rail from Rosario, and 
the same from Cordoba, This department also in- 
cludes 8 wretched hamlets, Ballesteros, Saladillo and 
Cruz Alta, which were often sacked hy Indians down 
to 1876 

Ischilin is a hilly, pictnresque country, between Cruz 
del Exe and the thern Railway. Population 
4 to the square t was very flourishing under 
the Jesuits, who had a fine estate at Santa Catalina, 
the admiration of travellers long after the expulsion. 
There are many cattle-farms, and the villages of Qui- 
lino, Rio Pinto, Copacabana, Manzanas and San Pedro 
have a numerous and healthy population, showing by 
the census an extraordinary number of persons over 
100 years, Each has a little chapel. The hill ranges 
from here to Cruz del Exe appear rich in minerals, but 
anu English company, which brought ont Ransome & 
Simms. crushing hine in 1871, could not obtain 
quite an onnes of gold per ton of quartz, which would 
not pay working, ‘Tho town of Ischilin is 20 miles W. 
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of Avellaneda station on the Great Northern Railway, 
by which Cordoba can be reached in 6 hours, 

Minas and Poecho were formerly included in the single 
department of Minas, forming o table-land, 3,300 feet 
over sea-level, between the Sierra del Pocho and the 
Salinas desert of Rioja, and abounding in marble, copper 
and lead, the richest districts being those which form 
the new department of Minas, The mines which have 

iven best returns are the Ojo-de-Agua of Messrs, 

‘oque, the Argentina of Manuel Lastra, the Santa 
Barhare near Higuera, the Mendez near Taminga, on 
the road to Cordoba. There are quartz-crushing estab- 
lishments at San Carlos and GisdeNuee The Sierra 
that rans northward is called Guasa-pampa, containing 
the extinct voleanoes of Yerba Buena, Agna Tala, 
Cienaga, and Salsacate, which have an average height 
of 3,300 feet. The inhabitants say that rumbling noises 
are often heard, but none of them have ever seen 
smoke or other sign of eruption. The climate is delight- 
ful. The villages at the foot of the Sierras have chapels, 
and are on the western slope of the Pocho range. The 
judge of mines and justice of the peace reside at Pocho, 
which is 60 miles W. of Cordoba, accessible by a good 
coach road. 

Punilla lies north-east of Pocho, and comprises the 
beautiful valley, sometimes called Dolores. between the 
Cosquin and Punilla ranges. Orchards and small farms 
cover the mountain sides, which glitter with tale and 
abound in parrots. There is an estancia belonging to 
the family of the late Dr. Gordon, near San Roque, 
with the remains of a mill said to have belonged to 
the Jesnits. San Antonio, the chief town of the de- 

tment, is sometimes called Punilla, about 20 miles 
N.W. of Cordoba. and has church and schools. There 
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are chapels at. the villages of Dolores, San Francisco, San 
Roque, and Monte, A picturesque route over the Sierra 
of Cosquin leads to Cordoba, practicable only for mules, 
very steep, and commanding fine scenery. 
tio Cuarto includes all the country southward from 
the Sierras till reaching the Rio Quinto, which is the 
boundary with San Luis, and is mostly level pampa. 
The Indians used to carcer freely over it, three or four 
times a year, till the Rio Quinto frontier was improved, 
in 1874, under General Ivanoski; before that time they 
often besieged Rio Cuarto, and sacked the outskirts. 
while the women and others of the towntolk remained 
for days shut up in the church. Mossrs. Fielden of 
Manchester had a large estancia south of Cabrera 
station, since sold in lots, and about 20 miles north- 
ward, was the Angora goat farm of Messrs. Barker 
and Kaulen, bought in 1883 by Messrs. McKenzie and 
| This estancia is now devoted to horned cattle 
ers B60 square miles, of which 10,000 acres are 
walled-in. A few leagues distant is another lange estate, 
belonging to Mr. Winterbotham. The chief town of 
the department is Rio Cwarto, on the river of same 
called Concepcion, and has 
14,000 inhabitants, being the second town in the pro- 
vince. By the census of 1869 there were 138 women 
to 100 men, but since the opening of the railway the 
disparity has diminished. Its position renders it one of 
the chief strategic points in the Republic. The sub- 
urbs are irrigated by canals drawn from the Rio Cuarto, 
which rises in the Sierras above Achiras, and is ulti- 
niately lost in swamps in the pampas. The Franciseans 
have a convent, which sends missionaries among the 
Indians, and the friars have several times su led in 
recovering captives from the Ranqueles, and restoring 
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them to their families, many years after th 

mourned for as dead. One of these friars, Fathe 
Buoncompagni, belonging to a noble family of Bologna 
is favourably known all over these regions, Rio Cuart 
is by rail 304 miles from Rosario, 

Rio Primero comprises the country lying betwee 
the city of Cordoba and the salt lakes of Porongos an 
Mar Chiquita in the NE, portion of the province, nea 
the frontiers of Santiago del Estero and Santa Fé. I 
was formerly known as Santa Rosa, which name sti 
remains to its chief town. It is wholly devoted to th 
farming of horned cattle, possessing good pasture 
watered by the Rio Primero. The salt lakes 
to are close one to another, together covering mor 
than 3,000 square miles. The town of Santa Rosa 
with 2,000 inhabitants. is built on the Rio Primer 
60 miles N.E. of Cordoba. 

Rio Seco is a northern department, touching th 
frontier of Catamarca, and deriving its name from th 
aridity of its soil. Neverthe there are some goo 
pastures. The chief town is Mio Seco, population 506 
on the river of same name, in the lowlands. 

Rio Segundo takes its name from the river whiel 
waters its rich pastures, and extends to the limits o 
Santa Fé. It is very populous, having 13 persons t 
the square mile, who divide their attention betw 
cattle-farming and tillage. The chief town, sometime 
called Rosario, sometimes Rio Segundo, stands on thy 
S. bank of that river, 50 miles E.S.E. of C 
was on the old coach-road from Santa F ) 
Cordoba. It is chiefly remarkable for an Englis! 
brewery which produces excellent beer. There is 
branch railway from here to Alta Gracia, in th 
Sierras, 
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Rio Tereero was formerly called Upper Tercero, taking 
in all the districts on the slopes of the Sierras con- 
tignous to this river, and also the lowlands extending 
S,E. to Villa Nueva. At Yucat the Central Argontine 
Railway Co, has works for cutting timber, used for 
fuel. ‘There is no town of any importance in this de- 
partment: the station of Laguna Larga is 2 hours from 
Cordoba and 8 from Rosario, 

San Alberto, formerly included in San Javier, com 
aed a hilly country on the western slopes of the 
lower part ot the Sierra de Cordoba, which part is 
sometimes distinguished as the Sierra de Achiras, ex- 
tonding as far as the limits of San Luis. This includes 
the plain of San Pedro, the Nono table-land, and several 
populous, highly cultivated valleys of charming scenery, 


especially Chaquinchuna, Ambul. and Panaolma. The 
chief town is San Pedro, with 1,100 inhabitants, on the 
Arroyo de Canada; it is 1,700 feet over sea-level, about 
wD miles S.W. of Cordoba, the intervening Sierra ris- 
ing in some places to 7,700 feet. 

San Justo, formerly El Tio, was in the department 
of Rio Peau lying along the river of that name as 


far as Lake Porongos, and is mostly given to cattle- 
farming, having excellent pastures. The chief town ix 
Et Tio, built on the Rio Seg slose to the Take, and 
formerly called Fort Concepcion, as it formed a prin- 
cipal post for the protection of the Sunchales route, 
against the Chaco Indians. It is 90 miles E. of Cordoba. 

Son Javier adjoins San Alberto and takes its name 
from an antique village s at a height of 
2,700 feet over sea-level, The chief town is Dolores in 
the Canada valley, in front of San Pedro, from which 
only the stream separates it: population 2,200 sons; 
distance from Cordoba 50 miles S.W. 
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Sobremonte, formerly included in Rio Seco, comprises 
the conntry eastward of the Quilino or Ischilin mount- 
ains as far as Lake Porongos and the limits of Santiago 
del Estero. The hilly parts are covered with forests 
of chufae and other thorny trees; the lowlands have 
vich pastures for horned cattle, The only district of 
the W. side of the Sierra which belongs to this de- 
partment is that surrounding the village of Caminiaga. 
The chief town is Chanar, population 400, with a 
fine church of St. Francis; the outskirks are well tilled, 
and have perennial water-supply in the streams from 
the Sierra. It was a post-town on the old road from 
Cordoba to Santiago del Estero, and stands 2,400 feet 
over sea-level. It is 90 miles N. of Cordoba and 15 
E. of San José station on the Great Northern Railway; 
the journey to Cordoba can be made in 7 hours. The 
department is called after the Viceroy who fled from 
Buenos Ayres when Beresford approached that ci 
but who did so much for the advancement of Cor- 
doba. 

Totoral was formerly included in the department of 
Tulumba. and comprises some fine valleys and lowlands 
on the east side of Sierra Ischilin, traversed by the 
Great Northern Railway. The district of Sinsacate is 
admirably cultivated, and the air is so good that con- 
sumptive patients speedily regain health and compara- 
tive strength. If proper hotels were built at Sinsacate 
and Tanticuche, and people in Europe advised of the 
marvellous effect of the Sierras. these places would 

alar pa 


. ; square miles, 
with a massive building, which is the seat of an Ita- 
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lian colony, who complain bitterly of the treatment 
shown them by the Cordobese Government. The chief 
town is Totoral, with 1,000 inhabitants, 60 milos N, of 
Cordoba; 140 women to LOO men; journey to Cordoba 
4 hours, the nearest station being Jesus Maria, 

Tulwnba comprises a hilly country, entirely devoted 
to cattle-farming, there not being sufficient water to 
irrigate for agriculture. It lies north of Totoral, | 
the Sierras, the points of which here seldom ex 
8,000 feet. The chief town, formerly called Tulumba, 
is San Jos¢, a station on the Great Northern Railway, 
with 300 inhabitants, being the northernmost town in 
this province, close to the great Salinas desert. It is 
§ hours by rail from Cordoba, and has a mannfacture 
of rags, which are much used in the provinces. 

Villa Nueva was formerly called Tercero Abajo, 
Population 8 to the square mile, the inhabitants piving 
their attention to cattle, and previously to L874 
to suffer Indian forays regularly three times year. 
The pastures are better for cattle than sheep, but the 
soil would be excellent for agriculture if irrigated. The 
men are listless and apathetic, the women industcions, 
making soap, candles and preserves of fruit. ‘This 
department includes the important station of Villa 
Maria, junction of the Contral Argentine and Andine 
railways, which suffers much from want of good water. 
The chief town is Villa Nueva, 2 miles west of Villa 
Maria, thriving place on the Rio Tercero, with 3,000 
inhabitants; it exports $800,000 worth of hides, ete. 
yearly, and has 30 lange houses of basiness. The town 
was founded in 1814, and looks poor, as the houses are 
mostly of sun-dried bricks, with straw roof, When the 
Teroero rises, in flood seasons, it does some damage: 
& now iron bridge has been put up connecting the town 
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with Villa Maria. The latter place is 4 hours from 
Cordoba, 6 from Rosario. 

Marcos Juares, Roca and Juarez Celman are three 
new departments formed ont of distr’ that formerly 
belonged to Rio Cuarto. 


SAN LUIS 


This province holds the 11th rank in the Confedera- 
tion (see p. 65) and is, with the exception of Cata- 
marca, the thinnest popnlated of the provinces, having 
only 244 inhabitants por square mile. The surface is 
wild, mountamous, and woody in the north, bare pampa 
in the south, and being situated between the 32nd aud 
35th parallels of S. latitude, the provinc 
delightful climate. On the north the § 
separates it from Rioja, on the east the Sierra Estan- 
zuela forms its boundary with Cordoba, on the west the 
Desaguadero river marks the limit with Mendoza, ‘and 
on the south the 35th degree of latitude on the side 
of the desert. It was part of the Spanish province of 
Onyo, but separated from Mendoza in 1520, at the same 
time as San Juan. ‘The Cuyo province was a depend- 
ency of Chile duri , until transferred in 
1776 to the Vice ty of Bu es. No province 
has suffered so terribly as San Luis from the combined 
ravages of civil wars and Indian fora which have 
neutralized all the advantages of climate, soil and 
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geographical position. A new epoch is now opening, 
with the security of the frontier and construction of 
railways, which will turn to aceount this fine territory, 
so well suited to fatten cattle for the markets of Chile 
on the Bnenos Ayres seaboard. The province is so 
poorly supplied with water that it is not adapted for 
agriculture, the crops depending almost wholly on rain- 
full, which is, however, in general sufficient, averaging 
22 inches yearly. Some months there is none, and the 
maximum is 4'¢ inches in any month. _Atmospheric 
pressure is low, ranging from 676 to 709, with an 
aunnal average of 694, or 66 less than in Buenos 
Ayres. 

The chief physical feature is the Sierra de San Luis, 
running northward from the capital, parallel with the 
great Sierra of Cordoba for 100 miles, till reaching the 
frontier of Ri The highest peaks are San Francisco, 
Pancauta, Monigote, and Tomalasta, ranging from 5,000 
feet upwards, the last reaching 7,200 feet over sea- 
level. Volcanic agencies are visible at Tomalasta and 
elsewhere, and an earthquake in 1849 shook down some 
houses in the city of San Luis. Wood and pasture 
abound in the valleys and on the slopes of the Sierra. 

Rio Quinto, the only river of any importance, takes 
its rise in Sierra Pancauta at a height of 6,600 feet, 
and is swollen by many streams from Carolina and 
Catiada Honda. e8ce 2 Eb to the plain, it cuts 
its way through a rich stratum of soil, and is a clear 
rapid river of 300 feet wide where crossed by the high- 
way to Mendoza, the elevation here being 2,300 feet 
over sea-level. Its bed of sand and pebbles glitters 
with an abundance of mica, and the valley is narrow 
and picturesque, well wooded on both sides. The ra- 
pidity of course is.due to its great incline, which 
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averages 12 feet per mile, the elevation over sea-level 
not exceeding 1,750 feet at the town of Rio Quinto, 
48 miles from the Mendoza post-house above mentioned. 
Below this town, however, the pampa begins, and the 
river lazily drags its course over a sandy bed, past 
Fort Sarmiento, till it is lost in the Amarga swatnps, 
after a course of 800 miles. The only lake in this 
province is the Bebedeivo, already described m the route 
t0 Mendoza (p. 103). 

Among the places best suited for agricultural colonies 
are (1) along the Rosario, in the Canada del Morro, 
where irrigation is easy, and there ure few or no in- 
habitants; (2) the Varela valley. with a river and ad- 
vantages similar to the last; (8) Plumerito, sonth-east 
of Varela valley, where the soil is excellent; (4) the 
camps of Pantanillo, or Punilla; (5) the district which 
lies S.E. of Morro, watered by mountain streams. 

The early history of the province is full cf interest, 
The original inhabitants were known as Comechingones 
and Michilengues, branches of the great Quichua family, 
as the names of Tomalasta, ete., indicate; bnt they are 
not snpposed to have been at any time subject to the 
Tncas. The first Spanish conqueror was Martin Loyola, 
nephew of the founder of the Jesuits, who, having 
married the Princess Clara Beatrice Coya, only daughter 
and heiress of Sayri-Tupac, last of the Incas, was made 
Governor and Captain-General of Chile, and in 1597 
founded the city of San Luis, 

The people of the province are usually called Pun 
tanos, because Loyola called the site of his fort Deer 
Point, Punta de Venados. They are of mixed blood, 
the Quichua predominating, although they speak Spanish. 
The men are healthy, robust and well-formed, and 
supplied the best cavalry regiments in the War of 


a 
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The women are handsome, virtuous and 
industrious. Nevertheless, the province will not soon 
recover from the odium caused by the massacre of 
1819, when the Spanish officers who had been taken 
prisoners at Maypa, while detained as captives, were 
put to death hy the citizens. 

Estimates of population shew as follows: 


Independence 


Year 
1825 
1857 
1869 
Bot 


Hopraation, 
25,000 
37,000 
53,300 
99,100 


Anniinl Inerense, 
400 
1,300 
2,100 


‘The preponderance of females is not surpassed in any 
other part of the Republic, the census of 1869 showing 


women to 100 men. 


The province comprises 8 departments, as follows: 


Population 


Xquare willes, 


San Luis | 8,600 
Saladilto, 1,709 
S. Francisco 3,400 
Morra 10,300 


10,000 
13,000 


Renea 

Santa Barbara. 

Pietra Blanca 
gol... 


1,200 
1,400 
1,100 


9,000 
9,000 
10,000 
$,000 


TAL 30,200 76,000 


doubled since 1870, 


95,100 
Public wealth has more than 
shewing approximately as follows: 

vat 
$ gold. 
10,000,000 
4,090,000 
6,000,000 
R 8,000,000 
9,990,000 


6,000,000 

2,000,000 
Houses. 200 
Sendrios 


$,000,000 


TOTAL. 16,000,000 000,000 
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The landed property of the province may be estim- 


ated thus :— 








Sq. miles. Value § gold. 
Agricultural. % 200 1,000,000 
Pastoral... 20,000 000,000 
Waste... 10,000 1,000,000 
TOTAL....... 30,200 10,000,000 


There are about 90,000 acres under crops, one-third 
wheat, one-third maize, aud the rest alfa, fruit, etc., 
the product in 1890 being worth $1,000,000 currency 
or £50,000 sterling. The average tillage area is hardly 
one acre per inhabitant. 

Down to the year 188U there was little or no in- 
crease of flocks and herds, owing to repeated Indian 
forays, but in the last 10 years of freedom from Indians 
the increase of stock has been nearly 100 per cent. 
The returns for 1888 shewed 480,000 cows, 110,000 
horses and 240,000 sheep. 

The earnings of the people are approximately as 
follows: 























$ gold. 

Pastoral products. . 1,800,000 

Agricultural » 1,000,000 

Mining , 100,000 

‘Transport service 500,000 

Sundry occupations. 3,700,000 

ToraL...... 7,100,0c0 

Public instruction is neglected. shewing the following 
decline :--- 

Schools, Pupils 
1889 112 6.930 
1891 101 5,860 


The expenditure on schools last year was $85,000 


currency or 45,000 sterling. 
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There are 180 miles of railway representing a cost 
of £1,500,000 sterling. 

One of the ill-started Free Banks was established in 
this province in 1887, with a capital of $600,000 gold 
or £120,000 sterling. 

The estimates of revenue and expenditure were:— 


1 oy 
$ currency. § currency, 


Revenue..,.. 207,000 220,000 
Expenditures... +5. 207,000 620,000 
The revenue of 1891 according to Governor Videla 
was as follows:— 
$ currency. 
100,000 
120,000 
220,000 
The expenditure (reducing gold at 200 per cent pre- 


mium) was as follows;— 


Service of debt 
Public offices. 
Toran... 
Even excluding the service of debt there would be 
a deficit of $110,000. The debt is made up thus:— 
£ sterling. $ currency, 


Foreign loan .... 150,000 = _—2,300,000 
Internal debt. 2,500,000 


TOTAL... 9,800,000 
The debt is equal to $50 currency per inhabitant. 


Dera nrMents 


San Luis comprises all the territory between the 
Sierra, the Desaguadero and the Rio Quinto: water is 
searce, but there is plenty of wood. The district of 
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Chorrillos is at the foot of Corro la Punta, beautifully 
cultivated and adorned with plantations; the little river 
which irrigates it serves also to water the city and 
outskirts. Chalanta comprises the southern plain, with 
wooded intervals, terminating in salt plains. Desagua~ 
dero includes the lands from Sierra Varela to Lake 
Boebedeiro, with a zone of cultivated farms in the vici- 
nity of Chosmes and Alto Pencoso; the inhabitants of 
the latter place have made reservoirs in the side of the 
Sierra to catch the rain-water, So scant are the pas- 
tures in some places that the cattle depend less on grass 
than on the leaves of the trees for their support. Chief 
town, San Luis, capital of the province, with 8,000 
inhabitants, was founded in 1597, and served for nearly 
two centuries merely as a fortified outpost against the 
Indians. In 1788 Molina mentions it as an obscure 
village, and about 25 years later it was beginning to 
prosper, when the War of Independence took its best 
men to fight for the emancipation of Chile and Peru. 
Of the few gallant soldiers who survived was Colonel 
Pringles (son of one of MacNamara’s men), who was 
shot, in 1831, by General Quiroga. The city and pro- 
vinee were ravaged during the civil wars of 1831-1865, 
which kept the people so poor that down to 1874 the 
best houses in the principal square were of sun-dried 
brieks and thatched roof. The city has, however, pro- 
gressed since the opening of the railway to the Andes 
(1880), being one of the principal stations on the line 
from Buenos Ayres to Mendoza, thing can be more 
picturesque t! om Luis, on a pla- 
teau 2,502 feet over sea-level, commanding a view of 
the whole province, and taking in the snow-peaks of 
the Andes (one of which is said to be Aconcagua), 200 
miles distant. Iinmediately over the city is the final 
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point of the Sierra San Luis, which has an elevation 
of 4,550 feet. The geographical position is 43° 26° S. 
lat. and 66° 15’ W. of Greenwich. The municipal di- 
vision consists of 4 wards, and the schools are attended 
by 600 children, more than 50 per cent of the inhabi- 
tants being able to read and write. Two weekly pa- 
pers are published. It is probably due to the civil 
wars that the city has 132 women to 100 men, However 
squalid the appearance of the place, wherein reside Go- 
vernor, Ministers, Chambers, etc., the ontskirts are 
charming, watered by the Chorrillos stream, and produc- 
ing a variety of fruits, vegetables and poplars. The 
Salento is rock or sand, with a layer of 30 to 40 
inches of soil, in which grapes and oranges thrive. San 
Luis is 874 miles by rail from Rosario, 310 from Cor- 
doba, and 490 from Buenos Ayres (see p. 108), the 
latter journey being done in 24 hours. 

Saladitlo, officially called Pringles, takes in a wild 
country on the S.E. side of the Sierras, with only 1 
inhabitant to the square mile, It terminates eastward 
at the picturesque mountain of Morro, the surface being 
undulating, covered with pasture. It derives its name 
from a brackish stream that falls into the Rio Quinto, 
and embraces 5 riets: Trapiche, which has some 

crushing and a village where there is 
Totoral, well known for its cattle-farms: 


Morro, officially called Pedernera, is the largest de- 
partment in the province, with a scanty population of 
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two to the square mile. It lies between Saladillo and 
the Cordoba frontier, and is well known to sportsmen 
for guanacoes, ostriches and other large game. The 
northern part, towards Renca, is watered by the Rio 
Quinto, the southern loses itself in the pampas. In the 
time of the Dictator Rosas there were large cattle-farms 
along the Rio Quinto 50 miles southward; but the In- 
dians reduced the country to a wilderness after the fall 
of Rosas, and when President Avellaneda opened the 
railway to Rio Quinto, in 1875, beef was scarce in this 
department. Since then some improvement is observed. 
Some agriculture is practised near Cuchato, a village 
of 400 souls, in the northern district. The depart- 
mental authorities occupy an elevated position at the 
village of San José del Morro, 3,430 feet over sea-level. 
Chief town Villa Mercedes, on the Rio Quinto, was 
founded in 1856 on the Indian frontier, and contains 
7,000 inhabitants. It is one of the great railway cen- 
tres of the republic (see p. 102). 

Renca, oificially called Chacabuco, comprises the pret- 
tiest and most fertile valley in the Republic, that of 
Conearon, which has the Sierra of Cordoba on the east, 
that of San Luis on the west, and is watered by a 
number of streams that descend on either side, impart- 
ing ferti to the numerous grain-farms and orchards 

lescend towards the Rio Quinto. It is the 
most populous department in the province, supporting 
8 inhabitants to the square mile, The villages of Bs- 
tanzuela, Manantial, Santa Rosa and Larea are remark- 
able for neatness and the affluence of their inhabitants. 
the first two being pastoral. The last two raise consi- 
derable quantities of wheat, maize, alfa, ete, and are 
famons for fruits. Dolores is a town of some impor- 
tance, with 800 inhabitants, and exports wool, wheat 
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and other products. The school is attended 150 
children, Chief town, Renca, with 1,500 inhwhitants, 
a place of much trade, and reputed to have the best 
wool in the province, besides carrying on much traffic 
in grain. It is pleasantly situated, has a good church, 
schools with 200 children, club, free library and local 
authorities. It enjoys a delightful climate, and the 
people are most attentive and civil to travellers. The 
town is surrounded with orchards, 

Santa Barbara, officially called San Martin, comprises 
the country west of Renca and south of Saladillo, Tt 
is mountainous and rich in minerals, containing the 
famous Carolina mines, as well as Caiiada Honda and 
Cerros Blancos, both well known for gold-washings. 
Two of the Carolina gold-mines have been 
worked at intervals. Some of the works have demanded 
much labour, Messrs, Schmidt, for example, having sunk 
a shaft 86 inches diameter to a depth of 240 feet. 
The locality of Carolina is delightful as regards climate, 
and an Englishman who was suffering from lung disease 
writes of it as follows: “Carolina is the climate that 
suits me best, the temperature is so agreeable, It 
ranges between 60° and 70° during the day, and after 
sunset remains warm for a long time, the bare rocks 
giving out the heat which they received in the day 
from the sun. 1am just 4.903 feet above the sea, right 
at the foot of Tomalasta, which peak is the highest in 
the Sierra (7,260 fect). There is not a tree or bush, 
except a few poplars, close to the house in which T 
write. Meat, butter, cheese, milk and potatees are 
cheap, as the valley has a number of irrigated farms 
which are cultivated by women, the men hiding any- 
where to escape military service. But for this the 
conmtry would be more secure, and these valleys would 
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produce on a much larger scale.’ The villages of Car- 
men and San Lorenzo have chapels and schools. They 
are on the N-E, slope of the Sierra. Chief town, Santa 
Barbara, with 500 inhabitants, church, local authorities, 
and a school of 80 children. is at the entrance of the 
defile of same name; the inhabitants live by cattle- 
farming. 

Piedra Blanca, officially called Junin, occupies the 

end of the Sierra San Luis, and touches the fron- 
tiers of Cordoba, Rioja and San Juan. It was for- 
merly called Loneitas, and sometimes Quines; it skirts 
the Chaquinchuna hills, and includes the Caiada valley, 
famous for its maize, wheat, alfa and orchards. The 
eastern slopes are well wooded and watered, and display 
luxuriant vegetation. Small qnantities of gold have 
been found in the Quines river. The people are indns- 
trious and in easy circumstances. Chief town, Piedra 
Blanca, with 900 inhabitants, a school, and the local 
authorities, situated 70 miles N. of San Luis city. 

San Francisco, officially called Ayacucho, comprises 
a vast plain 8. of Piedra Blanca, between Sierra San 
Luis and the range known as Quijadas, in many places 
studded with timb There are good cattle-farms at 
the foot of the Saladas hill-range, several grain- 
farms ut Rio Seco, near the foot ¢ erra San Luis 
The climate is so mild as to be particularly favourable 
to agriculture. Chief town, San Francisco, with 2,000 
inhabitants, at an elevation of 2.600 feet, on a little 
river of the same name. The rich gold and copper 
mines, 10 miles S. of this town, accessible to 
waggons. 

Nogoli, officially called Belgrano, is a, mountainous 
district, between the Gigante and Socoscora hill-ranges, 
well wooded, and irrigated by streams from the Sierra, 
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Pancanta. The inhabitants devote themselves to cattle- 
farming, but have also large enclosures or alfares of 
artificial grass, famous for fat beeves. The Travesia 
valley, a5 the name indicates, is a salt deposit, appa- 
rently the bed of a river in olden time. The Gigante 
mountain has superb marble, Chief town, Nogolt, with 
400 inhabitants, chapel, school and local authorities, 
was a post-town on the old high-road from San Luis 
to San Juan, now little used. It has excellent alfsres, 
well irrigated. 


MENDOZA 


This province holds the 10th rank in the Confede- 
ration, and is situated along the foot of the Andes, its 
north boundary being an imaginary line from the peak 
of Aconcagua to the San Juan river, at 32° 30° S. lat.; 
eastward the same river, which takes the name of Des- 
aguadero, separates this province from San Luis, and 
southward the 85th parallel marks the limit on the side 
of the Indian country or Federal territory of the 
Pampas. 

It takes its name from the governor of Chile, Garcia 
de Mendoza, in 1559, who sent Captain Pedro Castillo 
with 100 cavalry over the Andes to annex the Cayo 
territory. The native Guarpes, unlike the warlike Cal- 
chaguies of Catamarca, were of a patient, industrious 
disposition, advanced in agriculture, and quite willing 
to submit to the conquerors on condition of being left 





MENDOZA 





undisturbed to cultivate their fields. The Cuyo pro- 
vince, including Mendoza, San Juan and San Luis, was 
by royal decree in 1776 transferred from Chile to the 

royulty of Buenos Ayres. It was one of the 14 
provinces that signed the Declaration of Independence 
at Tucuman in 1816, and 4 years later was dismem- 
bered, San Jnan and San Luis becoming distinct pro- 
vinces, as was foreshadowed by the fact of these send- 
ing their own deputies to Tucuman. The civil wars 
of 1821-32, and 1853-65, inflicted irreparable damage 
on these provinces, to which in Mendoza was added 
the earthquake of 1861, which engulfed 12,000 of the 
most enlightened and enterprising of its people. Never- 
theless, the province is steadily recovering from past 
calamities, thanks to its advantageous geographical 
position, and to the inflax of enterprising Chilians, who 
form one-tenth of the population. There are 17 de- 
partments, viz: 

Sey, les pulation. 


Mendoza,...... 14 10,000 
Heras... 31350 7,000 
Rosarlo ...---. 5,400 4,000 
an Vicente... 290 11,000 
Guaymallen 260 16,000 
San Martin .. 444 13,000 
Tupungato. ..... 2,180 3,500 
Luxan... “ ho 10,000 
Maypi...... 295 9,500 
Tunuyam. 680 4,000 
Chacabuco.. ce. .e +e 2,600 3,500 
Junin . : 180 13,000 
La Par. . 3,200 6,000 
Rivadavia, 7re £3,000. 
San Carlos... ++ 3,260 

San Rafael... 23,000 

Beltran... - 18,000 


EGTA seve | OROES 
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The bonndaries of the last two departments are 
perhaps not clearly defined, the areas given above being 
taken from Latzina’'s geography. The generally accept- 
ed avea of the province is orthy 50,000 square miles, 

Population has risen as follows: 

Year. Population Animal Ineneabe. 
1857 47,500 — 
1869 65,400 1,500 
1883 99,000 2,400 
1893 15 1,000 6,500 

Few countries enjoy a more delightful climate, the 
meteorological servations comparing with Buenos 
Ayres and Cordoba as follows (Fahrenheit): 

Meniora, Ta. Ayres. Corhas San Latte 
Annual medium... 2 
Highest register...... 101 
Lowest oo»... 26 

The extreme range is y , compared 
with 72 in Buenos Ayres, 75 in San Luis, and $8 in 
Cordoba. The rainfall averages but 8 inches, which is 
less than one-fourth of that of Buenos Ayres, and the 
dryness of the climate is found very beneficial to con- 
sumptive patients. Goltre prevails in some districts, 
cansed by the use of mountain water. 

Public wealth has more than doubled in 21 
shewing approximately as follow. 

10 ret 

$ gold $ gold, 
Lands...... 13,000,000 26,000,000 
Cattle 1,500,000 2,000,000 
Houses... 2 7,500,000 11,000,000 
Railways . — 13,000,000 
Sundries 1 8,000,000 17,000,000 


TOTAt... 32,000,000 09,000,000, 


‘The landed property may be estimated thus 
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Sq. miles, Value, $ gold. 
Vineyards, grainefarms, ete. 500 18,000,000 
Pastoral... ¢¢ese-ceeeee+ 30,000 6,500,000 
Vaste e200. +. 33,300 1,500,000 
TOTAL bpswmese 165,80 36,000,000 


There are abont 800,000 acres under cultivation, of 
which only one-tenth under grain, the rest consisting 
of Alfares or meadows and vineyards, viz: 


Acres. Product, $ gold, 
Al oon 150,000 1,000,000 
Grain... 30,000 300,000 
Vineyards... 49,000 2,000,000 
Sundries, ......- 80,000 1,100,000 


TOTAL. +. 300,000 $,400,000 


The wealth and products of this province could be 
easily doubled, by extending the system of irrigation 
which the inhabitants received from their Guarpe pre- 
decessors. The Zanjon, or canal, made by the Cacique 
Guaymallen, and still bearing his name, is drawn from 
the ri of Mendoza, near Luxan, tra’ the city, 
and irrigates a vast belt of vineyards, gardens, and 
plantations, on its way to the Tunuyan river; this 
latter is connected by another canal, 40 miles long, 
with the Desaguadero on the side of San Luis, and this 
extensive water systam conveys fertility through a re- 
gion of 1,000 square leagues or 10,000 square miles. 

The number of cattle (see p. 9) is small, the inhab- 
itants caring less to breed cows or sheep than to fatten 
animals for the Chilian markets. Wheat averages 
fanegas per cuadra, or 32 bushels per acre, being only 
grown in lands irrigated, this vaing 4 times the crop 
usual in Santa Fé. Maize is equally prolific, never 
giving leas than 100-fold, and sometimes double that 
amount, 
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Wine growing is rapidly supe 
industry in the province: the area 
1890 was only 22 but is now estimated 
July L882) ov »,000 aeres. 
An estimate for making a vineyard of 50 acres is as 
‘ollows: 
3 currency £ sterling 
50 eres of land 12,000 720 
80,000 plants... 8,000 480 
Posts amd wire... 12,000 720 
Labor, 3 years. . 14400 860 
Manager and sundries, 3 years 6,000 360 
Interest om $50,000, § yoars 9,000 $40 
TOTAL. 61,400 3,080 
The cost is therefore $1,228 currency or £78 sterling 
to make an acre of vineyard. The yield it is said 
would be as follows, for a vineyard of 50 acres: 
Tons yrapes. Value $ currency. 
3rd year 2,500 
th 10,000 
Sth 20,000 
bth 30,00 
¢ years 625 62,500 
Working expenses after the 3rd year would not 
xceed $7,000 currency, and the v after the 5th 
would be worth $30,000, thus leaving a net prodnet 
of $23,000 per annum or 35 per cent on the capital 
cost of the vineyard. The above calcnlation, which is 
rather flattering, swpposes a fairly good year, and no 
locusts, 
The principal wine-growing districts and their dis- 
tance from Mendoza are 
Miles Miles 


Heras. 3. Maypa Junin 
Gvaytmallen 3) Luxan. Rivadavin's 
San Vicente 3 San Martin San Rafael. 130 
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Among the largest vineyards are those of: 
Ordinary yield 
Owen Lepart ores fons grapes. 
Bonegas...... Sau Vicente, - 620 1,800 
Barraquero ... K A 500 1300 
Lusan. : $00 1,500 
Maypii .... 450 1,400 
Paulovsky . . ein 370 t,t00 
It takes stout 20 Ibs. apes to make ®& gallon of 
wine, and the cost of Sale a “bordalesa” of 40 
gallons is as follows: 


$ currency. 
too Ibs, grapes 12 
Cask, 1 


TOTAL. es s: 


The cost of elaboration is covered by the value of 
alcohol made from the skins and le An acre of 
vineyard of those lately planted with French vines has 
usually 1,600 plants and produces 3 tons of grapes or 
4 lbs. per plant, the yield of wine then averaging B00 
gallons per acre. But, the old vineyards have only S00 
plants to the acre, and produce two tons of grapes. 
The export of wine, by railway, is now about 1,600,000 
gallons or 40,000 “bordalesas” yearly, against 

gallons in 1883. 

Dried fruits, especially orejones,” or preserved 
peach r exported, on mule-back, to Chile 
Flax, silk obacco are cultivated with success. The 
first silkworms introdu 
dyke, in 1839, to the number of 874, and in les 
6 years they had incr d to 2 millions, 
tobacco was planted in 1820 by a Spanish soldier, 
‘brought prisoner from Maypi, who was afterwards 
rewarded with a gold medal and a life-pension. Poplars 
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grow vigorously all over the province, often passing 
100 feet; they were first introduced in 1810, ty Juan 
Cobos, a Spanish settler. The walnut-tree has likewise 
been introduced from Chile, and is cultivated for its 
fruit. The mulberry is indebted to Juan Godoy, who 
first planted it in 1835. With a soil of suck fertility 
and a climate so favoured this province will some day 
attract European settlers in preference to the Missis- 
sippi valley. ‘The system of irrigation can be indefini- 
tely extended by utilizing the streams that descend 
from the Andes to form the rivers Negro and Colorado, 
which flow across the Pampas to the Atlantic seaboard. 

Mineral wealth is supposed to be varied and inex- 
haustible, but there is really not much certainty on the 
subj The mines in best repute are the Paramillo, 
on the Uspallata route, 70 miles W. of Mendoza, from 
which the Spaniards took large quantities of silver in 
the eighteenth century; they are nearly 10,000 feet 
above sea-level, the Paramillo forming a species of 
lower range of Andes, on this side of the Wopallate 
valley. Copper is said to exist at various places in the 
south, near Nevado and Payen, where some Chilians have 
established themselves on the slopes of the Cordillera, 
and cultivate patches af ground overlooking the river 
Chalilefii and the Pampas. The Nevado is an extinct 
volcano, with laya on its sides, and sometimes a light 
smoke on its summit; the Indians say that a bellowimg 
noise is heard at interv About 30 mil of San 
Rafael, on ti lanchon route, is a spring which gives 
40 per cent. of pure petrolenm, Samples supposed to 
be coal have often been reported in this southern dis- 
trict. The most useful minerals are marble, pumice- 
stone, flint, quartz, agate, amethyst, cornelian and sap- 
phire, and of these there is au abundance, 








The earnings of the people are approximately as 
follows: — 

$ gold. 
Agricultural products, . 4,490,000 
Pastoral products, . . 1,100,000 
Mintog.cescvscecees 100,000 
Transport service $00,000. 
Sundrles. ..... - 6,600,000 


Torar 73,000,000 


Education has been losing ground, the authorities 
having closed 48 schools in 1891: there are at prest 
92 schools with 240 teachers und 6,880 enrolled chil- 
dren, the average attendance being 5,010: the expen- 
diture last year was $270,000 currency or £20,000 stg. 
Two or three newspapers are jmblished at Mendoza, 

Estimates of revenue aud expenditure were as fol 
lows: 


1st 180 
$ currency $ carrency 


Revenue. 170,000 
Expenditure 203,000 


Expenditure has increased seven-fold in 6 years, 
chiefly owing to foreign loans. The revenue in 1890 
was as follows: 


ee 


$ currency 
Property-tax.. 0,000 


Sundrie 


4 
x 


Tora 470,000 


The Government counted also on $550,000 of bank- 
profits, but the bank was in so sad a condition in L890 
that it was unable to meet the current coupon of 

35,000 on the foreign loan, by means of which it had 
heen created. The expenditure was estimated as fol- 
lows: 
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$ currency, 


Int. on debt... °.+ 915,000 
Police. s0. 06s 08 225,000 
Sundrles 20... 380,000 


TOrAt.... +5 1,520,000 
By abandoning the service of debt the expenditure 
would be reduced to $605.000, or $180,000 over revenue. 
The debt of Mendoza is made up thus:— 
£ sterling. currency, 


Paris loan. ‘ 970,000 14,700,000 
Local debts. 600,000 


Toran... 15,300,000 
This is a trifle over $100 currency per inhabitant. 
One of the unfortunate Free Banks of L887 was 


started at Mendoza with » capital of £600,000 sterling. 
taken from the above Paris loan. It had an issue of 
$8,000,000, and was soon pumped dry. In 1890 it sus 
pended payment of the conpons of the said loan. 

In this province there are 260 miles of railway, re- 
presenting a cost of £2,500,000 sterling. 


Departments 


Memloxa comprises the city and suburbs, with the 
districts of Chimba, Godoy, Plumerillo, Panqueja, Za- 
pallar, Algarrobal, all of which are occupied by an 
agricultural population, also the country that intervenes 
to the Chilian frontier beyond Uspallata, On the east 
ern side it includes the villages of Tortugas, Gomez, 
Pedregal, and Rodeo del Medio, surrounded by smiling 
farms. irrig: from the river of Mendoza. Sonth- 
east are the districts of Cruz de Piedra Villa Seea and 
Desagiic, likewise agricultural. The copperanines of 
Villa Vicencio on the Uspallata route, 50 miles NSW, 
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of Mendoza, were worked until 1861; the mineral 
waters are supposed to have much virtue. The baths 
at Inca’s Bridge, 99 miles from Mendoza, are much 
frequented in summer for their valuable thermal qua- 
lities, and may be reached in 13 hours. There is also 
a famous spring called Borbollon, 10 miles north-cast 
of Mendoza, with a temperature of 88°: Fahrenheit all 
the year round, from which flows a stream that waters 
th» Carpinteria und Jocoli districts. The favourite 
bathing-place, however, of the Mendocinos is Challao, 
in the mountains, north-west of the city, Chief town, 
Mendoza, with 20,000 inhabitants, delightfully situated 
at the foot of the Andes. It was founded in 1550 
hy Captain Castillo, and destroyed by earthquake on 
March 20, 1861. The new city is built close to its 
ill-fated predecessor. Captain Head and other travellers 
were greatly struck with the beanty of Mendoza, the 
courtesy of the people, and the winning manners of 
the young ladies. The old city covered 48 cnadras 
or 200 acres, and had 7 churches, 3 convents, and a 
charming Alameda, The earthquake occurred on Ash 
Wednesday after sunset, when the churches were filled 
with worshippers, and in an instant the city was de- 
stroyed; not even the streets were traceable; nothing 
remained but some trees of the Alameda and an aisle 
of one of the churches. Abont 13,000 persons perished, 
not more than 1,600 escaping, Fires continued for eight 
days, and brigands plundered the place, heedless of the 
eries of sufferers under the ruins. Domingo Oro and 
some others were dug out alive. The shock was felt 
at Bnenos Ayres, 654 miles distant, the pendulums of 
some clocks being observed vo stop for a few moments. 
The approaches to Mendoza are beautiful and striking = 
fields, gardens, vineyards, rows of poplars and other 
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trees attest the industry of the people. [ts srrmpaee 
position has made it the highway to Chilo, 

over which has increased greatly by the opening of the 
new railways: the Andine, from San Luis, was com- 
pleted in July 1884, and Clark's Pacific line places 
Mendoza within 36 hours of Buenos Aires, There is 
also a line to-San Juan, time 6 hours, Mendoza is 
the residence of Governor, Chambers, Federal Jud, 
and has schools attended by 800 children, It 
telegrapli to Chile and Buenos Ayres. From Mendoza 
the journey across the Andes may be made to Sone 
Rosa,, in Chile, 183 miles, in 4 days (see p. 107), be- 
tween the Ist November and Ist May, at which latter 
date the Cordillera is considered closed by the snows. 
The new city covers 200 cnadras or blocks, and stands 
a mile nearer to the mountains than the old one, — 
Wide streets give a good effect, and the San Martin 
houlevard is crowded with carriages on Sunday even- 
ings. On this boulevard are the Gymnasium and 
baths.. Mendoza has 3 daily papers. ‘There are about 
800 British residents, many employed in the railways. 
Dr. Cotton is spoken of as British vice-consul. 

Guaymallen, Heras and San Vicente are suburbs of 
Mendoza, abounding in fertile farms and vineyards, in 
the midst of the most delightful scenery. 

Maypi is an agricultural department, watered from 
the Zanjon of Guaymallen, and includes the pleasant 
district of San Nicolas, with numerous country-honses 
to which the Mendoza people repair in summer. 

Luran, the richest grazing department in the pro- 
vince, is about 15 miles S. of Mendoza, on both banks 
of the river of that name. The town of Luxan, with 
5,000 inhabitants, is much frequented in the hot season 
on account of its mild temperature and excellent baths. 
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These are known as the baths of Lulunta. The soil of 
Luxan is suitablé for vines and olives: there are 8 
large olive-plantations. The roads are shaded by lofty 
trees, and the country has a charming appearance. 
Land sells at £50 an acre or $3,000 currency per cua- 
dra. Luxan has good hotels, and is the second town 
in the province. 

San Carlos lies along the slope of the Andes, between 
the Tunuyan and Diamante rivers: it includes half the 
Veo valley, and is luxuriantly watered and well culti- 
vated, posséssing a numerous population and conside- 
rable trade with Chile. It takes its name from a fort 
built by the Spaniards in the last century, near the foot 
of the Portillo Pass, which is open from November to 
March, but travellers prefer the Uspallata (for Portillo 
Pass, see p. 113). The fort and village of San Carlos 
are 74 miles S. of Mendoza, on the south bank of the 
Tunuyan. A small settlement of Chilian immigrants. 
called Chilecito, is 6 miles 8.W. of San Carlos. Marble 
of various descriptions is found in the spurs of the 
Andes, and bituminous deposits exist in the low grounds. 

San Martin comprises a charming belt of country. 
well-tilled and with many fine vineyards, east of San 
Vicente and Luxan. The traveller passes along good 
roads, lined with poplars, through the hamlets of 
Riojita, Isla, Retamo, Independencia, Caseros, Santa 
Rosa, Mallea and Dormida, inhabi by a thriving 
population, the lands. being irrigated by canals from 
the Mendoza and Tunnyan rivers. 

Rosario skirts the lagoons of Huanacache, which 
form a semi-circle from the river of Mendoza to the 
head-waters of the Desaguadero, on the San Juan 
frontier. The inhabitants are descendants of the ori- 
ginal Guarpe Indians, and avail themselves of the pe- 
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viodical overflow of these lakes to raise abundant crops, 
while they also devote much attention to fishing, and 
make weirs for the purpose. They have, moreover, a 
few herds of cattle, which subsist on the aquatic plants 
of the lagoons, Wells, a few feet deep, supply good 
drinking-water anywhere. 

San Rafael wntil recently included all the southern 
portion of the province as far as the Rio Grande (other- 
wise Colorado), in the Nenquen territory, but the de- 
partment has now been cut in two, the northern part 
preserving its old name. Fort San Rafael, 180 miles 
south of Mendoza city is surrounded with well-tilled farms. 
Cattle may be driven across to Chile by the Planchon 
or the Bariloche pass, which are open nearly all the year. 

Beltran comprises all the southern part of the ancient 
department of San Rafael. It has an area of 18,000 
square miles, but only 1,200 inhabitants, 

Tunuyan is « new department, north of San Carlos 
and west of the Tunnyan river. It was formerly in- 
eluded in the department of San Carlos, and is not 
thickly populated, having only 6 inhabitants per square 
mile. ‘The western part Is mountainous, the east Tevel ; 
the principal industry is fattening cattle for the Chilian 
market. Melocoton is one of the largest farming estab- 
lishments in the Republic, employing many hands im 
agriculture and rearing cattle. The village of Tunuyan, 
on the left bank of the river of that name, is 50 miles 
south of Mendoza, and is seat of the locab authorities. 

Rosario occupies the N.E. portion of the province, 
touching the frontiers of San Juan and San Lnis, and 
is very Seeks populated, having less than one in- 
habitant per square mile. The country is flat, and 
mostly dedicated to raising cattle. The village of 
Rosario is miles north-east of Mendoza 
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Tupungato oceupies the slopes of the Andes south- 
ward from Mendoza as far as San Carlos. It is very 
hilly, but has good pastures, in which cattle are fattened, 
This department exports 3,000 fat cattle yearly to 
Chile. Land is worth $600 per cuadra, or £10 per 
acre. The village of Tupungato is 40 miles south of 
Mendoza. 

Chacabuco is a new department, formed ont of a 
portion of that of San Martin, and traversed by G,W- 
Railway, the chief town, Santa Rosa, being a station 
on that line (see p, 104) after leaving La Paz. The 
country is Hat, and in places thickly wooded. The in- 
habitants are wholly devoted to pastoral pursuits. 

Rivadavia is another new department, west of Cha- 
eabueo and east of the Tunuyan river. The lands are 
fertile, being irrigated by 5 canals drawn from the 
Tunnyan river, and vineyards are springing up aronnd. 
There are also meadows for fattening cattle. ‘The chief 
town, Rivadavia, has 2,000 inhabitants, and is 6 miles 
south of the G. W. railway, the corresponding station 
being 30 miles from Mendoza. 

Junin is a small department between Ch: 

Maypu, on the north side of the Tanuyan river. 
traversed by the G. W. Railway, the stations of Riva- 
davia and Alto Verde being in this department. The 
surface is level, the soil rich and well cultivated, many 
new vineyards being laid out. 

La Pai lies along” the W. bank of ‘the Desaguadero, 
which is the frontier with San Luis, and is irrigated 
from that river and the Tunuyan, containing rich 
pastures. The districts of Che a, Barrial, and Rama- 
dita ave wooded, and, moreover, support much cattle. 
La Paz is 565 miles from Buenos Ayres, by the Pacific 
railway (see p. 104), the journey taking 30 hours. 
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SAN JUAN 


This province holds the 9th rank in the Confederation. 
It formed the northern part of the old province of 
Cuyo, and seceded from the jurisdiction of Mendoza in 
1820, since which time it has been remarkable for the 
frequency of its revolutions, the advanced state of 
public instrnction, the cleverness of its writers and 
legislators, and the unhappy end of many suecessive 
Governors, who have been shot. It extends along the 
foot of the Andes, its southern boundary being 82°80. 
latitude, and its northern the 30th parallel. Eastward 
it is separated from Rioja by the Llanos desert. Tt 
may be said to consist of three great valleys, Tulan, 
Jathal, and Fertil. 

This was the southernmost portion of the vast empire 
of the Incas, who had constructed “tambillos,” or huts 
of refuge, in the passes of the Cordillera, which the 
Spanish conquerors repaired, in order to keep the ter- 

tory in easier subjection to the Governor of Chile. 
The original inhabitants were the Guarpes. of whom 
Father Ovyalle (A. p. 1640) haus left some inte ing 
particulars. They resembled the Quichua race, and 
their language had much in common with what was 
spoken at Tucuman, but nowise resembled that of the 
Araucans or Chilian tribes, who were; moré of 
greater stature and more warlike, They were, never- 
theless, muscular, and so fleet of foot as to man down 





SAN JUAN 


vicnilas and guanacoes, springing from rock to rock 
with the agility of goats, and being very dexterous in 
using the bow. Having a taste for agriculture, they 
raised large crops of maize, and so skilful were they 
in plaiting straw and osiers, that they made water-tight 
boats of such frail material—an art which has come 
down to their descendants, the fishing population of 
the Guanacache lagoons. 

At the time of the conquest, in 1561, the Guarpes 
wore a numerous race, but made no resistance. ‘They 
were compelled to do task service for their masters, 
the 3 Spanish adventurers, Castillo, Jofré, and Mallea, 
reducing thousands of them to a mitigated form of 
slavery. The race began to diminish sensibly, and as 
the exactions of the conquerors increased, the Guarpes 
were twice driven to revolt, and twice attacked the 
fortified settlement. where the city of San Juan now 
stands, The Indians of Jachal preserved their liber- 
ties. On the oecasion of the second revolt, in 1570, 
Governor Quiroga, of Chile, sent a reinforcement of 
Spaniards, under Gonzales Rios, who intermarried with 
the natives, and for 200 years following there were 
no troubles, the inhabitants devoting themselves to 
agriculture. The struggle for independence found 
prompt echo in San Juan, the people of this province 
forming the backbone of General San Martin’s army 
for the emancipation of Chile, The army crossed the 
Andes by the Patos Pass in January 1817, and a 
fortnight later won the battle of Chtacabuco. The San 
Jnaninos earned such reputation for valour in the war, 
that they became afterwards as turbulent as their an- 
cestors had been pacific. 

More than half the provine a dreary desert, some 
of which might be converted into fertile prairies or 
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“alfares” by irrigation. The only river of any note 
is the San Juan, which rises in the Patos Pass and 
goes by that name till its confluence with the Castano, 
50 miles W. of San Juan city, after which it is called 
Rio San Juan, passes through the city and suburbs, 
and after a course of 300 miles falls into the Huana- 
cache lagoons; it afterwards flows southward from the 
lagoons, and is called the Desagtiadero, as it forms the 
frontier between Mendoza and San Juan. The San 
Juan has an. ordinary width of 80 yards, and during 
the summer months the melting of the snows gives it 
such a volume of water that it is navigable from Cau- 
cete to the Huanacache lagoons. An inundation o0c- 
curred in December 1833, which devastated 10,000 acres 
of arable land and even threatened the city, where- 
pon a dyke was constructed, causing the Hoods to 
cover the opposite bank. The lagoons already men- 
tioned are fed not only by the San Juan but also 
by the Mendoza river, and are quite salt, except in 
summer, when their level is much heightened and the 
water becomes almost potable, The proposed canal to 
eonnect the San Jnan and Mendoza rivers—say 70 
miles long—wonld not cost more than $700,000, and 
would convert 850,000 cuadras, or 114 million acres, 
of desert into productive land. 

San Juan may be termed the Argentine Switzerland, 
for, besides the Andes, there are various lofty ranges, 
the Jachal, Tontal, Castaito, etc., which vary in height 
from 6,900 to 13.200 feet over see-level, this last bet 
the elevation of Tontal, all running parallel with the 
Andes, 

The climate is good, and for 9 months agreeable, 
but the heat from December to March is yery great, 
The mewn annual temperature is 66° Fahrenheit or 
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3 degrees higher than Buenos Ayres: the lowest re- 

gister 33, against 28 in Buenos Ayres. Rainfall avera- 

ges 6 inches, there being none from April to October. 

Atmospheric pressure varies from 683 to 722 degrees, 

annual average 708 or 53 less than at Buenos Ayres. 
The province comprises 15 departments, viz:— 



















Population, ‘Sq. miles. 

San Juan...... 15,000 20 
Desamparados...... 6,900 60 
Trinldad.......... 7,000 40 
Concepcion. 7,700 50 
Santa Lucla 5,700 jo 
Pozitos. 5,900 260 
Albardon. 5,100 2,460 
6,700 2,400 

10,000 3,900 

3,400 6,250 

17,600 9,000 

3,400 5,300 

4,500 6,500 

2,100 2,500 

101,000 38,810 


The increase of population was checked for many 
years, down to 1864, by civil war. Estimates shew as 
follows since that date:— 


Year. Population. Annual increase. 
1864 48,000 aap 

1869 60,500 2,500 
1883 91,000 2,200 
1891 101,000 1,200 


Most of the province is very sparsely inhabited; an 
area of 500 square miles near the city of San Juan 
has 48,000 souls, or 96 to the square mile, while the 
rest of the province has little more than one. 

Public wealth has more than doubled since 1870, the 
values shewing approximately thus:— 
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1870. 
$ gold. 
12,000,000 
1,500,000 
5,500,000 


6,000,000 
35,000,000 
The value of Penn property was set tao officially 
in 1888 at $39,350,000 gold, but does not exceed 
$26,300,000, as follows: 
Sq. miles, Assessed in 1888. Actual value, 
3 gold. 
Meadows. 11,100,000 
Anble. - 2,800,000 


7,190,000 

2,250,000 1,500,000 

5,790,000 3,500,000, 

26,300,000 
Property has notably increased in valne since the 
ng of the railway from Mendoza to San Juan, 
which ‘pla this city and province in contact with 
Buenos res. Much greater progress might be made 
if the people took more interest in canals for irriga- 
tion, instead of wasting so much time and energy i 
mining ventures, ‘he supply of cattle is small, and 
the inhabitants merely fatten animals for home eon- 
sumption and the Chilian markets; the total number 
of cows, sheep and horses is only 231,000, against 
210,000 in 1864, showing no sensible increase. The 
people have always been more inclined to agriculture, 
for we find that in the middle of the 18th century San 
Juan exported to Chile considerable quantities of grain 
and wine. Grapes, oranges, and peaches thrive admi- 
rably, but the fig and olive have deteriorated. The 

earnings of the people may be summed up thus:— 
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$ gold. 
Agricultural products... . 2,800,000 
Pastoral Go tes 800,000 
Mining ato ne 200,000 
Transport service . 200,000 
Sundries cs 4,800,000 

8,800,000 


The cultivation of vineyards is spreading rapidly, as 
in Mendoza, the white wines of San Juan bearing a 
resemblance to those of Malaga. The official return 
for 1892 shews that there are 22,000 acres under vines, 

The exports of wine in 1891 were as follows;— 


Gallons. 


Marenco,...... 749,000 

Devoto....-...-. 220,000 

Ligoule .... 145,000 

Castro . §,000 

Various . . 750,000 

Torat. f 2,000,000 
Local consumption was supposed to reach 20 gallons 
per inhabitant, say 2,000,000 gallons, thus bringing up 
the total vintage to 4,000,000 gallons. Land under 
vines seems to have the same value us in Mendoza, 
from £60 to 80 sterling an acre or $1,200 to 1,600 

gold per cuadra. 

There are in the province 14 gold and 22 silver and 
lead mines, which are worked at intervals, as well as 
5 establishments for crushing silver quartz and 2 for 
gold, In good years they produce $200,000, , The best 
known mines are at Tontal, Jachal, Guayagas, San 
Pedro, Iglesia, Murayes, Morado, Guachi, Gualilan and 
Huerta. The Anglo-Argentine Company’s works are 
at Gnalilan. The Tontal mines are reputed the richest, 
itnate 100 miles S.E. of San Juan city. It is stated 
that the silver mines of the province cover an area of 
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10,000 square miles, Coal has been found at Marayes. 
and iron in several places, as well as marble, which 
is very abundant 
Educational returns shew «a decline in late years, 
viz: 
we 
Schools 90 
Popil- on roll... 9017 


Average attendance. 79875 


The sum spent on schools in 1891 was $172,000 
currency or about £10,000 sterling, 
Estimates of revenue and expenditure w 
1484 1s 
$ currency. — § currency. 


Revenue...,.. 185,000 486,000 
penditure. . 213,000 910,000 


The Government in 1890 connted also on $280,000 
of bank-profits, but as the Government then owed the 
bank $1,180,000 the position requires no further eom- 
ment, The receipts for 1890 were estimated thus: 


$ currency, 
Property-tax 110,000 
Licenses 100,000 
Sundries. 276,000 


TOTAL 480,000 


The expenditure, always supposing the service of 
forsign debt, was estimated thus: 


$ currency 
Service of debt, . 410,000 
Schools 155,000 
Police. . 120,000 
Sunuries 
Torat 
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By suspending the service of debt the expenditure 
would be reduced to $500,000, or « trifle over the 
revenue. 

The debt is made up as follows: 


£ sterling. ——-$ cureney. 
London Ioan......+- 400,000 = 6,000,000 
Bank over-draft 1,130,000 
Local debts. 600,000 


Torat 


This is equal to $77 per inhabitant. 

One of the unfortunate Free Banks wus established 
at San Juan in 1888, by means of a London loan 
issued by Cohen & Sons for £400,000 sterling; the 
capital of the bank was $2,400,000, issue $1,100,000. 
The Goyernment, as shen above, has drawn freely, 
up to half the capital of the bank. There is also a 
debt of $150,000 to the National Bank, now in liqni- 
dation, for public works, besides internal loaus and 
obligations amounting to $450,000 currency. Thns the 
total debt is £520,000 or $7,700,000 currency, that is 
$77 per inhabitant. 


DEPARTMENTS, 


San Juan is strictly the urban district, but the sub- 
urbs of Desamparados, Trinidad, Concepcion and Santa 
Luria may also be regarded as parts of the capital. 
The city was founded in 1561 by Captain Castillo, on 
the hanks of the river which bears its name, and from 
its position on the northern extremity to the Cuy 
territory it became known as San Juan de la Frontera. 
Tn 1776 it received a Deputy-Governor from Mendoza, 
to which jurisdiction it remained subject until 1920. 
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It. stood originally at the place now called Pueblo Viejo, 
4 miles north, and was removed on account of inun- 
dations. Canals or “acequias” run through the varions 
blocks. Some of the buildings are fine, but the honses 
are mostly built of sun-dried bricks. Besides the ea- 


thedral, there are 8 other churches. Of the schools, 


There is also a 

pupils. The ¢ under a German, is 
successful in acclimati y foreign trees. Besides 
the branch of the National Bank there is the Bank of 
Cnyo, with a paid capital of 0,000, reserve fund 
$33,000; chairman, Mr. Echegai A considerable 
trade is carried on with Chile, exporting cattle and 
dried fruit by the Patos and Uspallata passes. The 
traveller may make a pleasant excursion to Desampa- 
rados, passing along the Murallon, 1,000 feet in length, 
which protects the city from inundation; the same 
route will take him to the picturesque village of Zonda, 
where the F summer months, the valley 
having a medium elevation of 3,300 feet and producing 
a yariety of fruits in abundance. The districts of Santa 
Lucia, Chacritas, Rincon and Cercado are likewise fa-- 
mous for fruit, alfa and wheat; the yields are from 25 
to 60-fold, Trinidad, on the road to Pozitos, is @ 
suburb with gardens and country-houses, San Juan is 
the residence of Governor, Chambers, ete., and stands 
95 miles N. of Mendoza (see p. 106). A new road was’ 
made in 1873 from San Juan to Cordoba, 350 miles, 
passing through Cane ayagas, skirting the 
south point of the Sierr ja, and crossing the 
Sierra de Cordoba near San Pedro: it is a difficult 
journey, and much of the way lies throngh desert. 
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Poxitos is & Bepaleas well-cultivated department, 
forming a series of gardens, with rows of poplars be- 
tween, and admirably irrigated. In the Acequion and 
Paramillo valleys are the hamlets of Darazno, Barros, 
Acequion, Pedernal and Montano, surrounded with agri- 
enlture; the route leads to Uspallata. Eastward along 
the slopes of the Zonda are Carpinteria, Caiada Honda 
and Huanacache, the first useless from want of water, 
the others famous: for vineyards and wheat. The Cer- 
villos and Cochagual are villages devoted to cattle- 
rearing. The village of Pozitos, 10 miles S. of San 
Juan city, was the scene of a battle in 1861; among 
the prisoners put to death was Governor Aberastain, 
whose lecessors, Benavides and Virasoro, had suf- 
fered the same fate. 

Albardon is north of San Juan city and includes the 
mining districts of Billicum, Lajd and Dehesa where 
coal and silver are found. It is watered by the San 
Juan river. 

Angaco is sometimes called Salvador, lying N.E. from 
San Juan, between the Billicum and Palo ranges. The 
lands are well cultivated, being watered by means of 
a canal, 20 miles in length, from the San Juan river 
to Punta del Monte. This is another instance of how 
much may be done in this province with a little enter- 
prise. This department was a wilderness in which not 
enough food was raised to feed a family until in 1825, 
Dr, Salvador Carril, then Governor and afterwards 
Vice-President of the Republic, cansed canals to be 
made, and turned the desert into a garden, San Isidro, 
with 1,200 inhabitants, is the most populous village, 
but the authorities reside at Angaco, which has church, 
school and S00 souls, 18 miles N.E. of Saw Jnan city. 
The high-road to Valle Fertil and Rioja is devoid of 


2 
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on the side of Rioja. “In 1825 a company was formed 
to cultivate a portion of this department, but civil war 
stopped any farther steps till 1858, when the project 
was carried ont. A canal was made, 13 feet in width 
and 6 in dopth, with subsidiary water-conrses, and the 
lands were divided into farms of 40 cnadras or 170 
acres each, which were sold at nominal prices on con- 
dition of cultivating. Tn a short time 15,000 aeres 
were under tillage, the soil producing wheat, grapes and 
poplars in such profusion that the cultivators before 
long found themselves in affinence, The village of 
Cancete, 20 miles from San Juan, on the east bank of 
the Rio San Juan, is now the centre of a fourishi 
region of farms, which extends up the slopes of the 
Sierra de Palo, overlooking the high road from San 
Juan to Sen Luis, Three-fourths of the 

are still a wilderness for want of capital to make canals, 
In the Sierra Guayaga, on the borders of Rioja, are 
some cattle-farms and a silyer-mine. 


Fertil, whic 
school, and 500 inhabitants. On the eastern side of 
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the Sierra, looking towards Rioja, the country is more 
populous. The Sierra abounds in mineral deposits, 
especially about Huerta, where mines have been worked 
for many years. The coal-fields of Marayes are in this 
department. Wood for mining purposes abounds, 

Jachal is the department of most importance after 
the capital, comprising an extensive valley in the north- 
west. The lower or southern part is arid, the upper 
woll-watered, and numerous minor valleys converge into 
Jachal, each irrigated by a stream from the Andes. 
All these streams swell the Jachal to a goodly volume, 
and enable it to fertilize many miles of country. The 
town, which gives its name to the department, has 
1,200 inhabitants, including the sub-delegate, tho min- 
ing and police authorities, and carries on a brisk trade 
with Huasco and Coquimlo, over the Andes, sending 
much fat cattle thither and receiving on male-lack in 
exchange the ordimary European merchandise, On the 
other hand, it has but little with San Juan city. 
which lies 150 miles S.E., a de: of 40 miles inter- 
vening from Jachal valley to the San Jnan_ river. 
The town is picturesque, surrounded by gardens, and 
has church and schools, besides smelting-works for 
erashing goli-quartz from the adjacent mines of Gua~ 
lilan, a few miles sonthward. The monntainous country 
between the Jachal and Guandacol ranges has several 
mining districts, especially Pescado and Guachi. The 
pretty little vulley of Mogna, watered by the Moquina 
river, is a picture of agricultural felicity, y 
church, school and water-mills. 

Iglesia is a new department, formed ont of the sonth- 
ern part of the Jachal territory. and comprises the 
silver-mines of Antecristo and Gualilan, the gold-imnines 
of Chilea, and several mineral springs. 
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Calingasta was formerly called San Martin; it lies 
sonth of Iglesia, along the Andes as far as the frontier 
of Mendoza, and inclndes the districts of Tontal, Gas- 
taho vtc., where 21 mines of gold-and silver are worked. 
The village of Calingasta is on a stream of the same 
name which falls into the river Patos. 

Huanacache comprises all the southern portion of the 
yrovinee touching the frontiers of Mendoza ani San 

mis, The lagoons of Huanacache are 4 in number. It 
is a poor country, with less than one inhabitant per 
square mile. The village of Cochagual has a chapel 
and a school. 


This province ranks as the 13th, being comparatively 
of little importance. It lies south of Catamarca. al 
the eastern slope of the Andes, between the 28th 
82nd degrees of 8. lat., and bounded east and south 
by the Salinas desert, which separates it from Cordoba, 
San Luis and San Juan. Dnring 80 years the in- 
habitants, onder General Peialoza, alias the “Chacho.” 
manfully resisted the tyranny of Rosas and Quiroga: 
they also held ont against the Confederation initiated 
by General Mitre, after the battle of Pavon, until the 
“Chacho” was taken and shot in 1863. In the last 
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29 years of peace the province has made much pro- 
gress, in spite of its re sition, want of roads, 
scarcity of money, smalliess of population, and other 
obstacles. The bulk of the inhabitants come of a good 
fighting stock, for the aborigenes were Calchaquies, the 
same tribe as in Catamarca, who fought for their homes 
and mountains against the Spanish conquerors from 
1590 to 1655. when they where finally subdued, and 
put under a Deputy-Governor, subject to the Governor 
of Tucuman, 

The summits of the Andes have here an average 
height of 13,000 feet, which is rivalled or surpassed by 
that of some peaks in the ancillary ranges; the Ma- 
chaco, in the Sierra Famatina, for example, attains an 
elevation of 14,850 feet. Sierra de Rioja, sometimes 
called Velazco, has many peaks over 10,000 feet, and 
the ranges of Lagite and Vinchina often exceed 8000 
feet. Nothwithstanding these numerous Sierras there 
is but one river, a small one moreover, which goes by 
the name of the Bermejo, and is not to be confounded 
with the great river of same name in the Gran Chaco, 
with which it has no connection. It has its rise in the 
snows of the Bonete peak, and is of some volume in 
summer, during the melting of the snows; it traverses 
the Lagie and other valleys, and is ultimately lost in 
the Hnanacache lagoons on the S Juan frontier, 

Estimates of population since 1855. shew 


Year, Population. Annual tocrease 
1855 4 = 

1869 ' 1,000 

189% 1,490 


There are 16 departments, viz: 
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Ss, wales Haprtation. 


Rioja, ‘ 3,800 11,000 
Colman... « 2,200 3,300 
Belgrano. 4 3,500 
Ocatapo. 

San Martin, . 

Roca. «64 1,000 

Rivadavla,, « 1,500 

Sarsfield....... 1,300 

Independencia. . 1,800 

Chiledto. ..6. 3,100 

Lavalles ss ieses0s 4,100 

Sarmiento. 4,100 

Famatina. 2,000 

an Bas, 700 

Barros. . ia 1,350 

Araneo . 2,100 


TOTAL... 35,360 


The above is a new division of the pro 
formerly comprised only 6 departments, viz: 


Population 


Rioja 

Famatina. 

Llanos. . 

Guandacol. 

Vinchina, 

Arauco , 

Toran 
The census of 1869 shewed 127 women to 100 men, 
and also that 16 per cent of the population under 14 
years of age were orphans, which may be accounted 
for by the civil wars. It also shewed 5 persons living: 
whose age ranged from 101 to 120 years 
Public wealth was approximately as follows: 








Lands......5 4,200,000 
Cattle... «+. 1,600,000 3}100,000 
Houses. 4,000,000 6,500,000 
Rallways , = 3,500,000 
Sundrles...... 3,600,000 5,800,000 
ij,000000° 43, 700,000 
f the province area howling wilder- 
ness, and the value of lands is about as follows: 
Sq. miles. Value $ gold, 
Pillage . c 100 3,600,000 
Pastoral . aioe 20,000 2,000,000 
Waste 14,900 200,000 
TOTAL... 4. 35,000 5,800,000 
Agriculture is the principal occupation, and the 
annual value of the crops is shewn thus: 
Acres. Crvp, value 
$ gold. 
Vineyards ...., 15,000 1,000,000 
pts 26,000 300,000 
Alfa cte........ 19,000 400,000 
Toran. 0,000 7,700,000 
Climate and soil are alike favonrable to agriculture. 
Wherever irrigation is practicable the soil gives forth 
Inxuriant crops, and the farmers have nothing to 
fear from rain or frost, this branch of industry is seenre 
and profitable. No other province in the Republic can 
compete with Rioja in the richness of its wines or the 
superior quality of its wheat. All kinds of fruit thrive 
amazingly; the olive-tree attains colossal dimensions, 
and yields a fine berry; the peach, orange, ete., are 
remarkable for their flavour. About 26 acres are under 
cotton, which is grown for home use, of a long and 
silky kind, equal to best Sea Island. The best olives 
are those of the Aranco valley, the best wines of Pa- 
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matina, the best oranges of the suburbs of the capital. 
According to De Moussy, the superior quality of the 
soil of Rioja is due to the shingle and gravel subsoil, 
which imparts a better taste to wine, fruits, ete., than 
the rich, heavy loam of Buenos Ayres or Santa Pa 
The Riojanos are patient and industrious, pro the 
best farmers in the upper provinces, but they lack ca- 
pital for the construction of “represas” and dykes to 
save much of the water of the Sierras that at present 
rans to waste. 
The earnings of the people are as follow: — 


$ gold, 
Pastoral products. 1... 600,000 
Agricultural do... 1,700,000 
Mining do. 190,000 
Transport service 200,000 
Sundries.....242. 6. 3,100,000 


Tora: 5,700,000 


So much fable surrounds the carly history of the 
Rioja mines that the real facts are not clearly known, 
The Famatina mines cover an area of 720 square miles, 
the most famous bearing the names of Mexicana and 
Aragonese. It is said that some Mexican miners who 
happened to pass here in the 18th century were struck 
by the colour of the Famatina river, and followed its 
course upward to remote fastnesses, where they obtained 
in a few months mineral that yielded them a prodi- 
gious fortune; this Mexicana mine is 16,500 feet ower 
sea-level, and is known to be still vory rick: | AGMHEs 
height the minor’s life is not pleasant, for lie is intitle 
region of perpetual snow, and has to melt ice over his 
fire to procnre water: his only companion is a dog, 
All food is frozen, and meat is kept for years. At first 
the rarefied air causes headaches, but the miner soon 
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grows accustomed to it; the strength and endurance of 
these men is incredible, bringing up sacks weighing 
150 Ibs. from great depths, and working 8 or 10 months 
in the year; it is not uncommon to find some who have 
thus toiled for 30 or 40 years, Some of the shafts 
have a perpendicular depth of 160 feet, and the ordi- 
nary yield is: copper, 15 to 18 per oa silver, 6 to 
10 marks ($54 to $90) per ton: gold, 14 ounce to 1 
ounce ($8 to $16) per ton. This hardly does more 
than pay expenses. Veins vary from 2 to 7 feet in 
width, In some cases lucky miners have obtained 200 
marks ($1,800) per ton, or GOO marks to the eajon, 
which is the usual mining measure, 

The copper-mines of San Pedro, for some time work- 
ed by Messrs. Galvan, are the richest of this metal; 
depth, 150 feet; average yield, 150 tons ore monthly, 
which produce about 24 tons of copper, the ore being 
smelted at the Escalera works. No country. except the 
United States, has such rich copper ore, the average 
of metal being only 12 per cent. in Australia, 7 per 
cent. in England, and 5 per cent. in France, The 
drawback is the cost of transport, the ore being car- 
ried on mule-back from the mines to the smelting-honse, 
and the copper, in like manner, from Escalera to Chile 
or Cordoba, As an instance of labour and capital 
frnitlessly expended, there is a shaft near San Pedro 
which was sunk in 5 to a depth of 500 feet and 
never gave an ounce of metal. On the other hand, 
some of the Esperanza shafts have given 20 onnces 
($320) of gold per ton. Another gold-mine, called Es- 

i 100 feet, was sunk only 70 

yielded $30000, whereupon the 
owner sold it for $24,000; but it was destroyed by an 
avalanche a few months later. 
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Silver-mines at Ampallado, a few miles E. of Mexi- 
cana and San Pedro, have given in some cases 200 
marks to the ton, which is Re 6 to S times the or 
dinary yield of the famous Comstock mines; bnt owiig: 
to the extreme elevation, 15,300 feet, which renders 
them almost inaccessible, the working is too difficult to 
be remunerative. Nevertheless, Messrs. Parchappe & 
Almonacid are said to have worked some mines near 
Espino very successfully at a height exceeding 15,000 
feet. Incredible as it may appear, the path to some of 
the Famatina mines is at times not more than 6 inclies 
wide, along precipices overhanging an abyss of more 
than 1,000 feet, and this is the only way by which 
mules, miners and food can reach their destination, 
At the Tigre an Englishman has established himself in 
a place considered inace: e, and obtained 3 onnces 
($48) gold per ton, the veins being unusually soft. 

In all parts of Spanish America the fame of the Ara- 
gonese miners has lent a charm of romance to the 
Caldera mines in the eastern part of Famatina, ‘Two 
natives of Aragon, in Spain, about the beginning of 
the present century had the good fortame to discover 
veins of silver in this locality, and, keeping the secret, 
continued working for some years, till one of them 
disposed of his share of metal and went home to Spain 
with a large fortune. Shortly afterwards, the War of 
Independence breaking out, and the fame of these mines 
getting abroad, the second Aragonese was seized by the 
natives and shot, with hope of getting his trea- 
sures, which are undiscovered to this day. Meantime, 
the Caldera mines are so rich that the veins of silver 
ross each other like a spider’s web, and Don Carlos 
Anjel had a branch of pure silver, weighing 744 onnees, 
from the Aragonese mine, so beautiful and elaborate that 
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no silversmith could improve it. Some estimates state 
that the Aragonese and other Caldera mines produce 
over 15,000 marks ($135,000) per annum, Senor Fer- 
nandez alleges that in a few years he has extracted 
80,000 marks of silver from one gallery, 100 feet long, 
in his Peregrina mine. A German named Friolan owns 
30 mines in this neighbourhood. 

Some of the old mills and smelting-works have fallen 
to ruin, but two new ones were erected in 1872-73 at 
Escalera, near San Pedro, and at Progreso near the 
Mexicana mines. The first, which is mostly used for 
copper, has 4 furnaces, and is 24 miles distant from 
the mine; the ore, as before mentioned, is conveyed on 
mules, the round trip taking from 4 to 6 days; it 
would require 1,500 mules and 150 drivers to convey 
as much ore as the furnaces could smelt in a day, but 
there are seldom 500 mules engaged; the ordinary price 
of a mule is from $50 upwards. The Progreso works 
are nearer to Chilecito, and are chiefly used for silver, 
In many instances the “pilguineros” or miners who 
work for themselves have a rude system of amalgama- 
tion by kneading the silver with their feet, while others 
have a better system in casks, commonly called the 
American method. So great is the difficulty caused by 
want of roads that the journey on horseback from 
Chilecito to Progreso, a distance of 22 miles, cannot 
be done in one day. 

The remains of ancient Indian works in parts of 
Famatina show that the copper-mines were in use long 
before the Spanish conquest, doubtless for the Incas, 
whose empire included Rioja, and who used bronze 
and copper no less than gold. It is believed that the 
Indians kept the knowledge of the best mines from 
the Spaniards, fearing that they should be compelled 
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to toil in them, The Aragonese are supposed to have 
worked from 1804 till 1817, and in the latter year a 
uumber of Rioja merchants commenced working with 
signal suecess, extracting large quantities of silver im 
7 years ensuing. This aroused general attention in 
Buenos Ayres and in England, and in 1824 a company 
was formed, the works being entrusted to Mr, Pfortner 
yon der Hollen, who was shot a few years later by 
General Quiroga. Several works were revived in 1876, 
and the branch railway from Recreo to Chumbicha, 
by bringing Rioja within 4 days of the port of Rosario 
and reducing freights in proportion, may stiinnlate this 
industry, in which thousands of Argentines place snch 


expectations. 


Education has declined of late years, the returns 
shewing: 


1880, ws 
Schools......4.2, 90 54 
Pupils on roll. 5,984 agra 
Average attendance. . 4.370 2,338 
The expenditure on schools in 1891 was $72,000 or 
about £4,000 sterlin: 
Estimates of revenue and expenditure were 
1888 1800 
$ currency, $ currency 
Revenue. 432,000 
Expenditure 1,380,000 
Expenditure has grown 9-fold in six years, and is 
now three times the amount of revenue. The estimates 
of the latter in 1890 (excluding bank-profits) were:— 
$ currency. 
ee At 100,000 
Property Ss ere 80,000 
National 
Sundries. 
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It is more than doubtful that public lands produced 
any such sum as estimated above. The estimates for 
expenditure were (supposing the service of debt) as 
follows. — 





$ currency. 

Interest on debt... .. 900,000 
Schools . ey 150,000 
Police 110,000 
Sundries. 220,000 
Toran. 7,380,000 





By suspending the service of debt the expenditure 
would be reduced to $480,000 or $48,000 over revenue. 
The debt was composed as follows:— 











£ sterling. $ currency. 

Foreign loan 800,000 = 12,100,000 

Bank overdrafts . : 2,265,000 

Sundries . 350,000 
Torat.. 14,715,000 


The Governor started a Free State Bank in 1888 
with a capital of $3,200,000 and an issue of $1,040,000, 
by means a London loan of £800,000. In 1891 the 
Government had overdrawn as follows:— 








$ 
In Bank of Rioja. 1,930,000 
> National Ban! 335,000 
» other accounts 350,000 
Torat.... 3,615,000 


making the total debt of the province $14,700,000 
currency or $184 per inhabitant. 


DEPARTMENTS 


The new divisions of the province are not yet well 
understood. The six old departments are the fol- 
lowing :— ‘ 
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Rioja comprises the city, suburbs and some of the 
eastern slopes of the Sierra Velazco. The city, origi 
ully called All Saints, was founded by; Valeo 
vernor of Tucuman, November 1, 1591, and stands 
1,780 feet above sea-level. Tho suburbs for 8 miles 
around are a zone of gardens, orange groves, yine- 

rds, etc., many of which are cultivated by pure- 
ooded Indians. The white wine of Rioja i is 
the best in the Republic. The slopes of the Velazeo 
range are wooded, and numerous cattle-farms are main= 
tained here, but the only water is obtained from 
wells. Rioja is the residence of the Governor, 
lature, etc., and has 6,000 inhabitants, including ft 
a dozen Europeans, 

Fumatina is the most important section of the 
vinee, extending from Catamarca in the north to the 
limits of San Juan southward. The valley of Fama- 
tina lies between the Velazco und Nevado ranges, and 
is watered by numerous streams, producing an abund- 
ance of grain, olives, oranges, grapes, pomegranates, ete. 
The town of Chilecito, with 4000 mbabitants, is the 
centre of the mining industry, and a place of greater 
commercial importance than the city of Rioja; it is 
officially called Villa Argentina, standing 3.700 feat 
over sea-level, 40 miles W.N.W. of Rioja city, Tt has 
church, schools, telegraph-office and local anthorities. 
This department includes also Nonogasta, famous for 
wine; Bichigasta, on the route of Vinchma; Camy 
a village of orchards; and Angulo, another sgriCUllate 
hamlet, at the foot of Cerro Payman. The Aguadita 
Pass, 9,300 feet high, leads from the Famatina yalley” 
into that of Payman. 

Llanos comprises a vast, wild and thinly-populated 
country, intersected by hill-ranges and valleys, where 


| 
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wood and water abound, The inhabitants incurred 
« bad reputation from the atrocities committed by 
bandits during « long term of years, and travellers 
ulways went im large companies, well armed. A few 
scattered hamlets are met at long intervals, some devoted 
to cattle, others to agrionlture. The western or upper 
Llanos have a justice of peace, who resides at Costa 
Alta, a villige with 700 souls, chapel and school. 
Lower or eastern Llanos comprises the hamlets of Tn- 
dependencia, Belgrano and San Martin, which have 
some trade in hides, tallow, cheese and wool, Althor 
the name “Ilanos” signifies plains, the country is by 
no means level. 

Cuandarol comprises some elevated valleys S.W. of 
Vinehina, and bordering on San Juan. Grain is eul- 
tivated at Hornillos and Paso del Medio, tnt the rest 
of the inhabitants are devoted to cattle, which they 
fatten for the markets of Huasco and Copiaps, in Chile, 
The people are of pure Indian blood, and spend a part 
of the year in hunting vicuias, guanacoes and chin- 
chillas. The authorities reside at Guandacol, a village 
with church, school and 1,400 inhabitants. 

Vinehine comprises the valleys of Vinchina, Lagiie 
and Hermoso, which lie between the Nevado or Fama- 
tina range and the Andes, and are watered by the 
Bermejo stream before mentioned, All three valleys 
Yaisé much fat cattle for the Chilian markets, and 
Vinchina is also well-known for fruits and grain. There 
are 8 villages with chapels and schools, Burros and 
Sanogasta on the west slope of the Nevado, and Lagiie 
at the foot of Cerro Leoncito. 

Araueco comprises the north-eastern slopes of the 
Velazeo, looking towards the Salinas desert of Cata- 
marca, Tt is a well-watered valley, or series of valleys, 
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producing wine and fruit. The olive was introduced 
in 1822 by Governor Davila and has become @ nt 
able source of wealth to the inhabitants. The town 
of Concepcion, one of the best in the province. las 
church, schools and 2.000 inhabitants. ‘This 

ment contains the delightful valley of Mazan whieh 
has on area of 250 square miles, At Aminga the 
Gordillo vineyard rele a superior wine like that 
of the Rhine. Guanacoes, hares und chinchillas abound. 
There is an excellent road from Mazan over the Siermt 
Ambato to the railway station of Chumbicha, provinoe 
of Cutamarca, by the Sybil’s Pass, which takes its 
name from a legend attached to a remarkable cayern 
on the route. 


CATAMARCA 


This province ranks 12th in importance. Itis bounded 
on the north by Salta, on i west by, the Andes, on 


Tucuman. 2} r ‘thitda of rite Tacitneys which 
is about the si f Great Britain, are salt deserts, 
mountain ran, or untracked forest, the inhabited 
portion not exceeding 27,000 square miles. 

The fertile valleys inhabited by the Calchaqnies were 
more populous before the Spanish conquest: Shameias 





CATAMARCA 46) 


present: they were well irrigated and in a high state 
of cultivation, the various tribes of Gualfin, Tinogasta, 
Andalgalé, and Fiambala, branches of the lehaqui 
i being governod by their respective “curacas’ 
jues, who paid homage to the Inca at, Cuzco. 

tle remains now of this noble race except its langua 
the Quichus, which is spoken in the remoter districts, 
although Spanish is generally used at Catamarca and 
the other large towns. After the death of Atahualpa, 
the Spaniards counted on meeting with little opposi- 
tion from the Calchaqni and other southern tribes of 
the Peruvian Empire, and Rojas ponetrated without 
difficulty, in 1543, by the valley of Belen, over-run- 
ning the country as far as the Sierra of Cordoba, where 
he was killed in a battle with the Comechingones, In 
1550 a second expedition, under Nuiiez de Prado, came 
to make a permanent establishment, building a town 
called Barco somewhere in the Belen valley, and meet- 
ing with a friendly reception from the natives. But 
when Aguirre attempted, in 1553, to reduce the inhabi- 
tants to slavery, distributing 56,000 among his fol- 
lowers, the whole Calchagui nation rose up, burnt the 
town of Barco, and put to flight Aguirre, who then 
proceeded to found Santiago del Estero on the banks 
of Rio Dulce. Five years later Perez Ztrita founded 
Londres—so called on account of Philip IL.’s marriage 
with Mary Tudor—near the ruins of Barco, and made 

& treaty of peace with the Indians; but his suece 

despising a policy of moderation, the Calchaquies a; 
arose and exterminated the Spaniards. For 50 years 
they enjoyed freedom, until a cruel war was waged 
against them by Albornoz and his suecessors, which 
lasted 88 years, and ended in all but the destruction 
of this gallant people: 40,000 were sold for slaves, 
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11,000 exiled to Santiago and Santa Fi, and numbers 
put to the sword. Those who held ont in the Quilmes 
fastnesses were reduced by hunger; most of thems pre 
ferred to throw themselves from the precipices rather 
than surrender to their perfidious conquerors. Some of 
the survivors were removed to a settlement near Buenox 
Ayres, where their name is still preserved) In 1776 
Catamarca was placed under the Intendente of Salta, 
remaining under that jurisdiction until the struggle for 
independence, when she sent her own depnties to the 
Congress of Tncuman, and finally declaring herself an 
independent province in 1819, with Nicholas Avellaneda 
for first Governor, 

hore are numerous mountain ranges, but Hot a single 
river of any importance; nevertheless, the streams which 
descend from the slopes of the Ambato, Alto and 
Aneaste ranges impart an amazing fertility to the 
valleys. Three of these streams deserve mention, the 
Santa Maria, Pachin, and Piedra Blanca, the last two 
uniting to form the Rio del Valle, which waters the 
valley in which the city of Catamarca is situate. 

The mean annual temperature (see Appendix) is 68 
Fahrenheit, which is higher than in any other part of 
the Republic, except Corrientes. Some of the depart 
ments suffer from intermittent fevers, others from ague, 
but travellers in general speak most favourably of the 
climate, people and scenery of Catamarca. 

Estimates of population shewed thus:— 


on : Aesoel Serene. 
1854 ~ 

E69 1,600 
1890 +400 


The province is divid ) 15 departments. vine 
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‘Sq. miles. Population. 
Catamarea. 360 10,000 
Valle Viejo . 180 8,000 
Piedra Blanca . 100 10,500 
Ambato . 960 5,800 
Paclin. 260 3,200 
Santa Rosa. 1,060 3,400 
700 5,200 
1,000 5,900 
1,700 11,200 
2,700 10,400 
2,500 4,100 
3,300 91400 
2,800 4,800 
6,300 6,700 
12,300 11,400 
36,220 110,000 





The above table, however, seems to exclude 40,000 
square miles of mountain and desert, as the inhabitants 
claim for Catamarca an area of 77,300 square miles. 

Public wealth has nearly doubled since 1870, shew- 
ing approximately as follows:— 


1870 1w9t 

$ gold. # gold. 
7,000,000 
3,000,000 
6,000,000 
5,000,000 
21,000,000 


Sundries. + 
Torat., 


The value of lands may be summed up thus:— 
Sq. miles. Value § gold. 














Agricultural 300 4,000,000 
Pastoral. . 33,000 5,000,000 
Waster. ‘ 44,000 1,000,000 

TOTAL...... 5 77,300 10,000,000 


In 1888 the area under crops was as follows:— 
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and Tinogasta, and copper in the department of An- 
dalgala—the mining industry is confined to the last- 
mentioned, where Mr. Lafone’s works of Pilciao, along 
with those of Pipanaco, turn out 800 tons of copper 
yearly (see Andalgali), the total mining product of Ca 
tamarca, according to official statements, being $355,000. 
Tt is confidently asserted that the copper of Andalgali 
is equal in value to all the other annual products of 
mines in the Republic. White and red marble are 
found at many places in the Sierras. 

The most striking feature in the province is the peak 
of Aconquija, 15,480 feet, crowned with perpetnal snow. 
Tt has been frequently ascended, without loss of life, 
the only accessible side being the southern, which faces 


the town of Andalgali, It is the outpost of the Acon- 
quija range, some points of which are 14,000 feet high, 
running N.N-E. about 80 miles, and terminating at the 
delighful valley of Tafi, on the Tucuman frontier. 
Another lofty peak that looks down upon Andalgalé 
is the Ambato, 10,900 feet, about 20 miles westward 
of Aconguija, Still further west is the Calais Tange 

i 


the highest summit of which reaches 13,200 feet. is 
is sometimes called the Sierra Belen. In the southern 
part of the province are 8 ranges, the Ambato, Alto 
and Ancaste, the first of which attains 13,000 feet, the 
other two being much lower and well wooded. The 
forests of Ancaste and Capayan are the most extensive 
of Catamarca, covering altogether 350 square miles, or 
240,000 acres, the timber being mostly cedar, quebra- 
cho, algarrobo, walnut, lapacho and poplar. There are 
several deserts, but the largest is that of Salinas, which 
covers 4,000 square miles, while that of Pozuelos is a 
salty waste of 400 square miles. 

Public instruction has lost ground in late years, viz:— 
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Schools. ose scceseees 35 
Pupils on roll,...... 2,839 
Averaye attendance... 2,328 
This province has 180 miles of railway, which re 
present a cost of €1,500,000 sterling. 
Estimates of revenue and expenditure shewed thas:— 


18h 180 
$ currency, — $ currency. 


Revenue. ....5 94,000 495,000 
Expenditure, 106,000 970,000 
The revenue of 1890 was made up thus: 

$ currency. 

Propertystax ..... 130,000 

Licenses... 5 90,000 

Sundrles ; 
TOTAL. :..... 405,000 


The Government also counted on $420,000 from 
imaginary bank-profits and coupons. The expenditure 
was (supposing service of debt) as follows: 

$ currency. 


Int. of debt... $49,000 
Schools = 49,000 
Police... 22.05 120,000 
Sundries. : 270,000 

TOTAL. ..... 970,000 


Even after suspending the service of debt there would 
still be a deficit of 000. Debt consists of a Paris 
loan for £600,000, say $9,100,000 currency or $83 per 
inhabitant 

One of the ill-fated Free State-banks was started in 
Catamarea in 1888 with a capital of $1,500,000 and 
an issue of $1,200,000: this was done by means of the 
above Paris loan for £600,000 sterling. 
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Derantaents. 


Catamarea. with the city and suburbs, comprises a 
beautiful valley between the Alto and Ambato Sierras, 
watered by the Rio del Valle, an insignificant stream 
during several months of the year, but in flood seasons 
overflowing the country for miles. The whole valley, 
and especially the city suburbs, are of remarkable fer- 
tility. The suburbs, called Chacrita, Cholla, Angali, 
Toma, Angeles, etc., grow fruit and grain in large 
quantities, the figs and oranges being much esteemed. 

he inhabitants of Cholla are pure-blooded Calcha- 
qnies. Chief town, Catamarea, with 8,000 inhabi- 
tants, stands at the foot of the Ambato, 1,700 feet 
above sea-level, and has a most picturesque appear- 
ance, surrounded by much culture and fertility. It 
was founded by Governor Mendoza, from Tucuman, 
in 1680, near where Cholla is situate, and was removed 
to its present situation on account of the inundations 
of the Rio del Valle. The new church is one of the 
finest. in the Republic, 220 feet long by 90 feet in 
width. The convent of San Francisco was for more 
than a hundred years a kind of university for all the 
provinces north of Cordoba, the friars teaching Latin 
and philosophy; but its importance has declined in 
latter years. ‘The convent and church thereto balan 
ing cover 4 acres, and are endowed, having a well- 
stocked estancia. The old Merced convent was con- 
verted into a national college by Dr. Navarro, and 
covers 2 acres. The halls are well supplied with library, 
laboratory and printing-pr and the institution has 
farms at Andalgali, Paclin and Ambato. All the public 
offices are at the Cabildo, in the principal square. which 
has rows of orange-trees. ‘The Alameda, a public walk, 
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has an artificial lake of 2 acres, 10 feet deep, which 
is fed by the Tala stream, and supplies the with 
water. There are two good hotels, dub. fi brary, 
billiard-rooms, two printing-offices and weekly paper, 
% wills, a tannery and a number of fine shops, The 
female orphanage, under Carmelite sisters, covers four 
acres. It was founded in 1784 by Bishop San Aberto, 
who endowed it with lands of his own property at 
Paclin. The municipal revenue is $12,000, or $144 per 
inhabitant. The ladies are famous for the many 


ture of tasteful embroidery, Catamarca is 318 miles 
(see p. 187) from Cordoba, the journey taking 20 hours, 

Valle Viejo is @ small department east of the city 
of Catamarea, watered by the Rio del Valle and abound- 
ing in fruit. There are a church, schools and shops 


at the village of San Isidro. 

Piedra Blanca another small department, come- 
prising two successive “caiones” or deep valleys; the 
first is 15 miles long by 3 wide, and terminates at the 
Puerta gorge. after which we enter a wider valley, 
42 miles long, which is closed by the Narvaez peak; 
the second valley is generally called Cation de Puea- 
rilla, This department produces grain, wine, cotton, 
cochineal and tobaceo, being watered by unmerous 
streams from the Ambato, Gracian, and other sierras. 
The farmers, moreover, fatten cattle at a charge per head 
of $3 per month, in the “alfares”. ‘The cotton is pro- 
nounced in England to be equal to Sea Island, bné the 
cultivation has declined, since English cotton goods cam 
be imported cheaper than home-made. The forests have 
excellent timber, much of which goes to Tucuman to 
be used for cabinet work. The women make first-class 
viewiia ponchos, as well as woollen goods. Spertsmen 
who may wish to shoot pumas in the monutains will 
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get thanks from the farmers. Chief town, San José, 
with 1,000 inhabitants, is better known as Piedra 
Blanca, situate 18 miles north of Catamarca city. 
Church, schools, 2 hotels, sugar-mill, flour-mills and 
many good shops. It exports hundreds of tous of 
oranges and dried figs yearly, the first to Cordoba, the 
second to Tnouman and Santiago. 

‘Ambato lies north of Piedra Blanca and is watered 
by numberless streams from the Sierra. The chief town, 
Puerta, has church, schools, mills and 1,800 inhabitants: 
it is surrounded with gardens, and exports dried figs to 
the value of $15,000 gold yearly. 

Paclin is » valley, running from Piedra Blanca to 
the confines of Tucuman. Is is well watered and fer- 
tile, producing wine, grain and fruit. 

Santa Rosa is a new department formed out of a 
portion of that of Alto. It lies along the frontiers of 
Tnenman and Santiago and is thinly inhabited. The 
village of Obanta is the seat of the authorities. 

Alto lies east of Piedra Blanca: it is fertile and po- 
pulous. The inhabitants are industrious, raising grain, 
fruit, tobacco, and some sugar-cane, besides collecting 
eochineal; but they suffer greatly for want of roads, 
having to drive their mules over the Santa Crnz monn- 
tains with loads of figs, oranges and sweet potatoes, to 
market at Catamarca. The woods are mfested with 
tigers and pumas. Chief town, Alto, with 1,500 inhabi- 
tants, 1s 45 miles N.E. of Catamarea, on the high-road 
to Santiago del Estero, It is surrounded with irrigated 
gardens, and has church, school, hotel, and various shops. 

Aneasti formerly extended southward to the frontiers 
of Cordoba. Tn the mountainous parts the inhabitants 
maintain great numbers of cows, mules, sheep and 
goats, and in the low grounds they enltivate alfa and 
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grain. At the foot of Sierra Ancasti a plain stretebes 
ont, 100 miles long and 30 miles wide, studded with 
woods of quebracho, chaftar and sobil, the last being 
valnable for tanning. The low grounds are mostly 
subject to ague; they produce a species of indigo in 
the form of brushwood. The men make bridles, the 
women weave ponchos, and a brisk trade in these ar 
ticles is carried on with Cordoba. ‘This dey t also 
includes San Pedro.del Buen Retiro, which has a sepa 
rate police administration, occupying the eastern 
tion, along the Santiago frontier. The climate i 
healthy, and there are some centenarians, but the peng 
feel the want of water, being obliged to keep the 
water in hollows. The inhabitants of the Ancasti 
Sierras are reported unconth and wild, bat they are 
good tanners. Chief town, Ancasti, 45 miles SE of 
Catamarca, has 2,000 inhabitants, church, schools, tan- 
neries and shops. It sends 5,000 fat cattle yearly t 
Chile, besides 10,000 to Cordoba and other 3 

the average value being $20 a head: also 84 tanned 
hides to Cordoba, $5,000 worth of lime to Catamarca, 
and 100 tons of cheese, similar to that of Tafi, m the 
province of ‘Tucuman, San Pedro, with 1,000 imhabi- 
tants, is a station on-the Great Northern Railway, 
within 5 hours of Tucuman. It has church, school and 
shops, and is 260 miles of Cordoba. 

La Pax is south of Ancasti and lies along the bor 
ders of Santiago and Cor The only place of im- 
portance is Recreo, on the G rthern railway, from 
which starts the branch line, Chumbicha to Gata- 
marea (ese p. 132 

Capayan extends southward from Valle Viejo to the 
Salinas desert on th ‘of Cordoba. This fertile 
valley, 90 miles long by 40 in width, contams large 
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alfares for the support of troops of mules that are 
employed in the trade between Catamarea and Rioja, 
besides raising such qnantities of wheat as to export 
flour to Tucuman. The department, moreover, includes 
some of the slopes of Ambato, where vines are much 
cultivated. The streams from the Ambato and Alto 
ranges irrigate all these districts—viz., Coneta, Mira- 
flores, Concepcion and San Pedro—but water is scarce 
in Chumbicha, farther south. The eastern slope of 
Ambato is well-wooded, and contains numerous cattle 
estancias, some of which are almost inaccessible. There 
is @ mule-path over the Concepcion Pass to Poman, 
besides one by the Cebila Pass from Chumbicha to 
Mazan. Chiet town, Villa Prima, with 1,500 inhab- 
itants, at the foot of Sierra Ambato, is the residence 
of the authorities, the inhabitants bemg wholly engaged 
in agriculture. In this department is the importatit 
railway station of Chambicha, on the Catamarca branch 
of the Great Northern line. There is a reservoir in 
the hills, 6 miles off, to keep a constant supply of 
water, at a place called Quebrada, 100 feet over the 
railway level, and the water costs $2 per 100 gallons. 

Poman lies west of Capayan: it is a wild, sparsely 
settled district, watered by streams from the Ambato. 
The town of Poman, with 1,500 inhabitants, is 80 miles 
west of Catamarca. 

Andalgald comprises a mining country south of 
Aconquija, and is remarkable for the industry of its 
people, the variety of its products, and the natural 
difficulties which impede its dealings with the outer 
world. It exports mules and asses to Peru and Bolivia, 
dried fruits and wine to Tucuman, as well as hides, 
vienfia ponchos, etc., to Cordoba and elsewhere. There 
are no roads, but mule tracks, and all commerce is 
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works also belong to Mr. Lafone Quevedo, and the 
distance is a little more than 40 miles, one-third 
through a mountainous country, the road having been 
made by Messrs, Lafone & Co. The muleteers charge 
about $8 per ton freight, each man having 16 mules 
in his troop, and each mule carrying 300 to 330 Ibs.; 
they take 3 days on the journey—say, 14 miles a day. 
The Piloiao works keep about 3,000 mules constantly 
busy. Pilciao, the seat of the smelting-works, is in 
the centre of an algarroba forest, 10 miles S. of An- 
dalgala town; the works have constantly maintained 
600 persons since first established, in 1860, and for 
alec UPD. have wells 100 feet deep. The works 
have 9 furnaces, the algarrobo forest supplying the 


requisite fuel, The number of actual workmen is 


usually from 80 to 100, and the engineers and mecha- 
nics are English; working expenses exceed $5,000 a 
month, Few ablishments in America are better 
managed; attached to the works are a chapel, a school 
and a camp-store. The miners’ children sing at Mass 
on Sundays in a manner that shows patience, skill and 
artistic taste. An observatory for meteorology has 
been kept for son ‘s with great precision. Mr. 

Lafone Quevedo is th m of one of the earl British 
merchants of Montevideo. There is another mine of 
richer ore called the Rosario, formerly Cwrranza’s, 
which sent its ore to be smelted at Pipanaco, at foot 
of the Ambato; here there is plenty of wood, but lack 
of water, and the distanee, 7) miles from the mines, 
is a serious drawback. The Ambato and Aconquija 
ranges have plenty of tigers, pumas, guanacoes, hares 
and foxes to invite sportsmen. Chief town, Andalgald, 
with 3,000 inhabitants, stands on the site of a fort 
built, by the Spaniards to keep in awe the Andalgalé 
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tribe, one of the most warlike of the Calchaqui nation: 
it is at the foot of Aconqnija, and covers with its 
suburbs a square league, being surrounded by vine 
yards, It has church, schools. free-library, hotel, tam 
nery and many good shops, the commerce of the place 
keeping 5,000 mules in constant oconpation. Tt is @) 
miles N.N.W. of Catamarea city, and is connected by 
telegraph with Cordoba, Chile and Buenos Ayres. Exent- 
sions may be made to Sierra Chilca, where the remains 
of an Indian fortification are seen at Pucani; to Poman, 
a thriving town’ of 2,000 inhabitants; to Cholla, 
mining village 10 miles westward: to Guazan, famous 
for its wine, 5 miles north; or to Mr. Lafone’s works 
at Pilciao, 10 miles south. 

Santa Maria lies wong the borders of Salta and 
Tucnman. Tt is remarkable for its cold, dry atmos 
phere, and consumptive pationts, who come hither from 
Tueuman, return cured. The hill-ranges have much to 
invite the botanist, naturalist, or sportsman. Mediemal 
herbs and dye-woods abound, as well as vienfias, 
nacoes, a large kind of snake, and a spider the size of 
a tortoise. Gold is found in many places, marble 
up as plentifully as rock-salt, of which latter bloe 
may be cut as big ws a mule can car Every Easter 
the natives make up hunting parties to kill yiewfias, 
of which they export the skins. Formerly this Was @ 
mining department, but the mines were abandoned in 
1860, whereupon the Lafone smelting-works, whieh 
were 10 miles. h anta Maria town, were removed 
to Pilciao, d districts the natives raise 
great, quantities . apples. pears and 
grapes; in : westward they fatten 


cattle fo: wes for Bolivia, besides es 
ing chee: Santa Maria, 
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with 2,200 inhabitants, is L80 miles north of Catamarea, 
and 120 north of Andalgalé; it has church, school and 
many shops: bunt the houses are built, of sun-dried 
brie! t is surrounded with gardens, and exports 
quantities of grain, dried fruits and aniseed to Tucu- 
man, receiving sugar and English cotton-goods in ex- 
change. There is a coach-road to Salta, 160 miles 
northwest, another southward to Belen, 120 miles. 
San José, with 1,000 inhabitants, is 12 miles S. of 
Santa Maria, on the river of that name; it has church, 
school, and band of music, and is remarkable for the 
politeness of the people. There are copper-mines in the 
ay) of the Balastro smelting-works, 20 miles south- 
ward, 

Belen is west of Andalgali and extends to the Andes, 
It is remarkable for its favoured soil and climate, pic- 
turesque scenery, valuable products, and the industry 
of its inhabitants. The Blanca valley is devoted to 
rearing cattle, and the districts of Gualtin, Londres and 
Cienaga are partly pastoral, partly agricultural. Much 
business is done in buying mules from Rioja, Cordoba 
and Santiago del Estero, and fattening them for traders 
in Bolivia, The women make handsome ponchos, and 
a species of cloth called “cordillate de Belen.” Llamas, 
guanacoes, vicuiias, goats and chinchillas are very nu- 
merous in the mountains. The forests contain many 
kinds of wood used for upholstery, Gold quartz is 
commonly found at parts of the Culampaja range, and 
at Santa Catalina, from which the country people often 
extract small quantities of the precious metal for their 
daily wants. Senor Espeche has smelting-works at 
Corral Quemado, 40 miles N. of the town of Belen. 
There are mineral springs at Gualfin, 6 miles south of 
the said works. Chief town, Belen, with 3,000 inhabi- 
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in winter by the Zonda wind, which is like a tornado, 
‘oying crops and tearing up trees, Copper and 
silver are found in the hills, and the Hoyada mine gave 
silver for many years. Chief town, Tinogasta, with 
2,000 inhabitants, disputes with Andalgala the rank of 
second town in the province. It derives its importance 
from proximity to Chile and Bolivia, and has made 
great progress in the last ten years. It has church, 
schools, hotel, and many fine shops and well-built 

The two best high-roads to Chile are by the 
of San Francisco and Barrancas Blancas, the 
distance to Copiapé being 400 miles by the former, 
which is the most frequented route. The road by 
Fiambala is the shortest to Bolivia, but very difficult. 
The new route over Zapata to Belen is 66 miles, but 
if on wheels the lower route must be taken, which is 
102 miles. Excursions may be made to Fiambali ther- 
mal springs, 12 miles north; to Copacabana, a thriving 
town, famous for [at cattle, 10 miles south; or to the 
Indian village of Cerro Negro, in an algarrobo forest, 
25 miles east. 











This is the lowest in population and importance, as 
well as the most remote, of all the Argentine provinces. 
It is bounded on the north by Bolivia, on the east and 
south by Salta, and on the west by the Andes. It 
comprises 6 departinents viz: 
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Poyadntion, 


15a} 


Jujuy . 6,600 
Tuniba: . 2,000 
Humatiua 4.000 
Poric0.s ey ee 3,000 
Puna 9,800 
Rio Negro 


TOTAL... 30,000 


There are 6 principal mountain ranges; Humahusea 
and Cachi westward of Jnjuy city, Zenta in the dire 
tion of Oran, Cortaderas in the extreme north, Alnmbre 
and Santa Barbara between the San Franciseo river 
and the Gran Chaco. From these descend numbers of 
rivers, 18 of which are afiluents of the Rio Grants 
sometimes called San Francisco, which waters the jpn 
vince for 400 miles, in the form of a half-moon, ulti: 
mately falling into the Bermejo at Juntas, where it 
volume ‘of water is equal to the Bermejo. The soil i 
fertile, the climate healthy although tropical, 
people indnstrions, one-tenth of them b 
Bolivians who have come here to escape the civil wart 
in their own country 

The inhabitants have but a slight mixture of Spanish 
blood, unless in the city of Jujuy, the only place in 
the province where Spanish is spoken; they are descan- 
dants of the Hnmahnacas. a branch of the great G 
chaqui family, who Lravely opposed the Spanish i 
vaders from 1582 till the middle of the following 
century, when the ¢ mquerors transported numbers of 
them ‘to Rioja, bringihg back in their stead some 
reduced Indians of Famatina. The Humalmaca yall 
being the easiest high-road from Pern to the Argentine 
provinees, again became the scene of hard fighting in 
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the War of Independence. Jujuy was allowed to send 
one deputy to the Congress of Tucuman, but remained 
a portion of the province of Salta till 1834, when it 
declared itself a separate province. Since then it has 
not suffered much from civil wars, being so remote. 
Agriculture is the principal occupation, combined 
with the fattening of cattle for Bolivia, The inhabi- 
tants raise more than 100,000 fanegas of grain (700,000 
bushels) yearly; this is for the most part maize, a con- 
siderable portion of which is manufactured into chicha, 
a fermented spirit, of which the natives are very fond. 
Coffee of admirable quality is grown at many places, 
the best at.San Pedro in the department of Rio Negro. 
Fruit is also cultivated on a large scale, and 2,000 
tons of oranges, bananas, chirimoyas, olives, pears etc. 
xported yearly, chiefly to Bolivia. 
The area under tillage is as follows:— 











Acres Product, $ gold. 
Grain... 40,000 400,000 
Sugar... 6,000 600,000 
Sundrles. .... 14.000 700,000 

Tora... 60,000 1,700,000 


The value of landed property may be summed up 
thus:— 








Sq. miles. $ gold. 
Agricultural. . 100 1,200,000 
Pastoral 15,000 2,200,000 
Mountain. 3,700 300,000 

Torat.... 18,800 3,700,000 


Although the stock of cattle is small, not exceeding 
140,000 head it is more than enough for home require- 
ments, the inhabitants exporting annually 22,000 
head, between cows, horses and mules, worth $300,000 
gold. 
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Public wealth has almost doubled since 1870, shew- 
ing approximately ‘as follows: 


1870 
$ gold. 


Lands... 2,500,000 
500,000 
3,000,000 


Sundries...... 2,000,000 


TOTAL... 8,000,000 


Mineral resources may prove some day & great we 
ment of wealth; there is an inexhaustible salt-field at 


Casabindo; petroleum is found near the Rio Negro and 
at the foot of Sierra Santa Barbara; silver, copper, 
lead, iron, antimony, marble, jasper and rock-crystal 
© in many places, besides gold-washings at Puna, 
Rinconada and Cochinoca, from which the annual 
export averages 3,800 ozs. gold-dust per annum. 

In 1891 the Government sent Messrs. Cabanettes and 


Amans to examine and report on the mineral resonrees: 
they reported that Puna might become a second Oali- 
fornia if capital und machinery re forthcoming. 
They found 9 principal gold veins at Santa Catalina 
and Rinconada, and in several places remains of the 
old miming works of the Spaniards. At Tileara they 
found silver, lead and copper. In June 1 the Jujuy 
Mining Co. was formed, and it acquired 670 concession: 
of mines. The only company actually working is the 
Adda, mana, Mr. Nelson. The ores yield about 3 
ozs, gold per ton. 


The earnings of the population may be estimated 
thus: 
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$ gold, 
Agricultural products... . 1,700,000 
Pastoral products. ....,- 500,000 
Mining... 100,000 
‘Transport service. 100,000 
Sundries. e 2,400,000 
TOtaniecesesi tae 4,800,000 
Public instruction returns shew as follows:— 

1889. 

$7 

Pupils on roll, 3,080 

Average attendance 2,274 





This is the only province that has no public debt 
worth mentioning, its poverty proving its best pro- 
tection. Its finances, nevertheless, are somewhat out- 
of-joint. Estimates of revenue and expenditure shewed: 








1984 1890 

$ currency. § currency. 
Revenue. ... 66,000 126,000 
Expenditure. 66,000 200,000 

The revenue in 1890 was as follows:— 

$ currency. ’ 

Lands.,....... te 58,000 

Property-tax. : 26,000 

Sundries. 42,000 

Tora 126,000 





Expenditure shewed as follows: 





$ currency. 
74,000 
34,000 
10,000 
82,000 
: 200,000 
There seems to be a small local debt of $150,000 
currency, equal to $3 per inhabitant. 






Sundries . 
Torat. 
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In this province there are 40 miles of railway, re 
presenting a cost of £400,000 sterling. 


DeparrMents, 


According to a new division the province is ent up 
into 20 departments, but they are not so well under- 
stood as the old ones, 6 in number: 

Jujuy embraces not only the capital and suburbs, 
but also the district known as Valle Grande, which 
stretches eastward along the San Francisco or Rio 
Grande, and a portion of the slopes of Sierra Zenta 
Nothing can be more delightful than the climate, more 
productive than the soil, of the Reyes, Yala, Sauces 
and Leon valleys, admirably tilled and irrigated, for 
this province has unrivalled water-supply. The people 
are affluent, removed from the cares of outer 
world, and subject to no other drawback than rhen- 
matism. In Valle Grande they are altogether oc 

but the other districts are 

town, Jujuy, with 5,000 

inhabitants, was built by Velasco in 1592, and is the 
residence of the Governor, Cabinet, Legislature apd 
other principal authorities. It comprises 33 blocks au 
the right bank of the San Francisco, im 24° 11 5. 
’ W. fone ies at an clovation of 4,060 


ded My Rey. Dr. Zogada)y 

cocked shops; and a weekly 

fair is h vians come in great numbers 
to buy ca’ 0 n . The working-clases 
are very i d mestizoes. In the ehurchet 
are some good pictures done by Indians in the time 
of the Jesuits. The city is surrounded by the most 
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charming outskirts, wooded hills, watered valleys, fields 
of grain, gardens and orange-groves. An active trade 
is carried on with Bolivia and Chile in fat cattle, mules, 
chicha brandy, fruit, skins, gold-dust and salt, which 
are conveyed on lamas and sometimes on mules. The 
only ronds are mule-paths, viz: 
By the Despoblado to Cobija, in Bolivia. 

» » San Francisco to Copiapo, in Chile. 

; Puna in the interior of Bolivia. 

>  Cortaderas to Potosi and Peru. 
All these roads are tolerably safe, being much used b: 
travellers and dealers. So great is the export trade 
over the frontier, that the lamas carry 2,000 tons ouly 
of salt. The mineral waters at Quebrada de Reyes, 
close to the city, are of great efficacy in curing 
rheumatism. There are many volcanic signs, and an 
earthquake was felt in 1871, besides one in 1858, but 
withont causing damage. Eyery effort to open the 
Rio Bermejo to steam navigation has been unsuccess- 
ful, but when carried out it will give a great stimulns 
to Jujuy. This city is 220 miles N. of Tucuman, and 
942 from Buenos Ayres, the time taken in railway 
travelling being 50 hours from the latter city (see 
p. 141). 

Tumbaya comprises the Tilcara and Tumbaya valleys, 
which constitute the lower parts of the great Huma- 
hnaca valley. The Tileara valley is in no place three 
miles wide, and offers a continuous zone of gardens, 
alfares and grain-farms, with abundant streams from 
the Sierra Zenta, On the other hand, Tumbaya is 
wide, with a salt lake and extinct volcano at Pedregal 
del Volcan; the soil is too y for tillage, but affords 
excellent tures, supporting a great number of cows, 
sheep and llamas. It is surprising to find sheep at so 
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low a latitude as 23° 80’, but the heat is tempered by 
the elevation. and is less than in the more sonthern 
province of Salta. Chief town, Tileara, with 600 in 
habitants, a charming v eon a hill, surrounded by 
smiling farms and well-wooded mountains. Tt is 60 
miles N, of Jujuy city, on the route to Bolivia, and 
has chapel and school. Tinhaya, with 500 inhabitants, 
is midway between Jujuy and Tilcara, in a rich pas 
toral country, with church and school. 

Humahuaca comprises the upper part of the yalley 
of that name, from Guaealeta to Cortaderas, Tn those 
parts where the elevation exceeds 9,000 feet the inhabi- 
tants cultivate potatoes, but in the lower grounds they 
raise a good deal of grain. The chief occupation, liv 
ever, is the care of cattle, of which some are sent 
Bolivia; trade with that country is declining on this 
route, and becoming diverted to that of Salta. Chief 
town, Humahuaca, with 1,500 inhabitants, stands 9,960 
feet over sea-level; it has a fine church and eabildo, 
with sood houses, but the streets are narrow. Although 
within the $ cold, except at moon, and 
the least s tl ld very keen. The people 

i peaches, pears and apples, which 

‘annot ripen unless facing the norh 

well suppl , a8 travellers. nsnalky take 

s here rney to Bolivia or Pert, 

this being the last town in Argentine territory. [ti 

the largest town in the province alter the eapital, frat 
which it is 80 miles northward 

Periro consists of two di s, Carmen and Sat 
Autonio. The first is situate east of the city of dujayy 
in the valley watered by the Rio Grande, and is a 
mirably cultivated, having some sugar-plantations im the 
lower end, eastward, where the clevation does mt 
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exceed 2.400 feet. San Antonio is mountainous, on the 
southern slopes of Humahuaca, and is devoted to cattle- 
farming. Chief town, Carmen, with 1,000 inhabitants, 
who have risen to great prosperity in the last 2U years, 
by their industrious habits; it has church, schools and 
sugar-mills San Antonio, with 600 inhabitants, isa 
pretty village at the foot of Humahuaca, with church 
and school. 

Pima comprises almost half the province, for it 
includes all the territory N.W. of Cachi and Cortaderas 
ranges, as far as the limits of Bolivia. It is inhabited 
by pure-blooded Indians, who mix but little with the 
rest of the province, and are divided into 4 parishes, 
which were old Jesuit missions—viz., Cochinoca, Rin- 
conada, Santa Catalina and Yavi. Each of these vil- 
lages has its church, and the Indians have preserved 
the pious customs taught them by the Fathers. They 
live by pastoral pursuits, having Hocks of sheep, goats, 
Hamas and vicuiias, and also pick up from 2,000 to 
3,000 ozs. of gold-dust yearly at Rinconada. The best 
cattle-farms are at Puesto de Marquez, close to the 
Bolivian frontier. For some months in the year the 
snow-capped ranges of Cachi and Cortaderas in a 
manner cut off this part of the province. The district 
of Yavi gives title of Marquis to its owner, from a 
patent by the King of Spain, and the Marquis usually 
resides in Bolivia. There are two large lakes, Casa- 
bindo and Toro, the first of which is one of the great- 
est salt-fields in South 'America; the salt is cut in 
blocks by the Indians, who convey it on llamas to 
Bolivia. 

Rio Negro is a great sugar-growing department, lying 
between Salta, Oran and the Gran Chaco. It is watered 
by the Rio Grande, and by a number of tributary 
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streams that descend from the Calilegua hills, of which 
the Rio Negro is the largest. The woods abound in 
timber for cabinet-work, yore yerba-nite, Peruvian 
balsam, dragon-wood, etc. The Mataco Indians ans 
very useful in clearing the forests, to make room for 
rice, tobacco, coffee, sugar-cane, coca and cotton, for all 
of which the climate and soil are propitious, althongh 
but small quantities are raised. Sngar has increased 
notably in recent years, the plantations giving constant 
employment to numbers of Chaco Indians. The climate 
is tropical, with heavy rains in summer, dry autumn 
and winter, and frost almost unknown. The principal 
sugar-plantations are: — 
Condes. ‘Tous ecgar, erred ealhas 

Ovejero. . 

San Pedro... 

San Lorenzo... 

Palos Blancos... 

Piedras . 

Reducdon.. . 


Tho estate of Messrs. Ovejero gives employment. to 600 
hands, of whom 500 are Mataco and Chiriguano Indians, 
Next in importance is that of Sefior Araoz, which 
employs over 360 Matacos, at San Pedro. The famil 
of Villar own that o! n Lorenzo, with 300 Chiri- 
guanos. Palos Blancos is a new establishment, 36 
miles east of Jujuy. Piedras was founded in 1857 on 
the river of same name, and is the property of a gen 
tleman of Salta, The old Jesuit plantation of San 
Ignacio is now called Reduccion, and the church is well 
preserved. The Soria estate takes its name from the 
intrepid navigator of the Bermej in 1826, and was 
again put under cul 7 Li Chief town, 
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Ledesma, with 4,000 inhabitants, was founded in 1628 
by Martin Ledesma, Governor of Salta; it adjoins the 
sugar-farm of Messrs. Ovejero, to whom it may be said 
to belong. It is surrounded by orange and banana 
groves, It is 90 miles N.E, of Jujuy, midway to Oran. 


This provine: 
Chaco and Bolivia. Formerly Jujuy constituted the 
northern portion of this province; but now the divi- 
sory line is about 15 miles S. of Jujuy city, ronning 
eastward by San Pedro and the Sierra Santa Barbara, 
and westward over the Humahuaca and Oachi ranges 
to Bolivia. There are 5 mountain ranges: Cerros Blancos 
and Santa Maria in the west; Frontera and Cerros 
Colorados on the borders of Tucuman, southward; and 
Lumbrera, east of Salta city, besides the southern slopes 
of Humahuaca and Cachi, coming down from Jujuy. 
The Juramento waters the province for more than 
400 miles. and its tributaries to an equal extent. This 
is the same river afterwards known as the Salado, which 
falls into the Parand at Santa Fé, and was called the 
Juramento by the patriots of 1816, because on its 
banks they swore to accomplish independence. The 
climate is mostly tropical, and earthquakes oceur at 
intervals of five or ten y 
Salta consists of 20 departments, viz.: 
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Caldera, 
Cerrillos: 
Lerma... 
Chicoana.. 
Vina. . 
Guachipas 
Cachi 
Motings 
San Carlos 
Cafayute. « 
Campo Santo. 
Metan 
Roxio 
Anta, 
Rivadavia 
Onn. . 
Iriya 
Victoria 
Pon 
Torat 
Estimates of population shew thus: 
Yew patation Annual inerenses 
1854 65,000 
1869 85,900 1,600 
1890 145,000 00 
The above inc es 20,000 Indians of the Mataco, 
Chirignano and ot! Chaco tribes. he unmber of 
Europeans resid the province in 1890 was 5,900, 
The annual rainfall averages 21 inches, the mean 
annual temperature (see Appent Fahrenheit. 
The history of Salta is closely identified with that 
of Tuer It was a portion of the Calchagni ter 
ritory, which the inhabitants voluntarily placed under 
the sway of the Incas the reign of Viracocha, aa 
310. It remained a pa of the empire till the 


Spanish conquest, when it was over-run by Rojas, 








SALTA 493 





Aguirre, Zirita and other adventurers. The first 
Spanish settlement was made by Lerma in 1582, from 
which time Salta was governed by a Deputy or Lieut.- 
Governor from Tucuman down to 1776, when the 
Viceroyalty of Buenos Ayres was created, with two 
Intendentes for the old province of Tucuman, one in 
the south to reside at Cordoba, the other in the north 
at Salta. The latter had under his jurisdiction not 
only Salta, but also Tucuman, Jujuy and Catamarca, 
appointing deputies, to reside at and govern these 3 
departments. At the revolt of Tupac Amari, in 1783, 
the natives rose en masse, but were soon overpowered, 
and the ringleaders garotted. Thirty years later. in 
the War of Independence, the Saltefios bore much of 
the brunt of the contest, not only in the Federal army 
under General Belgrano, but also under their famous 
guerilla chief, Martin Giiemes. In the civil wars of 
Quiroga this province suffered less than Tucuman or 
others, thanks to its remote situation; the people are, 
moreover, of peaceable and industrious habits, and the 
province has made great progress in recent years. 

Agriculture is the principal occupation, the area 
under tillage shewing thus :— 


Acres. Product, $ gold. 











Grain... 100,000 800,000 
Sugar. 9,000 1,300,000 
Vines . 2,500 150,000 
Alfa... 24,000 200,000 
Sundries. 35,000 350,000 

Totat...... 170,500 2,800,000 


Wheat is not used so much as maize in this pro- 
vince, The sugar-crop is almost equal to the consump- 
tion. Cotton and indigo grow wild, and a little of the 
former is cultivated. Potatoes thrive better than in 
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the neighbouring provinces, and all kinds of frnit ani 
vegetables are rai withont much labour. Tn the 
central valleys, where the bulk of the popes eon reside, 
the temperature is mild, and the soil bountiful; the 
western or hilly parts, which reach an elevation of 
9,000 feet, are very cold, and more snited for pastoral 
than agricultural industry. 

Rice and tobacco are grown successfully in many 
districts, the tobacco of Campo Santo bemg 80 fine 
that Mr, Arnold took « prize at the Paris Exhibition 
There are sugar-factories at San Isidro and Campo 
Santo, which pay $10 per ton of cane, t6 grower 
One of the earliest sugar-planters was a Gibralteriat, 
named Amar. Good wine is grown in many vineyards 
But, the most profitable business is Alfa, whieh gives 
3 erops rly: the owners of Alfares charge $3 a lead 
monthly for letting cattle graze. In 1891 no fewer 
than 20,000 head were sent to Chile, where they were 
soll from ES per head upwards. The stock of eatile 
is nevertheless small, not exceeding 350,000 head, of 
which 169,000 are cows, and sheep the same number: 
the latter a’ est in S. America, and so Tamg- 
woolled that a fleece weighs 12 Ibs. Salta ox-hides are 
reputed the best in S. America, and there are several 
tanneries at the city of Si 

Few parts of the republic are richer in thinerals, but, 
mining is neglected 1891 the provinee Was said to 
have produced 14 ton silve nd 400 tons of ores, 
together representing r of £200,000. The Ar 
gentine Mining Co. has in play a capital of £40,000 
and turns out 800 tons of ore yearly. Copper-mines 
at San Antonio, Cafayate and Lumbrera; silver-mines 
at Poma, Guachipas and Oran; gold-washings in the 
river Acay, and gold quartz mines at Traya and Vie 
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toria have been worked at intervals, but would require 
more money and machinery than can be devoted to so 
precarious a class of enterprise. 

The earnings of the people may be estimated as 
follows: 








8 gold. 
Pastoral products. . 1,300,000 
Agricultural» 2,800,000 
Transport service. . 450,000 
Sundries... 6,050,000 F 
ToTaL..... 10,600,000 
The landed value is made up thus:— 
Sq. miles. $ gold. 
Agricultural 300 3,600,000 
Pastoral. . 36,000 9,000,000 
Forest... . 14,800 1,000,000 
Torat.. 51,100 13,600,000 





Public wealth has nearly doubled since 1870, shew- 





ing approximately as follow: 








1870, 
$ gold. 
Houses. . 
Rallways.. 
Sundries 
Torat... 27,500,000 


1890, 

$ gold. 
14,000,000 
3,000,000 
12,000,000 
7,500,000 
12,000,000 


48,500,000 


Public instruction is not advanced the returns shew- 


ing thus:— 





1880, 
Schools mene 116 
Pupils on roll... 75378 
Average attendance. 54462 





1NoL. 
79 
5,645 


There are in this province 180 miles of railway, 


which have cost 11,500,000 sterling. 
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The unfortunate Free State-bank, started in 1888, 
had a capital of $4,100,000 and an issue of $4,800,000, 


Tt was ed by means of a London loan for 
£.1,000,000 sterling. The bank was soon pumped dry, 
the Government having overdrawn more than a million, 
Returns of revenue and expenditure were: 
tsa diol 
$ currency S currency. 
202,000 327,000 


Expenditure , 204,000 1,390,000 


The items of revenue in 1890 we 


atx 
Licenses 
Sundries. 
TOVAL. « 327,000 
The service of debt would alone require a sum three 
times as great as the total revenue, the expenditure 
shewing as follows: 
$ currency 
Tot, on debt 
Poli 
Schools. 52,000 
Sundries 193,000 


ToTaL 1,390,000 


expenditure would. be 


By suspending the debt the 
13,000, The 


reduced to $420,000, leaving a deficit of § 
debt is composed as follow 
£ sterling 


Foreign loan 1,000,000 
Bank overdraft, . 
Torat 


This is eqnal to $110 per inhalitant 
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Salta incindes the city and suburbs, within a radius 
of 8 or 10 miles. The city was founded in 1582, by 
Governor Abreu, who called the place San Clemente 
of New Seville: but the site being liable to inundations 
the settlement was moved two years later by Hernando 
de Lerma, who gave it the title of San Felipe de 
Lerma, Subsequently it acquired its present name, 
some time in the 17th century. It stands 3,780 feet 
over sea-level, and has a pleasant aspect, surrounded by 
the picturesque suburbs, Buena Vista, Velarde, Cuestas, 
Pedrera and Lagunilla; these are, however, at times 
inundated by the Arias and Silleta streams, after which 
inalaria is prevalent, and intermittent fevers are com- 
mon, In fact, the canals or “tagaretes” are as a rule 
pestiiential, for want of being flushed. ‘The inhabitants 
likewise suffer from goitre, probably due to the quality 
of the water. It is a well-built town, and in the 
principal square are the cathedral, Government-house, 
Cabildo and other public offices. The streets are wide 
and paved, the shops well assorted, the city carrying 
on a considerable trade. There are two convents, one 
of Franciscan friars, the other of Carmelite nuns; also 
a female orphanage and a public hospital. The Fran- 
ciscans devote their attention mostly to the Chaco 
Tudians. There are 4 public schools, besides a national 
college in the old Merced convent. Some of the 
rdens have orange-trees, notwith-standing the sharp 
ts and cold winds of winter. One-tenth of the 
citizens are natives of Bolivia, the trade with that 
country keeping in constant employment 27,000 mules 
and 8,000 drivers. An Irish merchant, named Fleming, 
is very attentive to foreigners, and owns some fine 
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- estates. Near the city is the battle-field where General 
Belgrano won the first victory over the Spanish arms 
in South America, in 1812; the flags taker from the 
enemy were hing up, according to the 's 

mise at Our Lady’s altar in the church of the Merced, 
and in recognition of this victory he adopted Our 
Lady's colours, blue and white, for the Ar; resin flag. 
Salta is 208 miles N. of Tueuman, and #80 
Ayres, say 50 hours by rail from the latter city (see 
» 148). 
4 Caldera © s th r part of Lerma vals. 
from Rio Vi } y frontier. Tt has 5 
habitants to the square mile, the people being vow 
for careful agriculture, and possessing a considerable 
number of cattle. Wood and water abonud, and @ 
species of kaolin or clay for making porcelain is found 
at Getemani. The village of Caldera, with 300 inhabi- 
tants, stands 4,600 feet over sea-level, and is watered 
by the Vaquero, which changes its name to Mojotand 
before falling into the Bermey 

Cerrillos extends southward from Salta, in the pleas- 
ant valley of Lerma, the inhabitants producing sugar 
and other crops, althongh sometimes nipped by 
frosts. There : numerous lime-quarries in a range 
of *cerrillos” or hills, which have a medium elevation 

f 3,300 feet. The town of with 1,500 in- 

hitants, incluc » | is a place of 
brisk trade, 15 f Salta, 3,700 feet over 
sea-level. 

Lerma or Rosario de ma is an extensive depart: 
ment, comprising : al \ the Sierra del 
Toro, and some valleys of th rer Andine system. 
The hilly pa are de’ ising cattle, especially 
the Toro district on the borders of Jujny, but the 
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lowlands are agricultural, being irrigated by canals 
from the Carabajal and Silleta rivers, The town of 
Rosario, 80 miles N.W. of Salta, has church, school, 
and 2,000 inhabitants: it is not to be confounded with 
Rosario de Frontera near the Tucuman frontier. 

Chicoana is yich in pasture, agriculture, timber and 
minerals. and consists for the most part of a table- 
land at the foot of the S.W. end of the Sierra Huma- 
huaca, Grain and tobacco are cultivated in the 

sts of Pedregal, Osma and Sumalao, the surronnd- 
ing hills having several cattle-farms. Timber for ca- 
binet-work is prepared and exported by the villagers 
of Escoipe, 6,000 feet oy ai-leyel, Copper ore was 
extracted at many places in 1858, but the mines are 
no longer working. The town of Chicoana, on the 
Rio Escoipe, has church, school and 1,200 inhabitants, 

Vina is & new department formed out of the northern 
portion of the territory of Gnachipas. It takes its 
name from the cultivation of vines, which has in- 
ereased notably of late years. The 
population 1,000, is surrounded by 
produce a richly flavored wine. 

Guachipas consists of an extensive valley, irrigated 
by the Juramento and well tilled. The village of 
Gnachipas has a church. school and 500 inhabitants 

Cache comprises a table-land, 10,000 feet over sea- 
level, separating the Chicoana plain from the Calchaqui 
valley; it includes also the districts of Payogasta, 
Poma and San Antonio, which are in the far north, 
very wild and mountainous, but producing potatoes 
and reany kinds of fruits, besides some wheat. The 
snow-clad peaks of Cachi and Acay belong to the Bo- 
livian Andes, on the route to Cobija or Oruro. Silver 
and copper have been found in many places near the 
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Cachi river, but the works were never long proseented, 
hands being scarce and the climate severe at suoh 
elevation. The village of Cachi, with 800 inhabitants 
has church and school. A few miles off resided for 
many years Mr, Ledger, who had an estancia of alpa- 

: he it was who introduced Josuit bark into Java. 

Molinos is « populons, fertile district, situated to the 
south of Cuchi, and comprises that part of the great 
Calchagui valley which has the richest pastures and 
most advanced agriculture. So patient and skilfnl are 
the peasants of Siclantas, Churcal, Colpes and San José: 
that not a drop of water is lost, the method of irri 
gation being admirably arranged; otherwise this would 
be a desert, as rain seldom falls. The valleys of 
Aymacha and Louracatao have not only tillage, bnt 
plenty of fat cattle and mules; the district of Amana 
is famous for its vineyards. The estates of Gomez and 
Tbarguren, between Molinos and Siclantas. are estallish- 
ments of which the province is justly prond. The town 
of Molinos, with 800 inhabitants, is 80 miles NW. of 
Salta city, 6,300 feet over sea-level, on the upper-waters 
of the Juramento: it carries on a profitable trade with 
Chile, being on the main route that leads from Salta 
by the San Francisco pass to Copiapd. 

San Carlos includes all the lower part of the Cale 
chaqui valley, from Molinos to the snowy range of 
Quilmes, on the Tueuman frontier. The whole Gal 
chaqui valley, from the peak of Acay in the north to 
the Tolombon forest at the foot of Quilmes, is 250) 
miles long. The above-mentioned forest is of algar= 
Pr es of which serve to fatten-catt 

y being, moreover, reputed to produce yer 
mules for truvelling, besides a great. number of 
and goats. The department of San Carlos comprehend 
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the district of Cafayate, which grows the best of all 
the Saltefio wines. The town of San Carlos, near the 
confluence of two great arms of the Juramento, is 70 
miles S.W. of Salta city; it has church, school and 
$00 inhabitants, and is surrounded by gardens and 
vineyards. 

Metan is traversed by the high-road from Tucuman 
to Salta. ‘he inhabitants raise grain and cotton. At 
Piedras is the Palacios cotton-mill, built in 1866: the 
machinery is of 30 horse-power, made at Manchester, 
and cost $20,000; it employs 40 hands, and turns out 
3 tons of woollen or cotton textures monthly, besides 
very fine vicuha ponchos, which are sold at $20 each. 
The climate and soil are favourable for cotton-growing. 
but caterpillars sometimes do much injury. ‘Ihe autho- 
rities of this department reside at the village of San 
José, sometimes called Metan, near the foot of Cerros 
Colorados, 60 miles S. of Salta city. 

Rosario de Frontera is a populous, hilly country, 
watered by atHuents of the Juramento; it produces 
much sugar and tobacco, besides cheese similar to that 
so famous in Tucuman, called Tafi. In the direction of 
Piedras are the ruins of Esteco, destroyed by earth- 
quake in 1692. The town of Rosario de Frontera, with 
1,000 inhabitants, is much frequented for its mineral 
waters, 6 miles south of Salta. It is on the line of 
the Great Northern Railway section from Tucuman to 
Salta, has a good hotel, and a hospital built by a 
Salteiio gentleman, as a token of gratitude for the 
recovery of his health. The thermal-springs have a 
temperature of more than 16° Fahrenheit, about the 
same as Carlsbad. This department also includes the 
district of Candelaria, between the Rosario river and 
the Tucuman frontier, taking in the Mogotes plain and 
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the Yarani hills. It produces sugar, tobacco and 
cheese. The village from which the department takes 
its name is 90 miles 8, of Salta, close to the Tucaman 
frontier, 

Cafayate is & new department formed ont of the 
sonthern portion ot the territory formerly comprised 
by San Carlos, It is watered by the Calehaqui and 
many other streams, and produces the best wines in the 
province. There are, moreover, dense woods of algar- 
robo, The town of Cafayate has 2,200 inhabitants, 
almost pure-blooded Calchaquis: it stands in the valley 
of Santa Maria, on the banks of the Yacuchuya, 125 
miles south of Salta. 

Campo Santo is » deligthful conntry, separated from 
the district of Salta Ly the affinents of the Lavayen, 
which water the whole department. All fruits of tem- 
perate or tropical climes thrive, the medium elevation 
not exceeding 2,800 feet. Coffee is grown, equal to the 
finest Yimgas, far superior to the best Mocha; sugar 
is largely cultivated, with the aid of the Mataco Indians. 
Among the fruits are the chirimoya and coca; the latter 
is much used in Bolivia, where the natives by chi 
the leaves can travel 100 miles a day on foot, Cornejo’s 
sugar plantation is worth a visit, as well as the village 
of Cobos, 15 miles N.E. of Si The town of Campo 
Santo on the banks of the Lavayen is 26 miles from 

ta, on the route to Oran. 

Anta covers a large tract of country between the 
Salado and Bermejo, bordering on the Gran Chaco. 
Cattle-farms are met with at intervals, and a few scat 
tered groups of hnts around the old ruined forts oF 
missions that formerly marked the frontier. Chapels 
are still standing at Miraflores, Piqnete and Gnanacos, 
the last-named being the most southern settlement 
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towards the desert. The Indians do all the work on the 
estancias, The village of Anta, with 1,000 inhabitants, 
is near the foot of the Sierra Lumbrera, 80 miles E.N.E. 
of Salta city 

Rivadavia is a slice of the Gran Chaco, beyond the 
Bermejo and bounded south and east by the river 
Teuco; it is less than 20 miles in width, from N.W. 
to S.E., by 120 in length. A colony was established 
here in December 1862, comprising 54 families, which 
numbered 550 souls. By degrees the settlement has 
risen to a population of 2,000, each family receiving a 
home-stead grant of 1,200 acres in perpetuity, with 
146 miles frontage on the Bermejo or Teuco, or 2,400 
acres if without river frontage. The soil is fertile, 
mostly alluvial, heing inundated periodically by the 


Bermejo. Nevertheless, the colonists give their atten- 
tion rather to pestaral industry than agriculture, having 


abont 40,000 head of cattle, and finding insuperable 
difficulties in sending products to market, Most of 
them are Bolivian immigrants from Tarija or Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra, who employ the Matacos on their 
estancias. There is a fort with 3 pieces of cannon for 
defence against any inroad of the Tobas or other trite 
of the Chaco, About 20 miles lower down the Ber- 
mejo, on the opposite or southern bank, is Esquina 
Grande, a small settlement in this department, to which 
Lavarello’s steamer ascended in 3, and Roldan’s in 
1874, after a tedious voyage from Buenos 4 ; there 
are 990 bends of the river from its mouth to this point. 
General Mitre ; t proposed a high-road from 
Esquina Grande to Corrientes, across the Chaco, but it 
was never attempted; the distance is 840 miles. From 
Esquina Grande up to n is 120 miles, not navigable. 

Oran stretches along both banks of the Bermejo, 
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comprismg many valuable estancias, besides some Indian 
reductions, composed of semi-civilized aborigmes, me 
Christians. Sngar-cane, tobacco, mandioca, maize and 
Denanas grow in many places, and the woods y 
excellent timber for ship-building or upholstery. 
before the earthquake of 1871, was a flourishing town 
of 2,400 inhabitants, and suffered mnch injury on that 
ion; a second earthquake occurred on ay 6, 1873, 

accompanied by an inundation from the Zenta, which 
almost reduced the town to a pile of ruins, 400 lives 
being lost according to the statement of the engimeer, 
F. Host. mce then it has been rebuilt, and 
some importance by reason of its proximity to Bolivia; 
it is watered by the Zenta, and separated from the 
Bermejo by 10 miles of forest. Tt is 180 miles from 
Jujuy, 220 from Salta, 150 from Tarije, and 600 from 
Santa Cruz do la Sierra. The high-road to Tarija 
follows the bank of the Bermejo, and is often i i 
cable owing to floods; the San Andres yalley for 80 
miles presents a scene of magnificent tropical yegeta- 
tion, mntil approaching the village of that name, 5,000 
feot over sea-level " 0 Mm a region Where 
snow rules supreme for many months of the year. ‘The 
route from Oran to Humahuaca attains the hi, 
point at the gap of Zenta, 15,000 feet. Cedar 1s so 
abundant in the forest of Oran that adventurous wood- 
cutters sometimes make rafts of it which they push 
down the Bermejo to the Paraguay river, and di; 
of profitably at Corrientes; in some cases the Indians 
help the raftsmen and sell them maize and poultry, but 
in others they kill them with arrows. 

Truya lies west of Oran proper, along the slopes of 
Sierra Zenta, « ng an area of 186 square leagues: 
the inhabitants lave numbers of cattle. shesp, gouts, 
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llamas, mules and asses. The village of same name, 
with 1,000 inhabitants, was founded in 1839, and stands 
at a considerable elevation. 

Vieloria extends from TIruya to the Bolivian frontier; 
the lower part is watered by the Bermejo, the upper 
includes the Sierra Victoria, which abounds in beautiful 
crystallizations and calcareous stones of many colours. 
The village which gives name to the department and 
sierra, has a church, school and 900 inhabitants; it is 
built on the Arroyo Pucard, where the natives wash 
the sand for gold; there are depusits of gold, silver and 
in the mountains. 











TUCUMAN. 


This province holds the 6th place in the Confedera- 
tion and is called the Garden of South America, by 
reason of the rich and varied produets, genial climate 
and delightful scenery, which render it the most 
favoured spot in this continent. It is admirably wooded 
and watered, the lofty peaks of Sierra Aconquija im- 
parting an aspect of grandeur to the picture, while 
tields of grain, sugar-cane, rice and tobacco attest the 
fertility of the soil and the industry of the natives. 

In the time of the Incas, all this country, including 
also Salta and Santiago, was known as Tuema, the in- 
habitants of which, as Garcilazo narrates, sent deputies 
to the Sth Inca, Viracocha, a.p. 1310, to beg annexa- 
tion to the Empire of Peru, at the same time offering 
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presents of cot/on, honey, wax, grain, fruit and 
tables, as samples of the richness of their land. 
Inca accepted their allegiance, and gave them handsome 
robes of vieujia wool, woven by the Virgins of the 
Sun, to be preseuted to their “curacas” or chiefs, He 
also sent back with them persons capable of teaching 
the Tucmanites not only the religion and laws of the 
Empire of the Sun, but also the science of irrigation 
and agriculture. His son, Pachacnteo, eztended the 
empire to Catamarca and Rioja, and ander the 10th 
Tnea, Yupanqui, a road was made over the Andes by 
the Uspallata Pass, with tambillos or huts for travel- 
lers. Tuema, or the /and ot cotton, enjoyed the best 
government that has ever been known in South Ame- 
rica for 243 years, until the Spanish conquest. The 
t adventurer to arrive was Captain Aguirre, in 1653, 
but no permanent settlement was made tll his nephew 
Villaroel came in 1565, and obtained by treaty from 
the Lules tribe a tract of country, including the site 
on which Tucuman stands. The Lules were of the 
great Calchaqui family, and when Villaroel distributed 
10,000 of them as slaves among his followers a revolt 
took place, in which they were aided by their kinsmen. 
The struggle lasted 10 years, until the Viceroy of Pern 
sent a large fc in 1580, and firmly established the 
new province of Tncuman, the Governor of which 
resided at Santiago del Estero. A century later the 
seat of government was removed from Santiago to 
Tucuman, the province still maintaining jurisdiction 
over all the territory from Jujuy to Cordoba inclusive. 
In 1776 the province was split in two, and placed under 
two Intendentes, subject to the Viceroy of Buenos 
Ayres, when its separate existence may be said to haye 
ceased, and its importance dectined. 
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In the revolt against Spain, no province won greater 
laurels, for Tucuman not only was the scene (in 1812) 
of the surrender of the Spanish army, under General 
Tristan, to the patriots, under Belgrano, but had the 
happiness, 4 years later, of seeing the assembled dele- 
gates proclaim within her walls the Act of Independence. 
The Tucumanos have also been among the most en- 
lightened and progressive people in the Republic; but 
the province suffered greatly during the civil wars of 
1830—61. 

Population has increased as follows:— 


Year. Population. Annual nerease. 
1845, 57,900 lon 
1869 109,000 2,100 
1891 202,000 4,200 


The province has 9 departments, viz:-—- 


Tucuma 
Famaylli... 
Monteros . 
Leales. 

Chicligasta . 
Rio Chico 
Graneros . 
Trancas 

Burrayaci. 


TOTAL...... 







The above is the area given by Latzina, but the 
Tucumanos claim 17,000 square miles. 

Agriculture is the principal industry, and received a 
great impulse by the opening of the G. Northern rail- 
way in 1876. Sugar-planting has been, moreover, 
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stimulated by an import duty of E14 sterling Gay 100 
per cent ad ecalorem) on foreign sugar. Thus the area 
and crop of sugar rose as follows: 


Tous pug, 
1874 3 4,000 
1884 20,000 
hoa 40,000 


Tho agricultural produets may be summed up thus: 


Acres. Product, $ gold, 
Suyatycy-..02 50,000 3,800,000 
Wilitiys aire nor $0,000 00,000 
TobACCO. + ++4 + +4 2,000 100,000 
Rice... cs 2,000 100,000 
Sundrles....... 60,000 300,000 


OPAL. «+ 000 7,100,000, 


The sugur-fields in 1892 are estimated to yield 40,000 
tons sugar and 50,000 barrels of rum. Tt seems that 
the Jesuits t introduced sngar-planting, as the in- 
ventory of 1767 mentions amon 
field at Lules and a mill for 
industry, however, was forgotten after their expulsion, 
until 1821, when Dr. Colombres, a priest, brought seed 
from Peru, and revived sugar-planting, for which reason 
he is incorrectly regai as the originator of this 
product in Tueuman 

Statisties for 1891 shew sugar-fac’ 

@ out 38,000 tons sugar and 60,000 barrels (2,500,000 
gallons) of ram yearly jose factories worked night 
and day, being lit by ¢ ricity: the machinery repre- 
sents wn outlay of £4,000,000 sterling, The harvest 
lasts 100 days aud employs 15,000 hands 








The first cost of laying down sugar is $160 gold 
per cuadra, or L8 sterling per acre; that of cultivation 
and freight £10 per acre. The ordinary yield is from 
15 to 20 tons of cane, or more or less one ton of 
sugar, per acre. Sugar-growers assert that the business 
gives an annual profit of 50 per cent on capital in- 
vested. The first cost has to be repeated every 10 or 
12 years, for although some cane-fields give crops for 
20 years it is observed that the crop declines after the 
10th year. Sowing-time is from May 15 to September 
30, the distance between the furrows being usually 
from 6 to 8 feet. The harvest is from June 15 to 
September 15, and consists of cutting, peeling and 
hauling; for the first the peons employ sharp hatchets, 
cutting an inch below the surface; for the second they 
use the knife ordinarily worn by Gauchos, placing the 
peeled canes in heaps. The hauling is done by means 
of mule or ox-carts, or in some cases by tramways. 
Maize is also largely cultivated, 10 lbs. being sown to 
the acre, and the crop giving from 50 to 100-fold. 
Rice yields over a ton to the acre. Alfares or meadows 
> from 4 to 8 crops yearly, but in the latter case 
last only 8 years, whereas the Tafi meadows, with 4 
crops, last 20 rs. The area under sweet-potatoes 
is 1,500 acres, the crop averaging 80 Lushels; that 
under mani 400 acres, crop 30 bushels, a yield of 
7U-fold. The orange crop averages 18 million oranges 
rly. Cotton, which has given Tucuman its name, 
uo longer cultivated, except in Tafi and other remote 
valleys: but Hax and coffee promise to become valuable 
staples, experimental planting having given the best 
results, 

Public wealth las doubled since 1870, shewing ap- 
proximately as follows:-— 
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187 1801 

¢ gold. $ gold. 
Lands. .. 10,000,000 090,000 
Cattle. - 2,500,000 3,000,000 
Houses... 9,500,000 14,000,000 
Railways 9,000,000 
Sundries 7,000.0 16,000,000 


TOTAL ‘ 29,000,000 5 
he value of landed property may be summed up thus: 
Sq. m 
Agricultural , . 4 800 
Pasture and forest .. 8,700 
Toran 9,500 
The earnings of the people may be estimated as 
follows: 
$ gold 
srcultural products. 7,100,000 
Pastoral do. 1,100,000 
Transport service $00,000 
Sundries 7,309,000 


16,000,000 


Annual rainfall $2 inches: the thermometer 
nover falls below 35 , the mean annnal temy 


ture being 67 (see Appendix 
Educational returns were as follow: 
5 is. 
Schools... ... isé 15 
Pupils on roll 17.508 15,636 
Average attendance 11,002 W4T4 
There are in the province 210 miles of railway, 
which have cost £1,800,000 sterling 
Estimatas of revenue and expenditure were 
est 
$ currency 
Revenue 392 950,000 
Expenditur $32,000 1,360,000 





The reyenue of 1890 shewed as 
$ currency. 


Natlonal subsidy... . 240,000 
Property-tax . s 310,000 
Licenses and stamps... . 235,000 
Sundries 


Expenditure (supposing the service of debt) was as 
follow 
$ corrency. 


Int. on debt,....+ 550,000 
Polloslys ties ts aa 240,000 
Schools, - 140,000 
Buildings... 270,000 
Sundries. 3 320,000 


» TOTAL...+,- 760,000, 

By suppressing the service of debt the expenditn: 
would be reduced to $1,010,000, leaving still a deficit 
of $60,000, The debt consists of a In ndon loan of 
£600,000 sterling to found the State-bank of Tucumar 
this is equivalent to $9,100,000 currency or 45 
head. The service of the debt, as shewn above 
of the question. 


Departments 


Tucuman comprises besides the city and suburbs a 
large stretch of country north-west, including the 
charming valley of Tafi, famous for its cheese, of which 
100 tons are sent yearly to Buenos Ayres; the valle 
is also found to produce coffee and fax of superior 
quality Another beautiful valley is that of San 
Xavier, while the sugar-fields at Cruz Alta, the grain- 
farms of Hanchillos, and the cattle estancias of the 
Banda and Santa Barbara, add te the richness of the 
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department, The Banda, however, is subject to 

asional inundation from the ri In the -vici- 
nity of the city are some of the finest sugar estates, 
270 in number, and 30 large factories. The most re 
markable factories an 


Nam. Priyprictor ality Dato, Mama, 
Esperanza... .. cereves Craz Alta... 1845 630 
Concepelon 3 sess Salhi senteysa: StSQCq na 
Lastenia....- Etchecopar.., Sal. -... - 400 
San Juan... Pats-sseece, Salles: seer a ane 
Amalia. Molina...... Amalia...... 1879 350 
San Miguel. Belaustegui .. Ranchillos . . 320 
Luxarn. ve. Gallows... Cruz 2 -. 1874 250 
F tes Gareia. . 1838 320 
San Felipe... P San Felipe... 1870 420 
Ralos... Avellaneda... Ralosi.0... 1879-200 
San José... Frias ....... San Jost = 200 
Manantial. Videla. Manantial = 150. 
Colmenar. Mata Sali. 2 1884-850. 
Buenos Ayres... Castellanos, - = 100 
San Andres,.,. Garela. , — — 100 


There are 15 other factories, the sugar-mills of this 
department summing up 7,000 hands and 20,000 acres 
of cane, producing yearly about 20,000 tons of sugar 
and 30,000 barrels of rum. The city of Tneuman was 
founded by Diego Villaroel at the confluence of the 
Sali und Monteros, in 1564; but owing to frequent 
inundations the inhabitants removed to the present 
site in 15! It is admirably situated, 4 miles From 
the foot of Sierra Aconquija and one mile from the 
river Sali, a tal -ommanding a wide" and 
varied prospect, and embosomed in orange groves. It 
is 1,580 feet over sea-level, and 25 feet over the river 
Sali; 26° 50’ S. lat., 65°16’ W. long. Tt is the fourth 
town in the Republic, coming next after Cordoba: the 
women are handsome, the men intelligent. The city 
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is. like all other of these countries, built chessboard 
fashion, with narrow streets, Lut some of the houses 
have spacious courtyards. So agreeable are the man- 
ners of the people. the suavity of the clime, and the 
delightful scenery, that poets compare this city to 
Armida in the enchanted gardens. Plaza Indepen- 
dencia. the principal square, is in the centre of the 
city, and has the Cabildo on its west side, the Matriz 
church on its south, the club on its east, and the con- 
vent of San Francisco at its N.W. corner. It is beau- 
tifully laid out, with rows of orange-trees. Plaza 
Belgrano, one mile S.W., is on the site formerly called 
Ciudadela, where Belgrano gained his celebrated vic- 
tory over the Spaniards. Another square is called 
Plaza Urquiza, and here are situated the law-courts, 
prison and polic:-office. About 200 yards south of 
the great square was the house in which was signed 
the Act of Independence, July 9. 1816.* Nothing 
remains lut the room used by the Deputies, the rest 
having been pulled down to make room for the Post- 
oftice and Federal Court. The Matriz is a fine church 
of Doric architecture, built in 1856. San Francisco 
convent was formerly the Jesuit ccllege, ceded by 
Charles III. to the Franciscans in 1784, the actnal 
community counting 7 friars, who keep a free school. 
The Dommican convent has been rebuilt, and has 6 














The Congress was composed of the following members:— 





Buenos Ayres... 7 Catamarca. 2 1 Cochabamba 1 
Cordoba. 5 Santiago.. 2 1 Jujuy ..... 1 
Chuquisaca ... 4 Saltas.... 2 J 1 & 
Fucuman.. 4 Mendoza. 2 Mizque. 1 Totat... 34 


Montevideo, Entre Rios, Corrientes, Santa Fé and Paraguay refused 
to send deputies, 
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friars, who likewise keep a school. In the Merced 
church is the image of Our Lady, in the hands of 
which General Belgrano pat an ivory biton the night 
before his victory of the Cindadela; the churel is beng 
restored at the cost of a Jady named Rusifiol. There 
is a female orphanage at the Capilla Valladares. There 
are 3 chapels in the outskirts. For the religious ser 
vioe of the city there are 22 clergymen, including 18 
friars, The National College occupies the site of the 
old Morced convent; it is handsome, cominodions 
building. The Sisters of Charity have a large school, 
and there is also a normal school. The theatre, called 
after General Belgrano, holds 1,500 persons. The only 
museum is that of the National College, but there an 
4 libraries, at the college, town-hall, club and normal 
school, the first of which has 3,000 volumes. A néw 
and spacious hospital has been built at Plaza Belgrane 
in Gothic style, with chapel attached. Tt is directed 
by French Sisters of Charity; admitted last year 1530 
patients, two-thirds males; death-rate, 9 per eent 
among males, 1115 per ce An asylum for 
aged poor is supported by private subscription, andthe 
Sisters of Charity are building an orphanage for bows 
There ar markets, in different quarters of the eity; 
and § pretty good hotels, the re being $4 a day, 
everything imcluded an has 3 printing-offices, 

which issne 2 daily and 2 weekly papers. 
Finwaylld is « picturesque department S. of the city, 
watered by ms from the Aconquija, aud contain 
plantatic of sn, wheat. rice and tohaca 
nts, of which § are 


hed, 
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Name. Proprictars Lecatity Dave Hands. 

Loli. .sesevee Hilarets..... Lules,.- 1879-400 

San Pablo..,.. Nougues..... Lales.....+-. 18§§ 300 

Mercedes. ..,. Padilla — 1876 320 

Bella Vista. Fernander,,. Bella Vista... 1882 100 

Baviers.,... Diporte..... Bella Vista 1881150 

Reduccion,,... Posse . Bella Vista... 1852 160 

Carpinchanga.. Reealt...... 1884150 

Hyde Park.... Quinteros.,.. 1885 100 
Each of the above establishments has a farm ander 
¢ane, varying from 100 to 700 acres, besides which 
there is a number of small growers who sell their cane 
to the factories, This department turns out about 
7,000 tons of sugar and 10,000 barrels of ram. The 
forests abound in fine timber, including laurel trees 70 
feet high, with trunks 10 feet diameter. The villag 
of Lules, near the station of that name, is delightfully 
situated in a defile, 10 miles S. of Tucuman, with 
ehurch, school and 300 inhabitants. The village of 
Bella Vista, also a station on the Great Northern 
Railway, is in the centre of the sugar-tields, 15 miles 
S. from Tucuman, 

Monteros has 63 inhabitants per square mile and 
possesses many valuable industries, such as tanneries 
sugar-plantations, distilleries and saw-mills, most « 
which are worked by water-power. The natives also 
make furniture and cabinet-work, and export fat cattle 
to Catamarca and Chile. Fine embroidery and 
are made by the women, of native cotton. There a 
20 sugar-plantations, and the principal ave 

Name Ow Locality Dote Mande, 

Providencia.. Certo Bayo 1884 360 

Ingleses. .. Methvin...., Concepcion. 1882 Foo 

Santa Lneia, Constantl Monteros. 1884 
The town of Monteros is u thriving place, with church, 
schools, water-mills, hospital, town-hall, telegraph, hotel, 
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paved streets, well-built houses, 26 shops amd 2,000 
inhabitants; it is 40 miles S. of Tucuman, and 10 from 
the Simoca station, Great Northern Railway: the mill 
of Junior & Co. can tum out 4 tons of flour daily; 
the municipal revenue of Monteros is $9,000, The 
village of Sfivoca has sprung up around the vailway 
station, 38 miles from Tucuman, with chureh, 2 
schools and various shops. This department has 10 
municipal schools. 

Leales has only 7 inhabitants per square mile. Tt 
lies eastward, along the river Sali, including a flat 
country with fine pastures. Several grain-farms, irri- 
gated from the Sali, also exist. The village of Leales 
has chapel, school and 200 inhabitants. 

Rio Chico comprises the most picturesque part of 
the province. No traveller should omit visiting the 
Valley of Arcadia, where the Molina and Titico -yil- 
lagers are most courteous to strangers, Valleys, rivers, 
forests, waterfalls and mountain slopes offer a charm- 
ing variety of scene. The woods are fill of cedar, 
quebracho, walnut, laurel, guayacan and other kinds 
of valuable timber. A nde mountain-path leads tu 
Colulao, where there are a chapel school, The 
air here is so pure, that persons suffering fro: rue, 
consumption, liver complaint, etc., on being sent hither, 
promptly recover. 

Chicligasta is south of Rio Chico, and resembles that 
department, but is not so hilly. It grows the Test 
sugar in the provinee, which is export from the 
village of Medina, along with dry hides and tobacco, 
Oranges are likewise sent to Santiago, and the natives 
are famous making cart-wheels, the wood being of 
superior fibre. The women are very clever at laces, 
needlework and ponchos, and possess some excellent 
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dyes from native roots. There are 45 sugar-plantations, 
but only 2 factories of importance, viz:—Trinidad, 
belonging to Mendez and Heller, which turns out 2000 
tons of sugar; and San Felipe, the property of F. 
Bernan 500 tons, yearly. The town of Medina, 22 
iniles from Monteagudo station, is a thriving place, 
with church, school, brisk trade, and 1,200 inhabitants. 
The village of Concepcion, one of the prettiest in the 
province, in 10 miles farther west, with plantations of 
rice and tobacco, church, school and 20 shops. The 
station of Monteagudo is rising in importance, having 
several shops, besides the fine steam-mill of Sefor 
Lopez. 

Graneros, bordering on the province of Santiago, 
derives its name from the quantity and superior quality 
of grain, especially wheat, that it produces, the peasants 
irrigating their lands from the river Maropa. The 
listrict_ of Lacocha has a rich soil and fine timber, but 
is chietiy devoted to pastoral industay. The town of 
‘, on the Maropa, has church, school, 18 shops 
and 1,500 inhabitants: it is 60 miles S. of Tucuman, 
and 22 W. of Lamadrid station (Great Northern Rail- 
way). -The sugar-factory of Ferreyra is in the vicinity, 
with the newest French machinery. There is an‘ export 
trade in sugar and hides. This department also in- 
cludes the village of Lacocha, with chapel, school, 
telegraph-otfice, 10 shops and 800 inhabitants. 

Trancas is a hilly country, thinly populated, partly 
agricultural, partly pastoral: it comprises a portion of 
the Aconquija slopes and the upper part of the Tafi 
valley, famous for cheese. The town of Trancas is a 
station on the G. Northern railway (see p. 141). 

Burruyact is a northern department, close to the 
Rio Salado and the Gran Chaco. It is one of the best 
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grazing districts, and here the Mamelucho Jeads a life 
in every way similar to the Gauchos of Buenos Ayres, 
minding large herds of cattle and troops of horses il 
the hill-ranges of Campo, Ramada and Remate, whiel 
alternate with permanent streams of fresh water. The 
fat cattle of this department are proverbial, Aft one 
place there are salt streams which yield enongh salt 
for the country round, and employ 200 persons, The 
woods contain bark much used for taming. There is 
a bill-range, 60 miles long, which abounds in marble, 
chalk and limestone. The town of Burrwyacd, 40 miles 
NE. of Tucuman, has church. school and 600 inhabi- 
tants. The village and district of Timsé are also in this 
department. 


SANTIAGO. 


This is the Sth province in order of importance, 


coming next after Salta. It covers an extensive 
& bounded on 2. by the Rio Salado, on the 
S. by the province of Co; and on the W. by Ge 
tamarca and Tucan It has a dense popalation, 9 
persons to the nile, for the real area of the 

loes ne ~ square miles, alth: 

: winding a great she 
ther Indians. In 
natural features 


ors more than 300 miles 
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of the territory of Santiago; all efforts to make it 
navigable have failed, although in flood seasons steam- 
ers can ascend from the Parami to Fort Bracho, There 
are no insuperable difficulties to canalizing the stream, 
but the cost would be greater than the advantages 
to be derived. Rio Dulce is formed of a number of 
streams falling from Sierra Aconquija, and goes by the 
names of Rio Hondo and Rio Sali in Tucuman; in the 
plains helow the city of Santiago its waters left their 
old bed in 1825, and now lose themselves in the Salinas 
marshes, the sole outlet of which, the Saladillo, over- 
flows annually. This stream is so impregnated with 
chlorine of soda, that if a man fall overboard he cannot 
sink. Rio Dulce resumes its course at Mistol, returns 
to its old bed at Salavina, and flows down to the Po- 
rongos and Mar Chiquita salt lakes. The abandoned 
hed of the Dulce is about 190 feet wide by 10 in depth. 

‘This province was part of the Tucma or cotton 
country in the time of the Incas, and formed for about 
a century the most imporiant portion of the govern- 
ment of Tucuman under the Spaniards; in fact, it 
should have preserved the name of Tucuman. The 
first Spanish settlement was made here by Aguirre in 
1553, where Santiago now stands, and the governor 
of Tucuman, Perez de Zurita, established his govern- 
ment here by reseript of Charles V. in 1558. His suc- 
cessor, Cabrera, extended the dominion southward and 
founded Cordoba 15 years later. Iu like manner, 
subsequent governors founded Tucuman, Salta, Jujuy, 
Rioja, ete. The first bishop of Tucuman (that is, of 
Santiago) was Don Francisco Victoria, in 1578, who 
invited the Jesuits to aid im converting the natives. 
The Franciscans, and especially St. Francis Solano, had 
previously laboured with great success. The political 
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decline of Santiago de Tucuman was doe te two cala- 
mities. In 1615 the cathedral was accidentally barnt 
to the ground, which caused the bishop to remove to 
Cordoba, although the see was not nominally translated 
till 1699. A greater misfortune occurred in 1633, when 
the Rio Dulce rose and carried away one-half of the 
city, whereupon numbers of the people removed, and 
upon the conclusion of the Calchaqui war, in 1680, the 
seat of government was transferred to San Miguel, now 
called Tucuman. Nevertheless, by aid of the Jesuits 
large plantations of cotton, grain and fruits were 
established along the Salado, the increase of sheep and 
cattle being no less remarkable, and Santiago enjoyed 
peace and prosperity till the expulsion of the Fathers 
in 1767. When the government of Tucuman was 
abolished, in 1776, upon creation of the Viceroyalty of 
La Plata, this province of Santiago was placed under 
the Intendente of Salta. In the War of Independence 
it was annexed to the province of Tnacuman, but sent 
its own deputies to the Congress of 1816, and 4 years 
later declared itself a separate province. The emanci- 
pation from the control of Tucuman was effected by 
Don Felipe Tharra, under whose rule, as Dictator, the 
province remained till his death im 1850. ‘The more 
enlightened citizens having been banished, the province 
fell into a very backward condition, from which it has 
not recovered. 
The increase of population has been as follows: 


Year, Popaation Anuuas tnereane, 
1857 90,000 
1869 134,900 
1891 208,000 


There are 14 departments, vi 
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Gimenez 
Rio Hondo. 
Guasayan. 


Cholla 
Robles 
Silipica 
Loreto. . 
Atamisqui 
Salavins 

Sumampa 
Copo. 
Matara 


Toran 














blic wealth 


Lands. 
Jattle 
Houses. .... 
Railways .. 
Sundries. 
T 












L 














1870. 
$ gold. 
6,000,000 
4,500,000 
8,000,000 


6,000,000 
24,500,000 








Iau, 
13,000 


8,000 
27,000 

500 13,000 
1,400 5,000 
3,100 8,000 
250 6,000 
360 15,000 
1,450 20,000 
1,200 10,000 
4,800 16,000 
7,500 14,000 
5,000 18,000 
10,100 35,000 
40,904 134,900 208,000 


Iwo. 
$ gold. 
49,000,000 
6,000,000 
12,000,000 
14,500,000 
14,000,000 
55,500,000 


has more than doubled since 1870, 
shewing approximately as follows: 


The value of landed property may be summed up 


thus: 


Tillage . 
Pasture . . 





Sq. miles. 


Value $ gold. 
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1864, 8. 
600,000 $90,000 
100,000, 110,000 
700,000 780,000 
Agriculture, on the ther hand, has advanced rapidly, 
the area under crops b 
46,000 in 1884, viz:- 


Grain . 


40,000 300,000 
Great expectations were entertained of sugar-planting, 
but the climate is not favorable: the plants flourish the 


first year and are killed by frost in the second. Tn 
1889 there were 6 sugar-factories, but four have been 
closed and only two are working, those of San Germes 
and Pinto, which have to import some of the cane 
from Tucuman. Alfa-growing is a better business, 
giving 7 crops a year. Wood-cutting also promises 
well, the fi t to Buenos Ayres being only $16 enr- 
rency per ton, and the forests very extensive. Oranges 
are also grown easily and in abundance. The mean 
annual temperature is 73 Fahr. (see Appendix), and the 
rainfall 25 inches. 
The earnings of the people may be summed up this: 
$ gold. 
nets. . 2,200,000 
2,900,000 
ransport service .... 900,000, 
Sundries...... 4,800,000 
Torat... 10,800,000 
The in the province 485 miles of railway, 1 
presenting a cost | ),000. sterling. 
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Educational statistics shew a decline, viz:— 








1889 1891. 
Schools... 197 170 
Pupils on roll 10,184 9,321 
Average attendance... 7933 6,032 


Estimates of revenue and expenditure were as fol- 
lows:— 


1884 1890 

$ currency. $ currency. 
Revenue. ..... 110,000 670,000 
Expenditure... 144,000 1,610,000 


Revenue in 1890 was as follows:— 

















$ currency. 
Property-tax .. 144,000 
National subsidy . 96,000 
Licenses. 120,000 
Sundries. 310,000 
TorAL. . 670,000 





This was exclusive of “bank-profits’ which were 
counted to produce $600,000. The Governor, never- 
theless, announced a deficit of $350,000, the Govern- 
ment owing the bank $640,000. 

‘The expenditure, if the debt were properly attended 
to, would have been:~-- 

















$ currency. 
Int. of debt. 950,000 
140,000 

120,000 

Public works . 140,000 
Sundries... . 260,000 
Torat 1,610,000 


The deficit would have been $940,000 but for the 
suspension of debt, which brings revenue and expendi- 
ture even. Debt consists of a London loan for 
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£1,000,000 sterling and $640,000 bank over-draft, to- 
gether $15,700,000 currency or $75 per inhabitant. 
The London loan was for the purpose of Soin 
one of the Free State-banks, which was ©} 
1888, capital $1,800,000, issue $2,100,000, bad 
as shewn above, was pumped dry, the Government 
getting $440,000, and the service of the loan was 
suspended. 


DEPARIMENTS 


Santiago includes the city and suburbs, on the eastern 
bank of Rio Dulce, for which a water-tax of $2 on 
each Sasa is levied annually, Wheat, maize, sugar, 
oranges, figs, peaches, grapes and pomegranates are 
grown in profusion, but the old cotton and cochineal 
plantations of the Jesnits are no longer cultivated.” 
Most of the work is done by the women, who till the 
fields, make ponchos, and look after domestic affairs. 
while a considerable proportion of the men lie on the 
ground, smoking tobacco or drinking chicha. The 
people are almost pure Indians, and speak nothing but 
Quichua, except a few whites or Mestizoes in the city. 
The yield of wheat is said to be 80-fold: Some of the 
old Jesuit cotton-farms are now shevp-estancias, the 
sheep are remarkable for long wool. Chief town, 
Santiago del Estero, with 8,000 inhabitants, was founded 
by Francisco Agnirre in 1552. It is in 27° 46'S. lat 
and 64° 19' W. Iong., at an e! ion of 520 feet over 
sea-level. The floods of Rio Dulce are an intermittent 
menace; in dry weather the river is 300 feet wide and 
3 feet deep. It is the oldest city in the Republic, 
presents a sad picture of decay: silent streets, falling 
honses; even the churches and Government-honses are 
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yielding to fempus edex reruns, for the saltpetre in the 
sun-dried bricks is gradually eating away the walls. 
The old Jesuit church and college are much corroded. 
There is an orphanage of girls, fonnded by Madame 
Taboada in 1840, he Franciscan convent contains 
the cell of St. Francis Solano, apostle of Chiguitos and 
Paraguay. The railway opened in 1884 brings San- 
tiago within 16 hours of Cordoba and 2 days of Ro- 
sario, The city gets the soubriquet “del Estero” from 
the swamps or “esteros’’ in the vicinity of Rio Dulce. 
It is the residence of Governor, Cabinet, Legislature 
and minor authorities. 

Banda is a district on the other or eastern side of the 
Dulee, in which the natives fatten cattle and produce 
some wheat. 

Gimenez is a department bordering on Tueuman, thick- 
ly wooded, and posessing good pastures. There are 
however, no rivers, and the natives have to water their 
cattle from wells. The village which give name to the 
department is surrounded with grain-farms. 

Rio Hondo, is so called because the Dulce is nnfor- 
dable in this district, where it receives the Maropa 
from the Sierra Aconquija, It is eminently agricul- 

al, producing wheat and maize, but has also good 

furms northward. Sulphur springs at Sotolillos 
are much frequente: The village of Rio Hendo has 
church, school and 800 inhabitants, 42 miles N.W. of 
Santiago, near the Tucuman frontier. 

Cholla lies between the Salinas and Catamarea, and 
inelndes much wooded country at the foot of Sierra 
Ancasti. It is watered by many mountain streams, 
especially the Albigasta, which marks the frontier with 
Oatamarca. The village of La Punta, at the end of 
the ridge, has a chapel and 150 souls. 
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Gnasayan is a small district, comprising of 
hills of the same name, where the inhabitants have 
Hocks of sheep and goats, their only care and means 
of support. . 

bles takes its name from the dense woods, in wi 
oak (roble) is found, ‘This department, eastward of 
city, is watered by the Dulce, and is famous for the 
great sugar estate of Luis Frias, founded in L857, the 
finest in the province. 

Silipica lies along the Dulce, south-east of Robles: 
the irrigated lands near the river produce grain and 
fruit, the rest being devoted to pastoral nee 
Silipica village, on the west bank of the Dalee, is 12 
miles S.E. of Santiago, with chupel, school and 500 sonls. 

Loreto still farther south, on the west side of the 
Dulce, produces wonderful crops of wheat, more than: 
60-fold, thanks to the river, which rises like the Nile, 
and inundates the lands devoted to grain- Tne. 

farther removed are used for cattle; but ah 

rth of water that the cattle have nothing but 

brackish wells, and tho inhabitants sufler greatly from 

s0 unwholesome a supply. The town of Loreto has 

church, school, railway ‘station, telegraph and 1,500 
sonls, and carries on some trade in wool, hi 

cereals; it is 18 miles sonth of Santiago, and formerly 

stood on the Dulce, but the river has retired, forcing 
inhabitants to get water by means of a canal, 

Atamisyui produces + wool, and rears a breed 
of long-woolled sheep. It is south of Loreto, and 
almost destitute of wood and water, the soil being m 
many places salty. Svconcho village has church, school 
and 1,400 inhabitants, Atamisqui, or the sweet village. 
derives its name from the abundance of wild honey; 
it is 40 miles south of Santiago. 
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Salavina extends from the east bank of the Dulce, 
in the direction of Fort Bracho on the Salado. It is, 
like Loreto, exuberantly: fertile in those places over- 
Howed by the river, and produces crops and fruit in 
abundance. In the inland districts of Chilquita and 
Salinas the peasants and their flocks suffer from want 
of water, the sheep pasturing on plains covered with 
the Jume or soap-tree. At the confluence of the Dulce 
and Saladillo is the village of San Cristobal, and here 
the water is brackish, unless in flood seasons. The 
town of Salavina, 70 miles south of Santiago, has 8,500 
inhabitants. surpassing the city of Santiago in popu- 
lation. 

Sumampa lies between Rio Dulce and the Sierra 
Quilino, on the frontier of Cordoba; the inhabitants 
have cows, sheep and goats, and raise some grain near 
the village of Sumampa, 120 miles south of Santiago. 

Copo comprises the northern part of the province, 
bordering on Salta: the lands are periodically flooded 
ly the Salado, and produce very heavy crops, the in- 
halitants being the purest Indians, and preserving the 
good lessons taught them by the Franciscans. 

Matard includes 200 miles of country on the west 
of the Salado, including Matar’, Fort Bracho and Fort 
Taboada. The lands, subject to inundations, produce 
wheat 60-fold, but the department is at times exposed 
to inroads from the Mocovi, Toba, or other hostile 
tribes of the Chaco. The Indians and hunters for wild 
honey have many fords on the Salado. Fort Bracho, a 
frontier outpost on that river, was founded in 1856, 
by General Taboada, and a road hence leads to Campo 
del Cielo in the Chaco, where there is an aérolite of 
meteoric iron weighing 16 tons, which fell in 1783. 





528 THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 





CORRIENTES. 


This is the Sth in importance : it comprises the upper 
part of the Argentine Mesupotainia. being bounded 
north and west by the Parand. senth by Entre Rios, 
and east by the Upper Uragnay and Misiones. The 
limits on the side of Entre Rios are the Guay 
which falls mto the Parana, and the Mocoreta. a tr 
butary of the Uruguay. Few parts of South America 
are more favoured, situated as this province is. he- 
tween twe great rivers. with an ndance of wood 
and water. and every vantage ef climate and soil. 
besides being safe from Tne . which have so 
clesolated other provin sels drawing 9 
f water can in all) seasons the Parana as 
vrrientes. and the tre from hence to 
Ayees is but half wha: weuld be by rail- 
“Neveitheless the industry. ail products” are 
equal to the capa’ i nce, per- 
account of the civil wars. of which it was 
> during 40 vears. 
iwhich covers 2000 square iniles. is the 
t remarkable natural feature. the name in Guarani 
whifyi shining wate! tit is ner strictly a 
t contains a nw islands and 
> Which were supposed settlers to 

ed by a race of dw fair the idea 
probaliy took irs rise in the anciills, 3 feet high. whieh 
loos Hke diatinutive human dvelings. The swamps 
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30 feet, are infested with tigers and alligators, in spite 
of which the islands are full of wild cattle. North- 
ward from Iberé is a chain of swamps called Maloyas, 
terminating uear the Apipé rapids on the Upper Pa- 
Most of the rivers which have their souree in 
‘i fall into the Parand, such as the Corr: 
Batel, Santa Lucia, Ambrosio and San Lorenz 
the Miraiay is tributary of the Uruguay. The abs 
of bridges makes travelling difficult in rainy seasons, 
bat in ordinary times the above rivers are cusily 
forded. The largest is the Corrientes, 120 miles in 
length, which the Indians called Aruhay or “stream 
of the brave,’ because the warlike Charruas used to 
dwell on its banks, The Mocoretd signifies the “home 
of the Mocovis,” another branch of the Guarani nation. 
The Arapey, which washes the Lorders ot Misiones, is 
the ver of floating islauds;” the Miraiiay, or “little 
river,” probably received its name in comparison with 
the Uruguay. 

The forest of Payubre extends from the lower Jesuit 
missions to the frontier of Entre Rios, and on entering 
that province it is called Montiel. Various kinds of 
wood are met with, such as laurel, lapacho, algarrobo, 
yviracd, urunday, peteribi and yverapuitd, all suitable 
for ship-building; cedar, quebracho, tatané, fandubay 
and timbd, for rafters and door-frames: and rose-wood, 
guayiby. fangapirt, mulberry, iguavird, guayabo, 
aguayguazi and ivarire-pird, for the finest cabinet-work. 
There are 4 kinds of palms: the coronday, the bark 
of which serves for roofing houses; pindé, which 
vields a yellow frnit called ibapité, as savoury as a 
date; the yatay, the fruit of which is good for fatten- 
ing cattle, while the nati make brandy from the 
kernels; the b soya, which produces a frnit esteemed 


st 
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the greatest delicacy. In the forest the huntsman will 
find tigers, wild boars, river-hogs, ant-eaters, red foxes, 
alligators, lagartas, and deer of many kinds, as well 
as ostriches, birds of prey and the yavird, so called 
becanse at a distance he looks like an Indian fishing. 

The original inhabitants, from whom the natives are 
descended with a slight mixture of Spanish blood, were 
a noble race of Indians, mainly Charruas and Mocovies. 
but known by the tribal or local designations of Carn- 
cara, Dagalasta, Yaunete, Frenton and Ebiraya. The 
first Spanish settlement was made by Juan de Vera, 
Governor of Paraguay, who landed with 60 men at 
Arazati, 144 mile below tho present city of Corrientes, 
on Sunday, April 3, 1588, His first act was to put 
up a wooden cross, 15 feet in height, close to whieh 
he constructed a stockade, wherem he was at once 
besieged by 6,000 Indians. The latter, supposing the 
cross to be a talisman, collected wood around it to 
which they set fire; but after the wood was consumed 
the cross remained intact, which so much impressed 
them that they laid down their arms and subseqnenth 
became Christians, under the leadership of their caci- 
ques, Canindeyt, Paraguary, Boipy and Aguaré-Coembi. 
The conquerors intermarried with the natives, and in 
a short time the Spanish language was forgotten: but 
it is still spoken by the educated classes of the city, 
while Guarani is in general use, the same as in Para- 
gnay. Newspapers and official documents are in 
Spanish. 

Population has increased as follows: 

Yeor Population, Aunt theres 


1857 90," 
1869 
1891 
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There are 25 departments, viz:— 


Conrientes . .. 
Lomas. .... 
Empedrado. 

Saladas:.... 
Bella Vista 

Lavalle, 


jins 
San Cosme 


Miguel 
Ttuzaings. -. 
Santo Tomé 
Alvear... 
La Cruz... 
Paso Libres... 

Tasers. 
Palmar... . 
Burucuyai, 
Concepcion 
San Roque 
Mercedes 

Curnzit-Cu: 
Sauce. .- 


TOTAL 


Altho 


8q. niles 
20 
140 
1,120 
1,000 
1,000 
680 
2,280 
1,400 
360 
720 
930 
1,400 
1,280 
3,200 
1,080 
1,000 
1,570 
1,400 
1,120 
600 
1400 
1940 
2,880 
160 
1,080 


32,490 


5,300 


3.500 
6,000 


6,800 
4,200 
3,800 
5,300 
9,900 
14,100 


129,100 £97,000 


h the climate and soil are equally suited for 


illage or stock raising the latter is almost exclusively 
the ocenpation of the people. 
may be summed up thus: 


Grain. . 
Tobacco, 
Sugar. . 
Sundries 


TOTAL. . 


Acres, 


Agricultural statistics 


Product, $ gold 
500,000 
300,000 
100,000 
200,000 


1,100,000 
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The earnings of the people are approximately as 
follow:— 








$ gold. 

Agricultural products. 1,100,c00 
Pastoral do. 6,700,000 
Transport service . 500,000 
9,700,000 

18,000,000 

















1s two 
$ gold. $ gold. 

16,000,000 28,000,000 

12,000,000 15,000,000 

9,000,000 21,000,000 

Rallways ae 8,000,000 
Sundries. 12,000,000 24,000,000 
Torat., 49,000,000 ‘96,000,000 





The value of landed property may be summed up 
thus:- 











Sq. miles. Value § gold. 
Agricultural 200 2,000,000 
Pastoral. . 22,200 24,000,000 
Forest ete 10,000 1,000,000 
TorAtcsge ss 32,400 28,000,000 





The annual mean temperature is Fahr. (see Ap- 
pendix) which is the highest in the republic, but the 
extremes of heat and cold are not reached, the ther- 
mometer never marking 100° in the shade; in fact, the 
range from minimum to maximum is only 54 degrees. 
which makes the climate peculiarly agreeable and 
healthy, whereas the range is degrees in Buenos 
Ayres and 88 in Cordoba. The rainfall is double the 
average for provinces in the same latitude. Atmos- 
pheric pressure is 4 degrees less than in Buenos Ayres. 
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Pastoral industry has made little progress in the last 
thirty years, partly owing to civil wars, partly to the 
lawless character of the province: statisties shew thus:— 





1864. 1888. 
Cows.. 1,500,000 1,800,000 
Horses 150,000 260,000 
Sheep . 250,000 610,000 


There are in the province 190 miles of railway, which 
have cost £1,600,000 sterling. 
Educational statistics shew:— 
















1889. 1891. 
Schools. 126 135 
Pupils on ro Mt 75439 
Average attendanc 65735 $5779 
Revenue and expenditure shewed thus:— 
‘1884. 1890. 
$ currency. — § currency. 
Revenue. .... 710,000 1,120,000 
Expenditure... 750,000 2,080,000 


The estimated revenue for 1890 was $1,860,000, but 
the amount received was only $1,120,000. The esti- 
mates of revenue were:— 

$ currency. 

485,000 

175,000 

495,000 

160,000 

635,000 

7,860,000 


Bank profits... 
National subsid; 
Property-tax « 











The bank-profits were of course illusory, but even 
the other items fell short of estimates by $255,000. 
If the service of debt had been attended to the expen- 
diture would have been:— + 
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Interest on debt. . 

Police . 

Schools 

Tribunals. 

Sundries, . 

TOTAL. «. + 3,080,000 

The Corrientes loan in London amounts to £1,000,000 
It was contracted in 1888 for the purpose of 

one of the unfortunate Free Banks: capital 


$1,800,000, issue $2,000,000. The coupons are EN 
since September 1890. The public debt is to 
$15,100,000 currency or $76 per inhabitant. 


DePAnTMENTS, 


Corrientes stands 15 miles below Tres Bocas, the 
confluence of the Upper Parand and Paraguay, and 
presents a charming view of tropical vegetation, in the 
midst of oray roves. It was called by the Indians 
Taraguy ssive of the abundance of lizards. Before 

1 it had the same quaint appear- 

built, in the 16th century; but so 

many ms made tunes as army-contractors 
that they pulled down the old houses and put up others 
of modern taste in their pla Still it is mot ai- 
common to see some of the ancient style, with wide 
verandahs, The old Jesuit college is now the Govern 
ment-house, with spacious courtyards, The National 
late Dr. Fitzsimon, and 

his son, the present Inspector 

f Schools, is an admirable institution. There 

are 4 churches: the Matriz, which is supposed to date 
from the 16th century; the.Merced, in the Plaza; San 
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Franciseo, with an organ made by one of the friars; 
and Rosario, or the church of Our Lady, on the edge 
of the city. The best view is from the tower of San 
Francisco, which takes in the whole sweep of the river, 
here 8 miles wide: canoes are constantly crossing to or 
from the Chaco, with Gnayeurit Indians, who bring 
grass to Corrientes; the dark outline of the Chaco 
consists of timber to the edge of the Parand, and there 
are numerous “obrajes” or wood-cutting establishments, 
chiefly in the hands of Italians. At sunrise the city 
market presents a very animated appearance, the 
women seated on the ground, selling wares, smoking 
and talking Guarani, which has a musical eadence, In 
the evening the fashion and beauty resort to the Ba- 
teria, a mile north of the city, which has a delightful 
view of land and water. No stranger should omit 
visiting the quintas of Billinghurst and Latorre, each 
of which has superb orange-groves of 10,000 trees. 
The chapel of the Cross, where the Spaniards landed 
in 1588, is the first object seen by the traveller ascend- 
ing the Parand, being 2 miles, south from the city, on 
a bluff; beside the chapel is a column, marking the 
spot where the Indians endeavoured to burn the eross; 
it is 26 feet high, and bears the inscription, “The 
people of Corrientes in gratitude to the Almighty for 
His wonderful protection of the first settlers on the 
memorable 3rd of April, 1588". A procession takes 
place every year on the anniversary, the governor and 
city authorities taking part. Corrientes has a free- 
library, many schools and some weekly newspapers; a 
museum was founded in 1854 by Amadée Bompland, 
who had been gardener to the Empress Josephine at 
Malmaison, but fell to decay after his death m. 1857. 
Steamers on the Paraguay route touch here (see Route 
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39, page 210), and a railway is in construction (see 
Route 31, page 155) from Corrientes across the pro- 
vince to the Uruguay. 
Lomas is a picturesque district N.E. of Corrientes. 
well wooded and watered, with frontage on the Upper 
Parani. A French colony was established here in 1855 
ly Dr, Brougnes, under the auspices of Governor 
Pujol, about 20° miles from the city: it would have 
prospered but for the smallness of the farms granted 
to the settlers, who were allowed only a few acres each. 
Some of the survivors eke out a subsistence by taking 
tire-wood and vegetables to Corrientes. Several Para- 
guayans have settled here. growing tobacco, sugar. 
maize, mandioca, sweet potatoes and oranges. The soil 
will grow anything, abundantly. Lake Brava has fish 
and mame. Casaccia’s farm is worth visiting. 
Bepedride lies along the Tanks ot the Parana, be- 
tween Corrientes and Bella Vista. being separated from 
the latter department by the San Lorenzo stream. This 
is one of the healthi fertile parts of the 
romince: the plats en the Pars rage 3) feet in 
herght ands t ams which fall 
2 = maize and tobaccu 
the Chaco. where 
the Corrientes 
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enjoys 4 perpetual spring; maize, mandioca, sugar, to- 
baceo, potatoes, oranges, etc., grow luxuriantly, with 
little labour. The town of Saladas, with 4,000 inhabi- 
tants, is embowered in orange-groves, and connected by 
railway with Corrientes (see p. 157), being 61 miles 
south of that city. 

Bella Vista lies along the Parani, from Goya to 
Empedrado. The inhabitants grow some oranges and 
tobacco, and cut timber in the Chaco. The town was 
founded by General Ferré in 1826, us a coftee-planta- 
tion, but the people preferred to grow oranges. It 
stands on a lovely hill, overlooking the river, In the 
vicinity are two colonies, in 60-aecre lots, with 24,000 
acres under crops, mostly grain, 

Lavalle is a new department formed out of the south- 
ern part of Bella Vista, and including the old Jesuit 
mission of Santa Lucia, 

Goya is the most important department in the pro- 
vince, rich in cattle, and well known for its excellent 
pastures and the superior quality of the beef and cheese. 
Some parts are wooded, the Yatay palms being con- 
spicuous. The port of Goya (see p. 208) is one of 
considerable trade; it is a well-built town of 4,000 in- 
habitants. “There ure no beggars in Goya” is a local 
adage. 

Esquina is an extensive department touching the 
Entre Rios frontier at the Arroyo Guayquiraré, or fat 
boy’s stream. It lies S. of the rive rrientes, which 
separates it from Goya, and c 1 pastures, but 
suilers from matreros or bush-rangers; fine land may 
be had very cheap, and a few Swiss or Germans have 
ventured to settle down here. The town of Esquina 
is so called because it stands at the corner where the 
Corrientes river falls into the Parani; it has ehureh, 
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schools and 2,000 inhabitants, and will meet 
with every kindness from Mr, Daniel Hayes, son of 
the Standard war-correspondent *Sinbad,”’ the late 
Mr. John Hayes. 

Son Cosme, formerly Ensenadas, comprises the 
*rincon” or angle north of Corrientes, on 
Tres Bocas and west of Lomas. It is a 
country interspersed with woods, lakes, farms, orange 
groves, sugar and tobacco pa and has 15 
persons to the square mile. The village of Sam Comme, 
with 1,500 inhabitants, is in a charming locality, and 
dates from 1760. The old mission of Gnacanss or 
Sant’ Anu is a few miles distant, which was founded 
by Fathers Romero and Mendoza in 1688. 

Tiati is an old Indian district, the inhabitants bemg 
almost pure-blooded aborigines. They are famons for 
making pottery, besides dealing in palm, lapacho, que 
bracho and ether kinds of timber. Much of the country 
is low and swampy, near the Maloya marshes, but the 
soil gives plentiful crops of maize, mandioes, tobacco, 
sugar and oranges. The village of Mati, with 1.600 
inhabitants, was founded in 1615, by the venerable 
Franciscan F. Luis Bolaiios, who compiled the dirt 
Guarani vocabular © church, which he dedicated to 
St. Anthony, was rebuilt in 1853. A steamer from 
Corrientes is here twice a week. 

Onarati is the chief agricultural department of the 
province, the inhabitants producing maize, 
tohaceo, sugar, hone rum, much beyond their needs 
for consumption. s beantifully diversified with wood 


' aught by cattle. | 
Cuecoti, with 4,000 nts, ts 100 miles EL of Com 
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rientes and in wet seasons is almost inaccessible, through 
swamps. 

San Miguel is a very swampy country between Lake 
Thera and the Upper Parana, uear Trauquera de Loreto. 
Tt has fine pastures, for which reason the Jesuits had 
estancias here in the 17th century. The village of San 
Miquel, founded in 1667, has 800 inhabitants, charch 
and school; it is 10 miles E. of Caacati, and 110 from 
Corrientes. 

Ttuxaingé is a new department east of San Miguel, 
along the banks of the Upper Parand, comprising many 
of the old Jesuit missions north of the Agnape river. 

Santo Tomé lies east of the last department, along 
the Upper Uruguay. The ruins of 22 missions burnt 
by the Portuguese commander Chagas, in 1817, are in 
this department. Some of the inhabitants have cattle, 
others cut timber or collect yerba-mite. All the 
country north of the Aguapey was devastated by the 
Paraguayans in 1846, not a house, human being, or 
head of cattle being left. 

Alvear is a new department formed ont of the north- 
ern part of La Cruz, the line of demarcation being the 
river Aguapey, at whose mouth is the village of Al- 
vear. This department lies south of Santo Tomé, along 
the Upper Uruguay: 

La Crux takes in the territory along the Uruguay 
from Restauracion northwards to the mouth of the 
Aguapey. including the Mirii ills. The inhabitants 
have some cattle, and raise mandi sugar and 
oranges. A dozen French fi » formed a 
settlement a ined mission of Yapeyt, birth-place 
of the her Independence, General San Martin, where 
they have grown grapes and sugar with much snecess, 
The port of La Crus, with 2,000 inhabitants, is 35 
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miles higher than Restauracion, and is the only Jesuit 
mission that remains in its integrity. It was built hy 
the Fathers in 1 and is overshadowed by 8 peaks, 
on the central one of which is a stone cross, which has 
given the town its name. The stone church, and col- 
lege ave intact, and the municipal school has 300 chil- 
dren. Nearly half the population consists of Brasilians, 
Ttalians or Paraguayans, mostly engaged in the yerbs- 
mate or timber trade. Steamers from Caseros and 
Uru yana once a week. La Cruz is abreast of Goya, 
on the Paranda, the distance being 160 miles, and the 
road passing through Mercedes, which is midway. 
Paso de los Libres, otherwise called Restanracion, lies 
along the Upper Uruguay, a peninsula between that 
river and the Mirifiay, with fine pastures near the 


slopes of the Mirifiay hills. The cattle are in great 


demand at the saladeros of Pelotas, in the adjacent 
Brazilian province of Rio Grande. The port of Res- 
tauracion, formerly Paso de Los Libres, is in front of 
the Br n city of Uruguayana, and carries on # 
considerable trade with Brazil and Misiones, in cattle, 
yerba-mite, timber and oranges; it has church, schools 
aud 2,000 inhabitants, one-third of the latter being 
foreigners—Braziliuns, Italians, or Paraguayans. Tb is 
180 miles S.E. of Corrientes and 56 N. of Caseros, on 
the proposed line of railway from Caseros to Posadas. 
At a short distance from this town is the mined Jesuit 
mission of Sant’ Ana, where the botanist Bompland 
spent the last 20 years of his life, and died in 1857; 
nothing remains of the garden wherein he acclimatized 
s0 many rare plants and trees. There is a steam-ferry 
to Urnguayana, across the river. 

Caseros is a new department formerly inelnded in 
Curuzii Cuatii, and lies along the Upper Uruguay, im- 
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mediately south of La Cruz. The town of Monte Oa- 
seros is the eastern terminus of the railway in con- 
struction which is to cross the provinces to Corrientes 
city, and the northern of the East Argentine line from 
Concordia (see p. 155). 

Palmar, sometimes called San Luis, covers a swampy 
district near the Maloyas lagoons, southward from Itati. 
Some of the inhabitants are wood-eutters, while others 
raiso mandioca, sugar, tobacco and oranges. 

Burucuyd is » small but populous district between 
the rivers Ambrosio and Santa Lucia, well wooded and 
watered, and producing the best tobacco in the pro- 
vince, There are 700 small forms, under tillage, and 
the natives export, moreover, the bark of the Caranday 
palm, which is much used for roofing houses. The 
village of San Antonio de Burucuyd, with 700 inhabi- 
tants, has church and school, and is 60 miles S.E. of 
Corrientes, in the vicinity of Lake Tbera. 

Concepcion was formerly known as Yaguarete and 
took its name from the abundance of tigers (yaguars), 
Tt includes the woods and swamps of a great por- 
tion of Lake Iberd, in the very heart of the province. 
The mhabitants are engaged in pastoral pursuits, and 
drive herds of fat cattle 8 times a year to the sala~ 
deros of Entre Rios. The village of Yaguarete Cora, 

ants, mostly tiger-killers, is 120 miles 
. of Corrientes, 

San Roque is watered by the Batel, Santa Lucia 
and Corrientes rivers, and possesses some of the finest 
cattle, sending several | yearly to the salader 
of Entre Rios. The town of San Roque, with 1,500 
inhabitants, is 80 miles S. of Corrientes and will ter- 
minate the 2nd section of the pr id railway. from 
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Corrimites to the Urnguay; it stands on a steep bank 
over the Sinta Lucia, which is not navigable so high. 

Mercedes iv w central and thinly populated depart 
iment, including much of the Paynbre forest, whieh 
abounds in tigers, carpinchos and other large game 
It touches northward on the [beré swamps, but hae 
outward fine pastures in the direction of the Uruguay, 
witored by rivalots, It is mostly pastoral, althongh 
tho natives also raise mandioca, maize, tobacco and 
wigar, The town Mercedes (see p. 156) is the ter 
ininva of that section of the railway from Caseros which 
propawey to crows the province, 

Ouniet Cuntid lies mland from Esquina, along the 
Natre Rios frontier to the Uruguay. Tt is famous for 
the beat cattle and richest pastures, the lands being 
Nigh and free from swamps; but for “matreros” the 
value of land here would be much greater, the Montiel 
Wouls of the frontier affording shelter to many outlaws 
Tho town of Oervxe Ovetid is « station on the rail- 
way above-mentioned (see p. 156), of which Gaseros it 
the oastern terminns 

Na is a new department formed out of the 
suithorn part of Esquina, bordering om the province 
of Rut Rios and noted for outlaws The 

i Sa mM & Fiver at mame, & 10 miles from 


Rive 
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So called because it lies between the rivers Parani 
and Uruguay, forms the southern half of the Argen- 
tine Mesopotamia. It ranks as 3rd province, coming 
next after Cordoba in importance, and before Santa 
Fé. In area it is almost equal to Portugal. It is 
divided into two equal parts by the river Gualeguay, 
which falls into the Parani abreast of San Nicolas. 
Under the Spaniards the eastern section was a depend- 
ency of Buenos Ayres, the western of Santa Fé, until 
in 1814 the Director Posadas made the province, with 
Concepcion, on the Urnguay, for its capital. General 
Mansilla removed the seat of power in 1821 to Parani, 
previously called Baxada; but General Urqniza, 40 
years later again placed the capital at Concepcion, 
where it remained about 20 years, having been recentl: 
restored to Parand. There is little trace of the om- 
ginal Indians, who were of the Charrua. Minuan and 
Chana tribes, some of whom murdered Juan de Garay 
on his return towards Paraguay, after the foundation 
of Buenos Ayres, 

Althongh so favourably situated, and so near Buenos 
Ayres, this province was not conquered till the 18th 
centu: this was perhaps on account of the warlike 
reputation of the Charruas, who could always rely upon 
their consins, the Timbés of the Gran Chaco, for as- 
sistance if needed. The first Spanish settlers who 
ventured to gain a footing were estancieros from Arre- 
cifes and Carcarafal, tempted by the fine pastures 
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along the river Gualeguay, in 1728. A battle was 
fought where the town of Victoria now stands, nearly 
opposite to San Lorenzo, in which the Indians were 
beaten; the Minuanes consented to live in harmony with 
the victors, but the Charraas removed to Banda Oriental, 
now the Republic of Uruguay, Two years later the 
people of Santa Fé built the town of Baxada, now 
Parani, and at the same time the Jesuits established 
missions on the Uruguay, where Concordia and Fede 
racion now stand. The viceroy Vertiz, in 1778-83, by 
means of Captain Rocamora, founded Gualeguay, Con- 
cepeion and Gualeguaychti, building a chapel and a 
town-hall for each, and giving homestead grants, cattle, 
and farming implements to the Indians or others who 
chose to settle there. A period of prosperity ensued 
until the Independence, during which epoch it suffered 
under the tyranny of Artigas. From 1520 till 1842 
the Entre-Rianos acquired military repntation ander 
rez, Mansilla, etc., and had little rest until the 
» of Arroyo Grande, December 6, 1842, when the 
i defeated and oral Urquiza was 
proclaimed ror: the province made much progress 
until his assassination in 1870, when civil wars again 
ensued, but peace was happily restored two years later, 
and Entre Rios 
The growth of ulation has been amazing; in 1797 
it was only 11,600, rising to 30,000 in 1825: from the 
latter year, in spite of civil the increase has been 
very remarkable, 


Annual ineresse. 
1,500 
4,600 
5,100 
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The extraordinary increase between 1849 and 1 





was consequent on the pacification of the Republic after 
the fall of Rosas, in 1852, when numbers of political 


maigrants returned to Entre Rios. 


Since then a large 


influx of Europeans has likewise taken place, the census 
of 1869 having shown 14 per cent. of the population 
to consist of foreign settlers. 


There are 12 depart 


Parana 
Diamante 
Victori: 
Nogoya.... 
Gualeguay . 

Tala... 


















Concordia 
Colon.. . 
Federacion. 
Feli 














ments, Vi: 





Sq. miles. 
1,920 
2,880 
2,040 
1,720 
2,480 
1,160 
2,560 
4,020 
2,240 
2,520 
3,240 
1,360 
1,640 
1,200 

31,380 


loubled since 1870, viz: 














Population. 
- 1869. 1891. 7 
18,600 41,000 
3.900 10,500 
10,500 17,700 
9,000 16,500 
15,200 22,000 
5,600 11,500 
11,600 15,500 
18,400 30,500 
11,300 17,000 
8,200 13,500 
17,300 24,500 
4,700 10,500. 

= 9,000 
= 7,900 
134,300 246,700 





1woL, 
$ gold. 

Lands. 31,000,000 70,000,000 
Cattle. . 30,000,000 38,000,000 
Houses 12,000,000 27,000,000 
Railways. cats 13,000,000 
Sundries. 24,000,000 49,000,000 

Tovat. 97,000,000 197,000,000 





The value of landed property may be summed up 


thus:— 
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Agricultural... 
Pastoral 
Forest... . 


Tort... 








The official vi 
lows 





Parana. . 
La Paz . 
Diamante. . 
Victoria . 









Concepcion. 
Concordia ,... 
Colon. . 
Villaguay 
Tala... 
Federacion. 
Feliciano 


Toran... 








The statistic 





Cows... 
Horses . “ 
Sheep...0... 














Ination of landed property is 


§ gold. 


6,820,000 
4,700,000 
2,220,000 
1,300,000 
2,620,000 
6,240,000 
8,120,000 
3,830,000 
9,330,000 
2,480,000 
3,100,000 
2,800,000 
1,320,000 

{470,000 
67,910,000 


of cattle shewed 


Init 


2,050,000 
1,060,000 
1,550,000 


$ gold. 


6,000,000 
60,000,000 

4,000,000 
70,000,000 


as fol- 


£ sterling. 


= 1,360,000 
940,000 
440,000 

2,260,000 
$20,000 
1,250,000 
1,620,000 
1,160,000 
1,860,000 
490,000 
630,000 
360,000 
300,000 
190,000 


13,540,000 





as follows 


Ise, 
4,100,000 

720,000 
4,900,000 


There are in the province 19° saladeros. which kill 
400,000 horned cattle yearly. and export. 13.000) tons 


leet. 


The earnings of the people are approximately as 


follows 
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$ yold 
Agricultural products. $,700,000 
Pastoral do. 16,800,000 
Transport service. 20,000 
Sundries BS 18,700,000 
TOTAL... 0 42,000,000 
There is no part of the world which enjoys a heal- 
thier or more agreeable climate; the mean annual tem- 
perature (see Appendix) is 67 Falr. and the rainfall 
44 inches. 
Statistics of education shew as follows:- 
1850 18. 
Schools. .... 5 20 131 
Pupils o0 roll... 15,150 10,560 
Average attendance... . 11,720 7,650 


The above shews u very great decline in two years 

There are 440 miles of railway in the province, re- 
presenting an outlay of £2,600,000 sterling. 

Estimates of revenue and expenditure were: 


1890 
$ currency. 
Revenue. . 1,050,000 2\970,000 
Expenditure. .. 1,050,000 6,710,000. 
The items of revenue in 1890 (excluding bank-profits 
were as follow: 


Property-tax 

Railways : 

National subsidy 

Licenses and stamps 

Public lands 300,000 
Sundeles., . . 220,000 


TorAL. ae 970,000 

The service of debt would have required £320,000 
sterling or $4,720,000 currency, and the” expenditare 
would be as follows 
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$ currency. 

Int. on debt... 4;720,000 

School 280,000 

Police 600,000 

Tribunals. 210,000 

Sundries. . : 900,000 

TOTAL... 06 7 6,7 10,000 


The sum required for service of debt was 60 per 
cent greater than the revenue of the province. Since 
then the Government has made a very good Lusiness 
by handing over the State railways in lieu of a part 
ct the debt. 

The debt of Entre Rios in December 1891 comprised 
7 foreign loans, viz:— 





£ sterling. 
Railway loan ..... 3,200,000 
Loans of 1886-90.. 2,800,000 

ToTaL... 6,000,000 


The railways iwhich figure above as a large source 
of revenue! did not pay working-expenses. The bond- 
holders consented, on receiving £.500,000 of the Morgan 
Loan scrip, to take over the railways and cancel the 
above debt of $3,200,000 sterling. The debt of Entre 


Rios now stands as follows 














£ sterling. $ currency, 
Foreign loans... 2,740,000 = 42,000,000 
Internal debt..... 6,200,000 

Toran... 48,200,000 


This is about $192 per inhabitant, and the annual 
service of the debt would require a sum of $3,000,000 
currency or the total revenue of the province. 
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ROS 


549 





There are 46 











as follows 
Same Departament 
Urquiza. Parana. . 
Municipal. ‘i 
Hernandatias, é 
Espinillo, : 
Florentina 7 
Santa Maria. » 
Diamante 
+ Villaguay .. 
} Concordia.» 
Libertad ‘ Federacion 





Federacion . 
Mandisobi . 
San Jost 











Verfeccion. . 
Rocamora . . 
Nog: 
Sauce... 

Retiro, ete 
Municlpal. 
Moran. < 
San Gusta 
Various’. 





established in 1892: 


Population, 


colonies in the province, * which shew 


Area 


Acres tiled, sq miles, 
8500 30 
14,000 40 
3,000 40 
5,500 20 
4500-10 
3,400 «10 
24,000 100 
12,000 20 
30,000 Bo 
8500 40 
12,000 25 
3,200 50 
20,000 180 
13,200 44 
gloo 25, 
3,500 100, 
7,600 70 
2,000 20 
5,500 20 
7,500 25 
14}00c 50 
3,000 6 
2,200 «15 
1,900 10 
3,000 «10 
8800 20 
11,000 30 
6,000 20 
20,000 60. 
23,800 134 


286,700 1,304 


Chis table does not include 3 of Baron Hirsch’s Jewish colonies, 
those of Clara (Villaguay), San Antonio (Colon) 


ind Mayo (Concepcion) with 690 settlers: total area 150,000 acres. 
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Entre Rios and Santa Fé are the only provinces in 
which agricultural colonies have proved successful. Tn 
this respect these provinces compare thus; — 
Keutre Rlos. Sante We. 

No. of settlers, 

Acres tilled... « 

Value of farms 

Do. of crops. 

The area under ly 
in Entre Rios, and 50 in Santa Fé, and the ratio of 
wealth per head is £70 in the first, and £72 m the 
second province. According to the Governor's Message 
this province has 580,000 acres under grain, but this 
is incorrect: the total area under tillage of all ending tte 
tions is barely 300,000 acres, the Colonies standing 


95 per cent.of the whole. If the Governor's figures 
were right each family would till more than 80 acres, 
which is absurd Wine-growing promises to be very 
profitable, the vineyards alre: povering 6,000 acres. 

The most striking natural feature in Entre Rios is 
the forest of Montiel, covering an area of 6,300 square 
miles or about 4,000,000 acres. 


DerarrMents. 


ends from the banks of the Parana to 
and Villaguay. It is chiefly pas- 
excellent land, the ordinary price 
of which is $10,000 per are | 

are wooded, dubay, tala, esp 
laurel, guayabo, mistol and ceibo. The river bank is 
famous for lime, which is sent largely to Buenos Ayres. 
This department has 11 ltural colonies with an 
aggregate of 8,200 colonists, 81,000 acres under till 
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age, and covering a total area of 805 square miles. 
The oldest of these colonies is Urquiza, 6 miles higher 
than Parand, on the river-side, founded in 1858, the 
scttlers being Germans and Swiss: it comprises 300 
farm-lots of 64 acres each, which are held by 622 
families; there are 2 churches, 2 schools, 8,500 acres 
under tillage and 24,000 trees. Next in importance is 
the Municipal, founded in 1879, consisting: mostly of 
Italians, who bought their lots at Ll sterlmg per acre; 
they have 14,000 acres of tillage, 2 steam-mills, and 
the colony is valued at £120,000 sterling. Cerrito is 
another thriving settlement, numbering 1,200 Italians, 
who paid 25 shillings an acre for their farm-lots, 64 
acres each: the colony has 24,000 acres under crops. 
Brugo has 1,380 colonists, 12,000 acres tilled, farm- 
lots 80 acres each, value of colony £55,000 sterling. 
The other colonies are of less extent. The chief town 
is Parand, formerly called Baxada, founded in 1730. 
It was capital af the Argentine Republic from 1852 to 
1861, and is now seat of the provincial authorities. 
Tt has 13,000 inhabitants, 2 churehes, several schools, 
tramway, custom-house, telegraph-office, and is the 
largest town in the province. 

Diamante extends from the Parani to the Cuchilla 
Grande near Nogoyé, with a large river frontage op- 
po to Coronda in the province of Santa Fé. The 
soil is very rich and watered by many streams. There 
are two thriving colonies: that of Palmar, which has 
3,200 Russian settlers, grouped in villages who have 

1,000 acres under crops, and that of Diamante 8,500 
acres, Chief town Diamante, with 1,200 inhabitants, 
was founded in 1836, and stands on the bluff of Ponta 
Gorda, 250 feet over the Parand; it has custom-honse, 
church, schools and several shops. 
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Vietoria lies south of Diamante, along 
in the *rincon” formed by the Paranacito. The pas- 
‘tures are rich, the soil fertile, but swampy near the 
Parani; the inhabitants have fine herds of cattle 
‘Chief town, Victoria, with 5,000 inhabitants, was founded 
in 1810, on the spot formerly called Matanza, in com- 
memoration of the slaughter of Indians made here by 
the first Spanish settlers, in 1728. It stands on the Pa- 
ranacito, near its confluence with the Parand, and has 
a considerable trade, especially im lime, Victoria is con- 
nected by a branch railway with the main trank line 
at Nogoyd, the branch being 32 miles in length. 

Nogowt is the centre of the province, and takes its 
name from a stream that rises in the forest of Mon- 
tiel, which after a course of 90 miles falls into the 
Paranacito. It has excellent pastures, well watered, 
and abounds in cattle and sheep. In this 
there are two colonies: that of Nogoyé has 80 families 
who possesses SO-acre lots and have 1,800 acres under 
grain; that of Sauce 45 families, with 3,000 acresiof 
tillage, The town of Nogoyd, population 3,000, was 
founded in 1793: it is an important railway centre. 
being the midway station on the trunk line from Parana 
to Concepcion, and also the junction from which starts 
the branch to Victoria. 

Gualeguay comprises a superior pastoral distriet on 
the west side of the river of that name. Tt is watered 
by the Clé and other tributaries of the Gualeguay, and 
the ordinary price of land is $15,000 per square I ? 
Some of the finest estates in the province arenes 
of San Guillermo, Duportal, McDougall, Haymes, Thomp- 
son, Isabel, Bleck, "Calderon, Millan, Colt, Benites, 
Crespo, etc. The first-named belongs to a Scotch joint- 
stock company, and is managed by Mr. Gillespis 
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O'Dwyer; the second took a silver medal for wool at 
the Paris Exhibition; all are favourably known for 
wool, this department obtaining the highest prices. 
Tn this department there are 8 small colonies, the largest 
of which is Retiro, which has 60 families, holding 80- 
acre lots: the aggregate of the 8 colonies (some of 
which date from 1878) is only 350 population, with 
8,800 acres under crops. The town of Gualequay, po- 
pulation 10,000, is one of the best im the province, ai 

1s connected by a branch railway 74 miles long with 
the main trunk line at Tala, It was founded by Cap- 
tain Rocamora, in 1783, on the river Gualeguay, T miles 
of its mouth, There are churches, schools, hotels, clubs, 
theatre, newspaper. banks, soap-factories, tannery, steam- 
mills, town-hall, free-library and custom-house. ‘The 
saladeros kill 100,000 head of cattle yearly. 

Tala, sometimes called Rosario, is in the heart of 
the province, on the W. bank of the Gualeguay. The 
camps are excellent for grazing, being watered by the 
Tala, Clé, Raices and Sance, This department was 
formerly included in that of Gualeguay. There is a 
colony of 530 Ttalians in this department, who have 
7,500 acres under crops. The town of Tala, popula- 
tion 2,000, is on the main trank railway, and a branch 
runs from here to Gualeguay. 

La Pax is an extensive department on the Paranda, 
stretching so far inland as to include a great portion 
of the Montiel forest. It has fine pastures. The large 
estancia which belonged to Messrs. Hayeroft was pur- 
chased in 1882 by a Cologne Go. called the Nstancia 
Verem: it covers 220 square miles. The company 
formed an agricultural colony called San Gustavo, on 
an area of 60 square miles, and in June 1892 this 
colony comprised 96 families, counting 816 souls. Hach 
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family has a lot of 400 acres, and the area under 
grain is 16,000 acres of wheat and 5,000 of maize, ete. 
The village of San Gustavo has 400 souls, a steam- 
mill, shops and a school of 60 children. Raina 
the colony is the estancia Santa Inés, ae wil 
cows and sheep, covering 60 square miles, ing to 
the same Company. The rammaicdlaty 100. uae 
was sold by the company to Alex. G. Harder, and on 
a portion of it, on the Parand, has been established the 
new meat-factory of Port Marquez. -This department 
also includes the well-known Kemmerich factory for 
meat-extract, called Santa Helena. ‘this factory 
working in 1881, by killing 3,000 head of cattle, the 
slaughter rising to 63,000 in 1890, and to 110,000 in 
1892. The factory has appliances to slanghter up to 
200,000 head per annum. The purchases of live stock 
represent $1,000,000 gold yearly, and the yearly value 
of the company’s export is estimated at $1,800,000 
gold. Tho capital of the company is £360,000 sterling. 
The annual output is 800 tons of meat-extract, 900 tons 
of boiled beef, 9,000 tons of salt beet, 15,000 of meat- 
flour. The Kemmerich Co. owns the San Javier estan- 
cia in Santa Fé and other farms, making up 250 square 
miles of land, and 60,000 head of cattle, besides rent- 
ing 550 square miles of lands also used for pasture: 
it has 5 steam-tugs and a flotilla of lighters. The 
town of La Pax was formerly called Caballi-Cuatia or 
the painted horse: it was founded in 1836, and has 
church, schools and 6,000 inhabitants. Steamers from 
Buenos Ayres to Paraguay touch here, 

Gualeguaychi: is one of the best departments in the 
province, comprising the delta between the Parani and 
Uruguay, south of the Gualeguay and Gualeguayehit 
rivers. One-half the area is swamp, comprising the 
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low grounds near the Paranacito, Zinta, Palmas, Tbicuy, 
and other streams; these were formerly infested by 
pirates, until General Urquiza exterminated them, and 
the present inhabitants are said to be industrious wood- 
entters and charcoul-burners, who also collect bitter 
oranges and wild peaches. The high grounds are 
suitable for pasture or agriculture, and the swamps 
serve for fattening cattle, bnt do not suit sheep, All 
the streams are fringed with tala, espinillo, algarrobo, 
iundubay and other trees, The department produces 
the best honey and wax, of which large quantities are 
sent to Buenos Ayres and Montevideo. Land is worth 
$15,000 per square league. In 1863 the late Mr. 
Timothy O’Brien settled here, and was followed by 44 
others, of whom only two or three remain. The Mn- 
nicipal colony comprises 300 farm-lots of 64 acres each, 
which were sold to Italians ete. at 20 shillings an acre, 
Tt was founded in 1875, and has 11,000 acres under 
crops. The possessions of the colonists are valued at 
£70,000 sterling. There is a smaller colony called 
Moran, consisting of 60 Italian families who have 6,000 
acres under tillage: yalue £30,000 sterling. The town 
of Gualeguaychi, population 15,000, was founded by 
Captain Rocamora in 1883, on the W. bank of the 
river of that name, about 12 miles from its confluence 
with the Uruguay, in front of Fray Bentos; there are 
chureh, schools, hotels, newspapers, club, free library, 
banks and a considerable trade. 

Concepeion extends inland from the Uruguay to the 
department of Villaguay. The land is chiefly devoted 
to pasture, but the colonies have large tracts under 
grain, Most of the department belonged to the late 
General Urquiza, whose palace at San José is the finest 
country residence in South America, about 24 miles W. 
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of Concepcion. He had likewise estates in other parts, 
and was said to own one million head of cattle, be- 
tween cows and sheep, and 10,000 square miles of land. 
The palace and gardens cost hin over one million dol- 
lars. His widow established near the palace, in 1876, 
the colony of Caseros, which has flourished remarkably. 
Farm-lots of 64 acres were sold at 22 shillings per acre 
to Italian and French settlers, who have now 14,000 
aores under crops, the colony representing a value of 
£150,000 sterling. In this department are also two 
small colonies named Rocamora and Perfeccion, estab- 
lished in. 1875: the first has Italian, the second 

nish, settlers. Together they have 5200 acres of til- 
lage, and represent a value of £45,000 sterling. ‘The 
town of Concepcion, on the Arroyo de la China, was 
founded by Captain Rocamora in 1778: it has a fine 
church, National College, several schools and 10,000 
inhabitants. 

Villaguay is a central department, with only 5 persons 
to the square mile: it includes a great part of the 
forest of Montiel, but has also fine zing lands. 
Agriculture was hardly known until Mr. Scheppens 
established the Belgian colony, in 1882: this covers 25 
square miles and counts 250 families, who have 12,000 
acres under crops and 60,000 fruit-trees. There are 
two steam-mills, turning out 1,600 tons of flour. ~ The 
town of Santa Rosa de Villaguay, population 2.000, was 
founded in 1865, on the eastern bank of the river 
(jnaleguay. It ‘has church, schools and hotel, Tt is 
connected with the main trunk railway by a branch at 
Basabilbaso, 39 miles long. 

Concordia extends along the Uruguay northward to 
Federacion. Its western limit is the Arroyo Feliciano. 
The camps afford fine pastures, being watered by the 
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Yuquery and Mandisobi. There are 
several English estancias in this department. There are 
two important colo: that of Yerué, covering 180 
square iniles, consists of 1,600 farm-lots, with more 
than 20,000 acres under crops; the land was bought 
from an English Company in 1888 for the sam of 
4,126,000 sterling, say 21 shillings per acre, by the 
Argentine Government, and given ont to French, 
English, Italian and other settlers. The colony of 
Antelo or Federal was founded in 1878, midway between 
Concordia and La Paz: there are 270 farm-lots of 80 
acres, sold to settlers at 8 shillings per acre, and on 
some of these are grown vines very successfully. The 
colonists also attend to pasture, having 14,000 cattle: 
the area under erops is 3,200 acres. ‘Timber abounds, 
especially algarroba, The colony has a school and 520 
houses, and is valued at £120,000 sterling. The town 
of Concordia is the 8rd commercial port in the Repub- 
lic (see p. 222), and has 10,000 inhabitants. It was 
founded in 1833, and has church, schools. banks, ho- 
tels, clubs. ete. The East Argentine Railway rans 
trains daily to Caseros in connection with the steam- 
boat service of the Upper Uruguay. There are several 
large saladeros: that of San Carlos exports yearly 15 
million tins of beef. 

Colon lise along the Uruguay, between Concepcion 

i ourishing colonies of 

Ttalian and F settlers, numbemg in all 

2,600, with 15,000 acres of tillage. The largest is that 

of San José, founded by General U: rquiza in 1866; the 

colonists have made fortunes in supplying poultry and 

vegetables to various river-ports. O'Connor's saladero 
is one of the best on the Urugua 
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Ferleracion is 4 new department formed ont of the 
northern pact of Concordia, and extending along the 
Uruguay to the frontier of Corrientes, Tn this depart- 
ment there are 3 large colonies, Libertad founded in 
1875, is 8 miles from the banks of the Urngnay, and 
is traversed by the Arroyo Chajari. The first settlers 
were 360 Tyrolese, and it counts 3,500 sonls, the area 
under tillage exceeding 15,000 acres, including 60 acres 
of vineyard; it has 50,000 frnit-trees, 4 schools, 4 mills, 
and a railway-station, at Chajari, on the East Angen- 
tine line. Federacion, founded in 1876, comprises 240 
farms of SO acre-lots, which have 4,100 seres of til- 
lage, including 240 acres under vines, and 18,500 cattle 
Manidisobi, founded in 1883, has an area of 100 square 
miles, with 125,000 cows and sheep and 3,500 nores 
under crops, These three colonies represent a value — 
of £240,000 sterling, the lulk of the colonists being 
Itwlians and French. The town of Federacion, popula- 
tion 2,000, is on the East Argentine Railway, near the 
Sierra Mandisobi, on the banks of the Urnguay, with 
church, schools and a considerable trade im Innber and 
yerba-unite: it is 34 miles of Concordia. 

Feliciano is a new department formed ont of the 
northern inland part of La Paz, up to the border of 
Corrientes. It includes the colony of Feliciano. The 
village of that name has 1.000 inhabitants. mostly pe- 
onpied in raising cattle or entting timber, Theadjacent 
forest of Montiel has large numbers of pumas, wild 
hoars and deer. 
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Territory of the Chaco. 


The Gran Chaco forms a quadrangle, 400 miles on 
cach side: the N.E. side is the Pilcomayo, from the 
Bolivian frontier near Tarija to the confluence of that 
river with the Paraguay at Asuncion; the S.W. side is 
the Rio Salado from 26» S. lat. to its mouth at Santa 
Fé: the S.E. side is formed by the rivers Paraguay 
and Para and the N.W. is the frontier line of Salta 
from the Salado to the Pileomayo. As it covers au 
area equal to Spain, there is a great diversity of soil, 
climate and natural features. For the most part it is 
dense forest, but there are several swampy regions in 
the vicinity of the great rivers, whilst some parts are 
composed of prairies and rich pastures, surpassing in 
fertility the most favoured lands of Europe. It is di- 
vided into two almost equal parts by the Rio Bermejo, 
which has a course of nearly 500 miles from Oran to 
its mouth near Humayta. These two parts form dis- 
tinct guvernments or territories, the northern being 
known as Formosa, the southern as Chaco, with the 
tollowing area and population:— 























Sq. niles. Population. 

Formosa. . 72,500 5,000 

Chaco. 49,900 32,000 
Toral., 122,400 37,000 





Fir mosa is inhabited by Tobas, Mocovis, Abipones, 
Ocoles and Matacos who are not included in the above 
estimate of population, their numbers being probably 
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about 30,000. Some of the above tribes are fierce: 
in 1882 Dr. Crevaux and his party were killed, a fate 
which had befallen many previous explorers. One of 
the few expeditions which met with friendly treatment 
was that of Lavarello, in 1863, to which Mr, Porter 
Cornelius Bliss was attached, and this gentleman classi- 
fied the Indians under the five groups mentioned above, 
all of whom, he said, were alike m habits and appear- 
ance, thongh using distinct dialects of the Guarani. 
They live by hunting and fishing, whieh they su) 
ment with the fruit of the algarroba and of the ny 
or palo-borracho. Formerly they had numbers of sheep 
and cattle, but they lost most of them through some 
epidemic, Like the Patagonians, they have a great 
fear of aang and of the souls of deceased apothe- 
caries or physicians, which they call *gualichnes’’ or 
evil spirits: they have a distinct belief in a future life. 
The official report for 1892 shews that the Christian 
population is 5,000 souls, who have under tillage 6,000 
acres, and possess 10 saw-mills and 15 cattle-farms, the 
stock of the latter comprising 20,000 cows, 500 sheep 
and 2,200 horses, 

All the territory fucing the river Paraguay is oc 
cupied by settlers. The most northern part is the 
“nncon” at the confluence of the Pileomayo and Pa- 

y, on the south bank of the former, the Zapiola 

820 square miles. Going south we pass 3 

with river front, on the Paraguay, those of 

Portalis, Cichero and Chueco, each with an area of 320 

square miles, divided into farm-lots of 260 acres, whieh 

were sold cheap to th settlers and are now Worth 

$8,000 currency or £500 each. Lands not fenced or 

tilled may still be had for £60 per square mile or 2 
shillings an, acre. 
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The town of Formosa, founded in 1879, stands on 
a bluff, facing the Paraguayan village of Villa Franca. 
It is well built, with wide streets lined with trees, 625 
houses, 32 shops, club, church, hospital, hotels, Govern- 
ment house, surrounded with gardens, orange groves, 
palms aud flowers. It is 4 days by steamer from 

and has 2,000" inhabitants, In the 

vicinity are General Fotheringham’s estancia and Mr, 
Hamonet’s plantation of rami¢. The settlement of 
Formosa, on which the town stands covers 200 square 
miles, and has 3 steam distilleries, 6 brick factories and 
8 sawmills. The estancias of Torres, Arning and 
Brauss are inland. Formosa is situate in 26' 10’ 53 
8. Latitude, just midway between Corrientes and Asun- 
gion, being 140 miles from either pla The average 
rainfall is 85 inches yearly. In summer the glass 
sometimes marks 104 I. in the shade, the lowest read- 
ing in winter bei 3 F. The mean temperature of 
the seasons i 

Quarter eniling F. Quarter ending. 

February 28th... 7 August 3151 

May 318 a November 30th 

Burometrical pressure ranges from 737 to 

Going southward from Formosa town we ‘moet 
Poncet’s sugar-factory which extends along the river 
Paraguay to the mouth of the Tres Marias. On the 
south bank of the latter is Canal’s colony of San 
Aquino, with 12 miles frontage on the Paraguay: area 
320 square miles, the colony having also 6 miles fron- 
tage on the Bermejo, above Cano’s colony, San Aquino 
is a thriving village, with shops, hotels and a sugar- 
mill with Decauville railway and the best French ma- 
chinery. The colony has 1,500 horned cattle. The 
Herradura stream, which falls into the Paraguay, is the 


86 
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boundary between San Aquino and the more southern 
estate of Vernet; the latter has 20 miles of frontage 
on the Paraguay and faces the Estancia de los Ingleses 
in Parnguayan territory: the property covers 200 square 
iniles and was given by Congress to Messrs. Vernet i 
exchange for Staten Island near Cape Horn. Cano ey 
lony, area 200 square miles, occupies the “rincon’? 
tween the river arena and the north bank of the 
Bermejo, with a frontage of 20 miles on the former, 
10 on the latter, river: a village has been built, facing 
the Paraguayan town of Pilar, 3!¢ days by steamer 
from Buenos Ayres. 


Southern Chaco, 


As already shewn, the Chaco proper, extending sonth- 
ward from the Bermejo to Santa Fé, has an area of 
49,900 square miles and 000 inhabitants. Tt con- 
tains no fewer than 15 co s. of which one belongs 
to Government and has 9,500 inhabitants, the others 
being private entreprises with 10,100 settlers. The 
area under tillage covers 90,000 acres, of which 82,000 
are under maize, the rest under sugar and other pro- 
ducts. There are 7 saw-mills, the woodeutters having 
an area of miles, The cattle-farms have 
150,000 cows and 2,500 sheep. The territory has LL 
schools, attended by 800 children. In this portion of 
the Chaco the Jesuits had several missions, but there 
are remains of no more than 5, namely: Sau Gerd- 
nimo, San Javier, San Pedro. Cayastd and Santa Rosa, 

sh of which has 500 to 600 inhabitants, these places 
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being now in the province of Santa Fé, In the 18th 
century the Jesuits cultivated sngar and cotton at their 
missions, the traces of the plantations being still visible. 
Traditions of Christianity are be found among the 
Matacos and other tribes who assist in the labors of 
the sugar-fields in Salta Jujay and Santiago: they also 
carry on a frontier trade in skins of tigers, pumas, 
foxes, otters, ete., in wild honey, ostrich feathers and 
the gum of palo-santo. 

Timbé or Port Bermejo, founded in 1884 by Major 
Host, on the south bank of the river, close to its month, 
is the northernmost point of this territory. It is a 
village of 100 houses, with 600 inhabitants, and some 
shops. in a swampy locality, and has 3 telegraph lines, 
to Formosa northward, to Resistencia southward, and 
along the Bermejo, connecting 8 settlements on that 
river as high as Fort Roca, distant 125 miles. All the 
lands on both sides of the Bermejo have been given 
awa Colonel Uriburn’s estate at Carmen, formerly 
Fort Carlsen, is one of the finest, growing excellent 
wheat and having 2,000 fat cattle. Higher up is the 
Lozardi colony eri to the Chaco Colonial Cx 
and under the direction of John McLean: area 
aquare miles, from Fort Irigoyen to Fort Roca, t 
latter a well-built village. on the site of an old Indian 

On the southern flank of 
Lozardi is the Rio de Oro, which has a course of 150 
miles till it falls into the Paraguay. 


the Vedia colony, sometimes called Taurel’s, which has 
an area of 320 square miles, having a north front on 
the Bermejo, an eastern on the river Paraguay and 
a southern on the Rio de Oro. At a point called Tres 
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Horquetas, the confluence of the Cangué and Oro, are 
the principal houses, facing the Swedish colony, the 
Oro being navigable for steamers to this point: the 
Vedia colony has 160 tilled farms. here is an im- 
portant sugar-factory belonging to Mayer and Bonaceig 
at the point where the Rio de Oro falls into the Pa- 
raguay: the area under sugar is 500 acres, which yield 
28 tons of cane or 2 tons of sugar per acre, The cane 
requires re-planting every 7 years. There is a large 
number of Indians employed, who commence tb eut 
the cane on May 15th, the harvest lasting 64 months. 
The factory has machinery capable of crushing 3,000 
tons of cane monthly or producing 200 tons of sugar. 
A factory of this size costs 130,000 to put np, and 
the estimate of outlay, etc, is as follows: 


$ currency. £ sterling. 

Factory : 600,000 = 30,000 
Land, 1 «Tes. 100,000 5,000 
Planting. . «.« 300,000 15,000 
Harvesting ..... 6,000 
OUTLAY... 000 


900 tons sugar... $0000 40,000 
50,000 gallons alcohol 50,000 2,500 


PRopUcT,,.. 350,000 42,500 


The net annual product (for 7 years) may be taken 

at $600,000 curreney or £30,000 sterling per annum, 
5 per cent on capital. 

It is thought that, in time, sugar-planting Im the 
Chaco will supersede the industry in Tucuman, offering 
room for larger prc Land in the Chaco costs $80 
currency per cnadra, or 8 shillings an acre whereas in 
Tucuman it costs $800 per cuadra. Freight from Tu- 
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cuman to Buenos Ayres is $40, from the Chaco $10, 
per ton. Moreover the Chaco soil is almost in- 
exhanstible, 

Rio de Gro is the seat of a Swedish colony above- 
mentioned, mostly given to wood-cutting: this stream 
is 200 feet wide, and navigable for vessels of 4 feet 
draught up to San Carlos, 21 miles from its mouth on 
Paragnay river; in flood seasons up to Brillante, 12 
miles higher. The colony has a front of 5 miles on the 
Paraguay, down to Arroyo Solalinde, which separates 
it from the great sugar-plantation of Palmas. Behind 
San Carlos is an Italian colony, with much tilled land 
and 2,000 fat cattle. Mr. Christiernsen runs a steamer 
from his factory at San Carlos to the Paraguay, 

Palmas, the estate of Messrs. Hardy, has an area of 
400 sqnare miles, bounded by three rivers, east the 
Paraguay, north the Solalinde and south the Guayenri: 
it has 15 miles front on the Paraguay and 25 on the 
Solalinde. There are 200 farm-lots held by European 
settlers, 250 acres each: the cattle-farms have 3,000 
cows. About 1,500 acres are under sugar-cane, the 
crop reaching 40,000 tons of cane, from which 3,000 
tons of sngar are extracted. The factory has all the 

ewest machinery, which can crush 200 tons of cane 
daily: The mana 0 has 2,000> persons 
under him; English, aml Spaniards, Italians, Para- 
guayans, Correntinos and Toba Indians. The village of 
Palmas, 8 miles inland from the Paraguay, has some 
fine buildings, especially Mr. Hardy's residence, sur- 

nded by beautiful gardens. 
ich brings down the cane in trucks, The 
f is lit with electricity, and can turn ont daily 
17 ptt of sugar and 500 gallons of rum. All the 
hou: are built of brick and lime, including hotel, 
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railway station, schools etc. The climate is so healthy 
that there are no sic 
On the south bank of the Gnayeuri is Novaro co- 
Jony, with 8 miles front on the Paraguay, comprising 
vineyards and alfa plantations, Adjacent is the Benitez 
property, whick has a chapel and school on the Arroyo 
‘Tragadero, area 280 square miles, with frontage on the 
Parana till approaching the port of San Fernando. 
idence of the Governor, General 
. is a thriving town of 500 houses and @ 
bitants, with church, scho free library «| 
stands on the Rio Negro, 12 miles from San Fernando, 
which faces the city of Corrientes, the Negro being 
navigable for steamers of 5 feet draught. The locality 
is swampy, but not unhealthy, and the town is sur- 
seesies by 450 farms, held by 1590 settlers. The eo- 
ud produces among other 
‘arora 3,000 tor pvok m . Farm-lots of 250 acres, 
which the settlers bought very cheap are now worth 
1,500 each. Midway between San Fernando and Re- 
sistencia is Boggio's steam distillery. Steamers from 
Buenos Ayres reach San Fernando in 44 hours. 
Resistencia stands is S. Lat. and will soon 
he connected railway with Santa 
Various attempts have been made to open a road 
from Resistencia across the Chaco to Salta: the last 
was by Major Host in 1886, who reached a place called 
Nillak, 215 miles, and bored 156 feet fresh water, 
without success, having met no surface water tor 125 
iniles. He was barred by impenetrable woods 6 iniles 
beyond Nillak. being then within 88 miles of the vil- 
lage of Aluampa, in Santiago del Estero. 
Sonthward and southwest from Resistencia there are 
numerous colonies before reaching the frontier of Santa 
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Fé. Those of Dreyfuss, Lucinda and Amalia have 
wood-entting establishments; those of Tacuarendi and 
Delfino sugar-plantations; those of Arocena and Flo- 
rencia large areas under grain, Arocena, on the Palo- 
meta stream, has 150 farms, cultivated by Italians and 
French, who bought (4-acres lots at £50 each: this 
colony is 25 miles south of Resistencia and 20 north 
of Florencia (see p. 389), most of which latter colony 
is in the province of Santa Fé. 


Territory of Misiones. 


This small, fertile and thinly peopled territory lies 
between Brazil, Paraguay and Corrientes, the Tanita 
with the first country being the Iguazi and Upper 
Uruguay, with Paraguay the Upper Parami, and with 
Corrientes the Chimiray river, a tributary of the Uru- 
guay. Its area is stated in Latzima's geography to be 
22,000 square miles, but the Argentine Government, 
in the Message to Congress (1892), alleges that it covers 
37,500 square miles, It was claimed by the province 
of Corrientes down to 1882. The soil produces cotton, 
mandioca, maize, potatoes, oranges, apes and every 
kind of European and tropical fruit. The first Jesuit 
settlements were made by Father Montoya, in 16383, 
when the remains of the Guayra nation were saved 
from the Mamelncos or man-hunters of San Paulo. 
The Guayri missions some 10 years previouly mum- 
bered 90,000 Christians, of whoni 60,000 were carcied 
off and sold for slaves in San Panlo, and when Father 
Montoya founded Corpus the sole survivors were 12.000 
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souls: 100 years later the missions counted 130,000, and 
were able to supply 7,000 archers and lancers for the 
King of Spain's service at the siege and capture of 
Colonia. After the expulsion of the Jesuits m 1767, 
the missions fell rapidly to decay, the Indians taking 
to the woods to escape the cruelty and extortion of 
the Spanish civil anol Finally, the Portuguese 
general, Chagas, invaded Misiones m 1817, and des- 
troyed everything with fire aad sword. Sugar-planta- 
tions have recently been established, and a consider- 
able trade is done in yerba-mate and lumber at Ttapua, 
San Javier, La Cruz, etc. Official returns for 1892 
estimate the population at 25,000 souls. The area under 
crops is 7,000 ac farm-stock 40,000 cows. 5,500 
horses, 6,000 sheep and 4,000 pigs. There are 85 estab- 
lishments, such as mills and distilleries: also two 
Government colonies, with 2,600 settlers, who raise 
sugar, tobacco, etc. Annual exports, 2,000,000 feet 
lumber, 850 tons of yerba-mate, 300 tons sugar, 100 
tons tobacco. The seat of government Is Posadas, 
founded in 1865, on the bank of the Upper Parana. 
There are 7 schools, with 700 children. 

Mr. Niederlein gives the following account of Misiones 
when he visited it in 1891: 

*The territory comprises Upper and Lower Misiones, 
each of equal extent and togeth covering 38,700 
square m Upper Misiones is claimed by Brazil, 
and has 5,000 inhabitants chiefly Brazilians, descend- 
ants of a colony who settled here in 1838, attracted 
by the favorable climate and fertile soil. There are 
traces of the old roads ma yy the Jesnits. Land 
may be bonght for E700 per square league, say two 
shillings English per acre: a square league carries 800 
head of cattle. ‘There are 48 estancias, the farm-steck 
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consisting of 36,000 cows and 5,000 horses, and yield- 
ing an annual profit of 80 per cent on capital, Area 
under tillage 500 acres. There are 3 villages, Palmas 
with 500, Bow Vista 300, and Chopin 800 inhabitants : 
the last was founded in 1882.” 

Argentine or Lower Misiones has the following po- 
pulation: 


Argentines. 
Brozilians, Pr 
Paraguayans, 
Europeans. Zz 
Toran... 


thief town Posadas, population 3,000; also Concep- 
cion 800, and Candelaria 700. There are 70 houses 
of business, 16 suga D 23, 8 yerba-mate planta- 
tions, 15 cattle estancias and 9 river-steamers. Area 
under plough 10,000 acres. Stock, 58,000 cows, 26,000 
horses; value $850,000 gold. The annual value of 
crops is $600,000 gold. The total value of lands, 

honses, cattle, ete. 1s $7,900,000. 
Englishman who visited Misiones recently writes 

as follows 

“Posadas is a rising town and only waits the arrival 
of Clark’s railway now in construction from Caseros 
through Misiones, to become a trading centre. The 
Lucero and other steamers ply from Posadas to the 
colonies and sugar-factories on the Upper Parand, 
Some Frenchmen have vineyards and orchards of pine- 
apple; that of M. Hamard is yery fine. Highor up is 
Candelaria, where there are 150 families and a good 
The best Jands are on the Garupaé river. Mr. 
has a sugar-plantation at the Arroyo San Juan, 
ng which we come to General Rudecindo Roca’s 
sugar-factory on the bank of the Parani, a large estab- 
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lishment with railway, turning out 200 tons sugar 
yearly; manager M. Theulpin. Ascending still further 
we reach the old mission of Santa Ana; the rnins of 
the Jesnit church are in the midst of an orange-grove. 
Here there is « colony of 150 Germans, French and 
Italians.” 


Territory of the Pampas. 


This vast and sparsely populated territory com- 
prehends the pampas or plains west of Buenos Ayres, 
and south of Mendoza and San Luis, Latzina gives 
its area as 58,000 square miles, but the prime-minister’s 
message to Congress claims 89,000 square miles. It was 
formerly inhabited by Ranqueles and other Indian tribes, 
until they were exterminated or driven beyond the Rio 
Negro in 1879. The sonthern boundary seems to be the 
Rio Colorado, It is by no means an unbroken plain, hay- 
ing woods and lagoons in many places, and a chain of 
hills on the limits of Mendoza. The population already 
reaches 38,500 persons, who have 55,000 acres under 
tillage. The stock comprises 1,100,000 cows, 6,000,000 
sheep and 250,000 horses, There are 340 estancias, the 
stock of which exceeds 1,500 cows and 3,000 sheep; 
and 1,690 whose stock js less, in all 2,080 establish- 
ments, mostly belonging to capitalists of Buenos Ayres. 
The property valuation is $19,000,000 currency, say 
£.1,200,000 sterling. Revenue in 189] amounted to 

285,000. The exports of this department in 1891 

28,000 cowhides, 220,000 sheepskins, 15 tons of 
ostrich feathers and 4,500 tons of wool. 
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Arha, the seat of government, will be shortly the 
terminus of the North-western railway, which it was 
proposed to construct to Villa Mercedes (San Luis): the 
line is completed to Hucal, a village of 400 inhabitants, 
which is 50 miles short of Acha, There is telegraphic 
communication with Buenus Ayres by way of Mari- 
mamel and Puan, the latter being a station on the G. S. 
railway, and by this route, or by Hucal and Bahia 
Blanca, the journey can ke made to Buenos Ayres in 
36 hours. The positions and distances from Acha are:— 


To Miles. Direction. To Miles. Direction. 
Villa Mercedes... 250 NN. — Choel-Choel.. 145 SS. 
Buenos Ayres.. 430 NE. Fort Roca... 190 SW. 
Bahia Blanca... 170 SE. Chos-Malal... 295 9 W. 


Acha is a flourishing town, of 2,500 inhabitants: it 
stands in the Chilhué valley, the head-quarters for many 
years of Namuncura’s Indians. It was founded in 1882 
yy Colonel Campos. There are a church, schools, 
hotels, bakeries, brick-kilns, a hospital with 30 beds, 
50 shops and many fine houses. 

Virtorica, formerly an Indian camping-ground called 
Poytagiie, is 90 miles NW. of Acha and 170 south of 
Villa Mercedes. It is a good town of 1,500 souls, with 
schools and numerous shops. The Western railway of 
Buenos Ayres will probably be prolonged hither, Vic- 
torica being 160 miles west of Trenquelauquen, the 
present terminus. About 60 miles SE. of Victorica, and 
the same distance N. of Acha, is the village of Toay, 
or Santa Rosa, with 200 souls. 

A high-road is much needed from Acha westward to 
Chos-Malal, the capital of Neuquen territory; also a 
bridge over the Colorado at Vallée Pass. The terri- 
tory is well supplied with timber, thickets of calden 
and algarroba being very common: fresh water is 
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usually found at a depth of 10 feet 1 

the principal Jand-owners are: ieee, tere ci 

Davidson, Gahan, Garaghan. Gowland, 

MacKinlay, Todd, MacClymont, Seeber, Boba 
Wallace, Wi illiams Hutchinson, Brown, Gilmour, Reid, 
Wilson Russell, Murray and the South ee 
Land Co. 


Territory of Neuquen. 


This territory lies south-west of the Ricelly oe along 
the slope of the Andes. Its area is officially stated at 


68,000 square miles, population 15,700 souls but Lat- 
zina only gives it 44,000 square miles, making the river 
Limay and Lake Nahuel Huapi its sonthern limits. Of 
s this territory has been in many places oc 

enpied Jers from Chile. There are 4,000 acres under 
wheat. Farm-stock comprises 82,000 cows, 17,000 
horses, 115,000 sheep and 16,000 goats. Exports to 
Chile in 1891 included 6 tons of “cheese, 8 tons of 
wool, 1,200 cowhides and X00 sheepskins. It was 
held undisputed by the Ranqueles Indians down to 1879. 
The lower or portion of the territory has 
little fertile land except in the valleys of the Colorado, 
Nenquen and Limay, where the population is ehiefly 
centred; the sheep-farms on the Limay are said to count 
more than 100 : m the Colorado south- 
shingle in the world, 

4100 oil Jong ail eoinarily 50 feet im thickness. Tn 
the valleys « mentioned the climate is temperate 
and all Ew a fruits flourish luxuriantly: even in 
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winter snow rarely lies on the ground. There are 
patches of wheat, barley, maize, potatoes and alfa: 
irrigation is needed, as spring and summer are almost 
withont rain. In the ine portion, especially to~ 
wards the south, are many fertile valleys, large streams 
and lakes, alternating with immense forests, which en- 
title this region to be called the Argentine Switzerland. 
The groves of apple-trees planted by the Jesuits (from 
1690 to 1766) yield delicious fruit in abundance. In 
the winter from May to August, snow lies usually one 
foot thick, but the lakes are never frozen. 

Lake Nahuel-Huapi covers 700 square miles, being 
6 times the size of Lago Maggiore. There are also 
Lake Huechu, 240 square miles, and Lajar, the latter 
going right through the Andes and its waters i 
their way to the Pacific ocean, near Valdivia. All these 
lakes are about 1,800 or 2,000 feet over the sea-level. 

The river Nenquen, which gives its name to the ter- 
ritory, risés at Pichi-Neuquen in the Andes, and is 
navigable from Chos-Malal to the point where it unites 
with the Limay, near Fort Roea, to form the Rio Negro. 
By this means there is a continuous navigable stream 
from Patagones to Chos-Malal, 690 miles, of which the 
Neuquen counts for 270, The latter is 20 yards wide 
just above its confluence with the Limay, which takes 
its waters from Lake Nahuel-Huapi, 205 miles higher. 
The Limay is navigable as high as Villarino’s rapids, 
for steamers of 8 feet dranght. Another great river 
of this territory is the Colorado, which rises at Lake 
Carré in the Andes and receives on its way eastward 
a considerable affluent, called the Barrancas. 

Among the principal forest trees are three classes of 
beech, white cedar, winter bark and oak, the latter 
frequently attaining a height of 400 feet with trunks 
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8 feet in diameter. There is also a species of pine called 
Arancaria Imbricata, which gives a nut esteemed in 
Chile as a delicacy. Several concessions have been re- 
cently given by the Argenti a pedacie for felling 
timber im this-region, and- unless care be taken the 
forests will be recklessly wasted and destroyed. 

The mineral resources are undoubtedly of the first 
order. Silver ore is found in large quantities all over 
the territory. Gold is found between the Nenquen and 
Barrancas, principally at Magel-Mahuida, Platinam 
has also been found. Coal and petroleum are also to 
he had in large quantities. Dr. Zuber, accompanied 
by Dr, Salas, visited in March 1892 the coal mines 
which the latter gentleman discovered in the Cordilleras, 
between the aftiuents of the rivers Atuel and Diamante. 

Zuber reports that the layers of coal are numerous, 

ying from a width of a few inches to three feet. At 
the Elvira mine the layer acquires a width of 13 feet 
at a very small depth ‘from the surface. The coal is 
imbedded in conglomerate and sand-stone. Dr. Zaber 
thinks that the coal deposits stretch far south to the 
Neuquen. The largest surface quantities are found at 
the junction of the Barrancas and Colorado, and on 
the banks of the Neuquen. 

Th ief industry of the territory consists in fatten- 
ing cattle for the markets of Chile, especially Valdivia 
and Chillan; about 80,000 head are driven yearly over 
the Andes, 300 or 400 miles, by the passes of Antueo, 
Lagunitas, Longuimay, Huechi-Lauquen, Lajar and 
Nahuel-Huapi, the last three being the nearest to Wale 
divia. Some of them are not high, but are rendered 
difficult by forest growth and bogs. The best is Lon- 
guimay, which has been cleared by Government up to 
the Chilian frontier, wooden bridges being placed over 
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difficult streams; its greatest elevation is 4,300 feet ov 
sea-level, its length from Lake Alumine to the Chilian 
town of Victorion 155 miles, and bullock-carts have 
been known to traverse the whole distance. Heretofore 
only cattle were driven across, but sheep have recently 
sold so well at Chillan that one estancia in Neuquen 
has made a contract to deliver 10,000 wethers in 1892: 
Horse-breeding for Chile likewise promises well. Among 
the estancias in Neuqnen are those of Secber, Alsina, 
Rocha, Andrews, Jones, Molina ete. 

Chos-Malal,” the seat of government, is on the north 
bank of the Neuquen, where that river receives the 
waters of the Leubt, which is the highest point nayi- 
gable of the Neuquen, the distances from here being 
as follows: 

1 Miles Vy Mion 
San Ra 260 Buenos Ayres... 660 
Acha 205 Nahuel-Huspi,. 210 
Bahia Blanca. 420 FE. Fort Roca...., 280 

About 20 miles SW. from Chos-Malal is the villag 
of Norqnin, on the Rio Agrio, close to which are the 
mir waters of Copahué, 10,000 feet over sea-level. 
The Green Lake has a temperature of 104 Fahrenheit, 
and the ferruginous springs in the vicinity vary from 
140 to 205 Fahrenheit. The bathing season is from 
December to March, the surrounding country being 
covered with snow during the rest of the year, The 
extinct voleano of Copahué is iles distant; the 
crater, which is a from which the 
river rio takes its rise, 

About midway between Chos-Malal and Lake Nahuel- 
Hnuapi is the pretty little town of Junin, on the west 
bank of the nyer Chimihuin, in a picturesque valley. 
The surrounding country is delightfal; rich pastures, 
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numerous streams of fresh water, abundance of wild 
strawberries and apples, thickets of onk, laurel, pine, ete. 
Junin has local authorities and there are 5 large honses 
of business. 

The great obstacle to the progress of Neuquen is the 
difficulty of communication. A telegraph line exists 
from Roca along the Nenquen as far as the “Paso de 
los Indios'’ (120 miles) but as there is no telegraph 
clerk, it is practically useless: in addition to which the 
intermediate line between Bahia Blanca. Patagones and 
Roca is so ill constructed as to be constantly out of 
order. Postal service beyoud Roca does not éxist; 
now and again letters are couveyed to Chos-Malal or 
Junin. A journey thither is a serious undertaking. 
For the northern part rail can be taken as for as Men- 
doza, and thence the traveller must proceed by ¢oach 
to San Rafael. Here either mules or horses must be 
taken and all baggage carried on pack saddles. For 
the Southern district rail may be taken from Bahia 
Blanca by the North Western line to Hucal; thence 
a stage coach runs once a week to Roca, occupying 
five days in the transit: ten leagues further on the 
confluence of the Limay and Neuquen is reached, and the 
remainder of the journey must be made on horseback, 
with pack animals for the baggage; and in this method 
not more than 30 miles a day can well be accomplished; 
so that to Junin requires another 9 days. The crying 
need of the Neuquen Territory is some improved 
means of access. 
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Territory of Rio Negro. 


This comprises all the country south of the Colo- 
rado down to 42°8. Lat, from the department of Pa- 
tagones to the Neuquen territory, According to the 
Minister’s report (1892) it has an area of 132,000 square 
miles, 20,000 inhabitants and 78 estancias, the stock 
of the latter comprising 400,000 cows, 50,000 horses 
and 2,520,000 sheep. Latzina, however, gives it only 
85,000 square miles. The Rio Negro, which gives its 
name to the territory, is navigable 433 miles, to the 
confluence of the Neuquen and Limay (see p. 189), 
The territory is traversed by the two great rivers, 
Negro and Colorado, which run parallel more than 400 
miles, the distance apart being sometimes less than 
40 miles. It is proposed by Government to irrigate 
the intervening country, say 30,000 square miles, by 
means of canals, connecting the said rivers. There are 
5 state colonies, at Linares, Conesa, Roca, Turco and 
Chelford, each having an area of 25,000 acres, but 
they have not prospered. 

Viedma, the seat of government, is a town of 8,000 
inhabitants on the south bank of the Rio Negro, 0; 
posite Carmen de Patagones (p. 190). It has a chureh, 
schools, bank, shops, ete., and is connected with Buenos 
Ayres by telegraph. The value of products exported 
last year from the department was $1,5f0,000 or 
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£300,000 sterling, that of imports $1,550,000. There 
are in the department 8 chapels and 20 schools, mostly 
under the care of the Salesian Fathers or Don Boseo’s 

institute, who have 400 boys (including many Indians) 
that are learning various trades. Bridges are much 
needed over the Negro, Colorado, Nenquen and Limay. 
Among the villages which are springing into import- 
ance are Pringles and Roca (see Rio Negro route p. 189). 


Territory of Chubut. 


This territory lies between the 42nd and the 46th 
parallel of S. Lat. taking in all the country from the 
Andes to the seaboard. It has an area of 99,000 square 
miles, and about 4,000 inhabitants, deriving all its im- 
portance from the Welsh Colony (see p. 184). Except- 
ing the Chubut valley and the slopes of the Cordillera 
it is a howling wilderness, void of pasture or fresh 
water and covered with pebbles where herds of wander- 
ing guanacoes eke out a scanty subsistence. The Welsh 
colony, fonnded in 1865 near New Bay, covers 100,000 
acres, one-third of which is under wheat. It is con- 
nected with Port Madryn by a railway of 47 miles, 
and the farms of the colonists in 1888 resented a 

value of £330,000 sterling. A new colony, called 
Sixteenth of October, was founded by Mr. Thomas, with 
50 settlers in 1888, at the foot of the Andes, in the 
Corcovado valley, 350 miles west of the town of 
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Rawson ‘Chubut). Close to the new colony is Fofo- 
Cahual, a large joint-stock farm belonging to the 
Chubut Land Colonial Co., established in 1890: it 
covers 3,000 square miles or 2,000,000 acres, has 11,000 
cows, besides sheep etc. and is managed by Mr. 
Somerville, who has a fine house and a staff of English 
ofticials, the peons being natives. The same company 
jas another large establishment 150 miles further north, 
on the shores of Lake Nahuel-Huapi. 


Territory of Santa Cruz. 


This includes all the southern part of Patagonia, 
below the Chubut territory, with an area of 111,000 
square miles. The population does not exceed 800 
souls, including 300 Indians. In the last few years 
sheep-farmers have arrived from the Falkland 
Islands, and there are now 24 sheepfarms between 
Santa Cruz and the Straits of Magellan (see p. 184). 
The river which gives name to the territory is navi- 
uable for vessels of 10 feet draught up to the foot of 
the Andes, say 160 miles (see p. 178). There are 
142,000 s p, 4,000 horses and 9,000 cows. The seat 
of government has been removed from Santa Cruz to 
Gallegos, a village on the river of same name, 120 
miles south of Santa Cruz. 1,640 from Buenos Ayres, 
and 180 miles on this side of Sandy Point. 








sev! 
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Territory of Tierra del Fuego. 


The island was partitioned by the treaty with Chile, 
and the eastern or Argentine part has an area of 8,400 
square miles. The boundary is an imaginary line drawn 
from Cape Holy Ghost in 68: 34 W, Lat. till it reaches 
Beagle Channel. Staten Island is also included in this 
jurisdiction. A full description of Tierra del Fuego 
will be found in Route 33, p. 163. 


REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY. 


This Republic, which is commonly called Banda 
Oriental, is the smallest independent State in South 
America, and the most favoured in point of climate, 
soil and geographical position. It forms a parallelo- 
gram, between 385° and 50° S. lat. and 52° and 58° 
W. long., with an area of 73,126 square miles, or 
one-fourth larger than England and Wales. Its bound- 
aries are—E. Lake Merim and the Atlantic, 8. the 
River Plate, W. the River Uruguay, N. the River Cua- 
reim, Cuchilla Sant’ Ana, and the River Yaguaron, which 
form the boundary with Brazil. The physical outlines 
present a varied aspect, in contrast with the flat pam~- 
pas on the Argentine side of the River Plate, and the 
abundance of wood and water is an immense advantage 
to settlers, whether pastoral or agricultural. The prin- 
cipal chain of hills is the Cuchilla Grande, which comes 
down from Brazil and terminates at Montevideo. The 
coast-line is 625 miles, of which 200 on the Atlantic 
from Chuy to Montevideo, 155 on the River Plate, and 
270 on the Uruguay, offering great facilities to coust- 
ing and sea-going commerce, while the sea-breezes 
from the Atlantic moderate the heat of summer. 

The River Uruguay, which gives its name to the 
Republic, rises in the Serra do Mar, in Brazil, and las 
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a length of 1,020 miles. Its ordinary volume of water 
is less than one-third of that of the Parand, and aver- 
ages 11 million cubie feet per minute, that is, almost 
on a par with the Ganges, 

The Rio Negro divides the Republic into two un- 
equal parts, and has a course of 270 miles from the 
sierras of Tacuarembé to its confluence with the Uru- 
guay below Fray Bentos. The principal affluent is 
the Yi, and there are hundreds of minor note, the 
Negro water-shed covering nearly 50,000 square miles, 
or three-fourths of the Republic. The Arapey, Daiman 
and Queguay are tributaries of the Uruguay, none of 
them navigable. The Santa Lucia falls into the River 
Plate a few miles higher up than Montevideo. Onl 
one lake deseryes to be mentioned, Lake Merim, which 
is 30 miles long, with an area of 100 square miles, 
and is Brazilian territory. 

: is rich and fertile, producing in abundance 
every kind of grain or fruit known in temperate and 
sub-tropical climes, There are numerous settlements 
of Canary Islanders in the departments of Canelones 
and San José, who raise large quantities of grain, chiefly 
wheat, and keep 100 steam and water mills constantly 
busy, The departments most thickly wooded are Salto, 
Paysandi, Cerro Largo, Soriano, Minas and Maldonado; 
the kinds of timber are the same as already described 
in the Argentine Republi The medicmal plants 
somprises poppy, Wormwood, gentian, balsam, coriander, 
camomile, liquorice, marsh-mallow, rosemary, elder and 
sarsaparilla, 

Mineral resources are imperfectly understood; coal 
is supposed to exist in Maldonado and Cerro Largo, in 
connection with the Candiota coal-fields in Rio Grande. 
Marble abounds in Canclones and Maldonado, of which 
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the English Bank und other edifices in Montevideo 
have built their fagades, Cerro Catalanes near Salto 
is famous for agates, crystallizations and pretrifications, 
of which several cargoes have been shipped to Ham- 
burg. Alabaster and limestone are found in many 
places, For some years it was believed that gold a 
silver were abundant, and the town of Minas would 
seem to imply mineral wealth; the mine near Minas 
was worked by the Spaniards for silver, but turned 
out to be sulphuret of lead, on discovering which they 
abandoned it, Gold-washings exist at Cnfapiri and 
Arecui, in the department of Tacuarembé, where Goyo 
Suarez took out 350 ounces of gold-dust; an effort 
was about to be made under Mr. Hubert Bankart, in 
1869, to work these washings on a scientific basis, but 
the company disagreed before the machinery could 
reach its destination. 

The early history of this country is closely connected 
with that of Buenos Ayres. The first inhabitants 
were of the Charrua, Chand and Minuan tribes, some 
of whom killed the first discoverer of the River Plate, 
Juan Diaz de Solis, and these tribes were unmolested 
by the Spaniards during the 16th and 17th centuries. 
A very lucrative smuggling trade was carried on be- 
tween Brazil and La ‘Plata, to encourage which the 
Portuguese built the city of Colonia, in front of Buenos 
Ayres, in the year 1679, from which date the new 
settlement became a bone of contention, changing 
masters repeatedly. To remedy the evil the Governor 
of Buenos Ayres built Montevideo in 1724, giving 
sheep and cattle gratis to settlers in the rural parts; 
this was the beguming of the millions of sheep and 
cattle now spread over the Republic. Colonia was 
taken in 1778, and never afterwards recovered by the 
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The various departments in 1891 shewed as follow: 
Sq. miles, Population. ne ee 

Montevideo 226 234,000 1,035 
Canelones 1,860 73,800 40 
2,720 21,100 8 

2,220 38,200 7 

Soriano. ... 3,610 27,500 8 
Rio Negro. 35320 14,300 4 
Paysandit. 5,190 28,400 5 
Salto 4,940 32,000 6 
Artigas. 4,470 17,800 4 
Rivera . 3,860 19,000 5 
Tacuarembé. . 8,210 22,400 3 
Cerro Larg 5,840 28,000 5 
Durazno 5,590 24,200 5 
Flores. . 1,760 15,300 9 
Florida. 45740 29,500 6 
Minas. . 4,880 22,500 5 
‘Treinta-tre: 3,740 15,700 4 
Rocha, 4,340 17,500 4 
Maldonado ix 20,600 13 
Tora 73,126 701,800 9 


Vital statistics for the 56 years ending 1890 shewed 
the annual averages as compared with other countries 




















thus :— 
Por 1,000 pop. yearly. 
“Dirths, Deaths, Tnerense. 
Urugus 40 19 21 
England be 32 19 13 
Scotland. ...... 33 19 14 
Ireland, ia 23 18 5 
France. 24 22 2 
Germany. 37 25 2 
Australia. 35 14 ar 
Canada. vs 32 18 14 
U, States"... 36 22 14 


Census commissioners find the natural Increase (without immigration) 
to be 14 per 1,000 yearly; the birth and death rates are, however, 
conjectural. 
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The number of immigrants arrived in Montevideo 
has been as follows:— 


Period. No. Per 








yuma. 
183552 36,600 2,030 
1853—72 171,000 8,550 
1873—90 224,000 12,300 
56 years. 431,600 7,600 





Taking the population at 221,000 in 1860 and allow- 
ing natural increase to be 14 per 1,000 yearly it 
would appear that only half the above number of im- 
migrants remained in the country, the rest proceeding 
to the Argentine Republic 

From the bills of mortality it appears that 131 men 
die for 100 women, from which we may infer that the 
population of the Republic is made up thus: 














Males ....2...- 398,000 
Females. 303,800 





Torah... 701,800 


This is a lamentable disproportion of 
comparing with other countries thus: 





s, Uruguay 





Females to 1,000 mates 











763 U. Kingdom... 1,047 
942 France. . 1,004 
965 Germany : 1,039 
Australia 843 Ttaly.. ee. ep 995 








If the marriage table be taken as a guide to the 
component elements of the population we find as 
follows:— 
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Argentines. 
Freuch. 
Various 


Torat, 





Persons married 


The following table she 
marriages per 1,000 inhabitants in each department 
for the year 1890, also the percentage of persons able 
ign the marriage register, this latter shewing the 
relative degree of instruction among the adult popula- 





to 


tion. 


Montevideo . 
Canelone: 
San José. 
Colonia . 
Soriano 
Rio Negro. 
Paysandti 
Salto. . 
Rivera. 
Artigas. .... 
Cerro Largo. 
Tacuarembé. 
Durazno.... 
Flores 
Florida 
Minas. 



















Maldonado. 
Torat... 





Births, 


35°0 
39°8 
56°0 
427 
40°8 
44°6 
4ur2 
382 
35°0 
407 
ar 
4402 
45°5 
3474 
423 
49°8 
4274 
522 
34°9 
39°8 


390, 


4,996 
1,232 
937 
399 
217 
198 
185 
8,164 


Per 1,000 pop. 


Deaths. Marriages, 


24°2 
16:3 
26°5 
19°6 
25°6 
20°4 


Estimated 


population, 


428,000 
106,000 
81,000 
35,000 
19,000 
17,000 
15,800 


701,800 


ws the births, deaths and 


Percentage 
could write, 
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In 5 years ending 1890 the births averaged yearly 
as follows: 


Legitimate. 20,589 
Mlegitimate.....2. 5.109 
TOTAL... 25,608 


The general ratio of illegitimacy was 20 per cent, but 
in the departments of Soriano, Rio Negro and Artigas 
it ranged from to 37 per cent. 

Pastoral industry is the principal occupation of the 
people, but agriculture is also attended to. The fol- 
lowing table shews the live-stock and the tillage area 
of each department:— 


Cows Sheep. Horses. Acres tilled, 
Montevideo, . . = — 
Canelones, ., 30,000 76,000 6,000 

aie 82,000 610,000 6,000, 

Colonia.,.... 138,000 1,098,000 13,000 
Soriano... ++. 193,000 1,684,000 18,000 
Rio Negro.. 406,000 818,000 18,000 
Paysandii..... $97,000 700,000 29,000 

573,000 432,000 37,000 

420,000 415,000 43,000 

262,000 132,000 18,000 

§5 1,000 775,000 34,000 
Cerro Largo . 623,000 476,000 30,000 
Durazno..,-. 233,000 1,807,000 17,000 
Flores .....+ 34,000 1,000 
Florida. .. 167,000 55,000 

241,000 825,000 

342,000 $42,000 
Rocha........ 272,000 423,000 
Maldonado. , 


Tora. 5,281,000 

In the last 30 there has been a remarkable 
increase of sheep, but not of other live-stock, as the 
tables shew, viz:— 
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1860. 
Sheep. 2,590,000 
Cows. 5,220,000 
Horse: 740,000 
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1884. 1890. 
10,540,000 13,760,000 
6,830,000 5,280,000 
670,000 360,000 


The area under crops has been approximately as 











follows :— 
Acres. Value of crops. 
Te8t. 1891. 1884. 1891. 

$ % 
Wheat . 340,000 700,000 3:500,000 7,000,000 
Maize 80,000 200,000 650,000 1,700,000 
Sundries. 120,000 __ 221,000 1,320,000 _ 2,500,000 
TOTAL... §40,000 1,121,000 3,470,000 11,200,000 


The occupations and earnings of the people shew 
approximately as follows, per annum :— 


Agriculture... 
Pastoral products 
‘Transport service 
Sundries. 








$ £ sterling. 
11,200,000 = 2,380,000 
35,100,000 7400000 

3,100,000 ‘660,000 
33,000,000 7,000,000 
82,400,000 17,440,000 


The growth of public wealth since 1884 has been 


very slow, viz:— 


Land... 
Houses. 
Cattle, 


Rallways.. 


Sundries. 
Tora. 









‘1884. 1891. 

# gold. $ gold, 
82,000,000 107,700,000 
137,000,000 148,800,000 
85,000,000 74,000,000 
11,200,000 49,500,000 
91,000,000 __9§,000,000 
406,200,000 475,000,000 


‘This shews an increase of 69 million dollars or 
114,000,000 sterling in 7 years, which is equal to E3 


per inhabitant. 


Wealth compared with population as follows :— 
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$ gold. $ per inhab. 
1856 201,600,000 1,240 
1884 406,200,000 852 
1891 475;000,000 722 


The ratios of revenue and public 
tant at various dates were:— 


debt per 


$ per inhabitant. * 


Year, 
1840 
1860 
1880 
1891 





152 


inhabi- 


The returns of property-tax for 1890 “shew as. fol- 





low: 
No. of 

property-holders. 
22,774 
8,246 
74158 


Orientals... .. 





Brazilian 
French . 
British 
Argentines . 
Varlous. .. 


TOTAL... 











Value, $ gold. 


119,200,000 
333900,000 
30,000,000 
35,400,000 
15,800,000 

7,000,000 
8,700,000 
$,900,000 


256,300,000 


The crisis of 1890, following the “boom” of 1888 
and 1889 was attended by a fall of 50 per cent in the 


value of real estate. 


Year. Properties sold. Amount $ 
1889 9,656 63,600,000 
1890 9.616 29,300,000 


The amount of mortgages 


Average, § 


6,600 
43,010 


registered in 1890 was 


$22,600,000, against $27,800,000 in the preceding year, 


* These are more than ordinary gold dollars, being worth 51 pence 


English. 
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The distribution of property in the several depart- 
ments is as follows: 





Gold dollars, 
















“T nd. Tlouses. Cattle. Total. = 

Montevideo... - 119,300,000 - 119,300,000 
Canelones, 7,350,000 3,050,000 500,000 10,900,000 
San José 3,500,000 1,700,000 1,700,000 6,900,000 
Colo 4,800,000 2,700,000 3,000,000 10,500,000 
Soriano, 7,100,000 2,800,000 4,600,000 14,500,000 
Rio Nej 6,100,000 900,000 5,200,000 ‘12,200,000 
9,200,000 _ 4,300,000 6,900,000 20,400,000 

9,600,000 " 3,100,000 6,400,000 —_ 19,100,000 

6,700,000 600,000 5,100,000 12,400,000 

3,700,000 300,000 2,900,000 6,900,000 

Cerro Largo... 6,700,000 1,500,000 6,800,000 15,000,000 
cuarembd. . 8,000,000 1,100,000 6,600,000 15,700,000 
Durazno ..... 7,000,000 ‘1,600,000 100,000 13,700,000 
Flores........ 3,900,000 800,000 2,800,000 7,500,000 
Florida ...... 7,900,000 ‘1,400,000 3,700,000 13,000,000 
§,200,000 1,500,000 3,700,000 10,400,000 

44,000,000 700,000 4,200,000 8,900,000 

4,520,000 900,000 3,600,000 9,000,000 

Maldonado . 400,000 600,000 1,200,000 _ 4,200,000 








Tora 107,650,000 148,850,000 74,000,000 330,500,000 
The following table shews the ratios of wealth re- 
venue and debt per inhabitant in various countries:— 


$ gold per inhabitant. 














Wealth, Revenue, 
Uruguay, 765 2 
Argentina, ..... 590 11 
U. Kingdom... 1,185, 22 
France... . 1,075 20) 
Germany 672 20 
Italy . 480 16 
Spain... 710 12 
Belgium . 805 12 
U. States 1,010 12 
Canada..... 940 10 
Australia. . . 1,780 36 
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In the foregoing table all national and provincial 
(but not municipal) revenues and debts are included. 
The revenue receipts for 1890 compare with thove 


for 1886 as follows :— 


Customs. . 
Property-iax . 
Municipal rates 
Sundries... 


Tora 


The estimates of expenditure were:— 


$ gold. 
1836, 
6,440,000 
1,820,000 
870,000 
2,590,000 
20,000 


$ gold. 


ee 


Debt . 
War. 
Interlor 
‘Sundries 


186. 
41,730,000 
3,620,000 
3,150,000 


1290, 
11,080,000 
1,720,000 
890,000 
30,000 
17,420,000 


1890. 
6,010,000 
3:490,000 
2,030,000 
3,850,000 

14,590,000 


The actual expenditure, however, was much in ex- 


cess of the estimates, 
increase of debt. Th 
summed up as follo 
Receips 
$ 
8,000,000 
10,000,000 
21,000,000 
32,000,000 
65,000,000 


1831—4o 


This 
finances of 60 years may be 


the 1 


appears 


Expended 
$ 

11,500,000 
,000,000 
900,000 
$9,000,000 
79,000,000 
170,200,000 
368,700,000 


10 


from the rapid 


600,000 
1490,000 
106,200,000 


106,200,000 


years averaged 


$17,000,000, receipts $11,500,000, leaving an enormons 


deficit. 


An arrangement was made with the London 
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lond-holders in 1892 to reduce the interest on the 
debt by one-half. 

The commerce of the Republic since 1851 shews as 
follow 





Annual average, $ gold. 





Period. Tmports Exports, Total. 
1851—60 8,700,000 8,400,000 17,100,000 
1861—70 12,900,000 11,500,000 24,400,000 
1871—80 16,700,000 15,600,000 32,300,000 
1881—90 25,100,000 24,100,000 49,200,000 

1890 32,400,000 29,100,000 61,500,000 
1891 18,900,000 26,900,000 45,800,000 


The trade-returns of 1890 were as follows:— 


Imports from Exports to Total, $ 














G. Britain... 8,800,000 3,900,000 -—12,700,000 
France . §,100,000 6,100,000 _—11,200,000 
Germany 2,800,000 1,000,000 3,800,000 
Brazil 2,500,000 3,300,000 5,800,000 
Belgium 1,500,000 3,100,000 4,600,000 
U. States. . 2,400,000 2,000,000 4,400,000 
aly, 2,600,000 {400,000 3,000,000 
Spain 2,200,000 200,000 2,400,000 

4,500,000 9,100,000 _ 13,600,000 








Torat.... $2,400,000 29,100,000 61,500,000 


The trade of the several ports shewed thus:— 





Imports. Exports, Total, $ 
Montevideo 28,700,000 16,600,000 45,300,000 
200,000 3,700,000 3,900,000 

1,000,000 2,300,000 3,300,000 

‘800,000 2,900,000 3,700,000 

: $00,000 1,900,000 2,400,000 

Other ports... 1,200,000 1,700,000 __2,900,000 





Torat. 


32,400,000 29,100,000 61,500,000 





Imports and exports in 1890 were:— 
8B 


REPUBLIC 


or 


URUGUAY 





Wines. . 
Groceries, 
Dry gouds.. 
Hardware 
Sundries... - 


Toran 


Shipping 


Montevideo 
Other ports. 


Torat.. 


1881—85 

1S86—87 

1988—89 
1890 


10 years 


The 


above 


ce 


Lusports 
$ gold. 
4,410,000 
6,780,000 
5,300,000 
8,680,000 
7,230,000 
32,900,000 


returns shew 


Sea~golng 
5 1,810,000 


3¢ 


1,840,000 
The current of bullion is reported 
returns of Montevideo 


Hides, 


Wool. 
Meat 
Grain, 


Sundries,...... 


TOTAL. .- + 


as follow: 


Tonnage entries 


Com 


200 


6,0 


as follows: 


Imported 
sterling. 


720,000 
2,060,000 
3,080,000 

910,000 


12,870,000 


un 


hardly 


ke reli 


asthng. 


3,890,000. 


100 
10,000 7,850,000 


in the customs- 


Exported 
£ sterling, 
7,630,000 
3,220,000 
4,080,000 

10,000 


16,840,000 


jable, as it shews a 


continuous ontflow of bullion during the last 10 years. 


In May 18% 


working shewed 


Co. 
Central Uruguay. 
North Eastern 
Northern 
Easter: Extension 
North Western 
Midland Uroguay. 
Uruguay Northern 
Tora. 


Extension 


an official 
allows: 


as 


Miles. 
196 
76 
183 
129 
13 
198 
7 


return 


Cost, £ 
2,700,000 
800,000 
1,650,000 
1,160,000 
,380,000 
1,850,000 


of the railways in 


Do. per 
mile, £ 
13,800 


10,500 
9,000 


Yearly 
guarantee, £ 
31,000 
103,000 
72,000 
28,500. 
111,000 
40,000 
385,000 
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The guarantee was 7 per cent on a cost of £8,000 
a mile, but the Government has made an arrangement 
with the Companies by which the interest is reduced 
one-half; the guarantees now running amount only to 
500 per annum, The Central Uruguay Co. com- 
muted the guarantee on the main line in 1880. Be- 
sides the above there is a short line of 15 miles from 
Montevideo to Santa Lucia bar. Some of the above 
lines are extensions of the Central Uruguay, and the 
whole system may be summed up thus:— 















Miles. Route. 

Cent. Urugua 358 Montevideo to Rivera. 

San Jose brarich. 21 25 Agosto to San José. 

North Eastern 148 Montevideo to Treinta Tres. . 

Minas branch. 78 Toledo to Minas. 

Midland Uruguay . 198 Rio Negro to Salto. 

North-Western 113 Salto to Santa Rosa. 

Northern . 7 Cabellos to S. Eugenio. 

Corrales. 15 Montevideo to $. Lucia bar. 
Torat,.. 1,002 





The Central Uruguay was commenced in 1868, and 
opened to traffic as follows:— 





Miles. Date. 
Piedras. 1 1869 
Durazno 130 1874 
Rio Negro... 196 1887 
Rivera eee. oee 358 1892 


A branch was thrown out to San José, 21 miles, in 
1876, in the direction of Colonia, but proceeded no 
further. The North-Eastern was begun in 1883; the 
Minas branch was opened in 1889, and the main line 
to Treinta-tres in 1892; thus making a total of 605 
miles of the Central line and the lines and branches 
over which it has control. 

The Midland is properly a prolongation of the Central 
Urngnay from the Rio Negro in a north-west direc- 
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tion to Paysandii and Salto, 198 miles: it was 
in 1888, and the final section completed to Salto in 
November 1890. 

The North-Western was begun in 1872, to connect the 
port of Salto with the Brazilian frontier at Santa 
Rosa, on the river Cuareim, and although only 118 
miles long it took 15 years for completion. 

The Northern starts from Cabellos station, 80 miles 
from Salto, on the Santa Rosa line, terminating at 
San Eugenio, on the Brazilian frontier. It was began 
in 1889 and concluded in 1891. 

Some of the preceding lines have called for much 
engineering skill, the most remarkable bridges being: 

Name Line 
Juan Chaso.. Central Urnguay... 
Yi 
Ampey 
Solis. 


Feet tn length. 


1345 
> : 2,050 
North-Western ...... 1,250 
Eastern Extension... 742 


Dayman. 
Queguay. 
Salsipuedes . 


Midian E 1485 
. ‘ : 660 
. PEs ae 1,036 


Northern... sss s0 0s ‘990 


Cuaré. 


Although the various lines have been of great utility 


in developing the resources of the country they cannot 
be regarded as successful. The Central Uruguay system 
earns a little over 2 per cent on the cost of construc- 
tion, the other lines much less. They may be all summed 
up thus: 

Centrat Uruguay. Other tines 
Mileage. ..... 605 397 
No, of passengers . $60,000 70,000 
Tons carried 420,000 90,000 
Receipts, 301,000 80,000 
Expenses £ 160,000 75,000 
Net profit 141,000 5,000 
Capital cost £ 6,309,000 4,200,000 


‘Total. 
1,002 
630,000 
$10,000 
381,000 
235,000 
146,000 
10,500,000 
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The net return on the total capital is less than 114 
per cent, which is nearly the same as in Argentina: 
the returns compare with other countries thus :— 


Profit on Railway eapit J. 











Uruguay 140 U. Kingdom 4710 
Argentina. 1°35 France... 3°80 
Canada . 170 Germany . 5+10 
Australia, « 3°30 Ttaly .... 2°50 
U. States . 310 India. 5°20 
The criminal returns for 1890 shew the following 
arrests: 

Montevideo. Departments. Total. 

29 7 106 

736 350 1,086 

522 044 1,666 

621 735 1,356 

1,201 2,435 3,636 

3,309 4541 7,850 





The item “various” comprises many minor offences, 
and the annual number of criminals tried may be taken 
as 4,214, which compares with Prof. Bodio’s tables of 
crime in Europe as follows :— 


Criminals tried 





Do. per 
million population. 


yearly. 
Uruguay 4214 6,020 
U. Kingdom. 78,438 2,060 
France . 76,876 2,005 
Italy. 127,382 43240 








The returns of public schools shew thus:— 


1887. 18890. 
School: 366 470 
Pupils 30,572 38,747 
Expenditure. $513,000 684,000 
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There were also in 1890 no fewer than 407 private 
schools, counting 21,410 pupils: this makes a total of 
61,000 children receiving education or nearly 9 per 
cent of the population, as compared with 6 per cent 
in Argentina. 


Post-office returns shew as follows :— 


Lotters . 
Post-cards 
Newspapers. . 
Samples etc, 


1385, 
3,149,000 
29,000 
8,880,000 
150,000 


1860, 
6,520,000 
68,000 
14,350,000. 


TOTAL, « 12,199,000 


Postal revenue, . $163,000 


The telegraph lines are as foll 


te. 


jino-Brazilera 


River Plat 

W. Brazilian 

Telephonic, 
TOTAL. 

Railway lines. . 


Gann Torat... 


The 
follows 


» are two Telephone Compani 


shew as 
Monteridean, Netlomal, 
2,000 
1,359 
6,000 


Miles wire 
Subseribers. 
Messages daily 


2,500 
1,850 
11,000 


The uniform charge is $4 a month per honse. 
According to the office of Patentes or tradeicenses 


the capital used in trade is as follows:— 
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Capital, $ Hands. 
Montevideo. 85,400,000 21,600 





















Canelones . 1,590,000 1,940 
Jos ‘960,000 750 
Colonia 1,540,000 1,130 
Soriano. '980,000 490 
Durazno . 1,150,000 580 
Maldonado ‘480,000 450 
Rocha. : $40,000 340 
Salto 3: 1,990,000 1,300 
5 2,780,000 1,730 

Rio Negro 470,000 780 
Cerro Largo. 1,090,000 420 
Rivera ‘460,000 180 
‘Tacuarembo . 350,000 560 
Treinta Tres. 470,000 360 
850,000 1,005 

680,000 545 

540,000 145, 

490,000 300 

102,810,000 34,605 


The army numbers 4,000 men, and costs $820 or 
£165 per man, the average being £100 in Europe. The 
navy consists of a few small vessels. There are 14 
light-houses in the waters of the republic. 


MONTEVIDEO. 


This city has a most attractive appearance, whether 
seen frum a vessel entering port, or on the land side 
from the Cerrito, nor is the favourable impression re- 
moved on nearer examination. Standing as it does on 
a tongue of land between the bay and the Atlantic, 
its streets are swept by cool sea-breezes, and it enjoys 
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pre-eminently the pleasantest climate in South America. 
It is, moreover, the best built city in the con- 
tinent, and the value of honse-property compared with 
population is very high. Its commerce is no less re- 
markable. If we compare the value of house-property 
in various cities we find:— 
§ gold. $ per inhab. 

Montevideo ... 126,500,000 334 

Buenos Ayres .. 250,000,000 465 

Berlin. s..e+es.+ 760,000,000 540 

Vienna. ....s5++ 490,000,000 624 

Sydney. ss... 432,000,000 1,170 

Melbourne. ....+ 42,000,000 1010 


No other city in South America has greater advan- 
tages in geographical position. If a proper port had 
been constructed 50 years ago, a considerable portion 
of the world’s commerce would have flowed hither, 
and Montevideo would to-day be another Singapore. 
Unhappily the bay got worse by degrees, the depth 
of water having diminished 5 feet in 70 years, and 
the roadstead outside the Cerro is so exposed as to be 
one of the most dangerous in the world. 

The Cerro, or mount, which gave Montevideo its 
name, is the most prominent object, rising to a height 
of 505 feet, and ble 12 miles out at sea. On the 
summit is a light-house, in the middle of an old 

panish fort which has been frequently used as a prison 
for political offenders; the sides of the hill are steep, 
but not precipitous, and a handful of men could hold 
the fort against an army; during the 9 years’ si 
of 1842 , General Oribe was unable te take at. 
The revolving light on the top is visible 25 miles sea- 
ward. The bay is here nearly two miles wide, this 
being the mouth, and as it trends inward it takes the 





MONTEVIDEO 


form of a horse-shoe with easy accommodation for 500 
vessels at anchor, the depth of water rarely exceeding 
15 feet. The saladeros of the Cerro kill 200,000 cattle 
yearly, and in the season, when the wind comes from 
that ‘quarter, the smell in Montevideo is disagreeable, 
Rat Island, which was formerly the Lazzaretto, is now 
a depot for inflammable materials, the quarantine station 
having been removed to Flores Island, in the direction 
of Maldonado. 

Montevideo was founded May 1, 1717, the feast of 
the Apostles SS. Philip and James, by the Governor 
of Buenos Ayres, Don Mauricio Zavala, who compelled 
the Portuguese to retire. It was only a military post 
till 1726, when Don Francisco Alzeibar introduced a 
number of families from the Canary Islands, to whom 
the Governor of Buenos Ayres gave sheep and cattle 
gratis. When the monopoly of Cadiz was abolished 
in 1778, this place was made a free port, its commerce 
rising to such an amazing magnitude that 14 years 
later it was the greatest port in all South America, 
with a trade of more than 7 million dollars. But for 
the Independence and the secession from Buenos Ayres 
in 1815, it would have progressed more rapidly than 
it has done:— 


Commerce, 
Date. Tomports. Exports. Total. Populee jo 


$ thon. $ 
1792 2,993,000 4,1$1,000 7,144,000 15,200 476 
1836 5,200,000 §,430,000 10,630,000 23,400 444 
1838 7,400,000 7,200,000 14,600,000 60,200 242 
1872 15,500,000 9,600,000 25,100,000 105,300 238 
1882 15,600,000 10,000 24,100,000 120,000 233 
1890 28,700,000 16,600,000 45,390,000 220,000 206 


The city covers 1,600 cuadras or 3,200 acres, be- 
sides which the snburbs of Union, Paso Molino and 
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Cerro comprise 20,000 acres. There are in all 15,000 
honses, which are supplied with water from Santa 
Lucia, the water-pipes having a length of 150 miles, 
and gas-pipes over 100 miles: the number of street- 
lumps reaches 4,000. 

The Cabildo, in Plaza Constitucion, serves for 
senate-house and Police-courts. The Legislature consists 
of 19 Senators and 69 Deputies, the former elected 
for 6, the latter for 3, years. On the sonth side of 
the same square is the Matriz or cathedral, consecrated 
by Bishop Lue of Buenos Ayres in 1904, its towers 
rising to a height of 138 feet, that is 225 feet over 
sea-level. Uruguay was included in the diocese of 
Buenos Ayres till 1869, when Dr, Vera was made first 
bishop of Montevideo. The Matriz is dedicated to SS. 
Philip and James, and has a good organ by Telford, 
of Dubli 

The Sisters of Charity have a large convent and 
chapel in the Calle San José; this is the head house 
of the order in the River Plate, and has French, na- 
tive and English ladies. There is another order, called 
Daughters of Chi omposed chiefly of Italian ladies, 

1 work done by these devoted women is be- 

tal. They have the best schools for girly on 

s of the River Plate.* During the terrible 

of 1856 at Montevideo, of 1867 and 1871 at 

es, and in the military hospitals at Cor- 

rientes during the Paraguayan war of 1865—70, they 
rendered the most splendid services, numbers of them 
dying at their post. They have schools, lunatic asylums, 
orphanages, and hospitals in all the Argentine territory, 


‘The nuns of the Sacred Heart have recently established similar 
schools at Buenos Ayres. 
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as well as in Uruguay. There is also a convent of 
Salesas nuns in Calle Canelones, with a stately chapel, 
decorated with the richest marbles; it was founded in 
1856, and has an excellent boarding-school; in the chapel 
there is a fine altar-piece brought from Rome, a pre- 
sent from the Jackson family. 

One of the handsomest buildings in the new town is 
the church: of the Immaculate Conception, bnilt in 1858 
by the milkmen, market gardeners, etc., and common| 
called the church of the Bascos. Another new churel 
is that of San Francisco, near the Oriental Hotel, begun 
in 1863, and not yet quite completed. 

The English church, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, 
in the Calle Santa Teresa, was built by the late Samuel 
Lafone, Admiral Sir John Purvis laying the first stone 
in 1847, on the site of a battery taken by the British 
in 1807. It has a Grecian front, with the Ten Com- 
mandments in Spanish on the tympanum. There is a 
stained glass window to the wife of Mr. Lafone. Divine 
service at 11 a.m, on Sundays. Last year a hall was 
built alongside the church and named “The Lafone 
Memorial Hall’ in memory of the founder of the 
Church. 

Catholic sailors attend Mass on Sundays at the Cari- 
dad chapel, which is attached to the hospital; there 
is generally an English priest connected with the 
hospital who preaches in English on Sunday mornings. 

Hospital de Caridad in Calle 25 de Mayo is one of 
the finest institutions of the kind, and has about 600 
beds: it is under the charge of the Sisters of Charity 
of the order “del Huerto”, the medical attendant being 
Dr, Louis Flenry, surgeon-general to the army, a native 
of Dublin, It was founded in 1825, and is supported 
by a State lottery. The returns for 1890 shew:— 
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Admitted. ...... 6,840 ‘ - 491 
Died....,,.+05- 635 —_Ttalians. 1,683 
Discharged...... 5,706 Spaniards 1,770 
Unier treatment, 489 Various ..., 1,896 
TOrAL... 6,840 Totat.... 6840 
The principal diseases were 
Died. 
Phthisis 5-4 232 
Bronchitis .... 2 
Rhoumatism z5 
Wounds cee. es 9 
Accidents... 8 
Various .. +++ 354 
ToTAL..... 635 


The British hospital, founded in 1857, is near the 
former, at the water's edge: the present fine building 


was put up in 1867, by private subscription, at a cost 
of $36,000. It has 60 beds, in 5 wards, and is under 
the eare of Dr. Jamieson. 

The climate is warm and agreeable. De Moussy’s 
observations for 10 years give the following:— 


Quarter ending Pubrenbelt.  arometer, Talnfll, inebes 
February 28th 7 7 8-7 
May 31st 5 13-8 
Anguat 31st 5 ? 10°0 
November 30th. ; ins 
Years... : 76: 4470 

The highest and lowest readings in the years 1884 

to 1886 were: 


Rainfall 
of year. 


1884 38-0 
1885 3 37°70 
1886 5 36° 

The university, in Calle Uruguay, has 65. professors 
and the following number of students: 
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In Lay . 168 
* Maibematics .,.. 21 
+ Medicine.....,- 93 


TOTAL ese 282 


There is also a preparatory school with 856 boys, 
making a grand total of 638. 

The Bolsa or Exchange is one of the finest build- 
ings in South America, being a copy of that of Bor- 
deaux, at the corner of Calle Zavala und Piedras; it 
was built in 1863, at a cost of $160,000. The hall is 
decorated with the flags of all nations, in fresco. At 
a short distance, in Calle Zavala, is the River Plate 
Telegraph Co, office under the direction of Chevalier 
John Oldham, the father of Met ie coe science in these 
countries, who laid the first cable between Montevideo 
and Buenos Ayres in October 1866: this company has 
paid dividends as high &s 20 per cent, Messages are 
received in all languages, and for all parts of the world, 

The Correo or General Post-office is in Calle Sarandi: 
it despatches 22 million letters and papers yearly. 
Strangers should have a passport, visiting card or some 
document to shew their identity, when applying for 
letters. In front was formerly the Museum, bnt now 
removed to one of the wings attached to the Solis 
Theatre: it was founded by Dr. Vilardebé in 1830, and 
to it is attached a State Library, founded in 1833 by 
Perez Cera: 

There are 7 newspapers published daily, the oldest 
being the Telégrafo Maritimo, a shipping zette 
founded by Juan Buela in 1852. There are two English 
papers, one daily and one weekly. The total circulation 
of daily papers is supposed to average 10,000 copies. 

All ‘the foreign communities have their respective 
clubs: the British is in Plaza Constitucion and strangers 
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are allowed a free ticket for 30° days, The German 
Frohsinn is chiefly deyoted to music. The most fashion- 
able is the club Uruguayo in Plaza Matriz, which gives 
grand balls. 

The principal theatre is the Solis Opera-honse, built 
in 1856 at a cost of £52,000, with a Doric front and 
spacious ite holding 3,000 Spectators. The Cibils 
theatre in Calle Piedras holds 1,200, and is used for 
comedy. 

There are 7 banks, the oldest and one of the best 
being the Banco Commercial, which used to have an 
issue of $1,500,000, bat some time ago called in its 
notes, The issue and specie reserve of the other banks 
in Angust 1891 were as follows:- 


Issue, $ Specie, $ 
London.......++ 2,240,000 4,760,000 
English. : 890,000 
Ttalian eR 220,000 
Spanish... 190,000 
Ortental, 
Natio 
TOTAL. «20+ 


The Banco Commercial was founded in 1858, capi- 
tal £400,000 sterling, by Jackson, O'Neill and other 
local capitalists, and has been successfully managed by 
Mr. Ingouville for more than 80 years. The London 
and River Plate bank, founded in 1863, is a superb 
edifice in Calle Cerrito, having cost £30,000, with 
marble pillars from Maldonado, The National Bank 


was started by Argentine capitalists in 1888, with # 
capital of $12,000, or £2,400,000 sterling, and be- 
came insolvent in 1840. its notes being now meonyer- 
tible: a fanciful balance-sheet was published in October 
1891 as follows: 
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$ 
Discounts. 6.06. .2005 19,200,000 
Mortgages ........5 17,600,000 
Cash. +8 50,000 
Total assets... 36,850,000 

$ 
6,330,000 
760,000 
7,090,000 








Total liabilities 





It is well known that most of the discounts and 
mortgages are either worthless or unavailable, and that 
the surplus of assets is purely figurative: shares are 
at present at 80 per cent discount. 

There are 4 markets; the best is that adjoining the 

s theatre: it was built by Mr. Thomas Havers in 
, for the Municipality, at a cost of £80,000 ster- 
, and covers two acres. Meat costs usually 6 cents 
or three-pence per pound: the consumptiom of the city 
in 1889--90 averaged as follows: — 














Tons. Lis. per inhab, 

Beef. 24,700 247 

Mutton. : 1,020 10 
Torat.... 25,720 257 


The fruit market is well supplied, pears sometimes 
weighing 10 Ibs. a dozen. Some of Tomkinson’s pears 
have been sent home to Covent Garden, London, where 
they sold for £3 a dozen. 

There are 40 charitable associations, counting 12,000 
members, who spend $250,000 yearly in works of be- 
nueficence. There are (including the hospitals already 
mentioned) 9 charitable institutions, maintained partly 
ly public endowment, partly by private subscriptions, 
and containing usually 4,000 inmates. The Asilo de 
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Mendigos or poor-asylum has 340 inmates; death-rate 
16 per cent per annum; the Foundling Asylum receives 
280 infants yearly, of whom 53 per cent die. 
The Lunatic Asylum in the suburb of Union, shewed 
as follows: 
Mon 
Dec, 1883 37 
> 1886 319 
. 1888 350 
1890 434 


There was an increase of 35 per cent from 1886 to 
1890, part of which was due to the frenzied speeula- 
tions of the intervening years. 

The Custom-house stands close to the site of Fort 
San José or Rompe ©) The officials are very civil 


and not over-strict in examining Inggage. Hard by is 
the mag: ent hotel built by the Obras Co., with 
fine baths attached, at a cost of £120,000 sterling. 
The old Fort above-mentioned was the point from 
which the fortifications called Bovedas (casemates) 
started in opposite directions, encircling the town, which 
terminated where the Plaza Independencia now stands: 
some traces of them are stil sible near Jackson's 
barraca. They were constructed by 2,000 Indians from 
Misiones, who were 7 years at the work and received 
no pay, as the Jesuits always insisted on their people 
giving military or other service to the King gratis 

vor required, So strongly were they made, that 

juired 9 days’ cannonading by Gen. Auchmuty, 
in 1807, before a breach was effected. It is needless 
to add that our countrymen, under Cols. Brownrigg, 
Butler, Brown and Vassal gallantly captured Monte- 
video with heavy loss, two of the above commanding 
officers being among the killed. 
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The city gus-works, at the foot of the Calle Andes, 
are worth visiting. They cover 2 acres on the shore, 
and are protected by strong sea-walls; the manager is 
Mr. Thomas F. Lane 

Mani’s dry-dock adjoins the gasworks, and is a 
good specimen of marine engineering, It was com- 
menced by Mr. Cock, C.., in 1869, and finished in 
1878, much blasting naying been done, without any 
accident. English and Spanish war-vessels have been 
overhauled here, as well as Brazilian ironelads, for it 
admits vessels of 275 feet keel, 45 beam and 12 draught, 
The depth of water at entrance is 17 feet, and there 
is hydraulic power to pump the dock dry in 4 hours, 

Gounonilhou'’s dry-dock at the foot of Calle Mayo 
and entrance of the bay was opened in 1870 the pro- 
prietor being an old “Prouch resident. Its length is 
300 feet, and it does much business. 

Jackson and Cibils’ dock at the Cerro was made in 
1874—78, and 1s thus deseribed: “It is Luilt on a 
granite rock, is 450 feet long, 80 wide, and can admit 
a vessel drawing 24 foet; it is lined with hewn stone, 
with grooves to the bottom. In the centre is a gate, 
so that two docks are formed when necessary. hen 
the iron gate is closed it can be pumped out in 8 hours 
by means of a 40 horse-power engine. A granite 
breakwater outside protects the docks from the S.E., 
and also serves as a wharf for loading and unlouding 
vessels, ‘This breakwater is 380 feet long by 83 wide, 
and consists of blocks weighing 10 tons “each.” 

There is a breakwater at the matadero, near the 
Aguada, which cuts off a portion of the bay, and serves 
asa viaduct for the Central Uruguay Railway. It 
was constructed in 1868—70, is 11 feet high, 67 feet 
thick, and 2,000 yards long, having cost $600,000, but 
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the Government allowed Messrs. Fynn & Oo. to keep 
the reclaimed area, about 40 cuadras or 60 aeres, 
which diminished the cost. 

There are 8 lines of tramway, in all 107 miles of 
rails, which carry 20 million passengers yearly, employ- 
ing nearly 4,000 horses and mules, 

The traffic returns in 1890 shewed as follows 


Name Miles of rails, Journess Tasengen, — Hariges 
Unlon. 2.2.4.5 2 x 4,800,000 633 
Paso Molino... 0 344 33290,000 629 
Oriental. ....... 600 4,260,000. TR 
Reducto. 500 2,540,000 550 
astern. 2.02.4 2,432,000 300 
Northern. 36, 1,560,000 400 
Poditos ......5 ‘ $7,900 1,220,000 420 
Montevidean 5 10,400 200,000 250 


Toran... 107 695,900 20,300,000 3,894 


The Union line shewed the following growth of 
traffic: 


Year, Passengers, 
1870 387,000 
1880 1,264,000 
1890 ‘ 4,799,000 


The receipts of the said line in 1891 were $194,000, 
expenditure $141,000, leaving a dividend of $53,000 
or 6°62 per cent on the capital ($800,000), the average 
dividend for the years 1884—89 having been over 8 
per cent. 

The traveller should pay a visit to Union village, 
pleasant: suburb, 5 miles north of the city, overlooking 
the coast in the direction of Pando, Tram-cars rin 
every five minutes from the Custom-Honse and Plaza 
Independencia 

The boulevard 18 de Julio is incomparably the finest 
street in South America, and terminates at the Candon 
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suburb. There are many pretty country-houses along 
the route to Union, and close to this place is the prin- 
cipal race-ground of the city, 

Paso Molino is the most fashionable suburb. Tram- 
cars start from Calle 25 de Mayo, running down by the 
Aguada, and Calle Rondeau, after which they the 
hill of Bella Vista, and from this point there is a wide 
view of the city and bay, Along the road we pass some 
beautiful country-houses, surrounded by gardens and 
plantations. The village of Paso Molino has an hotel, 
several shops, an ancient chapel, and a bridge where the 
pass or ford formerly existed. It is said the Jesuits had 
a mill here, and hence the name of the village. Crossing 
the bridge we come to the quintas of Hughes, Barnett 
and Castro; the first was built by the late Richard 
Hughes, an Englishman who took a great interest in the 
advancement of the country. The Castro quinta is one 
of the finest {n South America, with lakes, lawns and 
plantations, open to visitors. No quinta, however, could 
compare with that of the late Joseph Buschenthal, so 
well known for his princely hospitality, whose house 
is now an hotel. The Jackson family have a fine 

inta, with large plantations, in the direction of Cer 
rito. Here Mr. Jackson has built « magnificent chapel 
in the Horid Gothic style, to which is attached an 
orphanage under the care of the Sisters of Charity, 
the whole founded and maintained by Mr. Jackson and 
his sisters, containing #0 little girls. The country is 
undulating as we approach the Cerrito, the view from 
which is thus described by an English traveller: 

*At our feet lay the of Montevideo, spread out 
as on a map, the ocean forming the background. A 
thousand vessels were at anchor in the bay. To the 
right rose the Cerro, crowned with a fortress 500 feet 








612 REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY 





over the water, and numberless gardens and conn! 
houses between us and the city added a charm to 
pictnre, while the white surf along the coast completed 
a coup @oil of remarkable beauty and animation” 

On the road from Cerrito to the city is Margat's 
famous nursery, the property of an industrious snd 
intelligent Frenchman, who has acclimatised eyory 
fruit, shrub or vegetable of Europe. 

Playa Ramirez is a favourite watering-place im the 
summer months. Tyam-cars start from the Mereado del 
Puerto, and the line keeps eastward along the coast till 
reaching Playa Ramirez. This is a smooth sandy beach, 
crowded with bathers in the summer mouths, for whose 
use there are hundreds of bathing-machines, bat there 
is at times a fearful current off-shore, and many per 
sons have been drowned. Overlooking the rocky head 
land of Punta Carretas is the quinta of Mr. Byans, 
with rare plants and wild beasts; the owner has enter 
tained at times the foreign diplomatic agents, as well 
as distinguished tray . The best strawberries are 
grown in the sandy soil from here to Buceo, This | 
place takes its name of #diving-ground” from the ei 
cumstance that in 1752 a Spanish vessed called La Lue 
was lost here with a cargo of bullion, much of whieh 
was recovered by diving. The coast view is very fine, 
and the hills of Maldonado, 900 feet high and 90 miles 
distant, may be clearly discerned. Bathing is offen 
dangerons, the surf running high. The sea-Water at 
Buceo is much more salty than at Playa Ramirez, and 
the air is bracing. 

Pocitos is another fashionable bathing place and & | 
greatly patronized by the Porteios. Trams from Galle | 
Cindadela every ten minutes. 


If the traveller can spare the time he should deyote | 
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a couple of days to visiting the model-farms of Du- 
plessis, Juanicd, Tomkinson, Lecocq and Esteves, all 
within a few miles of the city, Lecocq’s establish- 
ment, near the Piedras station on the Central Uraguay 
Railway, is the result of 30 years of patient skill, pos- 
sessing » number of Angora goats, alpacas, and other 
acclimatized animals. The frnit-garden of the late 
Mr. Hitrs m is one of ie at remarkable in the 
world, for ripe pears may lucked in it any day in 
the year. Strangers should bs visit the vied of 
Messrs. Meikle & Oo. at the foot of Oalle Florida to see 
the fish for the city markets landed, any afternoon. 

The Cerro is a most interesting excursion, and may 
be reached by steam-ferry every hour, from the 
Custom-house. The best time for ascent is early morn- 
ing, and if possible the stranger should sea the sun 
rise, but in order to do so a row-boat must be taken, 
the steamer not plying so early. At the foot of the 
hill are a number of saladeros and the large coal depits 
of Wilson Sons & Co. and the Widow Braga, and the 
Engineering workshops of Messrs. F. L. Humphreys 
& Co., around which has sprung up a town, The 
ascent is not fatiguing, the view seaward and the fresh 
sea-breeze being very delightful. Sometimes there is a 
small garrison in the fort, sometimes only a couple 
of light-house keepers; the bastions are Sanee built, 
and the enceinte is protected by 15 guns. Nothing 
can be finer than the view from the battlements, which 
takes in a great sweep of const, as far as the peaks 
of Maldonado. 
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Area 1,860 square miles, population 73,800. This 
department is a few miles north of Montevideo, and 
grows more wheat than all the rest of the republic, 
the area under tillage being 470,000 acres or 6 per in= 
habitant. The annual value of crops is over $4,500,000 
or about one million sterling. The lands are fertile, 
watered by the Tala, Canelones, Casupi, Soldado and 
Santa Lucia. The country is undulating, and this de 
partment is the thickest populated, haymg 40 persons 
to the square mile. Rich marbles are found in the 
Sierra Carapé. There are 4 flourishing towns, 

Canelones, the seat of the authorities, is officially 
called Guadalupe: it is 30 miles from Montevideo. on 
the Central Uruguay Railway, and was founded in 1774 
by the Rev. Juan Laguna, who built a chapel here. 
Seven years later a group of 17 families from Asturias 
formed a village on the spot, and it was occupied by 
the British troops in 1807. It has several flour-mil 
and 3,600 inhabitants. 

Santa Lucia, 36 miles from Montevideo, is a fa- 
vorite summer resort and has a good hotel. The water- 
wo! ti plying Mc are on the bank of 
the Santa Luc: 5 rood oting may be had iy 
the woods, rtsmen should not go singly, as out 
laws are sometimes met h. The town has fine 
quintas and 5,000 inhabitants: a handsome church, 
schools and free librar 
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Piedras, sometimes called San Isidro, is 11 miles 
from Montevideo and has been the scene of two great 
battles. It was founded in 1795 by Rey. Domingo 
Castillo. Leecq's quinta, founded in 1850, is remark- 
able for its plantations and for breeds of ostriches, 
alpacas, guanacoes, ete, 

Pando, « station on the North-eastern railway, is 
about 4 miles from the Atlantic, with church, schools 
and several mills and distilleries. It was founded in 
1781 by some Asturian settlers, 

The village of San Ramon is 20 miles higher up 
the Santa Lucia than the town of that name. Sauce 
is another village, 6 miles north of Pando. This de- 
partment also includes the island of Flores, where 
there is a lazzaretto supposed to accommodate 1,000 
passengers from Europe: the sufferings of passengers 
at times are dreadful, as the plaee is badly managed. 
Flores light is visible 156 miles to sea, 








SAN JOSE. 


Area 2,720 square miles, population 21,100. This 
department is well wooded and watered, the Cuchilla 
Grande dividing the watersheds of the Yi and Santa 
Lucia. The river San José has a course of 100 miles 
and receives 17 tributary streams: at its confluence with 
the Santa Lucia is the estancia of the late Mr. Buschen- 
thal, with 100,000 Eucalyptus trees. This department 
is surpassed only by Canclones in the extent of land 
under crops, and has also many fine estancias of sheep 
and cattle. At the San Juan river is MeColl’s meat- 
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factory, accessible from the River Plate to vessels of 
24 tons burthen. At Cufré is the Ercilda colony 
founded in 1883 by Paullicr Brothers, comprising 72 
farms of 100 acres each, which were sold to Swiss and 
Ttalian settlers at $7 or 30 shillings an acre, payable 
in 5 years: the colony counts 400 souls, and has a 
chureh, school, 7 cheese-factories, prize eattle and a 
good supply of machinery. In this department are 
limestone quarries, and it is said that iron, lead and 
copper have also been found. 

San José, chief town, is 60 miles from Montevideo, 
being connected with the capital by a branch of the 
Central Urnguay railway. It was founded by Eusebio 
Vidal, who brought out a dozen families from Asturias 
in 17 it was the capital of Uraguay during the 
war with Brazil in 1825—26, and was devastated re- 
peatedly daring the wars of Reds and Whites, in 
1862—70. The church is a stately edifice, and there 
are other public buildings, besides a good hotel. Po- 
pulation 7,000. 


COLONIA. 


Area 2,220 square miles, population 38,200. This 
department lies along the River Plate and Uruguay, 
its northern limit being the Cuchilla Grande. Tt ranks 
third in agricultural development, having 115,000 acres 
under tillage, and counting 4 Sourishing agricultural 
colonies. 

The Vaudois colony of Piemonte at the Rincon del 
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Rey was founded in 1857 by 55 families who bought 
farms of 70 acres each, on condition of giving in pay- 
ment one-third of the crops for 4 years. In 1890 the 
colony covered an area of 60 square miles and counted 
2,200 souls. The grain crop averages 8,000 tons. The 
colonists are industrious, and possess a church, 7 
schools, a steam mill, neat houses, orchards and vine- 
yards. Wheat averages 11 bushels to the acre. 

Nueva Helvetia colony adjoins the above on the 
Rincon del Rey: it was founded in 1861, and counts 
420 families, who have 80,000 acres under crops, inclnd- 
ing 26,000 under wheat. They bought the land at £1 
sterling per acre, and it is now worth three or four 
times as much. They have 12,500 cows and 4,000 
sheep. There are Catholic and Protestant chapels and 
schools, hotel, mill and 57 cheese factories, which latter 
turn ont 300 tons of cheese yearly, worth £16,000 
sterling. Both these colonies have access to the River 
Plate by the Rosario river, which is navigable 12 miles 
for vessels drawing 10 feet. 

Sauce colony was founded by some Swiss settlers in 
1879 at a place called Artilleros, on the road from the 
Vandois colony to Colonia. It comprises 59 farms, and 
a village with a Protestant chapel and three camp 
stores. The crops of this colony have an average value 
of £2,000 sterling. 

Cosmopolita, on the Arroyo Sauce, has an area of 
48,000 acres in farms of 37 acres, oceupied by 407 
families, which count 2,540 souls. They produce 6,000 
tons of wheat and 18 tons of cheese. There is another 
colony, called Riachuelo, about 6 miles east of Colonia, 
founded in 1878 by Italian immigrants: it has 42 fa- 
milies, who have 4,100 acres under crops, nearly all 
grain, 
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The ordinary value of land in this department is £2 
sterling per acre for tillage, and £1,000 per square mile 
for pasture. 

Colonia del Sacramento, chief town of the department, 
was founded in 1679 by Manuel Lobo, for the Portu- 
guese Government, to protect the smuggling trade over 
the Brazilian frontier. Tt changed masters repeatedly, 
being alternately held by Spanish and Portuguese until 
1778, when it was d ively annexed by Spain. It 
had been shelled by the British, under Captain McNamara, 
13 years previously, and the fortifications have never 
been repaired, the marks of the shot and shell of the 
Clive and Ambuscade being very apparent. Tt is eon 
sidered the safest port in the River Plate at all seasons, 
being protected by the islands of San Gabriel, Farallon, 
and Lopez, The discoverer, Solis, after losing his pil 
at Martin Garcia, anchored here, leaving two of his 
caravels under the lee of San Gabriel; he was killed 
by the Charruas at a stream which bears his name, 
near Martin Chico (1516), Captain Manton’s grav 
dock, established in 1869, edmits vessels of more than 
1,000 tons. The public buildings include church, 
schools, Comandancia, and a light-honse, 102 feet high, 
the light revolving every 3 minntes, visible 12 mil 
put up in 185’ Before bad weather the city and 
shipping of Buenos Ayr re visible, sometimes upside 
down, in the like the lian fata morgana. The 
distance is 28 miles, and a steamer ples daily. Stran 
ought to visit some of the fine estancias of English 
and German owners at Martin Chico, Lata, Miguelete, 
Sarandi, Estanzuela, Pichinango, San Juan, ete. 

Carmelo or Las Vacas stands in front of the mouth 
of the Guazi, 18 miles N. of Martin Garcia. Tt has a 
church, schools and 1,000 inhabitants. At a distance 
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of 7 miles is Punta Gorda, where the river Uruguay, 
1800 yards wide, falls into the River Plate. 

Hiqueritas or New Palmyra is 3 miles above Punta 
Gorda; it was founded in 1829 and has some 1,200 
inhabitants. 


BORIANO. 


Area 3,610 square miles, population 27,500. This 
department forms a “rincon’’ between the Rio Negro 
and the Uruguay, and is almost wholly pastoral, the 
tillage area not exceeding 40 square miles. It is rich 
in flocks and herds: the woods and rivers abound with 
game and fish, but the department suffers greatly from 
“matreros”’ or outlaws. 

There are 





of 75 acres: each colony produces 800 or 900 tons of 
wheat. 

Mercedes, population 9,000, is the chief town of the 
department, charmingly situated on the Rio Negro, 
which is here a wide and rapid river, with 20 feet 
depth, It was founded in 1771, about 20 miles from 
the mouth of the river, and has long been frequented 
in the bathing season, the water being so impregnated 
with sarsaparilla as to give it its name. The town 
suffered for 20 years from a series of revolutions undee 
Maximo Perez, since whose death, in 1882, it has 
enjoyed repose, It has church, schools, and many fine 
buildings, and a steamer plies daily to the mouth of 
the Negro for mails and passengers, in connection with 
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the Urnguay route. Mail-coaches ran twice a week to 
Durazno railway station, 100 miles, by which way 
Montevideo is reached in 3 days. Excursions may be 
made to the estancias of Drabble, Prange, Demarehi 
and others. 

Soriano, with only 600 inhabitants, is the oldest 
settlement in the Republic, and gives name to the de 
partment. It was founded in 1624 by Fray Bernando 
de Guzman, whose church subsists. It is surrounded 
by rich pastures, but infested by “matreros”’. 

San Salvador, sometimes called Dolores, was also 
founded by Fray Guzman, 10 miles SB. of Soriano: 
it stands at the foot of Cerro Espinillo, which rises to 
a height of 283 feet, and commands a fine view of the 
Uruguay. Sebastian Cabot founded a town somewhere 
in this vicinity, but all trace of it is lost. The inhabi- 
tants are wealthy, this being one of the best 
distri San Salvador has 1,500 inhabitants, church 
and schools. 











RIO NEGRO. 






This department, area 3,220 square miles, population 
14,300, was formed in 1882 ont of the southern portion 
of that of Paysandt, and is situate on the north Tank 
of the Rio Negro, being traversed by the Cuchilla de 
Haedo. The pastures are excellent and the pastoral 
wealth is considerable, the as: 1 value of land and 
cattle being equal to $900 per inhabitant, It is said 
that copper, lead and iron are found. Some of the 
earliest English settlers bonght estancias in this depart 
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ment, the Stirlings, Youngs and others, at $800 per 
“suerte” or 8 pence an acre: their descendants have 
very valuable cattle-ranches. 

This department has long been famous for two of 
the finest estancias in the republic; that which belonged 
until recently to Messrs, Wendelstadt of Cologne, and 
the Bichadero: the latter was owned by an English Co. 
who have sold it to the Liebig Co. 

Fray Bentos, officially called Independencia, was an 
obscure fishing village until the Liebig factory made 
it famous. It was founded by a friar, Fray Benito, 
at the beginning of the century, who built a chapel. 
In 1 Mr. Giebert of Antwerp, a friend of Baron 
Liebig. fixed on it as the site for a factory of Extrac- 
tum Carni: company was soon afterwards formed in 
London, capital £500,000, and in May 1868 the factory 
was completed. Mr. Giebert died in 1874, having lived 
to see the establishment pay annual dividends of 18 
per cent The factory stands on a bluff overlooking 
the Urnguay, a mile below the town. In the season 
it is common to kill 1,000 cattle daily: a carcass nsu- 
ally gives only 20 lbs. of Beef Extract, the latter con- 
taining the soluble matter of 30 times its weight of 
flesh: one pound of it with vegetables will make soup 
for 128 men, The factory employs 800 hands and 
forms @ little town of itself, numbering 2,000 souls: 
the staff includes manager, clerks, engineers, tinsmiths, 
carpenters, physician, chemist, school-teachers, etc. 
There are good schools, library and reading-room, be- 
sides an Anglican chapel and cemetery. The town of 
Fray Bentos has no other interest or importance apart 
from the factory; there is a pretty parish church in 
the plaza. The shops are well stocked and numerous. 
Including the factory the population reaches 5,000. 
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Fray Bentos is the second port of the republic, its a 
ports far exceeding those of Salto or Paysandi. 
imports include 4,000 tons of salt and $,000 of cal 
for the Liebig factory. 

At a short distance from the town is the Berlin o 
lony on the estancia formerly called Wendelstadt’ 
was founded in 1874, and the colonists have 41.000 
acres under crops. 


PAYSANDt. 


Area 5,190 square miles, population 28400. This 
department stretches along the Urnguay as far north 
as the Dayman, and is watered by the Queeuay and 
other streams. It is an undulating country, with rick 
pastures, well stocked with cattle, some of the finest 
estancias belonging to British settlers, Peile, Hughes. 
Drysdale, Wilsor s. This department surpasses all 
others in the value ind and cattle. namely $20400,000 
or £5,400,000 sterling. There are in the department 
two small colonies, Porvenir and "Trinidad, the former 
close to the town Paysandi and counting 1.400 
souls, with 11,000 acres under crops. 

Paysandt, the chief to is one of the principal 
ports on the Uruguay. It was founded by a priest or 
Pay called Sandi who built a chapel in 1772, and ten 

‘s later prevailed on a dozen families to come here 
from Misiones. J the place received a great 
impulse from Padre Solano , a native of Span 
who introduced silkworms, built lime-kilns, and hatehed 
chickens by steam; he also introduced snails, from 
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Cuba, for an article of food, and these multiplied so 
fast that they are now a nuisance. During the wars 
of Oribe the tide of battle often passed this way, and 
the Gauchos still sing to their guitars the deeds of 
heroism pertormed by Colonel Mundell, a Scotchman, 
who was more than once Intendente of Paysandd, and 
whose name sas worth 10,000 men inst Oribe. 
After him another Scotchman, Major MeBachen, was 
Intendente, and during his term of office, 1873—77, 
he cleared the departmont of banditti. There is now 
no trace of the Brazilian bombardment of 1864, when 
the gallant Leandro Gomez and his companions were 
cruelly put to death, most of the town having been 
rebuilt. Some of the public offices have Grecian fronts 
and display much taste, having been built under the 
auspices of Colonel Mundell, 1865—68. There are two 
good hotels, several merchants and shopkeepers. a news- 
paper, library, and tramway. The streets are lit with 
gas. There are two churches, a hospital, a theatre 
and several clubs. 


SAL ro. 


Avea 4,040 square miles, population 82,000, This 
department extends along the Uruguay from the Day- 
man to the Yacay. Not quite two-thirds of the po- 
pulation are natives, the number of foreigners in 1888 
exceeding 10,000, of whom one-half were Brazilians. 
It is a picturesque and well watered country, traversed 
by six ranges of hills: the various rivers are tribut~ 
aries of the Dayman, Queguay and Arapey. In pas- 
toral wealth it is surpassed only by Paysandi, the 
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value of land and cattle being perdaeiped 
sterling. The area under crops is small, barely 
square miles. There is a small colony of Italian poate: 
growers at Arriaga, on the Arroyo San Antonio, com- 
prising 24 families, mit have 3,700 acres under crops, 
Some vineyards have been established by native land- 
owners, who give settlers 100 acres on halves, on con- 
dition of their planting a given number of vines yearly, 
Sallo, the chief town, has 12,000 inhabitants: and is 
pleasantly situated on the Urnguay. Jt has a chunh, 
schools, town-hall and other fine buildings, The Cow 
cordia hotel is excellent. The town was founded in 
1817, and the oldest resident is Mr. Richard Williams, 
who has a fine collection of crystallizations. There are 
two railways: one to Montevideo, 394 miles, the other 
to Santa Rosa on the Brazilian frontier, 113 miles 
Salto is 306 miles by water from Buenos Ayres, and 
there are steamers on alternate days. A pleasant ex- 
cursion may by made to Salto Gr: ande, the great falls, 
15 miles above the town: the noise of the fall may be 
heard 10 miles off, and sometimes even at Salto. Tn 
flood seasons steamers ascend the falls to the Up 
Uruguay; at any other time the traveller who desires 
to go up to San B or Misiones must take the East 
Argentine Railway at © ia to Caseros (99 miles), 
where he will find steam Fer: boats ply to Con- 
cordia. There are some 
Dayman, Itapeby, Tangurs Palomas and Guabiya, 
within a radins of | from Salto, 
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ARTIGAS, 


This department, area 4,470 sqnare miles, popula- 
tion 17,800, has been recently formed ont of the 
northern portion of Salto, which formerly extended to 
the frontier river Quareim. There are many hill-ranges, 
and dense woods along the Quareim and Uruguay : the 
former (especially Cerro Catalanes) abonnd in agate, 
porphyry and alabaster; the latter in timber used for 
building. The islands of Ceibal San Gregorio and 
Herrero in the Uruguay ave in this department, with 
rich woods and pastures. 

San Eugenio, seat of the local authorities is on the 
river Quareim, near the Bautista ford. It was founded 
in 1852 hy Father Degroso and Santiago Montes, and 
has a church, school and 1,500 inhabitants, who carry 
on a brisk trade with Alegrete, in Rio Grande. The 
Rivera colony is in the vicinity, founded in 1884: it 
counts 100 families, who have 5,000 acres under crops. 

n Eugenio is 170 miles by railway from Salto, and 

5 from Montevideo. 

Santa Rosa is the most important town in the de- 
partment, being situute on the Uruguay, in front of 
the Argentine town of Caseros. It was founded in 
1853 and counts 2,000 inhabitants. It is connected by 
a railway of 113 miles with Salto, bemg the terminus 
of the Uruguayan railway system, where it meets the 
Brazilian. Passengers can go by rail from here to 
Uruguayana and San Borja, or sonthward to Monte- 
video, the distance ta the latter city being 507 miles. 
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RIVERA, 


This department, area 8,860 square miles, popula- 
tion 19,000, is the most northern in the republie and 
touches the Brazilian frontier at Sant’ Ana, Tt was a 
part of the territory of Tacuarembé until 1884, and 
includes the gold-bearing district of Catapirh. Gold 
was first discovered in 1859 by a Gancho, crossing the 

‘o Corrales, wha picked up a nugget of pure gold, 
ghing % oz. Soon afterwards smaller nuggets were 
found in the Cufiapirh and other streams that descend 
from Cerro Arecua, hill which presents auriferous 
strata, 250 miles due N. of Montevideo, and 150 EB. of 
Salto. For some years the Gauchos used to wash the 
river sands and sell the gold at $13 per ounce to the 
country dealers. Goyo Suarez with 100 negroes took 
out 350 oz. of gold. The last worker was Mr. Rogers, 
a Californian, who had ¢ an mills crushing two 
tons of quartz daily, y 2 oz. per ton, which hardly 
paid the trouble: he Said the washings were poor, but 
there were thick ons veins 60 feet deep, if 
machinery could be obtained to get at them. This 
department has some lofty peaks, the Biel ro reach- 
ing a height of ) feet. It is a purely pastoral 
district, tl ue of lands and cattle reaching | $7,000,000. 
Marble is found in ma aces, of superior quality, 

Rivera, the chief town is on the frontiet, faeme the 
Brazilian town of San = 1,500 inhabitants, 
It is 358 miles by om Montevideo, the 
line “having. bee caipiet ted in March 188 








TA CUAR EMBO. 


Area 8,210 square miles, population 22400. This 
department which lies along the Brazilian frontior is 
the largest in the republic, and the most thinly popn- 
lated, having only 3 inhabitants to the square mile 
whereas the general average is 9: it is a wild, hilly 
conntry, watered by many streams that find their wa’ 
to the Rio Negro. There are rich pastures, well stock 
with cattle, agriculture being almost unknown. Many 
of the best estancias belong to Brazilians, who form 
40 per cent of the land-owners of this department. 
Some of the hill ranges contain excellent, white marble. 
The woods that border the various streams have many 
kinds of useful timber. 

Tacuarembs, otherwise San Fractnoso, is'a well-built 
town of 3,000 inhabitants, standing on a plateau over- 
looking the river, surrounded by peach-gardens. It 
has a church, schools, hotel, and a considerable frontier 
trade. It is 285 miles by railway from Montevideo. 

San Gregorio, founded about 1860 by Gen. Goyo 
Suarez, stands on the right bank of the Rio Negro, 
and is a place of rising importance, being a station on 
the Northern Extension railway. 

Santa Isabel is a village at Paso de Toros on the 
Rio Negro, where the Central Uraguay railway has 
large workshops: from this point one line of railway 
goes to Salto. another to Rivera. 





REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY 





CcRRKRO LAG 


Area 5,840 square miles, population 28,000. This is 
another large department lying along the Brazilian 
frontier, and there are 36 Brazilian estancias, with an 
aggregate area of more than half the department. The 
valne of lands and cattle reaches $15,000,000: agricul 
ture is in its infancy. The woods are full of game, 
and much infested with banditti, There is a rocking- 
stone called Cerro Campana, which gives forth the 
sound of a bell, when struck with a piece of iron. 
Rincon de Ramirez is a fertile district bordering on 
Lake Merim which is an inland sea of 600 square miles : 
the right of navigation is reserved to vessels cf the 
Brazilian flag. Bridges are much needed over the 
rivers in this department: one of stone was built over 
the Tacuary in 1865 Ly a Frenchman, who was mur- 
dered a few months later becanse he demanded a toll. 
The department is traversed by the Cuchilla Grande; 
the highest peaks are Cerro Grande and Cuentos. The 
latter takes its name from the fact that stone-beads 
(cnentos) thoroughly perforated are washed out of rifts 
in the mountain after heavy rams. Some of the hills 
contain lead, copper, granite and porphyry. Coal has 
been found at Sierra de Ric 

Cerro Largo, the chief town, was first called Melo 
in honor of its founder, the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres 
of that name, who bnilt a fort here in 17! to 
keep back the Portuguese. It suffered terribly during 
the civil wars (1830—67), but is now a flourishing 
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place of 6,000 sonls. It is 280 miles from Montevideo, 

and will soon be connected by the railway which 

already reaches Treinta-tres. There are many fine 
buildings and squares. 

Artigas on the Yaguaron river was founded in 1882, 
and stands opposite the Brazilian town of Yaguaron, 
about 60 miles east of Cerro Largo. It was a great 
place for contraband in the Oribe wars, but has since 
declined. It has about 3,000 inhabitants who carry on 
& very active trade over the Brazilian frontier, being 
for the most port Brazilians, A ferry-boat plies every 
half-hour to Yaguaron, an important town of 6,000 
souls, on the Brazilian side. 


PURAZNO. 


Area 5,590 square miles, population 24.200. This 
department forms a *rincon” between the rivers Yi and 
Negro, and lies west of Cerro Largo. It is bisected 
by the Cuchilla Grande and watered by numerous tri- 
butaries of the Yiand Negro. The estancia San Jorge, 
property of the Fair family, on the Arroyo Chileno, 
has an area of 360 sqnare miles, and was bought b 
the late Thomas Fair in 1824. This department suf- 
fered very severely in the civil wars, and has began 

recover since the opening of the Central Uruguay 

te ¥- 

Duraxno, officially San Pedro, with 2,000 inhabitants, 
was founded in 1828 in the manner of a military co- 
Jony out of the Indians of Misiones, whose towns had 
been burnt by the Portuguese. The colonists, however, 
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were impressed so often in the civil wars that only 
one was loft, and he became President of the Repriblic 
and was killed—the late General Flores. Durazno i 
on the 8, bank of the Yi, near the mouth of Army 
Maciel; it stands on « hill-slope, thickly wooded, sur 
rounded by gardens. Notwithstanding the mame of 
Durazno, peaches are scarce, It is 130 miles by rit 
way from Montevideo, 


PROS. 


Area 1,760 square miles, population 16,300, is a new 
department, formed out of the eastern portion of that 
of San José. It lies south of the rivers Yiand Negro, 
and comprises the peaks of Ojolmi and the hill-ranges 
of Por sand ho. It is the 4th department 
for agr E LOO square miles under 
It has also fine pastures, stocked with cattle and’ shee 
About s ago there was a number of En 
estan s, but only a few remain. There are nume- 
rous valuable qu 

Porangos or Trinids 8 fountied by Father Francs 
Jordan, who bnilt a chapel on the spot in 1803. Tt 
has chur h ,_ printing-off club, many 
fine shops and 4,000 inhabitants. It is 60 miles from 
San José and 12 Montevideo. 
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FLORIDA 


Area 4,740 square miles, population 29,500, is a 
central department, which suffered terribly in the 
wars of 1430-67, and is still infested by “matreros”. 
The country is undulating, with plenty ‘of water, rich 
pastures and not much timber. Jolin Jackson owns a 
great tract of country, including the Timote, Santa 
Clara and other estancias, bought in 1825 at $300 per 
~suerte” or + pence an acre. The Jackson family clip 
300,000. sheep. 

Florida, otherwise San Fernando, is a station on the 
Central Uruguay Railway, near the Arroyo Pintado, 
47 miles from Montevideo, that river being crossed by 
a railway bridge of 570 feet length. It is only a mile 
from the confluence of the Pintado and Santa Lucia, 
and is surrounded by quintas and plantations, which 
give it the verdant, flowery appearance to which it 
owes its name, It has church, schools and 2,500 in- 
habitants. The first Legislature of Uruguay met here 
in Trains daily to Montevideo; time, 4 hours. 














MINAS. 


Area 4880 square miles, population 22,500, is a wild, 
tuomutainous department. most. of the inhabitants being 
lawless. The district of Polanco has numerous cros: 
where persons have been murdered on the highway. 
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The department is supposed to contain an endles 
supply of gold, silver, copper, lead, iron, coal, porphyry, 
rock-crystal, slate etc., and derives its name from its 
mineral wealth, purely fabulous, The mines which the 
Spaniards worked for silver in the last cent 

out to contain only sulphuret of lead. They were sup- 
posed by Azara, in 1795, to contain diamonds and 
topizes, an opinion which received some support from 
Petivenil, a mineralogist sent out by the King of Spain 
Tn recent years coal has been spoken of, but seems 
fabulous, or at best some kind of bitumen. 

Minas, the chief town, was founded in 1788 by 
Rafael Perez, who nght out 40 families from Spain 
Tt presents a p jue appearance, the mountains 
forming an amphitheatre around. It is 70 miles NE. 
of Montevideo, and terminates the second section 
of the Pando R; y- It has a mill, kept a 
Frenct , the s rbs producing 200,000 bushels of 
grain. t id visit the caves, which are 

0's along an extremely narrow 
path, wi ‘prec oneach side, The Salon 
cave is 200 | 50 in height, and from it a 
clear streai o the : a split in the rock, 
about th 0 > nits some light. The 

i is for ii 


1 is a well built town. 
Solis and Nico Perez: 
, the second a sta- 
s, on the slope of 
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TREINTA TRESS, 


Area 3,740 square miles, population 15,700, is a new 
department formed ont of territory taken from Minas 
and Cerro Largo, Tt is the most, picturesque and law- 
less department in the republic, haying numerous woods 

City There are few English settlers; the murder 
of Mr. Hart in 1891 caused a bad impression, the as- 
sassin of course going unpunished, 

Chief town Treinta Tres, founded in 1853 by Lucas 
Urrutia: it has church, schools and 3,000 inhabitants, 
and is situate near the river Olimar. 


ROCHA. 


Area 4,440 square miles, population 18,000. This 
is a new department formed ont of that portion of 
Maldonado which formerly Jay along the Brazilian 
frontier, the river Chuy. The northern | part is swampy, 
and the “baiados” of India Muerta were the scene of 
a hard-fought battle in 1816, in which General Rivera 
was beaten by the Brazilians, who advanced and oc- 
cupied Maldonado. At the month of the Chuy is a 
landmark, on the N. bank, with this inscription: *R. C. 
1784, neutral ground as far as Tahin.” The ruins of 

San Mignel are seen, 10 miles from the shore, 
SUll more imposing are those of Fort Santa Theresa, 
a mile inland, built of granite, in 1753, to hold 400 
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men, and pierced for 60 guns. The coast is very dan- 
gerous about Castillo Grande, so called because it is 
an island-rock resembling a fendal castle. 

There are varions hills, called Chafalote, Difuntos, 
Averias and San Miguel. The department meludes 
three groups of islands, Paloma, Polonia and Coronilla, 
which are used for pasturing cattle. Paloma has 
numbers of rabbits; the others are much frequented by 

It is said that in various places of this depart 
ment copper, lead, iron, jasper and slate are found. 
The colony of Santa Theresa, founded in 1885, com- 
prises 80 farms of SO acres, covering 10 square imiles. 

Rocha, the chief town, was founded in 1793 by 25 
families from Galicia and Asturias. It has 6,000 in- 
habitants, and stands im a well-wooded country at the 


month of the Rocha river, 13 miles from Cape Santa 
Maria and 120 E. of Montevideo. 


MALDONADO 


Area 1,640 square miles, population 20,500. This 
department lies along the Atlantic seaboard from Ca- 
nelones to Rocha, and presents a very dangerons coast, 
famous for wrecks. The inhabitants had a practise of 
tying lights to cows’ horns, to lure ships to destrue- 
tion, until H. M. Cracker threatened, in 1874, to 
fire on them as pirates. They had frequently attacked 
and wounded shipwrecked sailors who attempted to 
defend their property. 

The following light-honses are maintained on this part 
of the coast: 





DEPARTMENTS 635 





Light, Miles sisible, = W, Loog. 
Cape St. Mary. Finsh 18 54° 10° 
José Ignacio. . Fixed 15 54° 42° 
East Point, .. Fixed 20 54° 56° 
English Bank ,. Fixed 9 55° 52" 
Punta Brava . Fixed 8 56° of? 
Flores Island. Revolving 15 55° $5" 
There is no light on Lobos Island, which is 4 miles 

seaward of East Point, in 54° 50’ W. long.; the seal- 

fishers complain that a light would alarm the seals and 

spoil their business. The seal-fishery dates from 1782, 

the exports of the closing years of the last century 

showing an average of 2,000 skins, besides oil, shipped 
yearly to Spain. Nothing can be more nauseous than 
the smell, and yet the inhabitants, who are fishermen, 
get accustomed to it. The best fishing season is in 

May and June, when the seals are driven hither by 

cold from Tierra del Fuego; they utter shrill cries. 

Lobos island rises to 93. f above sea-level, and is 

visible 15 miles; it is 42 miles W.S.W. of Cape St. 

} A smaller island, called Gorriti, was fortified 

, and the fort was restored by the Brazilians in 

, When they seized Maldonado; it mounted 4 bat- 

n all 20 guns. This island was offered to the 

h Government about 80 years ago, for a coaling 
station, and refi it is low and sandy at the mouth 
of Maldonado bay, and of no strategic importance. The 
most notable landmarks for vessels on this coast are: 

Solis Grande, 1,930 feet high and 4 miles inland; 

Sugar-loaf, 1,500 feet, 5 miles inland. 

1 no part of the republic is the soil better snited 
agriculture: Fernandez grows good tobacco at 
ha, Aguilar produ Canary wine at ‘Maldonado, 
and other persons grow olives and date-palms with 
al success. The hill-ranges contain plenty of supe- 
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rior marble, such as that used in the front of the 
London and River Plate Bank at Montevideo. 
Maldonado, the chief town, is sometimes called Sex 
Fernando. It has 2,600 population, and was @ port of 
considerable trade with Spain in the 18th century. It 
was founded in 1762 by Don Pedro Zeballos, who 
brought a number of families from Rio Grande, driven 
from their homes by the war with Portugal. Tt was 
fortified in 1778, und increased by a colony of 227 
Galicians in 1781, but the Indians were so troublesome 
that many families removed to Montevideo, Tt stands 
a mile inland, 273 feet over sea-level, and is fi 
for sea-bathing, the water being stronger than near 
Montevideo, but a first-class hotel, tramway, and bath- 
ing machines are much wanted. 
About 9 miles distant is the town of San 
with 8400 population, It has a handsome plaza, 
church, schools, theatre, newspaper, steam-mill, free 
and many good shops. This department in- 
also the village of Pan de Azucar, with a chapel, 
school and 700 inhabitants, near some copper mines. 
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This country is remarkable for enchanting scenery, 
fertile soil and healthy climate. It has an area of 
90,000 square miles, that is, about equal to the island 
of Great Britain, and is situated between 22 and 2714 
degrees S, lat, and 64% and 5844 W. long. It is 
bounded on the north by Rio Apa, which separates it 
from Brazil, on the west by the river Paraguay, and 
on the east and south by the Upper Parand. It has 
also territorial rights over a vast and undefined por- 
tion of the Gran Chaco, which is also claimed Ly Bo- 
li but is wholly im the possession of warlike Indian 
tribes, the only settlement on the west bank of the 
river Paraguay being Villa Occidental. 

Being situated nearly 1,000 miles from the seaboard, 
it is im a manner secluded from the outer world, and 
is not accessible to vessels drawing more than 9 feet, 
It is nevertheless connected by telegraph with Europe, 

ched from England in about 30 days. 

to the war of 1865-70 it was in a flonrish- 

ng condition, although subject to the iron despotism 

of Lopez, but at the conclusion of the war it was a 

pitiful ruin; the population destroyed, the towns wreck- 
ed, the lands uncultivated. 
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Under the old Spanish régime the term Paragnay 
included Tucuman, Cordoba and Buenos Ayres, all 
which were for a period subject to the Adelantade or 
governor of Asungion. ‘The first conquest tool place 
in 1536, under Juan de Ayolas, whose steeessor, 
Domingo Irala, constituted the colony on @ solid busts 
Towards the close of the 16th century the Jesuits were 
introduced by Governor Fernando Arias (a native), to 
check the cruelties of the Spanish conquerors. Drurii 
nearly 200 years the Jesuit settlements were the admi- 
ration of travellers, and, as Voltaire confessed, “they 
were a triumph of humanity.” On the expulsion of 
the Order, in 1767, the country quickly declined in arts 
and industry. An effort was made by General Bel; 
to annex it to Bnenos Ayres in 1812, which was un- 
suecessful, the Paraguayans establishing ther own 
government in the form of a trinmvirate. Subsequently 
the lawyer Gaspar Francia contrived to seize power, 
and ruled with much cruelty until his death, in Sep- 
tember 1840. A constitutional form of government 
was initiated by Carlos Antonio Lopez, who neverthe 
less maintained a complete despotism during 20 years, 
and at his death beqneathed the power to his son, in 
September 18 “Marshal Lopez was then in his Both 
year, and had travelled in Europe; he began by maki 
docks, railways, etc. and employed many Engtisi 
engineers and ski isans. Unhappily the invasion 

y by the Brazilian army, in 

tween that empire and Para- 
ruay 1 a war of 5 years, no fewer 
than 190,000 7 g cut off in the 
campaign, while 4 greater number of women and 
children died of hunger. 


ne census of 1857 gave a population of 1.33% 
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which was probably double the actual number, the 
settled or inhabited portion of the country never ex- 
ceeding 20,000 square miles. It was estimated by 
experienced persons, in 1873, that the inhabitants num- 
bered about 10,000 males and 60,000 females. Accord: 
ing to the census of 1886 the population was 263,700 
(of which total probably two thirds were women), the 
number of foreign residents being , mostly Tta- 
lians and Germans, and only 168 British. The above 
is exclusive of the Paraguayan Chaco, north of the 
Pilcomayo, which is supposed to have 130,000 Indians, 
but we doubt if there be 80,000, 

There are only two seasons, summer, which lasts 
from November to the end of March, and winter the 
rest of the year; mean temperature 60 F. in June and 
83 in February (see appendix). In December 1881 the 


thermometer at Asungion rose to 100 F, in the shade. 
The climate, says Dr. Stewart, is very healthy, being 
free from yellow fever, Eby typhoid, diphtheria, 


cholera and dysentery. e only peculiar diseases in 
certain districts are goitre and elephantiasis; the former 
attributed to water, the latter, perhaps incorrectly, to 
eating pork. There is no malaria, in spite of the nu- 
merous swamps, and Europeans enjoy good health, if 
they live temperately and avoid too much exposure to 
the sun. he natives suffer from excessive use of 
tobacco and deficiency of animal food, which disposes 
to diarrhea. Suustroke is remarkably rare. Small-pox 
formerly made ravages, but is now unknown, vacoma- 
tion being eompulsory. 

‘Vhe appearance of the country is undulating, the 
vegetation luxuriant, with stately forests, noble rivers, 
and lofty peaks, the latter clad in timber to the summit 
and mirrored in expansive lakes. The fauna ineludes 
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tigers, pumas, wild boars, rattlemakes, tiger-cats, foxes, 
apes, monkeys, etc,, which frequent the woods; besides 
alligators, 20 feet long, in the rivers, and a Tizard some 
8 fect in length. Azara counted 448 kinds of binds 
the prettiest being the “widow,” no bigger than « es 
nary. Bees and cochineal are common, and sometimes 
there is a visitation of locusts. 

Agriculture is the chief occupation of the people, and 
is mainly in the hands of women. 
' The area of cultivated land is, of course, much les 
than it was 30 years ago, before the war, vizz— 




















Acros. 

- + 

1680, 1501 
Maize. . 349,000 82,000 
Mandioca,... 110,000 71,000 
Tobacco... ee 23,000 20,000 
Sugar ariee 25,000 9,000 
Cotton, rice ete. . 43,000 45,000 

Torab. $50,000 





000 
Maize, mandioca and oranges may be said to eon 
stitute the food of the people: the bread called Chi 
which is made of mandioca, is oily but a, 
Enough sugar is raised for home consumption, sity 
6,000 tons or about 50 Ibs. per inhabitant, besides 
10,000 barrels of rum, say two gallons per inhabitant. 
A pea-nut called Mani is cultivated, the area under 
same being 7,200 acres, Tobacco is a valuable crop, 
and the area covered by it has doubled since 1881: the 
crop of 1892 was estimated at 15,000 tons, worth 
£70,000 sterling. The best qualities are grown at Villa 
Rica, Luque and Rio Apa. under the names Peti-Hobi 
and Peti-Pard, the latter having been introduced from 
Cuba. The industry is in some manner modern, for in 
1829 the crop did not exceed 1,200 tons. Tt is so 
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profitable that it readily gives 50 per cent pex annum 
on the capital invested. The plants are put down -in 
September, like cabbages, and transplanted in No- 
vember, The gathering begins in January, and the 
leaves are hung out to dry till the “acopiador” comes 
round to buy. At the Paris Exhibition of 1856 a gold 
medal was awarded for samples of Peti-hoby and Peti- 
pari. Some coffee-plantations have been started by 
Dr. Stewart and others, covering in all about 700 acres 
and numbering 34,000 plants. 

Jesuit’s tea or Yerba-mite is by far the most im- 
portant product. It was a Government monopoly under 
the Francia and Lopez régimes. At present the north- 
ern “yerbales” are free to all comers, on paying morely 
a licenee for working, but the southern are treated as 
State-property and leased (since 1890) to Messrs, 
Escobar, who have to pay a royalty of $1 per ton, on 
a minimum product of 600 tons per annum. In the 
time of Lopez all “acopiadores,” or collectors, received 
5 cents per Ib., and the yerba was then exported to 
Buenos Ayres, Chile, etc., at 10 cents, the difference 
going to revenue. ‘The average export in 1860—63 
was 2,050 tons, representing a value of $450,000, but 
the production has more than doubled in recent years, 
the export duty (which was $100 per tou under Lopez) 
being now only $12 a ton. The yerbales are said to 
cover 3,000,000 acres, or 4,000 square miles, and were 
worked very carefully by the emcee but in later 
times there has been much waste. All authors, from 
the Jesuits down to Bompland, agree that it has nutritive 
qualities and can sustam the system during long inter- 
vals of labor. Brazil exports 30,000, Paraguay 5,000, 
tons per annum. It is possible that yerba-mate may 
some day supplant coffee, being much cheaper, for it 


a 
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can be placed in Burope at two-pence Tb, The 
annual crop varies from 10,000 to 12¥ tons, repre 
senting a value of £180,000 sterling. Yerba-mate cm 
be paaed for market in 36 hours. The leaves ar 
slig! 


tly scorched by being rapidly passed : 
fire, and then the branches or twigs are 4] 
sheds open at the sides; here they are ex) for 1 


to 20 hours to a fire of scented wood ki beneath 
after which the twigs are ground and the whole } 
then ready to be sent to market, In this manner 10 me 
in a couple of days can make up from 8 te 4 ton 
All efforts to introduce yerba-mate into use in urop 
have failed. In the reign of Queen Anne the Londo 
physicians forbade Jesuits’ tea, as productive of be 
renness in men and women, but possibly they wen 
jealous of its origin, although they certainly 

the use of Jesuits’ bark. It is uow more or less usd 
by 18 millions of people in Brazil, La Plata, Chik 
Peru and Bolivia, the annual consumption neyer fallixy 
below 55,000 tons. 

There are two fibrous plants, the 


abl 
Ivird, samples of which have been valued in Englas 
at £24 per ton. Factories were established by 
cona and others, in 1889-90, but proved a failon 
Bompland is: said to have discovered a variety of m 
dicinal plants previously unknown, and the same j 
said of the Swedish physician of Francia. The ectte: 
tree grows spontaneously, and lasts ten or twelve 
but is not much cultiva s cotton goods can be is 
ported cheap from England; the total area under cotte 
is only 1,200 acres. 

It is impossible to estimate the area under 

groves or the number of trees, but the crop is at leu 
300 million oranges, of which less than one-fourth } 
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exported the shipments ranging from 50 to 60 million 
yearly: the market-price wholesale is about 2 shillings 
per thousand, 

The forests contain much valuable timber, but it 
cannot be floated down on rafts, as in Canada, the spe- 
cific gravity being usually 70 lbs. per cubic foot, so 
that if thrown into the water, it would sink like a 
stone. Wood for fuel sells at $3 gold (12 shillings) per 
cord of 100 logs. Some quebracho is shipped to France, 
for tanning poses: it is very hard and weighs 
84 Ibs, per enbic foot, being also used for railway 
sleepers, and the supply is inexhaustible A recent 
enumeration shews 197 different kinds of wood, for 
building, ornamental, dyeing or medicinal uses. 

There are few landed proprietors, three-fourths of 
the country being Government lands, mostly confiscated 
from the Jesuits missions in the last century, when 
the Fathers were expelled: the Government granted 
the lands at a nominal rent to the cultivators, and 
small “copneras” of maize, mandioca, tobacco, and 
cotton were met with every mile along the high-roads 
during the prosperous times before the war. After the 
fall of Lopez a survey was made by the new Government 
in 1870, when the public lands were found to comprise: — 

Sq. leagues. Squinllen. 

Arable lands 7.100 42,600 

Mountains aod forests, 4,300 23,000 

Yerbales B40 « 5,040 

Public lands 12,449 74,640 

Private» 2,560 0 
Torat.... 15,000 

Government estimates put down the live-stock in 
1890 as follows:— 

Cattle... $62,000 Horses. . 
Sheep...... 63,000 Goats... 
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Several Argentines have cattle-ranches of three or 
four thousand head south of the Tebiqnary, and num- 
bers of Italians and Paraguayans ave tog in variow 
departments with 500 each, or more. No business pays 
so well as cattle-farming, which gives 30 per cent clear 
profit yearly, Land may be bought at a shilling as 
acre, and « capital of £2,000 would suffice for buying 
and stocking a farm of 20 square miles. The climate 
is too hot for sheep. 

Paraguayans have exaggerated ideas of the mineral 
resources of the country, The geologist Twite found 
iron in many places, copper in others: the ore of Cas- 
puct is rich, giving 30 per cent. iron, and the iron 
works established by Lopez at Ibicuy were used for 
casting cannon during the war, employing over 10) 
men. The late Colonel Wisner perished in a yain 
attempt to discover gold in the remote hill-ranges of 
Maracayit and Anhambay. 

The earnings of the people may be set down ap 
proximately as follows: 














$ gold. £ sterling. 
Tillage products...... 3,200,000 = 640,000 
Pastoral 1,500,000 300,000 
Transport service... 200,000 40,000 
Sundrie: 2,500,000 $00,000 
Tora.. 7,490,000 = 1,480,000. 


The wealth of the republic is approximately summed 
up thus :— 5 





$ gold, 
42,000 square miles arable land... 4,300,000 
48,000 pastoral etc 2,400,000 
Cattle. NEEL as oe 5,100,000 
Houses and buildings. ; 3,500,000 
Railways... 3,200,000 
Sundries. 3 ey 6,500,000 

TOYAL........ 25,0000" 


e 
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This is equivalent to £5,000,000 sterling, or not quite 
£20 per inhabitant. 
Trade returns for 1890 shewed as follows:— 






Inrorts. $ gold. £ sterling. 
Dry goods. 90,000 = _ 18,000 
Wines . 70,000 14,000 
Groceri 90,000 18,000 
Sundries 80,000 








66,000 
Expoats. 

Yerba-mite ....+.+ 210,000 = 42,000 
Timber and bark. 160,000 32,000 
105,000 21,000 

55,000 11,000 

15,000 3,000 

15,000 3,000 

$60,000 = 112,000 


The above returns compare with those of previous 
periods thu 








$ gold. 
Year. Tmports. Exports.” 
1855 220,000 505,000 
1860 445,000 850,000 
1881 200,000 350,000 
1890 330,000 $60,000 


Import duties at present range from 20 to 50 per 
cent ad valorem, nominally, but being payable mostly 
in paper-money do not really exceed 10 per cent. 

Tonnage entries shewed thus:— 


Year. ‘Tons. 
1889 184,000 
1890 17,000 


Most of the commerce is with Buenos Ayres by 
steamers of 6 feet draught and 200 to 300 tons, mak- 
ing two round trips monthly; they can carry about 
SU cabin and 50 steerage passengers, fares $45 and 
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$22 respectively. There is telegraphic communication 
with Buenos Ayres by a Government line from Asun- 
cion to Corrientes, 

Internal traffic is chiefly over the railway, begun 
by Lopez I in 1859 and completed as far as Paraguari 
(40 miles) by his son in 1868. Tt consists of 
tions, viz:— 


Asungion—Paraguari...., 
Paraguari—Villa Rica 
Villa Rica—Caazaps. 


Torat .. 

The paid-up capital is £914,000; including £210,000 
held by the Government, which has given a 6 per 
cent guarantee for 30 years on a capital of £1,500,000, 
provided the line be prolonged to Encarnacion, an old 
Jesuit mission on the Upper Parané. in front of Po- 
sadas. The guarantee, however, on the completed sec- 
tions is in default since Sept, 1890, and the Company 
stopped the works at Caazapi in August 1891, The 
whole line from Asuncion to Encarnacion would have 
a length of 228 miles, the unfinished portion from 
Caazapi outwards being 86 miles. The Company sug- 
gest that a better terminus would be Curatori on the 
Upper Parani, in front of the rapids of Apipé, 60 miles 
lower down than Posadas, as the rapids are a great 
impediment to navigation, 

Paraguay suifers greatly from a super-abundance of 
inconvertible paper-money, especially since the Goyern- 
ment took over the National Bank, in June 1890, 
The issue has been as follows :— 

Date, $ {n clreulatlon. 
June 1890. 
January 1898 
September 1892... 5,500,000 
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The rate of exchange in 1892 has varied from $30 
to 36 per £1 sterlin, ing leaving the paper-dollar worth 
7 or 8 pence Engli 

The revenue in 1890 and 1891 shewed thus:— 

1890, 180. 1801. 
$ currency. § currency. £ sterling. 

Import dues... 990,900 275,000, = 
Export “4, 220,000 440,000 
. 100,000, 100,000 
+ 420,000 __ 50,000 

Revenue. . 1,730,000 865,000 = 
Expenditure...» 34240000 1,700,000 
Devicit... 1,510,000 835,000 

It appears from the foregoing statement that during 
the last two years the expenditure was double the 
revenue. The expenditure in 1891 was thus:— 


$ currency, £ sterling. 


920,000 == 37,600 
780,000 23,400 


1 700,000 —= 51,000 

The deficits of 1890—1 have been covered by the 
issues of inconvertible paper-money before mentioned, 

The Paraguayan foreign debt consisted of two loans 
negotiated in London in 1871—72 for £3,000,000 ster- 
ling. but the sale sum that ever reached eey, 
was £180,000. business was a vei dere 
one, and the bondholders consented to reduce t! 
to £850,000 sterling in 3 per cent bonds and £1,500 000 
in land warrants. Each of these warrants for £100 
entitled the holder to 150 acres, and the Bee 


‘ araguay 
s formed, capital £250,000, but 


actually paid up. The Paraguayan 
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in default; the interest would be £25,500 per annum 
which is equal to the total revenue of the republi 

The form of Government is similar to that of Ure 
guay or Chile, the Legislature consisting of 20 Se 
nators and 40 Deputies. The army numbers 600, and 
costs £40 a man. The President and Vice are elected 
for 6 years. There are 200 public schools, with 9,00) 
children: annual expenditure for education $180,00) 
or £4,000 sterling. 

The post-office returns shew very rapid development, 
viz:— 





Year, Letters ete. Telegrams g Receipts 
1880 92,000 - = 

1888 $30,000 22,000 20,600 
1890 1,004,000 28,300 26,300 


There are two agricultural colonies; that of Sam 
Bernardino, composed of Germans, on the banks af 
Lake Ipacaray, 20 miles from Asuncion, and a settle 
ment of Irish families near Caazapé, where the mar 
way ends. The fami free farm-lots of 82 
besides a free passage from Buenos Ayres and 
sions for 6 months; with seeds, plough and thre: 











cows. 

Asuncion, the capital and centre of commerce, & 
situated on the left or eastern bank of the river Pe 
raguay, in 25° 16’ 29" ath lat. and 57* 42" 4a” Wee 
long., at an elevation of 182 feet over the city of 
Buenos Ayres, from which it is distant 970 miles Tt 
was founded on the feast the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin, August 15, 1536, by the Commander 
Ayolas at the head of 300 Spani: It is therefore 
much older than Buenos / but preserves 


much of its medimval character, and during: #he last 
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three centuries its population has perhaps never ex- 
ceeded 30,000 souls, although Du Graty estimated it 
in 1860 at 48,000; at present it is barely half this 
number. The situation is picturesque, about 50 foet 
over the river, which is here 605 yards across: the 
depth of the Rio Paraguay varies from 20 to 72 feet, 
with a current of 2 miles per hour, and Commander 
Page registered a fall of 1814 feet between October 
and February. The arsenal is the first part ot the 
city which is seen on approach; it was built for Lopez 
srs. Whitehead & Grant in 1861, and for some 
cupied 300 men, including the saw-mill attached. 

‘@ were 80 English mechanics, besides a few French 
jermans, the rest being natives; in three years 

vey constructed 7 mail-steamers, which used to ply 
to Montevideo, besides cannon, stoves, bells, etc. The 
public bnildings are very fine, especi the Govern- 
ment-house, cathedral, railway-station, Lopez's palace, 
custom-house, theatre, etc, The streets are, as in all 
‘Spanish towns, chessboard fashion, the city being ent 
into blocks of 80 yards square, with streets 15 yards 
wide. The Villa Mora tramway, which cost £40,000, 
is 10 miles long and belongs to Mr. Ogilvie: it has 
32 cars and 230 mules, which ran last year 190,000 
and carried 1,500,000 passengers. The market- 
place is an interesting sight at daybreak, crowded with 
country women selling their tobacco, fruits, etc. The 
hops are poor, but some beautiful gold rings are made, 
ike those in China, which the traveller should buy. 
The arcades around the market are used for shops. 
I uses are not flat-roofed, but mostly tiled, as was 
sommon in the 17th century, with wide corridors, 
ere are two daily papers published in Spanish. The 
way from Asuncion traverses a most delightful 
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country for 40 miles, as far as Paraguari. On leaving 
the city the first object to attract notice is the hou 
wherein the tyrant Francia lived and died. Close by 
is the quinta which belonged to the unfortunate Dr 
Berjes, Minister of Foreign Affairs, shot by Topex: 
here was a fine collection of exotics and rare plants 
and at the foot of the cliff overlooking the river is the 
Chorro waterfall, a favourite bathing-place. The Te 
nidad church marks the place where old Lopez wa 
buried, and after crossing Campo Grande we find our 
selves amid mandioca plantations, succeeded 
and palm groves as we approach Luque, 10 miles from 
town. Soon wo get sight of the Cordillera, olad t 
the summits in luxuriant vegetation, and now bart 
upon the traveller's view the magnificent lake of Yj 
caray (covering an area of 40 square miles), whith 
begins at the village of Arecud. Now the line skirts 
the lake for some miles, passing the glorious peak of 
Ytangmi, at the foot of which was the summer palace 
of Mrs. Lynch during the Lopez régime. The *eajon> 
or valley of Pirayn, offers a charming spectacle, wooded 
hills rismg up on either side, and appearing to clos 
it in at the further end, where the Cerro Mbatoyi lifts 
its head in the clear sky. There is a belief am the 
country people that St. Thomas the Apostle dwelt m 
a cave in this mountain, where a small chapel now 
exists. We pass Cerro Leon, where Lopez had his 
head-quarters when preparing for the war in 1865. 
Paraguari, population 3,000, has a brisk trade in 
tobacco, and was for 200 years one of the Jesnit 
establishments, counting 30,000 head of cattle. 
Paragnari the line passes close to the graves of 160 
“Lincolnshire farmers”; the survivors, 840 in number, 
were rescued in 1874 by Mr. Frederic St. John and 
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the St. Patrick's Society of Buenos Ayres. Most of the 
so-called farmers had been recruited in Whitechapel 
and Houndsditch. 

Villa Rica, popilation 10,000, is the best town in the 
interior and famons for tobacco, It is situated in the 
midst of « fertile country between the rivers Tibiquary 
and Tibiquari-Mi the former navigable for small 
vessels. It stands 328 feet above Asuncion, from which 
it is distant 92 miles. The situation is picturesque, 
surrounded by tobacco and mandioca farms, with hills 
running east and west covered with noble forests of 
morosimo, tatayba, and other woods, like mahogany, 
very suitable for furniture. The old Jesuit church and 
college were destroyed by Francia. Captain Hunter 
Dayison resides here and is most courteous to visitors. 

The only other towns of interest in the terior are 
Yagnaron and Ita, within 30 miles of Asuncion, the 
first famous for its essence of orange-leaves, the second 
for pottery. Yaguaron was founded in 1536. 

The river towns, from Humayta to Salvador, are 
described in Ronte 43, page 233. 

There is no town or place of note on the Upper- 
Parana, except Itapna, formerly one of the most 
flourishing missions, but since used only for a military 
outpost on the Argentine frontier of Misiones. The 
remains are seen of a stoue church, onea rich with 
statues of the twelve apostles in silver and fine wood- 
carving, which was first stripped by Francia, and pulled 
down he Lopez in 1846; the dimensions as stated by 
Captain Page are 320 feet long by 80 wide. The ol 
Jesuit college is now used by the Comandante of the 
district, as found also in many of other ruined missions 
through Paraguay, the buildings being uniformly as 
perfect as when occupied by the Fathers. 
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The first Jesuit sottlement was made 
Field and Ortega, in 1557, and in 70 years 
extended along the Upper Urnguay. But the 
having commenced a slave trade, made descents ups 
the pescefal Misionerus, and 60,000 Indians were ood 
in Rio Janciro market-place, in two years (16283. 
Some of the Jesuits perished in defending their mas 
sions. Father Montoya collected 12,000 survivors of 
the Guayrai missions and moved down te Loreto, ca 
the left bank on the Parana, a 
Los Angeles, 
JesnsMaria, Sant’ 
San Carlos, Apostoles, and San Nicolas, where 100,00 
converted Indians had perished or been cared of 
captives by the Paulistas. A new Christian Repubbe 
was established out of resch of the Mamelueo slave 
bonters. Esch misson was built in s uniform ste 
with a great plaza in the centre. and bebe 
the church colleges, arsemal, stores, 
penters, i and weavers, all under the es 
mmumediate Church ceremonies were 
performed e day, the children ssetart 


. followed | at sunrise by Mass. at which 


Ee were ee musicians and singers: "Tike 
dress of both sexes was of native cotten, the men weer 
ing shirts 


adinirably 
Siem ond the Send ceeviag of the Misioneres of 
olden time still excites the wonder of the trayeliee 
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The langnage spoken was Guarani, and printing-offices 
were established at Santa Maria and San Javier in the 
Ivth and {8th centuries, from which issued many 
works, the following being still extant:— 

“Yemporal and Eternal” by P. Nieremberg, 1705. 

“Jesult’'s Manual for Paraguay,” 1724. 





“Guarani 
“Sermons and 
Jesuit), 1724. 





by Tapaguay (probably a native 


Two of the above are in possession of the priest at 
Villa Rica: two may also be seen at the British 
Museum. 

‘The total population of the Jesuit reductions in 1740 
Was ascertained to be over 140,000 souls. In 1767 the 
jealousy of the Spanish Government decreed the ex- 
pulsion of the Fathers, who offered not the least resist- 
ance. In 1801 a census was made by Soria, and the 
survivors of the 30 missions only numbered 43,639, 
haying lost two-thirds of their population during 34 
years. Many of them had taken to the woods; the 
plantations were abandoned; cattle, sheep, and horses 
were destroyed, and the traveller cannot but view with 
regret the crumbling remains of the fine monuments 
that once were the glory of a happy and industrious 
people. 








Mines in the Argentine Republic. 


The Director General, Mr, Hoskold, published a 
general review in June 1892, which is condensed 
thus:— 

The legal area of a concession is as follows:— 

Acres Acros: 
Gold. ...... 24 Coal......- “4 
Iron. 30 Nitrate. ... 247 

In the 9 mining provinces there are 2,000 conces 
sions of all classes, besides 1500 held from the National 
Government for minerals in the Federal territories. 

Rioja. The Mexicana mines, in the Famatina 
are the best copper-mines in the republic Some 
samples have given a yield of 44 per cent of pure 
copper, and abont 30 per cent of sulphur. ‘The ore is 

{ depth of 330 feet to the surface upon 
backs: it is then transported by pack mules for 3 
days’ journey to the lower levels. The average obtained 
from a lot of 987 tons of crude copper mineral ywas:— 
Copper : 15 per cent. 
Silver = 67 0%. per tom, 
Gold. . 2 bs a 
The silver-mines o from 10,000 to 14,000 
Negro, Tigre and Caldera, 
Samples from thi 0 in 188] gave;— 
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Silver..... 27 per cent Zinc. ..5.. 4 per cent 
from, ese: 1G 88 Nickel,... 30% 

Native silver has been found in masses at Cerro 
Negro, two samples bought for the Museum of Mines 
yielding 87 per cent of pure silver. Coal has been 
found at Paganzo in this province, and samples shewed 
65 per cent carbon. Four borings were made, but only 
thin bands of bituminous shale were discovered. 

Catamarca, The principal eopper-mines are at Capil- 
litas in the north-east, where the Restauradora has 
pew worked for 27 years to a depth of 1,000 feet; 
large samples shew 20 to 30 per cent copper. A sample 
from the Hoyada mines (little worked) in the north 
west of the province gave:— 

Copper. 11 per cent 
Silver. 183 Oz. per ton. 
Gold id. iar 
This province possesses the largest smelting-works 
.in the country, the establishment of Mr. Lafone 
Quevedo at Pilciao. The ore is conveyed thither from 
Capillitas by pack-mules in two days. Wood is used 
for fuel. It takes 25 tons of firewood to reduce 15 
tons of ore, the wood coating 40 pence English per 
ton. The copper bars usually contain 90 per cent of 
copper metal, 200 to 800 oz. silver and 10 to 15 oz. 
gold. As a rule the ore from Capillitas yields 30 per 
cent of copper. 

The Romay iron mine in this province has a titanic 
ore, yielding 48 per cent of metallic iron. The Co. 
proposes to use charcoal in the blast furnaces, made 
from the wood on their estate. The Co. has a Govern- 
ment guarantee of 5 per cent per annum for 10 years 

a capital of $1,000,000, say £60,000 sterling, too 
nall for working 
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Salta, This province is also noted for its copper 
mines. That of Chacabuco has been worked 
years, samples shewing 48 per cent of copper and one 
per 1,000 of silver. San Antonio gave the following:— 

Copper. Z 40 per cent 
Silvers... sen O57 * 
besides one-sixth of an ounce of gold per ton. 

Jujuy. There are several galena mines yielding 
silver, also gold mines that average half-an-ounce per 
ton, and some gold-washings. The Mendoza Petroleum 
Co. made two borings in Jujuy for petroleum, but 
withont success, 

Tucuman, The mining district runs northward from 
Capillitas, in Catamarca, and the following assays were 
reported in 1882; 

Copper ore..... 38 per cent copper 
Silver ore... . 18 to 25 per cent silver 

The above are on the authority of « report published 
by the Government of Tucuman. 

Cordoba. Copper and galena mines were worked on 
various occasions, but so badly managed (as in the Rara 
Fortuna mine) that they did not pay for working. 

San Luis. The Carolina mines are best known 
There are two Englis npanies, with £26,000. and 
£10,000 respectively, of -up capital. Local statistic: 
affirm that the gold mines yield 5 oz. of gold per ton 
of ore. 

San Juan in ilver, copper, iron, 
lead and lignite. py Y yield from 9 to 44 
per cent 0 oper 3 | mines of various kinds 
are work all scale. The working wf ‘aoal 

i Mr. Hoskold, 
l one day prove a 
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Mendoxa. Samples of copper are found to yield 20 
to 40 per cent of the metal, besides 1 per 1,000 of 
silver. Thin seams of bitumen have been found in 
many places, of no value, but samples from a new coal- 
field near San Miguel have’ been analysed by Dr. Kyle, 
and fonnd to have from 48 to 60 per cent of carbon, 
with a calorific power of 5,405. Some borings for pe- 
troleum, to a depth of 650 feet, were successful, and 
a 4/4 inch iron pipe was laid down 22 miles, to the 
nearest railway station, where the petroleum was used 
as fuel. 

uquen, An extensive coal-field is reported in this 
territory and samples result as follows:— 


Carbon 50 to $4 per cent 
Coke. $7 61» > 
Calorif 4,570» 4,636 © > 


This is sure? to be a continuation of the San 


Rafael coal- Concessions have, moreover, been 
taken out for working mines of gold, silyer, copper, 
lead, petroleum and nitrate in this territory. 

Santa Crux. Gold has been frequently discovered 
along the coast of Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, the 
heavy seas washing up gold on the beach, and this has 
led to the belief that an immense quantity of the pre- 
cions metal is deposited in the trough of the sea. 

Chulnd, Gold washings have been discovered and 
exploring concessions granted. 

Misiones. The mountainous part seems rich in mi- 
merals. It is known that the Jesuits had copper mines 

lis territory, and some companies have been formed 
to revive the old works. 

Tierra del Fuego. Lignite exists in large quantities, 
of a superior kind, with 48 per cent of carbon. 


g 
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Agricultural products of Argentina. The latest estin- 
ates of exports (1892) compare with the averages of 
preceding years thus: 


Value, £ sterling. 


180. 
Wool, tons... E 152,000 
Sheepskins tons 27,000 
Meat 90,000 
Tallow 5 35,000 
Hides No..... 37 Q 4,120,000 


oral products 


Wheat, tons... 448,000 
Mai, ‘ 700,000 1,330,000 
Linseed : 40,000 450,000 
Hay Rte ¢ 30,000 35:000 
Tillage... 2.4 , ~ 2,675,000 4,880,000 
Grand total .. 14,055,000 20,000,000 
The total estimate of products in 1892 was>— 
weumption —_ Export Total 
sterling. -£ sterling. & sterling. 
24,960,000 
18,080,000 
43,040,000 
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The republics of Argentina, Chile and Uruguay com- 


pare as follows:— 


Value in £ sterling. 


oe EES 
Acres tilled. Faron. Cattle, 

Argentina. 8,200,000 183,200,000 51,400,000 

Chile. ++» 7)0§0,000 §0,200,000 7,800,000 

ruguay ..., 1,120,000 27,400,000 15,100,000 


Yearly product 
f sterling. 
443,000,000 

9,300,000 
9,800,000 


The ratio of product to the capital employed in 


agriculture shews thus:— 
Capital 


Product 
& sterling. £ sterling. 
Argentina, ©... . 234,600,000 43,000,000 


Chile... 7 $8,000,000 9,800,000 Wy 
‘Umguay 42,500,000 9,800,000 23 


Andine Peaks. Some of the highest in or adjoining 


Argentine territory are:— 
Height, In feet over seactorele 





Aconcagua... 22,950 eeece £9,610 

ypungato,. 22,840 . 16,250 
Famatina.. . . 16,050 
Cartes ess 15,950 


Tronacos. . 
Tontal., ..« 


Peteros 


Antuco .. « 


Ratlo, 
18 pew 


15,100 
13,200 
5,880 
8,870 


Andine Passes. The are 24 well-known and more 


or less in common use, vi 


Height of Passes, Feet over Sea-lovel, 





Pass. re Z Pass. 


Bariloche. 770 Estanxuela 
Toto 
Aconguija 
Xx Z 


= 


see” 


Cj 


ee3s 


guyeee 288 
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Arsenal. Messrs. Gibson of Ajé have obtained a 
concession trom the Argentine Government to build a 
port at San Clemente, inside Cape St. Anthony with 
a minimam depth of 30 feet of water, and an arsenal 
for the Argentine Navy. 


Books on the River Plate. 


1539 Conquest of La Piata..... pidel... -. Madrid 
Missions of Parage a S Rome 
Patagonia and La Pi . Fal serece London 
Travels (n Paraguay Rae Sreewiyern 
History of La Plata...... Dean Funts,.....- 7 Ayres 
Ride Across the Pampas. " seas London 
L % on Parageay....-.. > 
Documentos Historicos e Angelis........ B. Ayres 
B, Ayres from Conquest... Parith,..s+s04 London 
Travels in La Plata, es... Pag@esvencre New York 
Confederation Argentine De Moussy...5 

+. Du Graty, 
Handbook of R Muthall. 
Historia A: Bispes Domlog 
War in Paraguay. 2 
English fn South America. 
Life of Belgrano.....++-+ Petit. , 
Amazon Andes Mrs. ‘Mulhall London 


City Taxes. There are two taxes collected by the 
Nat. Government in the city of Buenos Ayres: the 
Contribucion or Property-tax, and the Patentes or trade 
licenses: 


Pateates. 


2,038,000 
$1,000 
3:147,000 


3y449,000 
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It must be observed that the Government receives 
only 30 per cent of the Contribucion, the Board of 
Schools taking 40 per cent and the Municipality 30 
per cent. As regards the Patente tax the Government 
gets only 65 per cent, the remainder gong to the 
Municipality”. 

There is also the Water-tax, which averages $20 
currency pér month on each house, say $6,000,000 
currency or £360,000 sterling. 

Cordoba finances. Governor Pizarro in August 1892 
published the following report. 

The public debt of the province amounts to £5,000,000 
sterling (including £540,000 conpons in arrear unpwid) 
and $32,600,000 currency; altogether 115 millions cur- 
rency. All this debt (except $200,000) has been con- 
tracted since 1876, and is accounted for this:— 






$ 
San Roque breakwater, . . 4,309,900 
‘Theatre. -0 * 850,000 
Penitentiary and 1,100,000 
4,149,000 
34;239,000 
700,000 
Usaccounted for 69,680,000 
Torat,. 115,900,000 





Gas-works. In 1888 Newton Chambers & Co. of 
Sheffield built the La Plata gas-works and in 1890 the 
Co-operative Gas factory at the Corrales, close to 
Buenos Ayres, the superintendent being Arthur Gibson 
and the engineer G. Stevenson. ‘The latter are the 
largest gas-works in S, America and have been recently 
taken over by the Argentine Gas Co.; manager W-. 
Woodgate, engineers W. Whittaker and Ti Rowbotham; 
which Co. would now ke able singly to light B. Ayres. 
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Distances. The distances from Buenos Ayres in 
English miles are as follow:— 




































Asungion. .., 1815 | Goya 
Ayacucho... 206 | Guamini. 
Awl....-... 198 | Horn 
B Bia 447 | Mapua . 
Bella Vista... 738 | Tuarez. 
Bragado, 130 | Jujuy, 
Campana... 51 | Junin, 
Catamarca... 754 | La Paz... 530 
C. Gomez... 234 | La Plats, 35 
Chascomus,.. 72 | Las Flores, 130 
100 | Lisbon. ...., 6,150 

; 995 | London....., 7,260 
Concepcion .. 202 | Luxan.. 5.9. | 42 
Concordia... 302 | Mar Platn.... 2g ai 
Cordoba..... 430 | M. Garcia... 40 z pe 7 
Corrientes .. 832 | Mendoza..... 634 | S. Nicolas--. igo 
Curumalan... 334 | Mercedes .. ot | S. Vicente... 36 
Curambi 1,985 | Montevideo.. 120 | Tandil . 27 
Cayabi...... 2,505 | Necochea . 352 | Tigre... 20 
Dolores...... 127 | N. Julio...., 165 | Tortugas..... 355 
Esquina. 590 | Olabsrria. 230 | Trenquelauquen 37% 
Falklands. 1,620 | Oran, ....1.. 1122 | Pres Arroyos, 360 

Bentos . 130 | Parana. 410 | Tueuman .. 07 
F. Muerto... 311 | Paysanda.... 220 | Valparaiso S60 
Gallegos. ..., 1,640 | Patagones . 660 | Villa Maria 345 
Gen. Acha,., '430 | Pergamino... 144 | Zarate, a 





Finance report. Mr. Emilio Hansen, Minister of 
Finance, in his report (Septemter 1892) to Congress 
gives the following particulars. 

Revenue and expenditure in 1891 were a8 follows:— 





$ currency. £ sterling. 
Revenue, . 
Issue of notes... 
Sundries .. . 
Total receipts... $5,400,000 = 
Expenditure .... 124,300,000 








wn 
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The receipts were made up thus:— 


The 


$ currency. 

















Import dues. 475990,000 
Export» We 5,380,000 
Warehouse etc. dues 1,910,000 
Stamps. 3,280,000 
Property- 3,450,000 
Licenses. . 1,910,000 
Post-office, « 2,250,000 
4,520,000 

800,000 

900,000 

Sundries, see. 8,010,000 
Small-note issue. . 5,000,000 
Toran. 6. 85,400,000 


£ sterling. 


= 2,640,000 
'300,000 
110,000 
180,000 
190,000 
110,000 
120,000 
250,000 

40,000 
50,000 
440,000 
270,000 
700,000 


expenditure was as follows:— 





$ currency. 
Madero Docks 9,000,000 
Army and na’ 18,700,000 
Schools. 7,600,000 
Finance dept. . 51,200,000 
Civil service ere... 37,800,000 

Toran... 124,300,000 


£ sterling. 


== 500,000 
1,040,000 
‘420,000 
2,800,000 
2,040,060 
6,800,000 


The amouut of foreign capital in Argentine invest- 
ments is stated by the Minister thus:— 


National loans. . 
Provincial and Municipal 
Rallways . we 
Banks, tramways, etc... 
Cedulas... 


Torac 











£ sterling 
41,100,000 
33,500,000 
62,500,000 
10,000,000 
20,000,000 


167,100,000 


The following is a general statement of all the banks 





in the Republic (paper items being reduced to gold at 
333 to 100):— 
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Private 
GH banks) 


$ gold. 
36,100,000 
$4,400,000 
51,100,000 7 
960,000 
24,000,000 


Capital. . . 
Deposits... 
Discounts. 
Profits. ... 
Cash... 


The above does not 


State 
(16 banks) 


$ gold. 


66,700,000 
33,000,000 


10,200,000 
4,600,000 
2,400,000 


Teta 
62 banks) 


$ gold. 
102,800,000 
87,490,000 
121,300,000 
5,560,000 
26,160,000 


£ sterling. 

= 20,500,000 
17,400,000 
24,000,000 
1,100,000 
$,200,000 


include the old National Bank 


in liquidation, which (reducing paper to gold as before) 


shews thus: 


Deposits. 
Discounts 
Casb. 


Elevation. 
level is as follows: 


Arrecifes. . 
Asuncion, Fr 
Inca’s br 
Jujuy 


B. Blanca... 
B. Ayres... 
Catamarea, 
Chascomus, ... 
Chivilcoy. . . 
Concordia 
Cordoba 
Corrientes . 
Cosquin, 
Dean Funes . 
Devoto. 


Flour-mills. 


The pr 
Rios have the following:— 


Santa Fé .. 
Entre Rios. 


$ gold. 


44,290,000 
51,300,000 
70,000 


The position of varions places over sea- 


Famating... 
Je Muerto. , 


ldge. 


Lobos -. 
Melincué . 
Mendoza. . 
Montevideo. . . 


Quilmes. 
Rio Segundo... 


£ sterling. 
8,800,000 
10,200,000 

100,000 


Rio Cuarto 
Rioja. 
Rosurlo.. 
Salta... 

San Isidro 
San Juan .. 
San Luis. 

San Martin 
San Pedro 
Santiago. 
Sunchales. , 
Tucuman « 
Uspallata...... 
Villa Maria... 


vinees of Santa Fé and Entre- 


Mills. 


55 
22 


Tons four daily. 
650 


200 


There are no returns for the other provinces. 





APPENDIX 


665 





Meteorology. The following table shews the mean 
monthly temperature (Fahrenheit) and the rainfall Gn 


inches) of various place: 


Asuncion. B. Ayres. 














31 


44 


Cordoba. Montevideo. Salta. 


69 


The following table shows the rainfall in 











January... 80 76 
February... 83 74 
March. 2... 82 jo 

4 62 
68 57 
60 52 
jo hd 
74 53 
September. 78 57 
October 83 62 
November, 82 08 
December. 81 23 
Yeare..... 76 63 
Rainfall... 82 33 

L875 —80):— 

B. Ayres. 

January. ....- 2"4 
30 

38 

2°8 

3°5 

2°8 

"7 

‘August. 19 
September 26 
October . 39 
November... 2°5 
December. .... 3:7 
34°6 


39°: 


URW 
BlE COKE Boo au dee 


Rosario, 


Tueuman, 


42 
months 


Juan. — Mendoza. 


5°5 





Manufactures. The Minister of Interior, in his report 


1892 





to Congress, says: 


“The growth of manufac- 


tures in the suburbs cf Buenos Ayres is astonishing. 
There are now 296 factories, with 380 steam-engines, 
6,500 horse-power in the aggregate, employing 8,500 
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men and 3,500 women, The Sg te 
Chacrita has 970 hands and turns out pais 
boots yearly, The Retiro Cloth-factory has 200 hast 
and consumes 400 tons of wool per annam, The Zan 
Paper-mill has 480 hands and produces 80 tons of jaye) 
daily. There are 8 match-factories, that of Barma| 
with a capital of $2,000,000 currency and 7 minor cee| 

Susana colony. This is one of the new colonies & 
Santa Fé, 6 miles from the Ratacla RR, station, 2) 
comprises 600 farm-lots of 80 acres each, which =) 
sold to settlers in 1889 at #1 sterlii per acre, let 
the same are now worth $25 or 30 per acte, 
The settlers were mostly Italians, who have now nest) 
all paid in fall for their farms. Mr. W. R. Brown ba) 
a farm of 1,000 acres, Mr. Alfred Miles 1,300 sons 

Port entries. The Argentine ports in 1891 had te 
following :— 








Toot. 
“Sea-going. River. 
Buenos Ayres... 2,108,000 946,000 3. 
R 1. As8o0e ooo Sa Rioen 
nie 110,000 125,000 -3 35,000 
Concordia. . 390,000 99,000 489,600: 
San Nicolas... |. 123 20,000 143,000 





Various... 925,000 3,011,000 
TOTAL. .... $275,000 2,495,000 5,770,000 
Municipal Finances. The revenue and expenditam 
of the city of Buenos Ayres shew thus: 





Yearly Revenue 





4,060,000 1,500,000 
800, 








| 
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Railways. An official report compares the working 
of lines in Argentina in 1891 with 1887 thus:— 

1891. 

7,300 
10,820,000 
4,621,000 
74;700,000 
3,070,000 
2,120,000 
. 950,000 
Thus although in 4 years no less than 3,000 miles 
of new railways were opened the net earnings in 1891 
were £520, less than in 1887. The net profit on 
every £1,000 of capital was £38 in 1887 and only 
418 in 1891. 

Dorrego or Mostazas is a new department formerly 
included in that of Tres Arroyos. It lies along the 
seaboard, and is nidstly high land, watered by the 
Sauce Grande, Mostazas, Cortaderas and Indio Rico, 
Among the land-owners are Robert Bruce, George 
Corbet, Daniel Kelly, Hardy, John Mahon and Miguel 
Villanueva, the last of whom has 4,000 acres under 
wheat. The camps h@ye fine grass (trevol), and the 
English estancias are fenced in and well stocked with 
cattle and sheep. The town of Mostazas, founded in 
1890, stands on the site of an old post-honse of 
Martin Alzaga’s, 20 miles from the sea, on the Mos- 
tazas river. It is an important station on the (G.S.R.) 
railway from Tandil to Bahia Blanca, distant 365 miles 
from Buenos Ayres and 38 from Bahia Blanca: although 
not yet two years old it has hotels, shops and many 
fine houses, There is a fishing Co. at the mouth of 
the Mostazas which sends quantities of fine fish daily 
by rail to Buenos Ayres and elsewhere, 






Miles open. 








be 
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Viceroys and Presidents, The chief anthority = 
held by the Governor of Paraguay down to 1618, & 
which year Diego de Gongora was made Governor of 
Buenos Ayres. 


1535 Pedro de Mendoza 1742 Orliz de Rosa 
1§38 Domingo Irala 1745 José Andonszuy 
1540 Cabeza de Vaca 1757 Pedro Zeballos 
1542 Domingo Trala Francisco Bucarelli 
1558 Ortiz de Vergara 
1564 Ortiz de Zarate 
Juan de Garay 
Alonzo Vera 
Torres Aragon 
Hernando Arias 
Fernando Zarate Marquis Aviles 
Hernando Arias 1801 Joaquin Ping 
Martinez r | 1804 Marquis Sobremonte 
Hernando Arias | 1807 Colonel Liniers 
Diego Gongora 1809 Hidalgo Cisneros 
Alonzo Perez 1810 Corn. Saavedra 
Francisco 1813 Gervacio Posadas 
Pedro Av 1816 Colonel Puyrredon 
Cy 1823 General Heras 
1826 B. Rivadavia 
1827 Colonel Dorrego 
1646 7 1828 General Lavalle 
1653 P 0 1829 General Viamont 
1660 mize 1830 General Rosas 
6 ¢ 1832 General Balearce 
1833 General Viamont 
1835 General Rosas 
1852 
1860 Dr. 
1861 General Mitre 
1868 Dr. Sarmiento 
1874 Dr. Avellaneda 
1880 General Roca 
1886 Juarez Colman 
1890 Dr. Pellegrini 
1892 Dr. Sacoz Petia 
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Weights and measures. 





Vara... = 34 inches or 0°87 metre 
League 3°3 miles or 5:2 kiloms. 
Fanega 220 Ibs. or 100 kilos 
Arroba. ... a5 Ibs. or 11 kilos 
Quintal 100 Ibs. or 46 kilos 





iadra 
Square leagu 





4°17 actes or 170 hectares 
6,666 acres or 2,720 hectares. 

House property. The official returns of sales in the 
city of Buenos Ayres in 6 years ending December 31st 
1801, reduced to gold values, gave the following 
averages :— 





$ gold per square metre. 
























Parish, 1886-87. 1888—89, 1890. 1891. 
Merced... 7 ua 80 58 
S. Ignacio . or 152 70 58 
S. Miguel 59 123 86 38 
S. Nicolas . 50 59 4t 29 
Piedad. 36 Bo 42 18 
Socorro 32 53 38 20 
Monserrat . 32 55 32 17 
San Telmo. .. ar 31 22 12 
Concepcion , 17 28 21 12 
Balvaner: 9 17 14 5 
San Juan, 6 14 5 5 
Santa Lucia 5 7 7 2 
Pilar... 4 10 10 4 
S. Cristobal 3 7 5 4 


The sum of the ratios corresponding to the 14 
parishes was as follows:— 


1886 350 
1887 530 
1888 605 
1889 889 
1890 473 
1891 279 


It would appear from the foregoing that the average 
value of property in 1891 was only 31 per cent of 
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what it represented in 1889. In other words thr 
was a fall of 69 per cent. Central property suffers 
with the rest, the average for the first 3 parishes it| 
1889 having been $152 gold or £30 per square metn | 
and in 1891 only $50, shewing a fall of 68 per cent) 
Paper-money. The old currency of Buenos Aye | 
suffered Huctuations during the suspension of spear 

payments from 1876 to 1881 as follows (25 par);— 
1876. ABT, NBT, TO 








January. . as-o 289 3tro. 328 308 owt 
Februar 35-0 = 892 aS aR eee Oe 
March. ..... 250 agta 32° 3270 Jory aye 
April . . a5°o gies, 32° 324 3077) 8 


° 
; 3253 govt ue 
3 gr2 315 tt 

39°6 31-2 32S gag 
“8 
2 
° 





323 
33°3 38-9 3° 3272 30°97 
see EHSL 32°F 3073 HE 
October ,.... 2970 28°53 32°00 3977S 
November .. gr 28°83 20 30 28-8 aye 
December... 28°1 29°B_—32"§ 3B Bra ate 


Specie payments of the reformed currency were su 
pended in January 1885, and the price of 100 gulé 
dollars has varied as follows: 





1885 is, 
—_ _ —--—_.,, —____——____, 
Highest. Lowest. Average.’ “Highest, Lowest Averm 
January .... 128 113 122 145 rat ity 
Februny..... 131 9 12g 127 152 4g NAT 
March....... 338 130 133 87° TASS 


165 139 = 146 too 13 age 
145 133136 158-553 156 
1341290031 S443 49 
1g0 129 133 143 131 37 
148 134 iqz 134 128 1 








September... 146 137 tgo 128 Ero 119 
October...... 156 138 145 1220 «1104 
November 153 142 148 136 122 128 
a 146 149 142 134 128 130 

165 113137 160 11a 
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17, 188s. 


Highest. Lowest. Average.” “Highest, Lowest. Average. 

















January 128 120124 148142145 
Febmary. 133124129 131146148. 
March : 13500131133, 154148151 
April. 142 133,130 150142146 
M: 148129137 130143147 
June. 139128134 154 148150 
uly . 135. 130132 160151154 





‘August. 13300127, 130 155 144150 
September. 140132135 150146148. 
October ., 145 138142 150148148 
November . 152 140145, 152137145 


D 153141145, 4B BT 














Yea 153120135 160137148. 
1889. 1890, 

January 148151 235 225 

Februar 154185245 225, 

March. . 157159272 254 
156 159315 266 
156 158-246 234 
160 165 260 239 
169 173314 286 






‘August. 174177315, 225255 


September . 174-203 2522332241 
October. 199 213 262 245 253 
November. , 21200 22r 317,257 291 
















December. 222 233 326 ©2933 

Year. .... 148 180 3260 att 257 
1891. 

January ..... 338 «301.4319. «387~=«BS3BO 

February 347 318 336 389 336 365 





3, gto 382398332 3an. 326 
September . 
October. 


November . 
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Bondon and River Plate Bank 


(LIMITED 
LONDON, PARIS, RIO DH JANEIRO, BUENOS AYRBS, 
MONTEVIDEO, ROSARIO, and PAYSANDU 


Authored Capital. £ 2.000.000 Stesling 
Subscribe! Capital. 0.6... .04- ¥. 509,000 

Pad Up Capital . 

Reserve Fund.. 


OBFICES IN BI ENOS AIRES 
CORNER OF CALLE PIEDAD AND RECONQUISTA 


Gurrest. Accounts, opened with Commercial Firms and Private Ine 
dividuals, 

Customers have the advantege of having approved Bills discounted 
—of obtaining Loans apon Negocia 
Cospons, &c, for Collection — subje 

The Bank receives deposits clih 
thirty days’ notice of withiiraw 
the market value of money, the Bank 
by Advertisement In the prine 

Letters iif Grodit tssued te 

Lotters of Credit {ssued to 


wope, the Un 


fon application 
Parties wishing: to bring ost funds to + Plate 
through the medium of the 4 Chiet Office 


N*® 52 MOORGATE STREET, LONDON, E. 0. 
BILLS OF EXCHANGE 


Teed and Parchased on the following place 
LONDON, PARIS 
And all the Principal towas of 
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, axp IRELAND 


Also an alt the Chief Cities of the United States, France, Germany, 
Spain, Ualy, Hracil, Chill, Soath Africs, Caads snd Australia 


BR. A, THURBURN, Manager. 
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET 
COMPANY, 





Incorporated by Royal Charter, 18350. 
Unider contéact with hee Majesty's Government. 


Tir Compan 
Southampton with Her Majesty's Mails on every al- 
ternate Tharsday and Buenos Ayres: every alternate 
Wednesday 

The Porta of call are Vico, Leixogs (Uporto), Lis- 
hos, Care pe Verns, Las Panwas, PrRNameveo, 
Banta, fia pe Jax Santos (homeward only 
Monte Vinko, and Bue Ayres 

Passenyers are booked the Conmpar ffices, Moorgate 
Street, ondony and ck , And at the hampton 
Office, by Mr. J. K 2 
by Henry L, Green 

As regards the conveyance d Parcels, apply ut 
tbe above Offices, 07 at the Con wocies, information 
it amparate Handbook 
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New English Bank 


OF THE 


RIVER PLATE, Limited 
139 to 149 Calle Reconquista 





Authorized Capital . 


£ 1,500,000 
Paid up 


750,000 


HEAD OFFICE, 
15, St. Swithin’s Lane, London 


Deposits received on the following terms: 

cota Currency 
Current account 1°/, p.ann. 2 /, pann. 
Fixed, 60 days 3 > 41, 
oo + 4 : 51, > 
Longer terms per arrangement 


Buenos Ayres, Sept. Ist, 1892. 


> 


T. H. Jones, Manacer 
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EIGENDOREE & GARRETT 
INGENIEROS 
367 SAN MARTIN, BUENOS AIRES 


MOTORES A GAS OTTO+ 
MOTORES 4 PETROLEO DE LA FABRICA CROSSLEY Hros. 
MANCHESTER 
La Fibrics mas grande del mundo de motores A Gas 
100 MIEDALLAS Dic Ono 
Hay mas de 1500 Instalsciones de Iuz eléctrica funcionando con 
motores CROSSLEY 


Funcionan perfoctamente usando Gas de Agua (Dowson Gas} 


Presupnestos para inatalaciones completas 


Importing House 
OF ARTICLES FOR BREWERIES, DISTILLERIES, 
and Grape Growers 


LUIS AISCHMANN & C® 
214i Calle Cuyo 1143, Buenos Aires 


Soda machines, Syphons, Bottling and Corking machines, Pateat 
Presses and Mills for Grapes and other fruits. Pressure Pumps for 
Beer Ke. Steam Englnes, Drags and Essences for Distillestes. 


Permanent supply of Corks and all necessaries spertaining to the 
Wwaslness. 


Union Telefonica No. 506 — P. 0. Box No. 59 
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Christian Sommer 


HATTER AND HABERDASHER 


685 Calle Rivadavia 685 


BUENOS AYRES 


Sole Agents for the sale of 
Lincoln, Bennet & Co’s fashionable Lendon hats 
Dent Allcroft & Co’s London Kid Gloves 
L. Jones’ Shirts, Collars and Guffs 


Large selection in underclothing: 
perfumery, efc, 





E. E. CRANWELL 
Wholesale and Retail 
CHEMIST and DRUGGIST 
647 — Calle Victoria — 647 


BUENOS AYRES 


Always on hand a large supply of the best 
classes of Drugs and Patent Medicines, from 
the chief establishments of England and America- 


BATHSPONGES AND PERFUMERY 
a Speciality 


Doctors prescriptions prepared by the Pro- 
prietor and a licensed Apothecary’s Assistant, 


647 - Calle Victoria - 647 
BEIWEEN PERU Y CHAGABUGO 
BUENOS AYRES 
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| J : Clark Curtin 


PETROLEUM AND ITS PRODUCTS 
Kerosene, Benzine, Maptha 


Mineral Lubricating Oils for Cylinders 
and Engines 


Lubricants for Railways a Speciality 


GREASES 


Post Building, 16, Exchange Place 
NEW YORK 
489, CALLE PIEDAD 
BUENOS AYRES 


Agent tor Norton's Line of Sailing Vessels from 
New York, Correspondent of Board of Marine Un- 
derwriters of New York. 
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Leslie G, Barnet 


Public Land Surveyor 


Undertakes the measurement of Land either 
judicially or otherwise 


Office, CALLE CORDOBA 
COBNER COMERCIO 
ROSARIO DE SANTA-FR 





H. D. WOODWELL 


Manufacturer of Rubber Stampe of every Description 


All the latest Novelties 
from thr United States, Loe 

Also Wood Engravings, E Places, Views, Portraits, 
Cuts for Advertisements, and Fancy Headings for Memoranda and 
Bill-Heads. 


Engravings of Brass Door-plates, large aud small, oval or square; 
also Stencil plates for mark! thes, Bass ke, with indelible ink, 
guaranteed, &e., Ke, 


JOB PRINTING 


fy all ity branches, lucuding 
Cards of every class and curtety, Circulars, Accounts, Receipts, 
Programmes and Invitations. 
H. D. WOODWELL 
588, CALLE PIRDAD, 538, BUENOS AYRES 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
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OSWELL & HENRY 
ENGINEERS & IMPORTERS 


Calle Defensa 121, Buenos Aires 





SPECIALITIES 


Puestman’s Ore Engine and Excavators. 
Clarke Chapman & Co.’s Winches Dynamos, Feed 


and Cargo pumps and Valvells Douvec 
acting dupley direct acting pumps. 
The Aron India Rubbe Co.’s Specialitie’s in Rail- 
way goods buffers springs brake pipes &e. 
John Kakaldy & Co. Distillers and feed heaters. 
Agricultural Machinery. The Plano Headers and 


Binders, Movers and Rakes, Ploughs Har- 
rows, Seed Drills &e., &c. 
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The River Plate Telegraph Company 


LIMITED 


OFFICES: 
188 ST. VINCENT ST., GLASGOW 


Directors 
GEORGE GIBSON, Esq. Chairmon (Glasgow) 
at Gow 
(HARLES M ROSS. Ey JON C Esq, ©. A, BL Aleow 
[HOMAS GLEN, tq, Doo MANUEL MONTANO, Montevideo 


RY MEYS, Em Den MAURICIO) LLAMAS, Montevideo 
Seoretary, JOUN MANS, Bay. C. A 
Manager and uglier JOWS OLOICAM, 


PRINCIPAL STATIONS 
(ONTEVIDEO, Calle Cerrive 163 
LONIA, (B. 0.) SAN Je 
SARIO, 0 | escupeto, 0. 0 


TARIFF FOR LOCAL TELEGRAMS 


Free: Oriental Statives, Teu words text (spariish) pes. 0.50 cts. Other languages 
pen. UAS ote. Code messages pes. 0.50 ete. per word (Oriental, 
Firoat Boros Alves, Telogran (spanish) 49 ctx. eflegal and twa conte per weed 
f, other Imegiisges alf raic extra. Cole messages pes. 0.2) cts ofl, per weed, 
"This counpany fs rect telegraph communication with the Wester and 
Telegraph Compeny, mBone duplicate cablex staring frou Montevideo. 
how of the Hewsllan Tedegraph Company at Peraubuco and by this seeans 
tndirect communication wich resi, Kurepe end the United Statos 
ty six received be Monterideo for Chile, Pero, Bolivia and Parsguay, 
TARIFP FOR INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAMS 
from Busnes Alres pee wont ta gold 
+ pea 1.56 BELGIUM 
Le SWITZERLA’ 
+ 1 ITALY 
14 | HOLLAND 





BRAZIL RIO JANEIRO 
10 GRANDE, + pes. 0.40 BAMA. 
io, - +e 040 PERNAMBUCO 


Por Pisther particulses apply at head aftices 
Buenos Aires: Calle San Martin 
Montevideo: Calle Cerrito 183 
wember 1892. 





ADAERTISEMENTS 35 


CASA INTRODUCTORA 
DE TEES 
y otros articulos de la China 


TH EHLEFANTE 


JUAN O, HALL & Cia. 


449 = Calle Reconquista - 449 
BUENOS AYRES 


BLACK & Co. 

Members of BRITISH HOROLOGICAL INSTITUTE LONDON 
WATCHMAKERS CHRONOMETER AND OLOOKMAKERS 
J®WELLERS AND) OPTICIANS 
579 — CORRIENTES — 579 
HEE 


HONOURS MEDAL s HONOURS MEDAL 


CITY AND GUILDS OF LONDON z 


m BANTISH HOROLOGICAL INSTITUTE 
INSTITUTE ¥ Lo N 
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ALBION No. 5 


MAKERS 


HARRISON McGREGOR & Co. 


The most renowned Mower in the world. 


HOWARD'S Steel Plough, Horse Rakes, Harrows, 
Land Rollers, ete. 

RUSTON PROCTOR & Co.’s Thrashing Machines, 
Portable Engines, Fixed Engines with Corliss 


mec OKs celebrated Mower, Steel Reapers and 
seit Wind Mills all steel 


A full assortment of Agriouttural Implements always on view. 


AGAR CROSS & Co. 


Calle Defensa 124 and 186 
BUENOS AYRES. 
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C. R. SIMONS & Co, 


IMPORTERS. 
Wholesale and Retail. 





Earthenware, 
china and glass, 
Electro plate, 
Ironmongery: 
Aspinall’s Enamel, 
Whisky, 
Lamps, 
Cutlery 
and 
Fancy goods in general. 


336—F LORIDA—344 
BUENOS AYRES. 
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cee 50 YEARS 


ES SMART 


PIEDAD 56 BUENOS AIRES 
LONDON TAILOR BREECHES AND HABITMAKER 


SPECIALITY IN RIDING GARMENTS 





All goods | Rugs 
Waterproofs 


is | Umbrellas 
Tnderclothing English Manufacture Sticks 


guaranteed 


Dressinggowns baiported Portmanteanx 
Padi gowra Airvet by the firm | Perfumery 
ss 
se AGENT 


CLARK & SONS BOOTS a se, KILMARNOCK NB. 
Buck & Sons’ Bondon “Wate silk and felt hats 


Importer of the whisky “SMITH” 


Guaranteed bottled in Dundee 
LONDON HOUSE, 32 WALBROOK 
LONDON, E. C. 
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C. ENGLISH & Co. 


General and Foreign Agents 





IMPORTS, 
EXPORTS, 


and 
COMMISSION. 


All kinds of Representations and Agency 
work, or consignments undertaken, and re- 


ferences given in Europe or South America. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 


186 - Calle San Martin - 186 


BUENOS AYRES. 
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ee ROYAL 99 


INSURANCE COMPANY = 


MULATED FUND $40,000,000 Gi 
Charges mod: 4 


BRANCH OFFICE IN BUENOS AYRES 
476 — Calle Piedad — 476 


The large Accumtilaned Fusd of this Cotupatiy edfiers abechite secutity 


TREY AT over He faliliiien Ue larger 
Gopany Iu the world, 


ROBERT PATON 


Manager 


AGENTS IN ROSARIO 
BLYTH & Co. 


AGENTS IN ALL THE PRINCIPAL TOWNS 


SA RAEI RA Ws We WA 
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Pacific Steam Jlavigation e 


Portaizhtly Sailings from LIVERPOOL . 
aud VALPARAISO 
calling at the following intermediate ports, viz:— 
Bordeaux, Santander, Corufia, Carril, Vigo, Lisbon, Luxdes, Oporto, 
St. Vincest, Pernambaco, Bocoos Ayres (with transhipment at Moste- 
©), Sandy-Polnt, Taleshuano, Valparaiso, aod in coanection with 
other Steamers of this Company running on the Paclic Const as far 
as Pavan. 


Tho Steamers of this Company sail from Mostevideo fortnightly 
alternating every weck one for Evtope and ove for the Pacific Coast. 

Passengers from Buenos Ayres to Mostevideo in conection with 
the Company's Steamers are conveyed GRATIS. 


IN CASE OF DETENTION at Montevideo through bad weather, 
ete, the Company will defray the ordinary Hotel expenses of passengers 
of all classes during such detention. 


REDUCED PASSENGERS FARES 
The Steamers are illuminated with electric ight, and are fitted with 
tha latest improvements for the accommodation of passengers 
Passengers in all classrs booked through to 
HEW YORK S.A. io connection with the Steamers of the Cunard Lime. 


CANADA Allan Line. 
AUSTRALIA Orient Line. 


Table wine ts granted to all classes of passengers. 
For Itineraries ani full particalars of Dates of Sailing, Fares, ete, 
apply to the Agents, 


Walson Sons & Co. jrinites 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Praca das Marinhas. 
BUENOS AVRES Reconquista. 
MONTEVIDEO, , Solis 
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The Standard Life Assurance Company 


EDINBURGH 
ESTABLISHED 1825 BY SPECIAL ACTS OF PARLIAMEN' 
GOVERNOR & DEPUTY GOVERNORS 
His Grace The Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry. K. T 


‘The Right, Non. The Earl of Hopetown. G. C. M. G. 
The Right. Hon. The Earl of Stair K. T 





Funds £ 7,688,686 stg. 
Annual Revenue ¢ 1,006,720 stg 
Assuranoes in force & 21,988,746 stg 
Claims paid § 1,500,000 stg. 
Division of Lrofits every five years. 
BONUS ADDITIONS already distribuced & 1,500,000 stg. 


Absolute security present and future, 

Immediate puyment of claims. 

Fixed surrender values and Paid up Policies 
garanted. 

Loans on security of Policies. 

Endowment and Short period Assurance. 

Annuities, Revival on liberal ns. 

Policies wichalengable after o years and proof 
of age. Special advantages. 

Lowest possible rates consistent with perfect safety. 


LOCAL DIREOTORS for THE RIVER PLATE BRANCH 
For accepting proposals and settling claims, 
Dr. ILDEFONSO GARCIA LAGOS, Ex-Minister of State. 
Dox Avavsto Hovrwxxx, Dox F cats, Capitalist 


FOR PROSPECTUS AND ALL INFORMATIONS 
Apply to B, LORENZO HILL, 3 er, 133, CALLE ZABALA 
MONTEVIDEO 
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o£. IRISH _ 


ENGLISH AUCTIONEER 


78—CALLE SUIPACHA—78 


All Kinds of Negotiations 


in Honses, Lands, Furniture, and other Goods and 
Chattels. 
Valuations made upon Real Estate, Houses and 
Merchandise 
also cash paid in advance for large quantities of 
Furniture, House Furnishings and other 
disposable Articles. 


GOOD PRICES 


PROMPT RETURNS GUARANTEED 


AUCTION SALES 


&. &. TRISH 


78— GALLE SUIPACHA —78 
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Visitors to Buenos Ayres! 


Che Victoria 
ea and Luncheon Rooms 


Faz Cangallo — 742 


English cooking and attendance in the real 
home style. 


BREAKFAST, LUNCHEONS AND TEA, ete. 
The place for a good cup of Tea served 
instantly. 

Hot-Luncheon from 12 till 2 P.M. 


COLD JOINTS ALWAYS ON HAND 
OUR SPECIALITIES 


Scotch Scones. Short-Bread, Oatcakes, Oatmeal, 
Porridge, Sweet-Cream, fresh Butter 
and new laid Eggs, etc., 
warranted. 


Porridge at 7.30 A.M. 
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FENCING WIRE OF ALL CLASSES 


COAL, TIMBER AND IRON. 





BAR IRON. 

Hoop tron, fron in Bars, Galvanized Corrugated 
Tron and Galvanized Ridgings 
FRENCH TILES. 

Ploughs of every description and Complete 
assortment of Hardware. 

White Pine. Boards and Planks. Spruce and 
Pitch Pine of every dimension. 
PORTLAND AND ROMAN CEMENT. 


We supply Estancieros and Camp Dealers in large 
or small quantities. Good quality guaranteed. 


MODERATE PRICES. 


Gerorce Brett & Sons. 
649 - CALLE DEFENSA - 649 


BUENOS AYRES. 


DEPOSIT BARRACA CAMPANA 
Calle Pedro Mendoza 2209 





ADVERTISEMENTS 
Establecimiento: 
2° Lavallo, esq. Bollini. Union Telef. 1499, Cooperativa Tetef. 2141 
Casilla Correo: 1574, Telégrama: GRANDVAL Buenos Aires 
Excsitorio; Cangalio 728 Union Tolef. 857, Spepeanna) Telef. 472 


GRAN DESTILERIA Y BODEGA 
L. GRANDVAL & Cia. 


LA MAS IMPORTANTE DE LA REPUBLICA EN SU RAMO 
Dostita por dia sotamente en ajenjo 6000 Litros 
Especialided en: Ajenjo, Vermouth, Ginebra, Anis, Bitter, CoBacs 
seperiores, Licores Extra finos 





Unicos Consignaturios de los mejores Vinos Nacionales, marca 


«2 EL CONDOR om. 


Tntrodiictores de Ios roas acroditadas marcas de Visos Franceses, Italianos, 
PRIORATO y VIXO SECO 


Los Productos de esta importante casa se hailan en venta en todos los 
almasenes por mayor, 


VINOS NACIONALES 


MARCA REGISTRADA 


“EL CONDOR” 
Propiedad exclusiva de GRANDVAL & Cia. 
BUENOS AIRES 


Los mejores Vinos Argentinos que vienen d Buenos Aires 
Se hallan en venta en todos los almacenes por Mayor 


Se recomiendan principalmente por Ia superioridad de su clase y 
fambien por la condicion de su envase, lo que ex de sumalinportancla 
Para Ia conservacion del vino. 
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E.B.E. E.B.E. 


THE ENGLISH BOOK EXCHANGE, 
“THE” Erglish Book Store of the Republic, 


located at 
S333 -CALLE FILORIDA - 333 
BETWEEN Coyo AND CornienTEs 
is the best assorted Haglish bookstore in 
the Argentine Republic. 





New and Second hand books of all kinds. 
Books bought, sold and exchanged 
Circulating Libraries Terms very moderate. 
Parcels of Novels for the Camp a speciality. 
Views of the country in large selection. 
Publishers of the “History of the Argentine Republic,’ 
Illustrated, by John Power. 


Headquarters of all English speaking visitors 
to Buenos. Ayres 


Exerisn Axp Awenican Pavers 1x SINGLE NUMBERS YOR 
SALE AS WELL AS SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


ENGLISH BOOK EXCHANGE. 
E.B.E. E.B.E 
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Adolfo Bullrich & Co. 


AUCTIONEERS 
480 — CALLE ALSINA — 482 


Swoursal: Calle Bolivar 166 
We undertake the sale and purchase on 
commission of; 
Lands, Live Stock, Houses, 
Goods, and Valuables of Every Kind and 
Description. 


SALVATION ARMY 


1488, CALLE CHACABUCO 


BUENOS AYRES 


Serranis, Peons and Cooks supplied and sent to the 
tamp. Persons needing situations may apply as above, 
Good references required. 

Mayor ALFREDO DE BARRITT 


FEENEY & Co. 
WHOLESALE AND FAMILY GROCERY STORE 
> esa RIVADAVIA ese 


8p jn 
All goole detivercs tr 
Porticut 
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GATH & CHAVES 


Lonpon }tostery STOR E 


CASA SSPEOIAL 


Dy 


Rirticulos ¢ngleses para Hombres 
SURTIDO PERMANENTE 


2 
Toda Glase de Juegos 
POLO, LAWN TENNIS, 
CRICKET, CROQUET 
FOOTBALL, QUOITS. 
RACQUET, INDIAN CLUBS, 
DUMBELLS, CHEST expanders, 
&e 


Calle Piedad 561, 565, 569 


BUENOS AYRES 








ADVERTISEMES TS 


cyst UA FABRICA Mice 


Taare eh MARK 


sMAMANTR. 
SUCCESSORS OF SAMUEL YORK & Co. 
Engineers and Importers 


sat MAQU INAS] “3 


and ENGINES 
THRASHING 


MACHINES, TNE JORES DEL fy, TERS. 
a 8 ENSAYAPOR vais ha) 
Alnp? 


BROWN 


wars BL KS ‘ “4, 


FORT: » 
ENGINES f skies 


HORIZONTAL 


Robey & Con 
Davey, Paxma 
Portabie Charles Bert 
Engines. 
~0- 
GALLOWAY'S 
BOILERS 


arate SNe] lin 
RIA DE {ooh S : 
WERTICAL t SS Acuace Esairt Fiour ling 


rarae MACHINER: 
ENGINES 
and Agricuitural 
BOILERS Gy danalat Implements, 
PLANS AND ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ALL CLASSES OF MACHINERY. 
WORK UNDERTAKEN BY COMPETENT ENGINEERS 

LONDON OFFICE 
The English Msnufacturers ARGENTINE REPUDLIC 
Export Coy. Ltd. 302 CALLE BALCARCE 


Billiter Square Buildings 
Billiter Street, EC. BUENOS STSES, 


302 




















STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
STANFORD AUXILIARY LIBRARY 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305-6004 
(650) 723-9201 
salcirc@sulmail.stanford.edu 
All books are subject to recall 
DATE DUE 
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